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PREFACE. 


1  |  ’HE  publication  of  the  Sixth 
**■  Volume,  which  the  Medical 
Society  now  offer  to  the  world,  has 
been  retarded  by  the  death  of  fome 
refpe&able  members ;  and  the  So¬ 
ciety  think  thefe  events  too  import¬ 
ant  to  be  pafied  over  in  iilence. 

'4  *>, 

The  firft  whofe  lofs  they  had  to 

S.'-’  •>  v  .  * 

regret  was  the  late  Dr.  John  Pother- 

•  •  *•  i 

gill.  His  great  induflry  and  zeal  in 
the  concerns  of  the  Society ;  his  ac¬ 
knowledged  worth  and  high  reputa¬ 
tion  made  them  wilh  to  preferve 
fome  account  of  his  life  and  charac- 
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ter,  which  was  publiffied  about  two 
years  fince,  and  well  accepted  by  the 
generality  of  readers. 

Not  long  after  this  period  they 
were  deprived  of  very  confiderable 
fervices  by  the  fudden  death  of  Dr. 
Daniel  Solander.  Glearnefs  of  un¬ 
demanding,  tranfcendent  {kill  in  the 
fcienCe  of  botany,  and  a  furprifing 
univerfality  of  knowledge,  which  he 
always  imparted  with  pleafure,  were 
the  leading;  traits  of  his  charafter  : 
thefe,  adorned  with  politenefs  of 
manners,  and  a  graceful  affability, 
afforded  to  all  his  acquaintance  a  fund 
of  delight  and  inftrudtion. 

I 

The  late  Dr.  William  Hunter  did 
not  long  furvive  his  deceafed  col¬ 
leagues.  Concerning  a  character  fo 
confeffedly  great,  and  known  to  re¬ 
flect 
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fle£t  fuch  honour  upon  the  profef- 
Eon,  we  fhall  only  add,  that  his  ac¬ 
tive  mind,  and  diftinguilhed  abilities, 
inoffc  effentially  promoted  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  Society  ;  not  to  mention 
the  valuable  pieces  he  wrote  and 
communicated. 

The  reader  will  End  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  work  a  particular  account  of 
the  Epidemic  Cold,  as  it  appeared  in 
various  parts  of  the  nation  towards 
the  end  of  the  year  1775,  collected 
from  a  general  Correfpondence  which 
the  late  Dr.  John  Fothergill  efla- 
blifhed  with  the  Faculty  at  large. 
From  thefe  materials,  and  his  own 
Sketch,  the  Dodlor  intended  to  have 
formed  a  complete  hiflory  of  this 
difeafe.  What  his  fudden  deceafe 
prevented  him  from  performing,  the 


Society  have  now  endeavoured  to  ac¬ 
complish.  Indeed,  conlidering  the 
not  unfrequent  returns  of  this  Epi¬ 
demic  ;  how  troublefome  it  was  to 
moft  ;  how  it  affedted  many  with 
laSting  debility ;  and  though  not  dan¬ 
gerous  in  itfelf,  how  it  accelerated 
the  fatality  of  dangerous  diftempers : 
it  defervedly  becomes  an  objedt  of 
ferious  enquiry  to  the  Faculty. 

-  In  addition  to  what  we  related  in 
the  Preface  to  our  laft  Volume,  we 
have  the  pleafure  to  inform  the  reader, 
that  the  Rheum  Palmatum  has  of 
late  been- cultivated  in  this  country 
in  large  quantities,  and  in  fuch  per- 
fedtion,  as  to  be  cured  in  a  merchant¬ 
able  manner.  Repeated  experiments 
have  been  alfo  made  on  its  Strength 
as  a  cathartic,  in  which  it  is  found 
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to  be  but  little*  if  at  all,  inferior  to 
the  foreign. 

.  *  ■  \ 

We  conclude  with  repeating  our 
thanks  to  the  Public  for  their  indul¬ 
gent  reception  of  our  paft  labours. 
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I.  Hi/lory  of  an  Extravafation  of  Blood  into 
the  Pericardium ,  by  Jen.  Wright,  Sur~ 
geon. 

THE  third  regiment  of  dragoon  guards 
being  upon  their  return  out  of  Scot* 
land,  the  laft  divifion  marched  out  of  Ber^ 
wick  upon  Tweed  upon  the  twenty-eighth 
of  October,  1749-  ®ne  Parfons,  a  dra¬ 
goon,  about  twenty-eight  years  of  age, 
Itrong  and  healthy,  without  the  leaft  com- 
.  Vol.  VI.  B  plaint 
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plaint  or  diforder  upon  him  previous  to  the 
accident,  had  been  employed  that  morn¬ 
ing  in  lifting  and  loading  the  baggage^ 
in  which  there  were  feme  chefts  and  boxes 
of  a  confiderable  weight.  After  the  carts 
were  loaded,  he  went  to  Tweedmouth  to 
acquaint  the  Captain  that  the  baggage  was 
ready  to  march;  returning  over  the  bridge, 
he  was  feized  with  a  fudden  diforder,  and 
fell  down  ;  being  brought  into  the  town,  I 
was  fent  for.  His  countenance  appeared 
livid  and  bloated,  and  he  looked  like  a 
perfon  ftupidly  drunk  :  his  firft  complaints 
were,  a  great  fenfe  of  coldnefs,  with  fome- 
thing  rifing  in  his  throat  that  feemed  to 
choke  him  :  his  head  was  giddy,  with  a 
frequent  inclination  to  vomit :  he  was  not 
fenfible  of  much  pain,  neither  could  he  ex¬ 
plain  the  feat  of  his  diforder ;  fome times 
refpiration  wrould  be  interrupted  with 
fpafms,  and  then  he  appeared  to  be  in  great 
agony.  But,  the  moft  extraordinary  cir- 
cumftanee  in  this  cafe,  was  a  total  ceffation 
of  the  addon  of  the  heart,  together  with 
the  beating  of  the  arteries  ;  at  leaft,  fo  far 
as  this  could  be  difeovered  by  the  touch. 

The 


« 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  3 

The  twenty- ninth,  1  was  with  him  fre¬ 
quently  ;  he  continued  all  yefterday,  laft 
night,  and  this  day,  in  the  fame  condi¬ 
tion,  without  any  remarkable  alteration : 
fometimes  he  would  complain  of  a  pain  in 
his  left  fide,  and  a  fenfe  of  fomething  rifing 
in  his  throat  (as  he  called  it),  which,  he 
apprehended,  would  choke  him  :  he  num¬ 
bered  frequently ;  but  this  repofe  was  as 
frequently  interrupted :  he  continued  very 
fenfible  all  the  time,  and  anfwered  to  any 
quedion  that  was  afked  him  very  didinfily* 
He  was  able  to  rife,  and  walk  about  the 
room,  and  he  took  whatever  medicine  or 
diet  was  ordered  him.  Towards  night,  he 
had  feveral  motions  downward,  and  with 
one  ftool  voided  fome  blood.  His  extre¬ 
mities  were  now  fomething  warmer,  both 
to  his  own  fenfe,  and  to  the  touch;  but 
not  the  lead  pulfation  of  the  artery  could 
be  difcovered. 

\ 

On  the  thirtieth,  in  the  morning,  I  vi- 
fited  him  pretty  early.  He  had  paffed  the 
night  in  great  confufion  and  diforder  :  he 
was  fitting  by  the  fire,  and  feemed  in  all 
refpe&s  the  fame  as  on  the  preceding  day  ; 

B  2  only 
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only  I  thought  I  could  perceive  a  little 
motion  of  the  temporal  artery  ;  but  it  was 
fo  very  obfcure,  that  I  could  not  be  pofi- 
tive  whether  or  no  it  might  not  be  the 
pulfation  of  the  artery  in  my  own  finger. 
Soon  after  I  left  him,  he  walked  about  the 
chamber  a  confiderable  time,  when,  all  on 
a  hidden,  calling  to  his  comrade  for  help, 
he  fat  down  in  a  chair,  and  died  inftantly. 
This  happened  about  forty-eight  hours 
from  his  firft  falling  down  on  the  bridge. 

It  will  not  be  neceffary  to  trouble  you 
with  a  particular  account  of  the  means  we 
employed  to  reftore  the  circulation.  I 
opened  feveral  veins  the  firft  day,  but  could 
not  get  any  blood ;  the  fecond  day,  I  got 
about  fix  or  feven  ounces.  I  called  on 
Dr.  Boltherftone,  of  Berwick,  and  Mr.  Gee, 
who  is  furgeon  to  Lord  Ancram’s  regiment. 
We  tried  a  femicupium ,  blifters,  and  at  the 
3aft,  the  moft  volatile  ftimulating  medicines 
we  could  think  on. 

As  the  action  of  the  arteries  is  entirely 
governed  by  the  a&ion  of  the  heart,  fo  we 
are  able  to  know,  with  great  certainty,  by 
she  pulfe,  when  the  motion  of  the  heart  is> 

either 
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either  accelerated,  retarded,  or  quite  ob- 
ftru&ed.  With  refpeCt  to  the  caufe  of  this 
diforder,  our  opinions  were  divided  be¬ 
twixt  a  polypus  in  one  of  the  cavities  of  the 
heart,  or  in  fome  of  the  large  adjoining 
blood  veffels ;  and  a  paralyfis  of  the  heart. 
I  muft  own,  I  was  inclined  to  favour  the 
latter  opinion,  and  the  apoplectic- like  man¬ 
ner  in  which  he  nrft  fell  down,  feemed  to 
fupport  this  conjecture. 

Upon  opening  the  abdomen ,  we  found 
all  the  vifcera  natural  and  perfeCt ;  only 
the  mefenteric  veins  feemed  much  didended 
with  blood.  After  this,  carefully  railing 
the  Jlernum ,  and  quite  feparating  it  from 
the  clavicles,  we  had  a  complete  view  of 
the  contents  of  the  thorax .  The  jugulars, 
the  fubclavians,  and  indeed  all  the  veins 
in  the  bread  were  vaftly  diftended  with 
blood ;  the  cellular  fubdance  underneath 
the  Jlernum  was  fo  inflamed  and  furcharged 
with  black  blood,  that  it  appeared  as  if  it 
had  been  bruifed  or  mortified.  All  the  an¬ 
terior  fpace  of  the  bread  was  filled  up  with 
a  large  bag  ;  the  lungs  being  fqueezed  fo 
much  backward  under  the  ribs,  that  it  was 
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with  ionic  difficulty  we  could  difcover 
them.  I  opened  this  bag  the  whole  length, 
and  took  out  near  two  quarts  of  coagulated 
blood :  upon  clearing  all  away  with  a 
fpunge,  the  heart  appeared  fqueezed  and 
ffirivelled  up  to  half,  its  natural  fize  ;  and 
clofe  by  the  right  auricle,  in  the  large  fac 
of  the  vena  cava,  I  diicovered  a  rupture 
about  an  inch  long  :  this  large  bag,  con¬ 
taining  the  heart,  and  this  coagulated 
blood,  was  the  pericardium  diftended  to  this 
monftrous  fize.  Hence  appeared  the  caufe, 
obftru&ing  the  addon  of  the  heart ;  and 
the  reafon  why  the  effufion  was  not  imme¬ 
diately  fatal.  Doctor  Doubleday,  Dr.  Bol- 
therftone,  and  Mr.  Gee,  were  prefent  at 
the  diffe&ion. 

The  coats  of  the  vein  near  the  rupture 
feemed  black  and  rotten ;  which,  together 
with  the  appearance  of  the  cellular  fub- 
ftance  underneath  the Jlernum ,  induced  one 
of  the  gentlemen  that  were  prefent  to 
maintain,  that  there  muft  have  been  an 
inflammation  exifting  for  fome  time  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  accident,  which  had  termi¬ 
nated  in  a  gangrenous  putrefa&ion  of  all 
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the  parts  affeded ;  and  that  the  natural 
ftrength  and  elafticity  of  the  coats  of  the 
vein  had  been  deftroyed  by  this  means. 
But  an  inflammation  cannot  exift,  at  leafl 
it  cannot  advance  through  all  its  ftages,  to 
fuch  a  fatal  period,  without  a  fever  and 
fo me  general  indifpofition  attending  it;  be- 
fides,  an  inflammation  affeding  a  part  in 
motion,  is  immediately  deteded  from  the 
painful  fenfation  it  occafions.  From  the 
abfence  of  all  thefe,  a  negative  conclufion 
offers  itfelf,  equal  to  a  pofltive  proof. 

Whenever  we  exert  our  ftrength  to  a 
great  degree,  refpiration  is  for  a  time  fuf- 
pended,  the  ribs  being  fixed  as  an  immov¬ 
able  fulcrum  for  the  mufcles  of  the  fhoulders 
and  arms  to  ad  upon  ;  and  the  progreffive 
motion  of  the  blood  through  the  lungs,  is 
in  a  confiderable  degree  interrupted,  whilft 
this  violent  effort  continues.  Again,  as 
moft  of  the  external  veins  are  fubjed  to 
compreflion  from  the  violent  contradioti  of 
the  mufcles,  the  blood  muft  neceffarily  be 
accumulated  in  thofe,  where  there  is  the 
leafl  preffure  and  refiftance,  e .  g.  in  the 
large  veins  of  the  head  and  breaft. 

B  4  How 
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Ho  w  much  the  coats  of  the  veins  are 
able  to  refill,  is  fcarce  poflibleto  determine  \ 
but  we  frequently  fee  the  fmaller  veflels 
burft;  and  by  this  cafe  it  feems  probable, 
that  the  diftending  force  of  the  blood  may 
fometimes  be  fo  great,  as  to  endanger,  and 
even  to  overcome,  the  refinance  of  the 
largeft  and  ftrongeft  veflels  in  the  body, 

J.  WRIGHT,  Surgeon  to  the  thirdi 
Regiment  of  Dragoon  Guards, 

London, 

Sept.  7,  1750. 
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II.  Hijiory  of  an  Angina  Pe&oris,  fuccefs- 
fully  treated  by  Dr.  David  Macbride. 
Communicated  by  Dr.  J.  Fothergill. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  NOW  fend  a  cafe  for  your  Medical 
Society  of  an  angina  pefloris,  fuccefsfully 
treated,  which,  I  expert,  -will  give  you 
and  them  a  pleafure.  The  gentleman  who 
has  done  me  the  honour  to  communicate 
it,  does  not  choofe,  for  the  prefent,  to  have 
his  name  mentioned;  but  he  is  of  the  very 
firft  rank  in  this  kingdom,  both  in  refpe£fc 
of  abilities  and  experience  ;  and  left  any 
circumftance  fhould  have  efcaped  his  me¬ 
mory,  I  have,  at  his  defire,  vifited  the 
perfon  whofe  hiftory  is  related,  read  the 
cafe  to  him,  and  talked  over  all  his  former 
fufferings.  At  prefent,  he  is  in  perfedt 
health,  and  full  of  gratitude  for  his  deli¬ 
verance  ;  but  being  rather  delicate,  and 
afraid  that  his  having  an  iflue  might  pof- 
fibly  come  to  the  knowledge  of  his  com¬ 
mon 
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mon  acquaintances,  he  alfo  requefted  that 
his  name  might  not  be  given. — -Here  fol¬ 
lows  the  cafe,  as  it  was  conveyed  to  me  by 
letter  :  ,  ;  ■ '  8  '  i 

i  •  1 

■ 

u  A.  B.  a  tall,  well-made  man;  rather 
large  than  otherwife ;  of  healthy  parents, 
except  that  there  had  been  a  little  gout  in 
his  family;  temperate,  and  being  very  atten¬ 
tive  to  the  bufmefs  of  his  trade  (that  of  a 
watchmaker),  had  led  a  life  uncommonly  fe¬ 
ci  entary  ;  from  a  boy  had  been  remarkably 
fubjedt  to  alarming  inflammations  of  his 
throat,  which  feized  him  at  lead  once  in 
the  courfe  of  the  year ;  in  all  other  refpedts 
well. 

In  1767  (then  forty-eight  years  of  age) 
he  was  taken,  without  any  evident  caufe, 
with  a  fudden  and  very  difpiriting  throb¬ 
bing  under  his  Jlernum  ;  it  foon  afterwards 
increafed,  and  returned  upon  him  every 
third  or  fourth  week,  accompanied  with 
great  anxiety  ;  very  laborious  breathing ; 
choking;  a  fenfation  of  fullnefs  and  dif- 
tenfion  in  his  head  ;  a  bloated  and  flufhed 
countenance  ;  turgid  and  watery  eyes ;  and 

a  very 
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a  very  irregular  and  unequal  pulfe.  The 
paroxyfm  invaded  almoft  conftantly  while 
he  was  fitting  after  dinner;  though  now 
and  then  he  was  feized  with  it  in  the 
morning,  when  walking  a  little  fafter  than 
ufual ;  and  was  then  obliged  to  flop,  and 
reft  on  any  object  at  hand  r  once  or  twice 
it  came  on  in  bed,  but  did  not  oblige  him 
to  fit  up,  as  it  was  then  attended  with  no 
great  difficulty  of  breathing.  In  the  af¬ 
ternoon  fits,  his  greateft  eafe  was  from  a 
fupine  pofture,  in  which  he  ufed  to  con¬ 
tinue  motionlefs  for  fome  hours,  until, 
quite  fpent  and  worn  out  with  anguiffi,  he 
dropt  into  a  dumber  :  in  the  intervals  be¬ 
tween  thefe  attacks,  which  at  length  grew 
fo  frequent  as  to  return  every  four  or  five 
days,  he  was,  to  appearance,  in  perfect 
health. 

Thus  matters  continued  for  more  than 
two  years ;  and  various  antifpafmodics 
were  ineffectually  tried  for  his  relief.  In 
1769,  there  fupervened  a  very  ffiarp  con- 
ftriCtory  pain  at  the  upper  part  of  the 
jlernum ,  ftretching  equally  on  each,  fide, 
attended  with  the  former  fymptoois  of 

anxiety. 
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anxiety,  dyfpncea,  choking,  &c.  and  with 
an  excruciating  cramp,  as  he  called  it,  that 
could  be  covered  with  a  crown  piece,  in 
each  of  his  arms,  between  the  elbow  and 
the  wrift,  exa&ly  at  the  infertion  of  the 
pronator  teres :  the  relt  of  the  limb  was 
quite  free.  The  fits  were  fometimes 
brought  on,  and  always  exafperated,  by 
any  agitation  of  mind  or  body.  He^once 
attempted  to  ride  on  horfeback  during  the 
paroxyfm,  but  the  experiment  was  near 
proving  fatal  to  him.  The  difference  of 
feafon  or  weather  made  no  impreffion  on 
him ;  ftill,  in  the  intervals,  his  health  was 
perfectly  good,  except  that  his  eyes,  which, 
before  his  illnefs,  were  remarkably  ftrong 
and  clear,  were  now  grown  extremely  ten¬ 
der,  and  his  fight  much  impaired  ;  he  had 
no  flatulency  of  his  ftomach,  and  his  bowels 
were  regular. 

In  this  fituation,  Feb.  22,  1770,  he  ap¬ 
plied  to  me  for  affiftance. — I  had  feen,  I 
believe,  eight  or  ten  of  thefe  frightful  cafes  be¬ 
fore  ;  and  two  of  the  patients  dropped  down 
dead  fuddenly.  They  were  men  between 
forty  and  fifty  years  of  age,  and  of  a  make 
%  - '  fomewhat 
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fomewhat  fleffiy :  the  fate  of  the  others  I 
was  not  informed  of ;  or,  at  leaft,  cannot 
now  recoiled:* 

Having  formerly  found  the  total  ineffi¬ 
cacy  of  blifters,  and  the  whole  clafs  of  ner¬ 
vous  medicines,  in  the  treatment  of  this 
anomalous  fpafm,  I  thought  it  now  right* 
to  attempt  the  correcting  or  draining  off 
of  the  irritating  fluid.  To  this  purpofe,  I 
ordered  a  mixture  of  aq .  calc  is  mag:  c .  with 
a  little  of  the  aq.  juniperi  com.  and  a  fmall 
proportion  of  Huxham’s  antimonial  wine  * 
as  an  alterative,  I  put  the  patient  on  a 
plain, light,  perfpirable  diet;  and  reftrained 
him  from  all  vifcid,  flatulent,  and  acrimo¬ 
nious  aliments.  By  purfuing  this  courfe, 
he  was  foon  apparently  mended  ;  but  after 
he  had  periifted  in  it  regularly  for,  at  leaft, 
two  months,  he  kept  for  fome  time  at  a 
ftand.  I  then  ordered  a  large  iffue  to  be 
opened  in  each  of  his  thighs.  One  only 
was  made;  however,  as  foon  as  it  began 
to  difcharge,  his  amendment  manifeftly  in- 
creafed  ;  the  frequency  and  feverity  of  the 
fits  abated  confiderably  ;  and  he  continued 
improving  gradually,  until,  at  the  end  of 

eighteen 
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eighteen  months,  he  was  reftored  to  per¬ 
fect  health  ;  which  he  has  enjoyed  without 
the  leaft  interruption  till  now,  except  when 
he  has  been  tempted  (perhaps  once  in  a 
twelvemonth)  to  tranfgrefs  rules,  by  mak> 
ing  a  large  meal  on  faked  meat,  or  indulge 
ing  himfelf  in  ale,  or  rum  punch  (each  of 
which  never  failed  to  diforder  him  from 
the  beginning  of  his  illnefs) ;  and  even  on 
thefe  occafions  he  has  felt  no  more  than 
the  flighted:  notice  of  his  former  fuffer- 
ings ;  infomuch  that  he  would  defpife  the 
attack,  if  it  did  not  appear  to  be  of  the 
fame  flock  with  his  old  complaint.  No 
other  caufe  has  had  the  leaft  ill  effeCt  on 
him. — Though  rum  was  fo  conftantly  hurt¬ 
ful,  yet  punch,  made  with  a  maceration 
of  black  currants  in  our  vulgar  corn  fpirit, 
is  a  liquor  that  agrees  remarkably  well  with 
him. 

He  never  took  any  medicine  after  the 
iflue  began  to  difcharge ;  and  I  have  di¬ 
rected  that  it  fhall  be  kept  open  as  long 
as  he  lives.  The  inflammations  of  his 
throat  have  difappeared  for  five  years  paft ; 
he  has  recovered  the  ftrength  and  clear- 

nefs 
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nefs  of  his  fight ;  and  his  health  feems 
now  to  be  entirely  re-eftablifhed.5> 
oa.  25,  1776. 

This  very  alarming  difeafe  is  not  fo  com¬ 
mon  in  this  country  as  it  appears  to  be  in 
England  ;  as  the  Gentleman  who  furnifhes 
the  above  hiftory  has  not,  in  near  forty 
years  mod  extend  ve  practice,  met  with 
more  than  eight  or  ten  cafes  ;  and  it  is  now 
above  fix  years  fince  he  has  heard  of  any  ; 
a  fure  proof  of  its  not  being  frequent,  fince, 
if  it  had,  he  undoubtedly  would  have  been 
often  confulted.  I  have  alfo,  within  thefe 
few  days,  converfed'  with  forne  more  of 
our  mod  eminent  pra&itioners,  who  have 
feen  a  great  deal  of  bufinefs  ;  but  not  one 
of  them  remembers  any  cafe  exaftly  fimi- 
lar  to  the  prefent,  or  thole  which  have 
been  fo  graphically  defcribed  by  yourfelf 
and  Dr,  Heberden.  For  my  own  part,  I 
have  never  met  with  one  ;  but  if  I  may  be 
allowed  to  turn  theorid  on  this  occafion, 
I  Ihould  afcribe  the  exemption  to  two  cir- 
cumdances,  wherein  the  people  of  the  two 
kingdoms  materially  differ:  the  one,  re- 
5  ,  ipeCting 
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fpe&ing  the  proportional  numbers  of  fe- 
dentary  perfons  ;  the  other,  regarding  th 6 
general  courfe  of  living.  In  England,  and 
efpecially  the  capital,  at  leaft  fifty  ptt^a 
are  occupied  in  the  feveral  branches  of  the 
finer  mechanic  arts,  for  one  that  is  fo  em¬ 
ployed  in  Ireland ;  and  the  pofture,  in 
which  the  moft  part  of  thefe  ingenious 
artifts  are  conftrained  to  fit  at  their  work* 
neceffarily  tends  to  impede  the  circulation 
through  all  the  parts  contained  in  the  tho¬ 
rax.  -  With  you,  men  of  all  ranks  certainly 
eat  larger  quantities  of  grofs  animal  food* 
and  drink  more  freely  of  malt  liquors  and 
fophifticated  wines,  than  we  do  ;  for  our 
lower  fort  may  be  faid  to  live  entirely  on 
a  vegetable  and  milk  diet ;  and  thofe  who 
are  in  any  thing  like  eafy  circumftances* 
conftantly  drink  either  punch  or  wines*, 
efpecially  French;  and  our  port,  as  yet, 
is  brought  to  us  entire  from  abroad;  the 
vintners  not  having  found  out  the  way  of 
brewing  it  at  home.  Hence  I  prefume  it 
is,  that  we  much  feldomer  fee  morbid  de¬ 
grees  of  obefity  than  you  do;  and  from  all 
the  diffe&ions  of  perfons  who  have  been 
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carried  off  by  the  difeafe  In  queftion,  it 
appears  that  an  increafe  of  fat  is,  at  leaft- 
one  predifpofing  caufe.  The  immediate 
paroxyfm  indeed  feems  to  depend  on  a 
fpafm  of  the  heart.,  which,  we  may  well 
believe,  can  only  take  place  in  an  inferior 
degree,  as  long  as  the  patient  continues 
to  furvive  the  fits;  fince  a  fpafm  here,  of 
any  violence  or  duration,  muft  infallibly 
prove  fatal  :  but  this  affection  of  the  heart, 
like  fimilar  affe&ions  of  any  other  mufclc, 
may  be  excited  by  a  variety  of  caufes, 
which  (hall  not  appear  on  diffe&ion,  or 
leave  the  leaft  trace  for  the  obfervation  of 
the  anatomift ;  fo  we  may  infer  that, 
though  the  angina  pedloris  cannot  well  fail 
to  fupervene,  and  frequently  put  an  end  to 
the  patient’s  fufferings  by  a  fudden  death, 
in  fubjedts  where  there  are  offifications  of 
the  valves,  or  great  blood  veffels$  accu- 
mu^tion  of  fat ;  dropfy  of  the  pericardium ; 
preternatural  enlargement  of  the  ventri¬ 
cles  ;  or  other  mal-conformation  of  the 
heart :  yet,  that  it  may  alfo  proceed  from 
other  caufes  of  a  more  yielding  nature, 
and  which  are  capable  of  being  mitigated, 
Vol.  VI.  C  or 
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or  removed,  appears  plainly  from  one  of 
the  cafes  which  you  have  already  given  to 
the  Public,  as  well  as  from  this  which  is 

t 

now  before  us. 

I  find,  upon  looking  into  Sauvage*$ 
Nofologia  (4to  edit.  vol.  ii.  page  85 — 88), 
under  the  title  Cardiogmus ,  fome  hifiories 
of  difeafes  that  come  very  near  the  angina 
fell  oris ;  but  the  defcriptions  are  fo  con- 
traded,  that  the  cafes  are  far  from  being 
diftindly  and  well  marked,  like  thofe  which 
are  given  in  the  2d  and  3d  vols.  of  the 
Medical  Tranfadions,  and  5th  of  the  Me¬ 
dical  Inquiries  and  Gbfervations. 

As  cafes  of  this  fort  feem  to  occur  pretty 
often  in  the  courfe  of  the  London  pradice, 
I  have  no  doubt  but  you  will  embrace  the 
firfi:  opportunity  of  trying  the  effeds  of 
iffues,  which  have  evidently  proved  of  in¬ 
finite  ufe  in  this  cafe,  which  I  have  the1 
honour  to  fend  you. — I  am,  with  the  mofi 
perfed  efteem. 

Bear  Sir, 

Your  mod  faithful  and 
obedient.  Servant, 
DAVID  MACBRIDE. 

Dublin, 

3d  Nov.  177 6, 
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III.  Two  Cafes  of  Dropfy  fuccefsfitlly  treated 
by  moderate  Dofes  of  Opium  \  from  Mr . 
John  Mafon,  Surgeon ,  at  Leicefter. 

Communicated  by  Dr.  John  Fothergill. 

.  /  > 

SIR, 

0  \ 

WHEN  I  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
you  in  town,  I  mentioned  a  cafe  of 
a  dropfy  cured  by  fmall  dofes  of  opium, 
and  you  was  pleafed  to  obferve  it  was  an 
uncommon  one.  I  have  therefore  taken 
the  liberty  to  trouble  you  with  a  particu¬ 
lar  account  of  that,  together  with  another 
I  had  from  Dr.  Arnold,  a  phyfician  of 
this  place  in  good  pradice,  which,  if 
you  think  worthy  a  place  in  the  London 
Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  or  any 
other  publication,  I  fhould  think  myfelf 
much  honoured  if  you  would  put  them 
into  fuch  form  as  you  fhall  think  proper, 
fo  as  to  appear  deferving  the  attention  of 
the  Faculty. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  the  greatefl:  efteem, 

Your  much  obliged  humble  fervant, 

JOHN  MASON. 

Leicefter, 

26th  Jan.  1777. 

c  2 
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CASE  I. 

Mary  Godfrey,  of  this  place,  about  the 
month  of  March  1766,  when  in  the  for¬ 
tieth  year  of  her  age,  was  attacked  with 
an  ague  ;  after  which,  fhe  had  a  total  fup- 
preffion  of  the  menfes  ;  and,  in  about  a  year 
after,  the  abdomen  was  fwelled  to  an  amaz¬ 
ing  fize,  when  fhe  fubmitted  to  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  paracentefis ,  and  about  eight 
quarts  of  water  were  drawn  off.  The 
fwelling,  in  a  great  meafure,  ftill  remained; 
and  in  about  a  month  afterwards,  fix  quarts 
more  were  taken  away.  The  fwelling  ftill 
continued,  and  being  in  great  pain,  fhe 
took  fmall  dofes  of  opium.  Half  a  dram 
of  opium  was  infufed  in  half  a  pirit  of  gin, 
of  which  fhe  took  a  tea-fpoonful  once  or 
twice  a  day.  By  the  ufe  of  this,  her  pain 
abated,  the  difcharge  of  urine  increafed, 
and  her  fwelling  foon  became  confiderably 
lefs.  She  has  continued  to  take  the  opiate, 
and  has  been  entirely  free  from  the  complaint 
ever  fince  ;  except  that,  when  fhe  negledts 
her  medicine,  the  pain  and  fwelling  gra¬ 
dually  return;  but  immediately  upon  re- 

affuming 
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afluming  the  life  of  her  opiate,  the  pain 
ceafes,  fhe  has  a  copious  difcharge  of  urine, 
and  the  fwelling  of  her  belly  fubfides.  She 
has  had  no  return  of  her  menftrual  eva¬ 
cuations,  is  now  exceedingly  thin,  and  is 
in  good  health. 

Leicefter, 
z5th  Jan.  1777, 

CASE  II. 

Dr.  Arnold,  a  phyfician  of  this  place, 
informs  me,  that  he  has  fometimes  feen 
good  effects  from  laudanum  in  droplies, 

-  particularly  in  the  following  cafe. - A 

woman  of  forty-two  years  of  age  had  la¬ 
boured  under  a  dropfy  for  more  than  eleven 
weeks,  four  weeks  before  the  delivery  of 
a  child,  and  feven  weeks  after.  The  dif¬ 
charge  from  the  uterus  was  entirely  wa¬ 
tery,  and  fhe  had  no  milk.  She  had  a 
confiant  feverifbt  heat,  diarrhoea,  cough, 
and  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  flept  very 
little.  She  took  fpir .  bfindereri^  with  Jyr. 
emeconio ,  in  fmall  dofes,  three  times  a  day. 
Her  wlegs,  thighs,  and  belly  were  rubbed 
with  flannel,  moiftened  with  oil,  night  and 

G  3  morning. 
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morning.  She  took  of  opium  from  about 
two  thirds  of  a  grain  to  a  grain  and  half 
every  night  at  bed-time,  and  drank  nothing 
except  half  a  pint  of  red  port  wine,  which 
was  allowed  her  daily.  By  this  method 
fhe  refted  tolerably  well ;  foon  began  to 
difcharge  a  confiderable  quantity  of  urine 
daily ;  and  her  belly,  thighs,  and  legs 
fubfided.  The  cure  was  completed  by  the* 
ufe  of  bark,  joined  with  cordial  and  aftrin- 
gent  medicines. 

,  * 

Thefe,  though  Angle  cafes,  may  contri¬ 
bute  their  mite  to  the  flock  of  experience 
on  this  fubjeft,  and  prove  not  altogether 
ufeiefs,  when  compared  with  the  few  iimi- 
lar  obfervations  already  handed  down  to 
us  by  Andromachus,  iEtius,  and  Scribo- 
nius  Largus,  among  the  antients;  and  by 
•  Platerus,  Bartholine,  Willis,  Mead,  Monro* 
Ritter,  and  others,  among  the  moderns. 
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I  V.  Cafe  of  an  Aneurifm  in  the  Aorta ,  and 
in  the  left  carotid  Artery ,  which  burf 
into  the  Trachea .  5/  John  Hall,  of  Broad- 
ftreet,  Surgeon  ;  late  Surgeon  to  the 
Leicefter  Infirmary .  Communicated  by 
Dr.  W.  Hunter. 

RIchard  Trigg,  aged  for  ty-  eight 
years,  of  an  athletic  habit  of  body, 
and  who  had  been  accuftomed  to  hard  la¬ 
bour,  his  occupation  being  that  of  a  porter, 
had  like  wife  drank  very  freely,  and  lived 
otherwise  with  great  irregularity.  He  had 
been  affe&ed  with  a  difficulty  of  breathing 
for  a  month  paft,  together  with  a  flight 
cough,  and  at  intervals  he  expe&orated 
mucus  pretty  deeply  tinged  with  blood  :  he 
had  likewife,  at  the  fame  time,  perceived 
an  increafmg  tumour  on  the  neck,  fituated 
on  the  left  fide  of  the  trachea,  and  the  fu- 
perior  part  of  the  tumour  extending  before 
it.  This  tumour  was  about  the  fize  of  a 
fmall  hen's  egg.  Thefe  complaints  had 
gradually  increafed  until  this  time,  the  29th 

C  4  of 
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of  October  1776,  when  he  was  admitted 
a  patient  into  the  Leicefter  Infirmary. 

With  the  mod  able  medical  affiftance, 
the  difficulty  of  breathing  and  hdsmoptoe 
very  foon  left  him,  and  in  about  a  week’s 
time  he  became  free  from  his  complaints, 
except  the  tumour  on  his  neck,  which  be¬ 
ing  fuppofed  to  be  an  aneurifm,  medical 
affiftance,  on  that  account,  was  thought  to 
be  of  no  avail,  he  was  therefore  difcharged 
the  hofpital,  apparently  well  in  other  re- 
*  ' 

The  pth  of  November  he  had  a  return 
of  his  former  complaints,  for  which  he  was 
re-admitted  into  the  hofpital.  Thefe  ills 
were  again  almoft:  totally  removed  :  but 
on  the  26th  of  November  he  again  fpit 
up  blood,  though  in  a  very  fmall  quantity, 
and  without  any  material  inconvenience. 
On  the  27th,  his  fpitting  of  blood  was  ra¬ 
ther  increafed,  but  was  yet  inconfiderable. 
He  had  been,  through  the  day,  very  cheer¬ 
ful,  finding  himfelf  greatly  relieved  from 
his  complaints,  and  expected  a  fpeedy  re¬ 
covery  ;  he  had  taken  his  food  with  a  good 
appetite,  and  in  the  evening,  after  cheer*. 

fully . 


Me  die  al  Obfervations  and  Inquiries 25 

fully  eating  his  fupper  with  the  other  pa¬ 
tients,  he  retired  to  his  bed  in  the  higheft 
fpirits.  Immediately  afterwards  he  was 
feized  with  a  fit  of  coughing,  which  was 
occafioned  (as  he  himfelf  exprefled  it)  by 
a  bit  of  bread  going  the  wrong  way  ;  he 
was  foon  eafier,  and  undreffing  himfelf,  got 
into  bed.  Soon  after  this  he  was  again 
attacked  by  the  cough ;  he  called  out  for 
help ;  he  was  fupported  over  the  fide  of 
the  bed  by  two  affiftants,  and  (pit  up  fome 
more  blood  ;  when  fuddenly  he  brought 
up  about  eight  ounces  of  blood  and  mucus% 
and  inftantly  expired. 

The  caufe  of  his  fudden  death  not  being 
fo  clearly  underflood  as  might  be  wifhed, 
we  had  recourfe  to  an  examination  of  the 
parts  after  death,  in  order  the  more  fully 
to  invefligate  it :  the  appearances  of  which, 
as  they  were  fliewn  by  diffe&ion,  I  will 
beg  leave  to  relate. 

On  laying  bare  the  thoracic  vifcera>  the 
lungs  appeared  to  be  in  the  higheft  ftate 
of  infpiration,  fo  as  alrrioft  wholly  to  in- 
clofe  the  heart :  they  appeared  to  be  in  a 

healthy 
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healthy  condition,  except  that  the  veflels  on 
their  furface  were  uncommonly  turgid. 

After  laying  bare  the  heart  and  large 
veflels,  the  aorta  appeared  to  be  confider- 
ably  enlarged,  from  the  heart  to  that  part 
where  it  fends  off*  the  right  carotid  and 
fubclavian  arteries.  At  this  place  the  ar¬ 
tery  began  to  be  dilated  pofteriorly  into  an 
aneurifmal  fac,  about  the  fize  of  a  turkey's 
egg,  which  fpread  itfelf  towards  the  left, 
immediately  behind  the  carotid  and  fub¬ 
clavian  arteries,  going  off  from  the  fupe- 
rior  part  of  the  arch  of  the  aorta ,  rifing 
above  the  margin  of  that  arch,  and  being 
apparent  between  the  lower  extremities  of 
thofe  veflels.  The  aneurifmal  fac  was  at¬ 
tached  backwards  to  "the  trachea ,  to  which 
it  very  firmly  adhered.  The  defcending 
portion  of  the  aorta^  as  low  down  as  the 
fix th  or  feventh  dorfal  vertebra ,  was  en¬ 
larged,  and  in  two  or  three  places  had  con- 
fiderable  aneurifmal  facculi. 

The  right  carotid  and  fubclavian  arteries 
had  nothing  remarkable  in  their  appear¬ 
ance,  only  that  they  went  off  more  at  a 
right  line  with  the  afcending  aorta  than 

ufually 
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ufually  appears.  Probably  that  might  be 
occafioned  by  the  increafing  aneurifm  pufh- 
ing  that  part  of  the  aorta  from  which  they 
arife,  more  towards  the  right  fide,  and 
confequently  having,  in  a  great  meafure, 
taken  away  the  ufiial  curvature. 

The  left  carotid  artery  was  found  di¬ 
lated  to  the  fize  of  a  fmall  hen’s  egg,  about 
an  inch  and  half  above  the  aorta->  the  aneu- 
.rifmal  fac  lypg  obliquely  upon  the  infe¬ 
rior  part  of  the  larynx ,  and  the  upper  end 
of  the  trachea .  This  enlargement  of  the 
artery  was  filled  with  a  pretty  firm  coa- 
gulum*. 

The  left  fubclavian  artery  went  off  at  a 
much  greater  diftance  from  the  carotid 
than  ufual,  being  fituated  more  than  an 
inch  diftant  to  the  left  of  it.  There  did 
not  appear  to  be  any  more  aneurifms  in  the 

*  The  different  enlargements  in  the  arteries,  in  this 
as  well  as  in  feme  other  cafes  deferibed  by  authors,  feems 
to  confirm  the  doftrine,  that  aneurifms  are  often  at  lead 
owing  to  a  weaknefs  in  the  arterial  fyilem,  rather  than  to 
a  drain,  bruife,  or  local  injury :  a  circumflance  which  is 
unfavourable  to  the  prognoftic  that  is  to  be  made,  when 
the  operation  is  performed  in  fuch  cafes. 

S  large 
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large  arteries,  which  were  carefully  exa¬ 
mined. 

After  making  the  proper  ligatures,  we- 
attempted  to  fill  the  heart  and  large  arteries 
with  tallow,  in  order  to  preferve  the  form 
of  them  in  drying  ;  but  in  doing  this  we 
did  not  perfectly  fucceed,  the  inje&ion 
palling  very  freely  out  again  by  the  tra¬ 
chea *  This  made  us  fufpedt  what  was 
really  the  cafe ;  for  on  endeavouring  to 
feparate  the  aneurifmal  fac  from  the  tra¬ 
chea ,  we  found  fo  ftrong  an  adhefion  be¬ 
tween  them,  and  their  united  coats  fo  thin 
withal,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  divide 
them ;  therefore  we  removed  only  that 
part  of  the  trachea  which  did  not  thus  ad¬ 
here.  On  doing  this  we  found  the  in¬ 
ferior  part  of  the  trachea  filled  with  blood, 
and  on  removing  the  tallow  which  adhered 
oppofite  the  aneurifmal  fac,  we  discovered 
feveral  fmall  apertures  into,  it*  through 
which  we  could  fee  the  coagulum  that 
nearly  filled  up  that  pouch.  The  coats  of 
the  fac  and  the  fubftance  of  the  trachea , 
conjoined,  were  exceedingly  thin,  and  ex¬ 
actly  refembled  a  piece  of  thin  leather  worn 

through 
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through  by  long  fridion.  We  found  fix 
or  feven  of  thefe  openings  ;  they  were  very 
irregular  in  their  figures,  the  largeft  of 
them  would  admit  two  goofe  quills ;  the 
others  were  much  fmaller  3  but  probably 
the  force  of  the  injedion  might  have  en¬ 
larged  thefe  orifices,  though  from  the  very 
eafy  manner  in  which  the  injedion  efcaped, 
we  could  not  employ  any  great  degree  of 
force  *. 

Thefe  openings  were  fituated  between 
the  cartilaginous  rings  of  the  trachea ,  fome 
marks  of  the  cartilages  yet  remaining. 

This  patient  had  enjoyed  the  greateft 
fhare  of  health,  till  within  two  months  be¬ 
fore  his  death ;  when  he  began  to  find 
fome  difficulty  in  breathing,  and  perceived 
the  aneurifin  of  the  carotid  artery  to  in- 
creafe. 

*  The  termination  of  the  difeafe  clearly  confirms  the 
prognoftic  made  by  Dr.  Hunter,  and  the  doftrine  laid 
down  by  him  concerning  prefTure  in  aneurifms.  See  Me¬ 
dical  Obfervations,  vol.  i.  page  334,  G.  and  page  343, 
fe&.  vii. 
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References  to  the  annexed  Plate . 

A  The  aneurifm  of  the  left  carotid  artery. 
B  The  aneurifm  of  the  aorta . 

C  Aorta  afcendens ,  confiderably  enlarged. 
Z)  Subclavian  artery  (right). 

E  Carotid  artery  (right). 

F  Subclavian  artery  (left). 

G  Aorta  defcendens  fomewhat  enlarged. 
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V.  The  Cafe  of  Mr.  Holder,  by  Mr.  Richard 
Brown  Chefton,  Surgeon ,  at  Gioucefter, 
Communicated  by  Dr.  W.  Hunter. 


R.  Holder,  about  forty  years  of 


XiA.  age,  of  an  athletic  conflitution  and 
a&ive  difpofition,  towards  the  latter  end 
of  the  year  1774,  was  frequently,  when 
walking  faft,  attacked  with  an  uneafy  fen- 
fation  in  his  chef!:,  particularly  under  the 
Jlernum ,  which,  upon  checking  the  degree 
of  motion  that  brought  it  on,  almoft  as  in- 
ftantaneoufly  vanifhed. 

He  firft  perceived  this  uneafinefs  about 
four  years  before,  and  obferving  it  to  come 
on  chiefly  when  walking  foon  after  a  meal, 
and  that  the  fenfation  was  much  like  what 
he  had  felt  upon  fwallowing  haftily  a  large 
draught  of  fmall  beer,  which  painfully 
diflended  the  (efophagus he  confidered  it 
as  arifing  merely  from  flatulence,  and 
thinking  himfelf  in  every  other  refpeft  in 
the  higheft  degree  of  health,  he  difregarded 


thefe 
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thefe  attacks,  and  was  fcarcely  ever  heard 
to  fpeak  of  them,  unlefs  to  thofe  friends 
who  were  in  company  with  him  at  the 
time  they  happened. 

The  high  degree  of  reputation  he  had 
moft  defervedly  gained  as  a  furgeon  and 
apothecary,  occafioned  his  bufinefs  to  be 
very  extenfive,  and  of  courfe  he  was  con* 
tinually  expofed  to  the  uncertainties  and 
inclemencies  of  the  weather,  from  which 
he  fuffered  much,  at  various  times,  in  the 
year  1774. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve  here, 
that  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  was  one 
of  the  moft  healthy  and  temperate  of  men. 
About  twenty-two  he  was  attacked  with  a 
jaundice,  which  continued  on  him  fix 
weeks,  and  was  at  laft  cured  upon  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  a  gall-ftone.  From  that  time  he 
became  fubjed  to  great  fecretions  of  bile, 
which  frequently  paffed  off  both  by  vomit 
and  ftool,  and  were  attended  with  fuch  ex- 
quifite  pains  in  his  ftomach  and  inteftines, 
as  could  only  be  allayed  by  opiates.  Find* 
ing  by  experience,  that  a  flout  generous 
cyder  was  the  beft  prefervative  agamft  thefe 
7  attacks, 
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attacks,  he  made  it  his  conftant  liquor,  till 
its  fcarcity  in  the  year  1772  and  1773  pre¬ 
vented  his  procuring  it  as  ufual.  From  this 
time  he  took  to  beer.  - 

About  Auguft  17745  finding  his  ftomach 
much  difordered  and  the  powers  6f  digef- 
tion  impaired,  he  left  off  malt  liquors,  and 
made  ufe  of  cold  water,  with  toafted  bread 
in  it,  drinking  but  little  wine  after  dinner, 
and  in  the  evening  a  few  glafles  of  rum  and 
water* 

At  firft  he  imagined  that  he  was  much 
relieved  by  this  alteration,  his  appetite  was 
reftored,  and  his  food,  which  he  eat  rather 
Voracioufly,  paffed  eafy  off  his  ftomach. 
He  therefore  continued  in  this  courfe  for 
near  three  months ;  whe'n  obferving  that 
he  began  to  lofe  fiefti,  and  feeling  his 
ftrength  and  fpirits  unequal  to  his  bufinefs, 
he  returned  to  his  former  way  of  living, 

and  drank  his  wine  as  before. 

✓  - 

In  the  month  of  January  177^,  the  com¬ 
plaint  in  his  cheft  became  more  frequent, 

and  in  its  paroxyfms  feemed  to  increafe  in 

/'  .  * 

degree  as  well  as  duration  ;  but  determin¬ 
ing,  if  poflxble,  to  be  fuperior  to  it,  he 
Vol,  VI.  D  /  purfued 
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purfued  his  bufinefs  with  his  ufual  dili¬ 
gence,  and  feldoin  rode  lefs  than  thirty  or 
forty  miles  every  day.  At  the  end  of  this 
month  he  was  firfl  attacked  with  the  com¬ 
plaint  on  horfeback,  but  upon  checking 
his  pace,  he  found  it  pafs  off  as  ufual  when 
on  foot.  However,  from  this  time  he 
feldom  rode  without  being  more  or  lefs 
fenfible  of  it,  till  by  degrees  it  became  fo 
repeatedly  troublefome,  that  he  could  not 
bear  the  motion  of  his  horfe  if  his  pace 
exceeded  a  walk. 

The  beginning  of  February,  after  being 
caught  in  a  violent  fhower  of  rain,  he  was 
feized  with  a  cough,  hoarfenefs,  and  fuch 
a  proftration  of  ftrength,  as  confined  him 
to  his  houfe.  In  this  ftate  I  vifited  him, 
and  learned  the  following  further  particu¬ 
lars  :  That  the  uneafinefs  he  formerly 
ufed  'to  feel  upon  motion,  and  which  fel¬ 
dom  attacked  him  when  at  reft,  was  for 

the  laft  week  increafed  to  a  conftant  and 

* 

fixed  pain  under  the ftemum>  which  at  that 
time  affe&ed  his  refpiration  fo  much,  that 
to  walk  up  flairs,  or  even  acrofs  the  room, 
unlefs  in  the  moft  gentle  and  equal  pace, 

threatened 
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threatened  an  immediate  fuffbeation  ;  nay, 
that  he  differed  nearly  as  much  even  when 
attempting  to  get  into  bed,  though  he  va¬ 
ried  his  pofition  with  the  greateft  caution 
and  care ;  but  that  after  a  time,  when  the 
effects  of  this  fatigue  were  over,  he  fre¬ 
quently  fell  into  a  kind  fleep,  and  paffed  a 
refrefhing  night.  When  he  got  up  in  the 
morning,  his  pains  returned,  nor  was  he 
.at  eafe  till  fome  time  after  he  had  fettled 
himfelf  in  his  fitting-room  for  the  day. 
Of  late,  his  pain  had  extended  itfelf  fur¬ 
ther  into  the  right  fide  of  the  thorax ,  and 
upwards  to  his  neck,  where  he  was  con- 
ftantly  fenfible  of  a  noife,  like  as  from  a 
Jlream  of  water  faffing  over  obf ructions , 
or  forcing  a  paffage  through  a  narrow  con¬ 
fined  place  ;  but  that,  upon  fome  occafions, 
when  it  became  more  remarkable,  he 
would  compare  it  to  the  dafhing  of  water 
when  firuck  with  a  pole  *.  His  pulfe  at 
the  wrift  was,  in  general,  hard  and  con¬ 
tracted,  without  the  lead  intermiffion  ;  but 
the  motion  of  his  heart  could  not  be  per- 

*  Whenever  the  words  are  in  Italic,  they  are  to  beconh- 
dered  as  the  particular  exprefiicns  of  Mr.  Holder. 

.  D  2  ceived, 
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ceived,  though  examined  with  the  greateff 
attention  :  his  hands  and  feet  were  always 
cold,  and  fo  benumbed,  that  very  little 
feeling  remained  in  them  ;  the  lower  parts 
of  his  legs  were  flightly  cedematous. 

Upon  a  fuppofition  that  his  increafed 
complaints  arofe  from  a  recent  cold,  efpe- 
cially  as  he  now  had  a  mod  troublefome 
cough,  an  unufual  fymptom  in  his  former 
ftate,  he  took  away  about  fix  ounces  of 
blood,  which  afterwards  feemed  to  have 
reduced  him  very  much.  In  it  there  were 
little  figns  of  inflammation,  but  the  ferum 
bore  a  very  high  bilious  tinge.  For  the 
relief  of  thefe  fymptoms,  he  prefcribed  for 
himfelf  lac  ammonia ci  oxymel  fcillitic .  &c. 
and  a  blifter  on  the  Jlernum. 

His  complaints  however  increafed.  The 
gufliing  noife  in  the  thorax  feemed  to  him¬ 
felf  fo  much  more  ftrong  and  loud,  that  he 
often  expreffed  his  furprife  at  its  not  being  ' 
heard  by  thofe  who  were  in  company  with 
him.  The  pain  likewife  became  at  times 
fo  great,  that  though  he  bore  it  with  the 
utmoft  refolution,  it  was  ftrongly  expreffed 
by  a  great  alteration  in  his  countenance  ; 

*  and 
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and  as  his  ftrength  daily  diminifhed,  he 
found  himfelf  much  more  at  eafe  by  con¬ 
tinuing  almoft  conftantly  in  an  horizontal 
pofture.  In  this  fituation  he  was  often  fo 
comfortable,  and  free  from  any  difagree- 
able  fenfations,  that  he  would  converfe 
with  as  much  cheerfulnefs  and  powers,  as 
though  not  liable  to  fuch  dreadful  attacks. 

He  now  found  that  preffure  on  the  ca¬ 
rotid  artery  quite  filenced  the  noife  in  the 
thorax ,  but  if  it  was  continued  for  any 
time,  or  with  any  degree  of  force,  he  buf¬ 
fered  an  increafe  of  pain,  which  was  not 
entirely  removed  till  the  noife  returned  to 
its  ufual  Hate.  An  opinion  having  been 
given  that  his  complaints  were  occasioned 
by  an  aneurifmatical  enlargement  of  the 
lubclavian  artery,  the  two  carotids  were 
frequently  examined  with  confiderable  at¬ 
tention ;  and  at  one  time  it  had  been 
thought  that  the  pulfation  of  the  right  was 
ftronger  than  the  left,  but  of  this  I  was 
never  fenfible,  though  I  endeavoured  to 
afcertain  it  with  the  greatefl  care  and  ex¬ 
amine  fs.  His  appetite,  however,  continued 
good,  and  he  took  the  kind  of  diet  that 

P  3  was 
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was  thought  fit  for  him  with  the  higheft 

relifh,  and  me  ft  commonly  found  himfelf 

much  refrefhed  thereby.  As  he  was  about 

#  / 

this  time 'more  coftive  than  was  proper, 
clyfters  wereftrongly  recommended  to  him 
as  often  as  neceflary ;  but  a  particular  dif~ 
like  he  had  to  this  kind  of  affiftance,  occa- 
fioned  his  having  recourfe  to  another,  the 
effects  of  which,  as  well  as  other  .fubfe- 
quent  circumftances,  are  beft  deferibed  by 
himfelf. 

“  On  Tuefday,  Feb.  21,  I  had  a  very 
tolerable  day.  Wednefday  morning,  not 
being  able  to  ftrive  for  a  ftool,  I  attempted 
to  put  up  a  fuppofitory  :  I  did  effe£t  it,  but 
I  had  the  moft  violent  conflict  between  life 
and  death  I  had  yet  experienced  ;  however, 
I  afterwards  palled  a  good  day  and  a  good 
night.  At  fix  o’clock,  Thurfday  morning, 
after  taking  a  little  fago,  I  vomited  once, 
flept  again,  and  at  night  took  my  pills  — 
in  half  an  hour  after  I  had  the  moft  horrid 
bitter  tafte  in  my  mouth,  and  immediately 
fuch  a  vomiting  of  very  thick  yellow  bile, 
as  I  feared  would  demolifh  me:  I  drank 

77 '  \  r  '  *  •  *  ■  '*  •  3  T 

w§ri n  water,  and  brought  up  a  pint  of 
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clear  bile  ;  it  then  rufhed  violently  down¬ 
wards,  and  I  had  the  moft  highly  bilious 
ftool  I  ever  faw.  I  drank  chicken  water, 
took  clyfters  of  the  fame,  and,  in  fhort, 
walk’d  the  canal  clean.  About  two  o’clock 
I  flept  for  an  hour,  then  eat  fome  broth 
and  minced  chicken,  drank  a  little  negus, 
and  fupped  upon  toaffc  and  new  cyder, 
which,  without  exception,  is  the  moft  de¬ 
licious  nedfar.  This,  I  think,  may  be 
called  a  bilious  difeafe.  I  have  no  reafon 
to  believe  it  was  by  any  means  provoked. 

I  paffed  the  night  well,  and  have  been 
aftonifhingly  better  this  day  in  every  re- 

/_  *  t 

fpe£t.  One  thing  be  pleafed  to  obferve, 
my  heart  was  never  once  affedted,  and  I 

•  ft. 

have  walked  more  and  better  this  day  than 
for  a  week  paft.  I  have  refolved  upon 
aloes  fuccotrin .  gr.  v.  calomel ,  gr .  ii.  this 
evening,  to  prevent  any  more  fuch  lodg¬ 
ments,  as  there  was  much  coftive  'matter 
with  the  bile.  Is  it  polftble  that  bile 
fhould  occafion  fuch  complaints  as  mine  ? 
(alluding  to  that  in  the  thorax.)  My 
gufhing  is  very  ftroog,  and  now  got  into 
my  right  ear.  My  wife  and  I  are  both 

D  4  fenfible 
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fenfible  of  the  apex  of  my  heart  being  felE 
in  the  common  place.” 

Though  he  appeared  better  after  this  for 
a  day  or  two,  yet  he  found  fome  flight 
returns  of  his  bilious  complaints,  more 
particularly  in  a  morning,  and  therefore 
he  took  rad .  colomb.  gr.  x.  fpec .  aromat . 
gr.  iii.  every  three  hours,  which  relieved 
his  ftomach,  and  feemed  to  have  fuch  an 
effect  on  his  inteftines,  that  he  pafled, 
with  tolerable  eafe,  feveral  black  purging 
ftools,  fomewhat  like  melted  pitch,  but 
not  in  the  lead  foetid.  He  therefore  con^ 

tinned  thefe  powders  regularly,  and  al-? 

* 

ways  found  them  invigorate  his  ftomach, 
raife  his  fpirits,  and  revive  the  powers  of 
nature. 

He  now  obferved  that  a  remiffion  of  his 
complaints,  which  ufed  to  be  in  the  day, 
changed  to  the  night,  attended  with  this 
circurn fiance,  that  on  the  well  night  he 
could  move  in  the  bed,  or  even  lie  in  any 
poflure,  and  as  low  as  poflible,  with  fuch 
comfort,  as  to  deep  aimoft  through  the* 
night ;  whereas,  on  the  night  of  exacerba- 
lipp,  the  motipn  of  his  heart  was  fo  Ian- 

guM? 
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guid,  that  it  required  the  utmoft  caution 
and  care  to  vary  his  pofition,  even  in  the 
leaft  degree,  otherwife  the  circulation  be¬ 
came  confufed ,  andy  as  it  werey  wholly  car¬ 
ried  on  in  a  corner  of  his  hearty  which  at 
fuch  times  beat  with  a  whizz . 

On  the  1 7th  of  March,  from  a  fuppo- 
fition  that  his  complaints  might  arife  from 
fpafm,  he  was  recommended  to  try  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  aether,  by  which  the  nunxbnefs  in 
his  legs  and  feet  were  furprifingly  relieved, 
indeed  for  a  time  entirely  removed,  and 
every  violent  attack  of  pain  in  his  cheft 
inftantly  mitigated.  On  his  firft  taking 
this  medicine,  which  was  in  the  quantity 
of  two  tea-fpoonfuls,  he  had  a  fenfation  of 
fuch  a  burfling  within ,  and  particularly  at 
the  part  where  the  pain  was  fituated,  that 
he  was  terrified  for  the  confequences  ;\but 
his  fubfequent  eafe  foon  difperfed  his  ap¬ 
prehensions.  -From  this  time,  the  pain, 
when  it  returned,  feemed  to  have  changed 
its  feat,  and,  defcending  almoft  as  low  as 
the  xiphoid  cartilage,  became  more  con- 

r  . 

ftant  than  before,  though  it  often  varied 
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As  his  ftrength  diminished,  the  noife 
appeared  to  leflen,  and  now  and  then  al- 
moft  ceafed,  at  which  times  he  fuffered  the 
greateft  anxieties  and  oppreffions  at  his 
heart.  Upon  fuch  occafions,  he  had  im¬ 
mediate  recourfe  to  the  sether,  which  invi¬ 
gorating  the  circulation,  produced  a  return 
of  the  noife  to  its  ufual,  and  fometimes  to 
an  increafed  degree.  He  had,  indeed, 
through  his  illnefs,  felt  the  greateft  pain 
in  his  cheft  when  the  npife  feemed  leaft ; 
fo  that,  when  fpeaking  oif  his  fituation,  he 
had  a  common  expreflion,  that  GuJIj  'was 
his  friend ;  while  Gujh  food  by  him ,  he 
fhould  live. 

His  countenance  was  now  very  fallow, 
and  he  became  fenfible  of  a  noife  in  the 
left  fide,  fimilar  to,  but  much  weaker  than 
that  in  his  right.  At  times  he  fuffered  a 
flight  dyfpma>  and  frequently  found  it  ne- 
cefiary,  for  greater  eafe,  to  change  his  ho¬ 
rizontal  pofition  to  one  rather  ere<ft.  The 
circulation  grew  daily  more  languid,  and 
.  the  powers  of  nature  drooped  apace. 

With  his  ftrength,  the  noife  in  his  chef!: 
gradually  leflened ;  fo  that,,  in  the  laft  week 

6  of 
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of  his  life,  he  found  nothing  of  it  in  either 
fide.  About  this  time,  he  frequently  com¬ 
plained  of  a  moft  violent  pain  in  his  head, 
and  at  intervals  feemed  to  fuffer  fuch  an 
oppreflion  there,  as  brought  on  a  ftate  of 
infenfibility  for  many  minutes.  During 
this  paroxyfm,  he  appeared,  by  his  fre¬ 
quent  fighings  and  deep  infpirations,  to 
undergo  a  flight  fuffocation.  His  pulfe 
was  very  fmall  and  low,  his  extremities 
quite  cold,  fo  that  he  was  often  thought 
by  thofe  about  him  to  be  in  a  dying  ftate  : 
at  length,  after  having  appeared  to  doze  a 
little,  he  awaked  feemingly  refrelhed,  and 
would  then  fay  he  was  much  better  ;  upon 
which,  his  pulfe  grew  ftronger,  his  coun¬ 
tenance  more  lively,  and  his  extremities 
recovered  their  warmth,  proportional  to 
the  other  parts  of  his  body.  In  this  man¬ 
ner  he  pafled  three  or  four  days,  vifibly 
finking  under  the  repeated  attacks,  till 
March  31,  when  he  died. 

THE  DISSECTION. 

Upon  laying  open  the  abdomen ,  the 
mentum  and  inteftines  appeared  remark-? 

ably 
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ably  loaded  with  fat,  as  did  the  periton&um ; 
but  particularly  fo  in  the  umbilical  region, 
and  around  the  lig amentum  fufpcnforium  bes¬ 
pat  is.  The  liver  was  of  its  natural  fize 
and  appearance,  nor  upon  being  cut  into 
was  there  any  deviation  from  its  proper 
colour  and  texture.  The  gall  bladder  in 
no  refpe£t  remarkable,  and  the  bile  in  its 
ufual  quantity.  In  fhort,  all  the  vifcera 
of  this  cavity  bore  the  ftrongeft  marks  of 
health  and  vigour. 

*  1  \ . 

Upon  raifing  the  Jlernum  with  the  great- 
eft  caution,  we  found  the  mediajlinum  in  a 
perfect  found  ftate,  the  cellular  membrane 
retaining  the  moft  healthy  appearance  I 
ever  met  with,  even  in  fubje&s  who  had 
fuffered  a  violent  death. 

The  external  furface  or  coat  of  the  pe¬ 
ricardium  was  fo  covered  with  fat,  that 
there  wTa$  not  the  leaft  appearance  of  mem¬ 
brane  to  be  feen.  The  internal  was  of  its 
*  ufual  appearance,  unlefs  exactly  oppofite 
the  right  auricle,  where,  for  about  the 
breadth  of  a  fhilling,  it  was  befet  with 
fome  firm  fiefhy  granulations,  near  the 
fize  of  millet  feeds.  The  liquor  it  con-*- 

tained 
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tained  was  natural,  both  in  quantity  and 
quality. 

The  heart  in  fitu  was  longer  and  more 
pointed  than  ufual  for  its  fize.  The  right 
auricle  much  enlarged  and  very  thin,  bear¬ 
ing  ftrong  marks  of  inflammation.  The 
ventricle  having  loft  its  ufual  firmnefs  and 
colour,  was  fo  tranfparent,  as  in  a  manner 
to  admit  an  infpe&ion  into  its  very  fub- 
ftance.  Upon  cutting  into  tliefe  two  ca¬ 
vities,  a  confiderable  quantity  of  air  ruftied 
out,  and,  upon  laying  them  both  open, 
they  appeared  as  totally  void  of  blood  as 
if  they  had  been  walhed  clean.  The  in- 
terftices  between  the  chords  tendine (S  were 
full  of  air  bubbles,  much  like  thofe  on  the 
furface  of  the  blood,  when  received  in  a 
porringer  from  an  orifice  in  the  arm.  At 
the  upper  part  of  this  ventricle,  from  be¬ 
tween  the  carnet  columns ,  originated  a 
broad  concretion,  about  the  thicknefs  of 
half  a  crown,  of  a  yellow  colour,  very 
denfe  confidence,  and  occupying  near  two- 
thirds  of  the  diameter  of  that  cavity,  rifing 
up  into  the  auricle,  and  from  thence  paff- 
.  '  ■  '  V’  ’  '  ing 
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ing  into  the  vena  cava  fuperior  for  near 
four  inches,  and  into  the  inferior  about  \ 
one,  but  of  different  fizes,  agreeable  to  the 
diameter  of  thefe  veffels  ;  another  portion 
entered  the  pulmonary  artery.  The  con¬ 
tinuations  or  branches  of  thefe  concretions 
were  not  fo  firm  as  the  main  body,  and, 
in  proportion  as  their  diftance  increafed, 
they  affumed  more  and  more  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  coagulable  lymph,  when  a  vein  is 
opened,  and  difcharges  itfelf  immediately 
into  warm  water. 

The  left  ventricle  was  much  loaded  with 
fat,  and,  upon  being  flit  up  longitudinally 
to  the  extremity  of  its  auricle,  was  found 
as  void  of  blood  as  the  right.  From  the 
carnet  column t  of  this  cavity  arofe  a  fmall 
concretion,  of  a  darker  colour  and  more 
tender  confidence  than  that  in  the  other 
cavity,  palling  into  the  aorta  about  an  inch 
and  a  half. 

The  lungs  appeared  in  a  very  natural 
ftate,  unlefs  on  the  right  fide,  where  they 
were  firmly  conneded  to  the  fleuray  but 
with  that  kind  of  attachment  which  fuffi- 

.  ciently 


f 


/ 


/  '•  ■ 

4  \  '  x 

Medical  Observations  and  Inquiries •  4.7 

« 

ciently  convinced  us  it  was  of  long  (land¬ 
ing-  , 

N.  J3.  The  concretion  adhered  fo  firmly 
to  the  cameos  column* ,  that  it  could  not 
be  feparated  but  by  the  feiffars. 
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VI*  A  fuccefsful  Treatment  of  a  fuppofed 
Hydrocephalus  Interims,  by  Dr .  Mat¬ 
thew  Dobfon.  Communicated  by  Dr4. 
Fothergill.  Read,  Nov .  17,  1777. 

\ 

ON  the  13th  of  February,  1775,  I  was 
called  to  the  only  fon  of  Mr.  C.  a 
gentleman  of  this  town.  The  child  was 
between  three  and  four  years  of  age,  had 
been  indifpofed  about  eight  days,  and  had 
frequently  complained  of  pain  in  his  head 
and  of  wearinefs  and  pain  in  his  limbs } 
had  been  fick  by  fits,  and  fometimes  vo¬ 
mited  ;  was  feverifh,  and  could  not  bear 
the  light. 

On  hearing  this  account,  I  was  much 
alarmed,  as  the  hydrocephalus  internus  had 
already  proved  fatal  to  three  children  of 
this  family,  who  had  all  been  under  my 
care;  and  that  this  had  been  the  difeafe* 
was  evident  both  from  the  fymptoms,  and 
the  appearances  on  difleftion. — But  my 
alarm  was  much  increafed,  on  examining 
the  little  patient.  The  pulfe  I  found  very 

frequent 
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frequent  and  irregular,  the  head  hot,  the 
cheeks  flufhed,  the  pupils  dilated,  and  a 
great  degree  of  JlrabiJbius. — There  re¬ 
mained  no  doubt  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
difeafe.  ;  ;  '  .y ; 

An  emetic,  fome  calopiel  powders,  and 
a  purgative,  had  been  adminiftered,  withr 
out  affording  any  relief.  I  directed  a  pe- 
diluviumy  and  the  emetic,  tartar  to  be  given 
in  fuch  dofes  as  to  excite  ajiaufea. 

/  14th.  The  fymptoms  the  fame,  with 

frequent  ftartings,  diflurbed  fleep,  and  tof- 
fing  the  head  from  fide  to  fide  on  the  pil¬ 
low.  A  blifter  was  applied  between  the 
fhoulders,  the  fedilu'vium  repeated,  and 

the  emetic  tartar  continued. 

*  *  *  •  •  * 

ijfth.  Comatofe,  reftlefs,  and  flirieking 
by  fits  ;  the  pulfe  flower  than  in  health, 
and  the  eyes  infenfible  even  to  the  imprefi* 
fions  of  ftrong  light. 

As  I  had  no  hope  of  doing  any  thing 
effe&ual  for  the  recovery  of  my  patient,  I 
paid  my  vifits,  prefcribed,  and  gave  direc¬ 
tions,  with  a  foreboding  and  heavy  heart. 
Anxioufly,  however,  confidering  the  cafe 
in  different  points  of  view,  and  fully  con- 
Vol.  VI.'  E  vinced 
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vinced  that  in  was  in  vain  to  purfue  the 
ufeal  route  of  pradlice ;  it  occurred  to  me, 
that  mercurials,  fo  far  urged  as  to  enter 
into  the  courfe  of  the  circulation,  and  af- 
fedt  the  falivary  glands,  might  poflibly 
reach  the  fyflem  of  abforbents  in  the  ven¬ 
tricles  of  the  brain,  and  thus  remove  the 
extravafated  fluid.  The  fliort  continuance 
of  the  difeafe,  and  4ho  apparent  ftrength 
of  my  patient,  were  favourable  to  the  trial 
of  this  method. 

No  time,  however,  was  to  be  loft ;  the 

» 

parents,  therefore,  were  confulted,  and 
readily  gave  their  fandtion  to  the  propofal ; 
for  they  were  convinced,  that  unlefs  fome 
powerful  fteps  were  taken,  this  their  only 
fon  muft  foon  be  numbered  with  thofe  of 
their  children,  who  had  already  fallen  a 
facrifice  to  the  difeafe. 

The  mercurial  courfe,  therefore,  was 

•  -  X, 

commenced,  and  \irged  on  with  caution 
and  expedition.  In  forty-eight  hours  the 
breath  began  to  be  ofFenfive,  the  gums 
were  reddifti  and  fwelled,  and  the  fymp- 
toms  of  the  difeafe,  fo  far  as  could  be  dif- 
tinguifhed,  were  fomewhat  abated.  In 

forty- 
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forty-eight  hours  more,  the  ptyalifm  came 
on,  and  the  difeafe  was  evidently  declin¬ 
ing. 

Between  the  15th  and  2£>d,  this  patient 
took  twenty-four  grains  of  calomel;  and 
one  drachm  of  the  ftronger  mercurial  oint¬ 
ment  was  likewife  rubbed  in  well  upon  the 
legs  and  thighs.  The  dofe  of  the  calomel 
was  one  grain,  mixed  with  a  little  fugar, 
and  repeated  at  fuch  intervals  as  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  cafe  pointed  out. 

After  the  2  2d,  no  more  mercurials  were 
adminiftered ;  a  moderate  ptyalifm  conti¬ 
nued  for  five  or  fix  days,  then  gradually 
ceafed,  and  the  difeafe  was  entirely  re¬ 
moved.  The  bark  was  then  given  as  the 
beft  tonic  remedy  after  the  mercurial  courfe, 
and  as  the  beft  prefervative  againft  a  re- 
la  pfe. 

The  JlrabifmuSy  I  obferved,  was  the  laft 
fvmptom  which  difappeared. 
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VII.  A  further  Account  of  the  fuccefsful 
treatment  of  a  fuppofed  Hydrocephalus 
Internus,  in  a  Letter  from  Dr.  John 
Hunter  to  Dr.  M.  Dobfon.  Communis 
cated  by  Dr.  Fothergill. 

London,  Leicefter- fields,  Nov.  7,  1780. 

SIR, 

HAVING  lately  had  occafion  to  attend 
a  child  in  the  Hydrocephalus ,  when 
the  method  of  cure  recommended  by  you 
was  followed,  I  do  myfelf  the  pleafure  to 
acquaint  you  with  the  particulars  of  the 
cafe,  agreeably  to  your  requeft  when  you 
made  public  your  pra&ice  in  that  difeafe. 

A  child,  two  years  and  two  months  old, 
the  daughter  of  Mr.  Smith,  No.  26,  New 
Compton  ftreet,  had  the  fmall-pox  in  July 
(1780),  from  which  fhe  recovered  well, 
but  towards  the  end  of  Auguft  lhe  began 
to  lofe  her  health ;  her  head,  as  her  mo-, 
ther  faid,  grew  larger,  and  fhe  had  feveral 
fits  of  ftupor  and  infenfibility.  I  faw  the 
child  on  the  14th  of  September,  about 

three 
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three  weeks  after  the  commencement  of 
her  illnefs,  and  then  fhe  was  in  a  comatofe 
date,  knew  nobody,  and  took  notice  of 
nothing.  The  open  or  mould,  as  well  as 
the  fize  of  the  head  itfelf,  was,  by  her  mo¬ 
ther’s  account,  fenfibly  enlarged  fince  her 
diforder  had  come  upon  her.  The  hairy 
fcalp  was  covered  with  numerous  large 
blue  veins,  which  were  greatly  diftended 
on  the  patient's  making  any  effort  in 
coughing,  or  otherwife.  She  could  not 
fupport  her  head  at  all  when  her  body  was 
raifed,  and  it  fell  backwards,  or  forwards, 
or  on  her  fhoulders,  as  its  natural  gravity 
carried  it ;  when  in  an  horizontal  pojfture, 
fhe  kept  conftantly  rolling  it  about,  and 
was  always  moaning,  putting  her  hand  to 
it,  and  fhrieking  out  violently  from  time 
to  time.  The  pupil  of  her  eye  was  of  a 
moderate  fize,  but  was  totally  infenfible  to 
light,  neither  dilating  nor  contrading  when 
expofed  to  a  ftrong  one.  Her  appetite  for 
food  feemed  pretty  good ;  that  is,  fhe  rea¬ 
dily  fwallowed  what  was  offered  her.  Her 
pulfe  was  quick;  but,  from  the  conftant  mo¬ 
tion  of  her  hands  to  her  head,  it  could  not 

E  3  be 
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be  counted.  Several  doles  of  phyfic,  and 
a  vomit,  had  been  given  her.  Ten  grains 
of  calomel,  rubbed  with  one  drachtn  of 
fugar,  was  divided  into  feven  dofes,  of 
which  one  was  given  every  night  at  bed¬ 
time  ;  and  a  blifter  was  applied  over  the 
mould  of  her  head.  The  calomel  produced, 
daily,  feveral  loofe  ftools ;  but  the  blifter 
did  not  rife  at  all,  owing,  moft  probably, 
to  its  being  carelefs'y  applied.  The  firft 
fign  of  amendment  was,  the  patient’s  be¬ 
ing  able  to  fupport  her  head  better,  which 
happened  on  the  fourth  or  fifth  day  from 
beginning  the  above  courfe.  In  three  days 
more,  fhe  could  move  it  nearly  as  well  as 
when  in  health.  About  the  ninth  day,  a 
confiderable  difcharge  of  faliva  came  on, 
and  the  number  of  loofe  ftools  was  dimi- 
nifhed.  On  the  12th,  fhe  began  to  re¬ 
cover  her  fenfes,  fhe  knew  her  mother, 
and  called  for  fome  things  fhe  wanted.  A 
dofeof  calomel  was  given  then,  only  every 
other  night,  and  the  fpitting  went  off  in 
four  or  five  days.  From  this  time  fhe 
continued  to  regain  her  ftrength,  and  re¬ 
cover  in  every  refpeft,  except  that  fhe  re- 

\  roained 
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mained  totally  blind.  On  examining  her 
eyes,  the  pupil  was  not  more  affeded  by 
the  light  than  before ;  notwithftanding 
which,  I  could  perceive  that  it  had  not  en¬ 
tirely  loft  its  motion,  for,  while  ftanding 
by  the  child,  I  feveral  times  obferved  it  to 
vary  in  fize,  though  from  no  external  fli- 
mulus.  It  is  to  be  noticed,  that  after  the 
fpitting  ceafed,  the  dofe  of  calomel  was  re¬ 
peated  every  night,  as  at  firft ;  and  on  the 
19th  of  Odober,  (he  recovered  her  fight, 
which  was  above  a  fortnight  after  her 
health  had  been  re-eflabli(hed  in  other  re- 
fpeds,  and  about  five  weeks  after  (he  had 
become  blind.  She  faw  at  firft  but  imper¬ 
fectly,  and  her  fight  feemed  to  go  and 
come;  it  improved,  however,  daily,  and, 
by  the  31ft,  was  nearly  as  good  as  ever, 
except  that  the  pupil  was  larger  than  is 
common,  and  her  mother  thought  her  not 
altogether  fo  quick  in  diftinguifhing  minute 
objeds.  as  formerly.  The  large  blue  veins 
had  entirely  difappeared  on  her  head. 
After  the  19th,  the  dofe  of  calomel  was 
given  every  other  night  only,  and  it  was 
direded  to  be  continued  two  or  three  weeks, 
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in  order  to  confirm  the  cure,  and  preven* 
a  relapfe.  It  ought  not  to  be  omitted, 
that,  at  the  time  !  firft  faw  the  patient, 
her  mother  had  given  her,  for  feveral  nights 
preceding,  an  opiate,  which  fhe  bought 
under  the  name  of  Godfrey's  Cordial,  with 
a  view  to  quiet  her  moaning,  and  procure 
fleep.  I  defired  it  to  be  left  off;  but  the 
child  was  more  reftlefs  and  uneafy  for  five 
or  fix  nights  that  fhe  had  none  of  it,  and, 
upon  returning  to  its  ufe,  her  nights  be¬ 
came  again  better.  Inftead  of  that  medi¬ 
cine,  I  afterwards  fubftituted  three  or  four 
drops  of  the  tindl.  thebaic .  with  an  equally 
good  effect. 

The  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  was  flow  in 
the  above  cafe,  owing,  moft  probably,  to 
the  bones  of  the  head  giving  way,  in  part, 
to  the  preflure  of  the  water  contained 
within  the  ventricles  of  the  brain  ;  for 
when  the  bones  are  united,  it  proves  much 
fooner  fatal.  In  fuch  a  cafe,  both  larger 
dofes  of  the  mercury,  and  thefe  more  fre¬ 
quently  repeated  than  I  gave  them,  would 
be  requifite.  I  am  happy  in  being  thus 
far  able  to  confirm  a  pra&ice,  which  bids 

fair 
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fair  to  be  fuccefsful  in  a  difeafe  hitherto 
deemed  incurable.  If  there  are  any  par¬ 
ticulars  of  the  above  patient,  on  which  you 
with  for  further  information,  I  fhall  be 
glad  to  communicate  them  as  far  as  I  can ; 
and  if  it  fuggefts  any  reflections  to  you,  I 
fhall  think  myfelf  honoured  by  your  ac¬ 
count  of  them.  I  fend  this  by  Dr.  Smyth, 
who  is  fo  good  as  to  take  charge  of  it. 

I  am,  &c. 

r  ■  T  '  f  _  .  ,  ,  ...  •/  , 

JOHN  HUNTER. 
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VIII.  Apparent  Effects  of  Mercury  in  Cafes 
that  ’were  fuppofed  Hydrocephalous .  By 
Dr.  Haygarth.  Ready  Jan *  12,  1 778. 

AN  unmarried  lady  of  family  and  for¬ 
tune,  twenty- five  years  of  age,  had 
fuffered  for  two  months  a  violent  head- 
ach,  chiefly  affe&ing  the  left  fide  of  the 

head,  efpecially  at  the  forehead ;  the  pain 

/ 

was  increafed  by  motion,  particularly  by 
lying  down,  by  found,  or  light,  to  an  ex¬ 
cruciating  degree.  Her  pulfe  was  remark¬ 
ably  flow,  often  beating  only  fixty  in  a 
minute,  and,  when  her  fymptoms  were 
violent,  not  more  than  fifty- feven.  She 
loathed  all  food,  and  on  attempting  either 
to  eat  or  drink,  the  moft  violent  retchings 
to  vomit  were  excited,  together  with  fhud- 
derings,  and  a  deep,  violent,  dry  cough. 
Her  urine  was  turbid,  and  in  fmall  quan¬ 
tity,  not  exceeding  three  or  four  ounces  in 
twenty-four  hours.  She  was  very  thirfty, 
but  drank  only  a  pint,  or  a  pint  and  a  half 
daily.  Her  hands  and  feet  were  always 
remarkably  cold.  She  frequently  com¬ 
plained 


I 


\ 


,  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries .  59 

•  /  l  ■  v  1 

plained  of  griping  and  colic  pains  ;  was 
coftive :  her  menfes  were  very  irregular. 
She  complained  much  of  laffitude,  ja&a- 
tion,  watchfulnefs,  and  lumbago.  Her  de¬ 
bility  was  fo  great  that  fhe  could  not  walk, 
or  even  fit  up,  or  be  carried,  without  vio¬ 
lently  aggravating  molt  of  her  complaints, 
and  fometimes  depriving  her  of  all  recol¬ 
lection,  and  inducing  a  temporary  deli¬ 
rium. 

After  many  medicines  had  been  ufed  in 
vain,  and  after  confidering  the  various 
fymptoms  with  the  utmoft  attention,  I  per- 
fuaded  myfelf,  that  the  diforder  was  ocea- 
fioned  by  water  in  the  brain.  Many  of 
the  leading  fymptoms  manifefily  pointed 
out  that  dreadful  difeafe ;  others,  as  above 
related,  though  not  evidently  produced  by 
that  caufe,  nor  its  ufual  attendants,  were 
not  more  different  than  the  common  va¬ 
rieties  of  the  fame  diftemper.  As  few  hy- 
drocephalous  cafes  have  been  obferved,  ex¬ 
cept  of  children,  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  mention,  as  one  confirmation  of  my 
opinion,  that  I  had  been  prefent  at  the  dif- 
feCtion  of  one  man,  twenty  years  old,  who 

had 
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had  a  violent  head^ach,  a  flow  and  regular 
pulfe,  &c.  till  death ;  three  ounces  of 
water  were  found  in  the  right  ventricle  of 
his  brain  :  and  that  I  had  attended  another 
man,  thirty  years  old,  who  died  with  like 
fymptoms,  particularly  the  head-ach  and 
flow  pulfe,  but  was  not  opened. 

Under  a  convi&ion  that  the  lady's  dif- 
cafe  was  an  hydrocephalus  interims ,  I  or¬ 
dered  various  diuretics  ;  but  thefe  afforded 
no  relief.  On  contemplating  the  fymp¬ 
toms  of  my  patient  with  deliberate  atten¬ 
tion  and  anxious  concern,  I  was  ftruck 
with  the  probability  thart  mercury,  by  pro¬ 
moting  an  aqueous  evacuation  near  the 
ventricles  fur  charged  with  ferum ,  might 
prove  an  efficacious  remedy  for  this  fatal 
difeafe.  In  confequence  of  this  opinion,  I 
ordered  calomel,  in  pills,  with  fome  other 
ingredients,  on  Dec.  24th,  1774;  but  thefe 
not  agreeing  with  her  flomach,  one  dofe 
only  was  taken  at  that  time,  and  I  might 
never  have  acquired  fufficient  confidence  to 
have  recommended  another,  in  fo  hazard¬ 
ous  a  cafe,  but  for  the  following  fortunate 
circumftance.  In  the  beginning  of  Ja- 

3  *  nuary, 
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nuary,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  confulting, 
in  free  unreferved  converfation,  a  very  in¬ 
genious  medical  friend,  on  this  perplexing 
fubjed.  I  explained  to  him  my  idea  that . 
the  difeafe  was  adropfy  in  the  brain,  and 
that  1  entertained  hopes  of  a  cure  by  mer¬ 
cury,  as  above  explained.  Both  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  cafe,  and  the  propofed  remedy, 
were  fully  and  freely  difcufled.  Embold¬ 
ened  by  this  converfation,  I  ventured  to 
order  a  grain  of  calomel  every  night,  on 
the  9th  of  January,  1775,  and  increafed 
the  dofe,  flowly  and  cautioufly,  to  two, 
three,  and,  1  believe,  to  four  grains  every 
night,  till  above  a  dram  was  taken.  Her 
fymptoms  were  a  little  relieved,  though 
no  fenfible  evacuation  was  much  increafed. 
But  her  diforder  foon  returning  with  its 
former  violence,  I  ordered  half  a  dram  of 
the  ftrong  mercurial  ointment  to  be  rubbed 
alternate  nights,  and  afterwards  every 
night,  till  eleven  drams,  and  I  believe 
more,  had  been  ufed,  fo  that  her  breath 
acquired  a  ftrong  mercurial  foetor,  but, 
contrary  to  my  intention,  no  falivation  was 
produced.  The  fymptoms  were  confider- 

ably 
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ably  relieved,  but  not  removed,  till  two 
or  three  weeks  after.  She  has  ever  fince 
enjoyed  good  health,  was  married  fourteen 
months  ago,  and  has  a  healthy  child  five 
months  old. 

I  cannot  with  any  confidence  affert,  that 
mercury,  in  this  cafe,  was  the  caufe  of 
her  recovery ;  ffie  ufed  various  other  me¬ 
dicines  to  relieve  her  various  fymptoms. 
On  the  whole  of  this  hiftory,  I  would  ob- 
ferve,  that  it  is  by  no  means  calculated  to 
eftabliffi  a  new  do&rine,  neither  the  difeafe 
being  fo  evident  as  to  be  incontrovertible, 
nor  the  remedy  clearly  afeertained  ;  how¬ 
ever,  it  tended  to  confirm  in  my  own  mind 
a  good  opinion  of  its  efficacy  in  this  fatal 
diforder.  In  confequence  of  this  opinion, 
I  ordered  mercury  in  two  cafes  undoubtedly 
hydrocephalous ;  the  former,  April  14th, 
1776,  the  latter,  July  31ft,  *777,  but  un- 
fuccefsfully ;  they  were  indeed  both  in  the 
very  laft  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  within  a  few 
days  of  its  fatal  period,  and  the  remedy 
was  adminiftered  with,  perhaps,  too  timid 
a  hand.  In  the  following  Augufl:  I  was 
informed,  by  a  very  judicious  phyfician, 

that 
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that  he  had  ordered  mercurials  in  a  cafe  of 
dropfy  in  the  brain,  which  had  produced  a 
falivation  and  a  cure.  Encouraged  by  my 
friend’s  fuccefs,  I  ventured,  with  more  de¬ 
termined  confidence,  to  recommend  this 
remedy  in  the  following  defperate  cafe. 

Thomas  Harvey,  fix  years  old,  fon  of 
a  news-paper  carrier,  after  a  month’s  indif- 
pofition,  was  fuddenly  feized  with  a  violent 
pain  in  the  back  part  of  his  head,  attended 
with  vomiting,  delirium,  gnafhing  of  his 
teeth,  dilated  pupils,  fquinting,  conftant 
dozing,  and  coftivenefs.  Thefe  fymptoms 
had  continued  fifteen  days  before  I  faw 
him  on  the  25th  of  September.  At  that 
time,  he  feemed  utterly  infenfible  to  noife 
or  light ;  at  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe 
they  had  been  intolerably  painful  to  him. 
His  jaws  were  locked.  He  had  been 
fpeechlefs,  at  intervals,  for  four  days.  A 
palfy  had  feized  his  right  leg  and  arm  for 
two  days.  He  had  not  been  able  to  fwal- 
low  any  thing,  but  two  tea-fpoonfuls  of 
buttermilk,  for  48  hours.  Pulfe  108. 

Sept.  27th.  In  two  days,  five  drams  of 
ftrong  mercurial  ointment  were  rubbed  into 
1  his 
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his  fkin.  Much  fpittle  in  his  mouth,  but 
he  has  not  ftrength  to  fpit.  Recovered  the 
ufe  of  the  right  leg  and  arm*  Swallowed 
to-day  a  tea-fpoonful  of  currant  jelly,  a 
morfel  of  bread  dipped  in  wine  and  water, 

<  ,  >  -  •  .  •  <iT'  /  \  7  . 

and  drank  a  tea-cupful  of  wine  and  water ; 
but  died  at  three  this  afternoon.  The  fitu- 
ation  of  this  patient  was  fo  utterly  hopelefs 
that  all  attempts  towards  a  cure  feemed  in 
vain ;  but,  though  the  event  was  fatal,  yet 
the  mercurial  ointment  appeared  to  reftore 
his  limbs  and  the  power  of  fwallowing  fo 
remarkably,  that  it  might  probably  have 
.  removed  the  difeafe,  if  he  had  enjoyed  a 
little  more  ftrength. 

A  boy,  near  eight  years  old,  fon  of  Mr. 
Troughton,  engraver,  in  Crane-ftreet,  after 
a  flight  indifpofition  for  fix  months,  was, 
eleven  days  before  I  faw  him  (0£t.  1 2th, 
1777},  fuddenly  feized  with  tfie  following 
fymptoms :  a  conftant  and  violent  head¬ 
achy  efpecially  acrofs  his  forehead,  aggra¬ 
vated  by  noife ;  a  perpetual  moaning,  and, 
when  afked  the  caufe,  complains  of  his 
head ;  a  burning  hot  fkin ;  great  averfion 
to  being  moved  \  his  pulfe  fometimes  re¬ 
gular, 
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gular,  and  fometimes  remarkably  irregular* 
beating,  within  half  an  hour,  the  feveral 
numbers  in  a  minute  of  120 — 108 — 84; 
a  conftant  dozing,  night  and  day,  with  his 
eyes  half  fhat;  not  able  to  walk  for  a  week 
paft ;  had  fquinted  for  the  two  laft  days  ; 

the  pupils  of  his  eyes  are  now  much  dilated ; 

»  *  \ 

heconftantly  picks  his  lips  and  nofe ;  is  much 
emaciated;  no  ftool  for  five  days;  a  cramp 
in  his  right  hand  eight  or  ten  days  ago ; 
vomited  every  thing  for  fix  days  after  the 
commencement  of  the  head-ach,  but  never 
thefe  five  days  ;  thirfty ;  no  appetite;  urine 
in  fmall  quantity,  generally  clear,  fome-* 
times  with  a  light,  copious,  white  fedi- 
ment;  makes  water  only  twice  in  24  hours; 
coughs  frequently;  has  a  fcab  on  the  crown 
of  his  head. 

The  next  day  I  ordered  four  grains  of 
calomel,  which  dofe  was  repeated  every 
day,  except  one,  till  he  had  taken  24 
grains.  Soon  after  the  firft  dofe  he  voided 
a  large  round  worm.  Abut  ten  hours  after 
the  fecond,  he  began  to  recover,  that  is, 
his  head-ach  abated,  and  next  day  ceafed  ; 
his  appetite  returned  gradually ;  his  ftrength 

Vol.  VI.  F  increafed, 


/ 


66  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries . 

increafed,  though  he  ftaggered  in  walking 
for  fever al  days  after  ;  his  pupils  began  to 
contract  naturally.  He  has  ever  fince  been 
quite  well.  The  calomel  produced  no . 
other  fenfible  effed,  than  two  or  three 
ftools  daily,  neither  large  nor  very  loofe, 
and  an  increafe  of  urine  to  at  leaft  double 
the  former  quantity.  Some  would,  per¬ 
haps,  attribute  this  fever  to  worms ;  but, 
if  there  be  fuch  a  difeafe  as  a  worm  fever 
(which  I  have  long  doubted),  I  cannot 
think  it  was  occafioned  by  the  worm  that 
was  voided,  becaufe  the  fymptomrs  did  not 
abate  for  30  hours  after.  By  comparing 
this  cafe  attentively,  with  the  defeription  of 
Dodors  Whytt,  Fothergill,  and  Watfon,  I 
think  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  difeafe 
'was  a  dropfy  in  the  brain. 

If  the  firft  and  laft  cafes  were  the  hydro¬ 
cephalus  internusy  and  if  mercury  effeded 
a  cure  without  falivation,  I  frankly  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  the  event  greatly  exceeded 
my  mo  ft  fanguine  expedations,  as  it  was 
by  means  of  fuch  an  evacuation  that  I 
hoped  for  their  recovery.  If  mercury  have 
fuch  a  falutary  effed  in  this  difeafe,  it  does 

not 
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not  feem  an  improbable  conjedhire,  that, 
when  it  has  been  given  in  thefe  fevers  of 
children,  falfely  attributed  to  worms,  but 
in  reality  occaiioned  by  water  in  the  brain, 
it  may,  by  miftaking  the  difeafe,  have  been 

,  -  •  *  *  1 

unwittingly  the  caufe  of  reftoring  the  pa¬ 
tient  to  health. 

,  1 

Chefter,  Dec.  31ft,  1777. 
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IX.  Remarks  on  the  Cure  of  the  Epilepfy* 
to  which  are  added ,  fame  Confide  rat  ions 
on  the  Practice  of  Bleeding  in  Apoplexies. 
By  John  Fothergill,  M.D .  F.R.S.  Read , 
Sept.  21,  1776. 


To  the  M  EDIC  AL  SOCIETY  in  LONDON. 


Gentlemen, 

T  SHALL  fuppofe  the  difeafe  to  be  well 
-*■  known  to  the  phyfician  who  is  confalted 
on  an  epileptick.cafe,  and  that  he  is  anxi- 
oufly  confidering  which  of  the  various 
means,  either  the  authority  of  the  beft 
medical  writers,  or  his  own  judgment, 
may  point  out,  as  the  belt  under  the  pre- 
fen  t  circum fiances. 

Permit  me  here  to  relate  what  has  hap¬ 
pened  in  my  own  practice.  Though  the  epi- 
lepfy  is  not  a  difeafe  that  can  properly  be  faid 
to  be  frequent,  yet  in  the  courfe  of  a  phyfi- 
cian’s  practice  of  moderate  employ,  many 
cafes  muft  occur,  and  in  perfons  of  different 
ages  and  conditions.  Some  have  the  difeafe 
from  early  youth;  in  others,  it  begins 
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about  puberty,  or  later ;  fome  are  attacked 
chiefly  in  the  night ;  others,  feldotn  but 
in  the  day.  Both  fexes  are  expofed  to  it. 
In  fome  females  it  returns  with  a  degree  of 
regularity,  now  and  then  preceding  a  cer¬ 
tain  period,  now  and  then  after  it ;  and  a 
multitude  of  caufes  feem  to  influence  the 
vehemence  of  the  attacks. 

My  firfl:  endeavours  to  fubdue  this  dif- 
eafe  wrere  directed  by  the  befl:  information 
I  could  colledt  from  thofe  who  had  treated 
profeflediy  of  it,  and  from  the  obfervations 
of  men  of  long  experience  and  extenfive 
knowledge  in  their  profeffion.  Particular 
medicines,  as  fpecifics  for  this  difeafe,  were 
more  or  lefs  enjoined  by  all,  as  worthy  of 
great  attention.  Thofe  which  come  under 
the  name  of  nervous  medicines,  as  valerian, 
caftor,  the  gums,  and  many  others,  Thefe 
I  followed  with  ftrift  attention,  and  fome- 
times  I  flattered  myfelf  with  fuccefs. 

The  difappointments,  however,  that  I 
met  with  in  many  inftances,  made  me  dif- 
fatisfied  with  this  method  ;  it  was  always 
tedious,  too  often  uncertain. 

-  F  3  %  \la 


1 


jo  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries . 

In  feveral  cafes,  I  thought  much  benefit 
was  received  from  the  ule  of  tin,  and  in 
fuch  where  there  was  no  juft  reafon  to  fuf- 
ped  worms  were  the  caufe.  I  gave  it  \i- 
berally,  and  often  without  addition,  that  I 
might  be  the  better  able  to  decide  on  its 
efficacy.  Sometimes  I  added  a  decodion 
of  miiletoe  ;  fometimes  valerian,  or  other 
reputed  medicines.  I  had  the  fatisfadion 
of  finding  full  as  much  advantage  from 
this  proeefs,  as  the  preceding. 

The  filings  of  tin,  made  into  an  elec¬ 
tuary,  with  feme  conferve  and  a  little  fyrup, 
wls  the  medicine  I  made  ufe  of,  and  on 
various  confiderations  I  prefer  the  filings 
to  any  other  mode  of  preparing  this  metal 
for  internal  ufe.  If  any  benefit  is  to  be 
expeded  from  tin  as  a  medicine,  it  muft 
arife  either  from  fome  qualities  in  the  tin 
itfelf,  that  are  communicable  to  the  habit, 
or  from  the  form  it  is  given  in. 

The  form  it  is  ufually  given  in,  is  the 
powder,  to  which  it  is  reduced  by  frequent 
fufions.  It  is  reafonable  to  fqppofe,  that 
the  more  frequently  it  is  expofed  to  the  ac¬ 
tion 
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tion  of  the  fire,  the  more  it  is  deprived  of 
any  qualities  it  poflefles  that  are  communi¬ 
cable  to  the  habit ;  fo  that  it  may  rather  be 
deemed  an  inert  calx,  than  a  medicine  of 
any  efficacy,  in  the  form  in  which  it  is 
commonly  exhibited. 

If  any  medical  properties  refide  in  the 
tin,  it  is  mod  probable  they  are  the 
more  entire  the  feldomer  it  is  expofed  to 
fufion  ;  the  filings,  therefore,  in  this  view, 
feem  to  be  much  preferable  to  the  powder, 
and  ftill  more  fo,  if  it  fhould  be  thought 
that  worms  are  the  caufe  of  the  epilepfy. 
For  it  is  mo  ft  likely  the  anthqjmintic  vir¬ 
tues  of  this  metal  proceed  much  more  from 
the  points  of  the  filings,  than  from  any 
other  peculiarity  it  poflefles.  Large  dofes 
of  tin  filings  are  undoubtedly  a  certain  re¬ 
medy  for  the  t£nia>  given  to  the  quantity 
of  an  ounce  a  day,  which  may  be  taken 
with  eafe  and  fafetv  for  four  or  fix  days 
together,  fucceeded  by  a  moderate  cathar¬ 
tic  ;  and  both  repeated  once  a  fortnight,  for 
two  or  three  fucceflive  periods:  thefefeldom 
fail  of  curing  the  difeafe  entirely  ;  and  I 
believe  this  cannot  be  faid  fo  fafely  of  any 
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other  medicine  now  in  ufe  for  removing 
this  obftinate  diforder. 

Finding,  however,  there  were  epilepfies 
that  eluded  all  my  endeavours,  it  feemed 
neceffary  to  adopt  fome  other  line  of  pro¬ 
cedure.  I  had  obferved  that  the  fits  were 

i 

moft  liable  to  return  in  the  plenitude  of 
health  ;  that  epileptics  were  often  ex¬ 
tremely  incautious  in  refpedl  to  diet ;  that 
children,  highly  indulged,  were  liable  to 
the  difeafe  5  that  in  every  other  period  of 
juvenefcence,  and  in  middle-aged  adults,  if 
they  were  at  all  fubjedl  to  the  difeafe,  it 
was  when  they  had  either  committed  fome 
exceffes,  or,  by  one  means  or  another, 
were  plethoric ;  and  that,  in  habits  fubjedt 
to  epilepfy,  the  difeafe  feldom  recurred, 
without  either  an  habitual  indulgence  in 
eating,  or  a  neglect  of  neceffary  exercife. 
This  induced  me  to  recommend,  in  many 
cafes,  a  total  abflinence  from  all  animal 
food,  and  from  all  fermented  liquors.  Care 
wTas  taken  to  regulate  the  fecretions,  and 
fuch  a  courfe  of  medicine  prefcribed,  as 
might  feem  expedient  to  induce  the  pa¬ 
tients,  or  their  friends,  fcrupuloufly  to 

comply 
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comply  with  fuch  a  courfe  of  diet.  It  was 
in  vain  to  reftridt  the  quantity  of  animal 
food.  There  are  few  who  have,  at  all 
times,  refolution  enough  to  fubmit  to  the 
firft  intimations  of  fatiety.  It  was,  there¬ 
fore,  neceffary  to  enjoin  fuch  a  kind  of  diet 
as  was  accompanied  with  but  {lender  pro¬ 
vocations  to  excefs,  and  which,  at  the  fame 
time,  would  afford  the  leaf!  quantity  of 
nutriment;  by  which  that  fulnefs,  which, 
in  many  epileptic  cafes,  appears  to  be  a 
ftimulus  fufficient  to  produce  the  fpafms, 
would  be  avoided,  and  the  parts  which 
were  the  immediate  feat  of  irritation  might 
gradually  recover  a  degree  of  ftrength  and 
firmnefs,  that  would  be  proof  againfl  every 
flight  impreffion. 

In  young  boys,  I  apprehend  the  epilepfy 
mod  generally  proceeds  from  their  own 
craving  appetites,  and  the  negled  of  thofe 
who  are  about  them.  It  may  not  be  im¬ 
probable  but,  in  fuch  cafes,  worms  may 
alfo  have  a  fhare  in  producing  the  fits.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  anthelmintics,  however 
powerful,  feldom  cure  the  difeafe;  they 
tnay  abate,  occafionally,  the  frequency,  or 

the 
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the  violence  of  the  attacks,  but  they  too 
often,  at  the  fame  time,  bring  on  a  greater 
degree  of  irritability,  and  at  length,  if  re¬ 
peated  frequently,  and  in  confiderable 
dofes,  feldom  fail  of  confirming  the  difeafe. 
Moderate  laxatives,  with  a  light  chalybeate 
interpofed,  and  fteadily  continued,  with  a 
courfe  of  diet,  confifting  of  milk,  vegeta¬ 
bles,  fruit,  and  things  prepared  from  them, 
and  in  moderate  quantities,  feldom  fail  of 
removing  the  difeafe  in  fuch  habits.  Rid¬ 
ing,  and  bathing  in  cold  water,  and  the 
ufual  means  of  eftablifhing  good  health, 
muft,  at  the  fame  time,  be  attended  to, 
and  the  plan  purfued  with  patience ;  for  it 
is  not  to  be  expelled  in  difeafes  that  affe£t 
the  nervous  fyflem,  the  moft  remote  and 
fineftpart  of  the  oeconomy,  when  once  they 
have  debilitated,  or  otherwife  difordered, 
thefe  very  feeling  parts,  and  their  influ¬ 
ence  is  become  habitual,  that  after-medi- 

— 

cines,  however  adtive,  penetrating,  and 
efficacious,  can,  in  a  very  fhort  time,  re- 
ftore  the  ability  to  perform  their  functions 
as  they  ought  to  do. 
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It  often  happens  in  cafes,  that  a  proper 
plan  of  diet  is  of  much  more  importance  in 
the  cure,  than  anything  we  are  acquainted 
with  in  the  materia  medica  :  it  is,  however, 
of  not  lefs  neceffity  to  engage  the  patient 
and  their  friends  in  a  fteady  perfeverance 
of  the  method  we  direct.  The  generality 
of  people  have  very  little  notion  that  diet 
can  do  more  than  merely  iupport  their 
ftrength  ;  that  it  can  be  made  fubfervient 
to  the  cure  of  their  difeafes,  they  cannot 
eafily  be  brought  to  comprehend.  Many 
will,  however,  implicitly  obey  the  rules 
laid  down  to  them  in  this  refpect,  during 
a  courfe  of  medicine,  and  will  follow  the 
phyfician’s  injunctions  fteadily,  through 
fear  of  counteracting  his  intentions  by  their 
own  neglect. 

For  the  difeafe  we  are  treating  of  werare 
amply  fupplied  with  many  noted  fpecifics, 
any  of  which  may  be  given  without  preju¬ 
dice,  for  a  long  fpace  of  time,  if  due  atten¬ 
tion  is  paid,  in  the  mean  while,  to  the 
ingejla ,  and  the  quantity  ;  fuppofing  there 
appears  not  any  obvious  indication  to  point 
out  remedies  to  a  particular  object,  as  in 
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the  cafe  of  young  females,  when  the  fits 
may  appear  to  proceed  either  from  a  total 
obftruCtion  or  deficiency  in  the  mcnfes ,  in 
which  cafes  it  is  evident  wdiat  ought  to  be 
principally  aimed  at — promoting  this  dis¬ 
charge  by  the  means  mod  likely  to  effect 
it  in  the  cafe  before  us. 

And  I  believe,  in  thefe  inftances,  it  will 
generally  be  found  that  the  method  of  diet 
1  have  propofed,  will  be  not  lefs  neceffary, 
than  in  thofe  to  whom  the  difeafe  may  be 
afcribed  to  grofs  diet  and  plethora .  We 
feldom  find,  then,  chlorotic  habits  af¬ 
fected  with  epilepfies.  For  the  moft  part, 
they  are  plump,  fanguine.  rather  of  a 
ftrong  make,  and  low  ftature.  The  menfes 
do  not  feem  to  be  deficient,  either  through 
want  of  ftrength,  or  fufficient  quantity  of 
bldod.  1  he  impetus  leems  wrong  directed. 
Coftivenefs  is  often  a  companion  of  this 
complaint,  in  the  generality  of  cafes,  and 
fhould  always  be  out  firft  bufinefs  to  ob¬ 
viate.  In  ihort,  a  diitended  ftomach  and 
loaded  bowels  appear,  in  moft  cafes,  to  be 
ftrong  difpofing  caufes  to  this  diforder. 

d-/  ,  *  When 
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When  I  have  reflected  on  the  various 
fpecifics  which  have  been  employed  in  the 
cure  of  epileptics,  and  on  die  cures  re¬ 
lated  of  their  efficacy,  I  could  fcarce  for¬ 
bear  iufpeding  that  fome  of  them,  at  leaft, 
have  effeded  a  cure  by  a  very  different 
operation  than  that  for  which  they  might 
have  been  intended  by  the  prefcriber.  I 
may  poffibly  have  fallen  into  the  fame  ap- 
prehenfion,  and  rather  propofe  it  as  a  quef- 
tion  worthy  of  fome  ^attention,  than  as  a 
point  it  is  proper  for  me  to  decide  upon. 

Valerian,  caftor,  the  foetid  gums,  em- 
pyrumatic  oils,  and,  if  there  be  any  thing 
itill  more  difguftful,  commonly  make  a 
part  of  the  medicines  propofed  for  this  dif- 
eafe.  There  are  fome  others,  whofe  qua¬ 
lities,  indeed,  are  not  quite  fo  repugnant 
to  our  tafte  and  fmell,  fuch  as  the  mifletoe 
and  the  jlores  cardamines  ;  but  to  balance 
this  difference,  it  is  requifite  to  take  thefe 
fuch  a  length  of  time,  and  in  fuch  quan¬ 
tities  as  make  them  not  lefs  difguftful  at 
length.  May  not,  therefore,  both  thefe 
kinds  of  medicines,  and  moft  of  thofe  made 
life  of  as  fpecifics  from  ancient  authority, 

now 
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now  and  then  confirmed  with  inftances  of 
benefit,  derive  the  greateft  part  of  their 
confequence  from  their  quantity,  or  their 
difgufting  qualities,  which,  by  leffening 
the  appetite,  allow  nature  to  recover  her- 
felf,  and  fhake  off  a  difeafe,  which  indul¬ 
gence  principally  produced  ? 

It  is  by  no  means  my  intention  to  enter 
minutely  into  the  treatment  of  particular 
cafes  of  this  diftemper.  From  the  oppor¬ 
tunities  I  have  had  of  obferving  this  dif¬ 
eafe  in  various  fituatiofrs,  I  think,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  this  method  of  proceeding  has  been 
the  mo  ft  fuccefsful.  There  may  be  cafes, 
wherein  the  diftemper  is  fo  ftrongly  ri- 
vetted  in  the  conftitution,  as  to  admit  of 
very  little  affiftance  from  any  method  hi-^ 
therto  devifed ;  but,  for  the  moft  part, 
fooner  or  later,  by  a  fteady  perfeverance  in 
a  courfe  like  the  preceding,  the  diforder 
.  gives  way. 

Perhaps  a  fingle  grain  of  calomel,  with 
three,  four,  or  five  of  piL  ruf.  given  every 
night,  at  bed-tirne,  for  fifteen  or  twenty 
days  together,  may  often  prove  an  effica¬ 
cious  emmenagogue  in  the  cafes  above  men- 
1  \  * 
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tioned.  The  dofe  fhould  be  fuch  as  to  pro¬ 
cure  a  motion  the  day  following,  and,  if 
this  is  aided  with  very  fmall  dofes  of  a 
chalybeate  bitter,  confiderable  benefit  may 
be  reaped  from  it.  Thofe  who  are  about 
the  fick  fhould  be  particularly  careful  never 
to  call  their  attention  to  the  time  of  the 
moon,  or  any  other  periodical  return.  Per¬ 
haps  this  attention,  once  deeply  impreffed, 
has  much  more  influence  on  the  return  of 

•  >  .  't 

the  fits,  than  the  changes  of  the  moon,  or 
any  other  revolution. 

The  fudden  influence  of  terror  is  often 
faid  to  produce  epilepfies.  I  have  met 
with  many  relations  of  this  kind,  and  the 
fact  is  not  improbable.  In  thefe  cafes,  the 
medicines  now  filled  fedatives,  are  clearly 
pointed  out,  efpecially  if  the  difeafe  returns 
at  any  known  period,  that  they  be  given 
before-hand.  Small  dofes  of  anodynes  a,re 
fometimes  beneficial,  and  large  ones  may 
become  neceflary,  if  the  fits  proceed  from 
any  violent  pain,  as  is  fometimes  the  cafe 
from  that  which  attends  menflruation.  In 
thefe  circumftances,  the  dofe  of  opium  mu  ft 
be  fuch  as  gradually  may  overcome  the 

pain, 
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pain,  giving  one  or  two  grains  every  hour 
till  the  pain  abates. 

I  muft  intreat  your  patience  a  little  longer 
while  I  mention  fome  circumftances  rela- 
tive  to  another  difeafe,  altogether  different 
from  that  which  I  have  been  mentioning. 
I  do  not  think  what  I  may  have  to  fay 
upon  it  requires  a  formal  chapter  on  this 
fubjed ;  yet  fome  doubts  have  arifen  re- 
fpe&ing  the  cure  of  it,  which  makes  me 
defirous  they  fhould  either  be  cleared  up* 
by  your  own  and  the  experience  of  others, 
or  a  pra&ice  fomewhat  different  from  that 
generally  adopted  fhould  be  recommended. 

Bleeding  in  apoplexies  is  one  of  thofe 
operations  which,  on  feveral  accounts,  re¬ 
quires  the  moft  difpaffionate  confideration. 

In  no  difeafe,  perhaps,  is  the  judgment 
of  the  prefcriber  of  more  confequence  to  the 
patient. — If  it  is  fuccefsful — if  the  patient 
recovers  upon  it — it  is  a  fortunate  event 
for  both.  If  bleeding  is  performed  when 
it  ought  not,  either  death  enfues,  or  an 
incurable  hemiplegia . 

This  being  the  cafe,  it  is  worth  while  to 
confider  the  affair  as  carefully  as  poffible. 

—Who 


» 


Medical  Observations  and  Inquiries .  8  X 

* — Who  are  the  perfons  moft  fubjed  to  this 
diftemper  ? — thofe  who  live  freely,  or  ra¬ 
ther  eat  plentifully,  and  whofe  make,  or 
manner  of  life  difpofes  them  to  fuch  at¬ 
tacks  ;  fat,  fhort-necked,  inadive  perfons, 
efpecially  when  the  weather  changes  to  an 
extreme,  either  as  to  heat  or  to  cold,  and 
a  negled  of  due  care  in  refped  to  evacua¬ 
tions.  Such  people  are  moft  commonly 
difpofed  to  apoplexies,  and  it  is  evident 
that  fuch  are  moftly  plethoric,  both  in 
reality  and  appearance.  Where,  then,  can 
a  doubt  lie  in  refped  to  bleeding,  when  a 
perfon  is  feized  with  an  apoplexy  ?  and, 
efpecially,  if  the  pulfe  is  extremely  full  and 
tenfe,  with  a  general  appearance  of  fuffo- 
cation  ? — -It  is  often,  nay  moft  commonly 
performed  under  thefe  circumftances,  I 
confefs,  and  yet,  from  the  confequences 
attending  it  in  general,  there  feems  reafon 
to  fufped,  that  bleeding,  in  this  cafe,  is 
performed  much  oftener  than  is  proper  or 
conducive  to  the  patient’s  recovery. 

If  a  perfon  falls  down  in  a  fit  of  any 
kind,  the  furgeon  is  immediately  fent  for  ;  * 
he,  perhaps,  upon  feeling  the  patient’s 
Vol.  VI.  G  pulfe^ 
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pulfe, '  finds  it  as  above  defcribed,  and  ge¬ 
neral  practice  not  only  authorifes,  but  cuf- 
tom,  become  a  law,  generally  directs  the 
operation.  The  pulfe,  in  fuch  a  fituation, 
is  often  an  infufficient  guide;  it  may  be 
that  firuggle  which  arifes  from  an  exertion 
of  the  vires  vitce ,  to  reftore  life.  I  believe 
it  happens  in  mod  cafes,  where  there  has 
been  a  temporary,  and  even  momentary 
ceffation  of  their  animal  powers  ;  and  it  is, 
perhaps,  in  this  fituation  that  bleeding  is 
performed,  and  often  very  liberally.— — It  is 
pofiible  that,  by  leffening  the  quantity  of 
blood,  the  refiftance  to  the  heart  is  leffened, 
and  what  nature  was  attempting  in  vain, 
is  acquired  by  this  means,  and  the  patient’s 
recovery  much  facilitated. 

It  is  poffible,  likewife,  that  by  a  copious 
bleeding,  the  animal  flrength  may  be  fo 
much  reduced,  and  the  effort  begun  fo  pow¬ 
erfully  checked  by  the  operation  and  the 
effects  of  the  difeafe  itfelf,  that  the  patient 
expires  foon  afterwards,  or  furvives  a 
few  days,  and  fuffers  a  hemiplegia  ;  none 
of  which  might  probably  have  happened 
had  bleeding  been  omitted.  It  becomes  the 

operator, 
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operator,  therefore,  moft  carefully  to  at¬ 
tend  to  every  circumftance  of  his  patient’s 
fituation,  before  he  opens  a  vein,  which 
may,  perhaps,  be  decifive  of  his  patient’s 
fate. —  The  following  circumfcance  may 
enable  the  practitioner  to  form  a  judgment 
of  what  is  neceffary  to  be  done,  with  fome 
degree  of  precifion. 

Among  the  feveral  caufes  from  whence 
apoplexies  appear  to  proceed,  perhaps  a 
plentiful  meal  is  the  mofl  common.  I 
need  only  to  refer  to  the  numerous  inftances 
of  fudden  deaths  that  are  mentioned  in  the 
daily  papers.  Scarce  any  thing  is  more 
common  than  articles  relating,  that  fuch  a 
one  dropped  out  of  his  chair,  after  eating 
a  full  meal. 

If  one  confiders  the  time  it  may  require 
to  perform  digeftion— to  tranfmit  a  large 
quantity  of  chyle  into  the  blood,  and  fud- 
denly  to  increafe  the  mafs,  fo  as  to  form  a 
fatal  plethora  almoft  inftantly,  it  feems 
fcarcely  credible  ;  and  yet  this  is  the  prin¬ 
cipal  ground,  I  believe,  on  which  phlebo¬ 
tomy,  in  thefe  cafes,  is  generally  deemed 
to  be  of  abfolute  neceffity, 
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To  me  it  feems  much  more  probable*’ 
that  a  large  undigefted  meal,  diftending  the 
ftomach,  preiTing  upon  the  aorta  defcendens * 
obftrudting  the  free  expansion  of  the  lungs* 
is  the  means  of  crowding  the  arteria1  fyfterp 
in  the  head  with  more  blood  than  ought  to 
be  there,  and  hence  producing  the  difeafe. 

It  is  true,  if  we  could  fuddenly  remove 
this  fercharge  of  blood  in  the  upper  parts 
of  the  body  by  bleeding,  and  without  re- 
ducing  the  patient’s  ftrength,  it  would  be 
at  all  times  requifite ;  but  this  is  hardly  to 
be  expe&ed :  we  are,  therefore,  to  remove 
the  obvious  caufe  as  fpeedily  as  poflible* 
that  is,  to  endeavour,  by  all  the  means  we 
can,  to  remove  the  load  by  emetics  and 
purgatives,,  and  to  excite  as  plentiful  a  flow 
of  blood  and  vital  energy  to  the  lower  ex¬ 
tremities  as  we  can  by  ftimulants,  fmapifms 
efpecially. 

Liberal  dofes  of  white  vitriol,  3i  3fs  for 
a  dofe  ;  emetic  tartar  diffolved  in  water, 
and  got  down  by  fpoonfuls,  furnifh  us  with 
the  means  of  promoting  the  alvine  dif- 
charges  with  effect  We  need  not  be  un¬ 
der  much  reftraint  in  the  ufe  of  thefe  me* 

dicines. 
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dicines,  till  thorough  evacuations  are  pro¬ 
cured.  The  ftimulus  exerted  on  the  ffo- 
mach,  and  the  room  provided  for  a  freer 
circulation,  are  almoft  alike  beneficial,  and 
without  diminifhing  the  patient’s  ftrength, 
make  way  for  his  recovery.  The  faintnefi; 
or  weaknefs  which  thefe  evacuations  pro¬ 
duce  are  temporary;  a  little  broth  given 
frequently,  a  glafs  of  wine,  or  any  cordial, 
foon,  for  the  moft  part,  recruit  the  lofs  fuf- 
tained  by  thefe  evacuations. 

If  the  patient  cannot  fwallow,  active  ir¬ 
ritating  clyfters  may  be  given,  frequently 
repeated,  and  every  endeavour  ufed  to 
empty  the  bowels  fpeedily  and  effectually. 

Flower  of  muftard  feed,  and  foft  bread 
made  into  poultices,  with  a  ftrong  infufion 
of  horfe-radifh  root,  to  be  applied  to  the 
foies  of  the  feet,  generally  aft  both  fpeedily 
and  efficacioufly. 

Sudden  gufts  of  paffion,  in  particular 
conftitutions ;  expofure  to  fudden  heat,  by 
the  reflection  of  the  fun  againfl:  hot  walls  ; 
or  by  fudden  alterations  of  the  weather 
from  cold  to  great  heat,  or  from  moderate 
to  extreme  cold ;  the  fuppreflion  of  forne 
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ufual  evacuation,  frequently  produce  apo¬ 
plexies  ;  and,  perhaps,  at  Inch  times  of  the 
day  as  will  not  allow  us  to  charge  them  to 
the  account  of  plenitude  ;  and  even  in  thefe 
cafes,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  confider  the 
habit  and  other  circumftances,  before  we 
bl.eed.  Could  we  have  forefeen  the  acci¬ 
dent,  bleeding  might  probably  have  pre-^ 
vented  it ;  but  when  it  has  happened,  if 
copious  evacuations  from  the  bowels  afford 
no  relief,  I  fear  that  bleeding  would  not 
only  be  ineffectual  to  recovery,  but  would 
fap  that  ftrength,  which,  in  thefe  cafes,  is 
of  great  importance  to  it. 

It  fddom  happens  that  a  phyfician  ar¬ 
rives  at  the  patient  before  this  operation  is 
performed,  let  the  difeafe  have  originated 
from  what  caufe  it  may ;  and  though  very 
few  would  probably  recover  if  this'  opera¬ 
tion  had  been  omitted  ;  yet,  comparing 
what  has  happened  to  thofe  who  have  been 
blooded,  and  the  few  I  have  feen  who  have 
not  ;  I  am  of  opinion  that  bleeding  in  apo¬ 
plexies  is,  for  the  moPc  part,  injurious,  and 
that  we  fhould  probably  render  the  mod 
effectual  aid,  by  endeavouring,  in  all  cafes? 

to 
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to  procure  a  plentiful  difcharge  from-  the 
flomach  and  bowels ;  as,  by  thefe  revul- 
fions,  the  head  is,  perhaps,  much  more  ef¬ 
fectually  relieved  from  plenitude,  and  that 
without  weakening  or  interrupting  any 
other  effort  of  nature  to  relieve  herfelf, 
than  by  vensefeCtion. 

There  is  a  circumftance  of  fome  moment 
to  perfons  who,  from  their  make,  may 
feem  more  difpofed  to  apoplexies  than 
others,  which  I  have  frequently  taken  no¬ 
tice  of,  and  it  appears  not  improper  to 
mention  it  in  this  place.  The  following 
relation  will  probably  explain  pretty  clearly 
what  I  wifh  to  inculcate. 

A  gentleman  not  quite  thirty  years  of 
age,  of  a  fize  rather  tall  than  fhort,  re¬ 
markably  plump,  frefh  complexion,  and 
his  neck  very  fhort  ;  his  manner  of  living 
full,  never  to  great  excefs,  in  refpeCt  to  li¬ 
quors  efpecially. — He  was  feized  with  an 
apopleCtic  fit  one  day,  as  he  was  crofling 
the  Thames  in  an  open  boat ;  the  water¬ 
man  landed  him,  as  quick  as  poffible,  at 
the  place  he  was  going  to,  where  all  pof¬ 
fible  affiftance  was  procured  expeditioufly, 
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and  lie  foon  recovered.  Being  at  a  dis¬ 
tance,  I  was  not  called  in  as  a  phyfician, 
but  I  faw  him.  at  his  own  houfe  foon  after 
his  recovery.  In  our  converfation  I  in¬ 
quired,  if  he  could  recollect  the  pofture  he 
was  in  when  he  loft  himlelf :  he  replied, 
he  was  looking  at  a  Ship  which  had  for¬ 
merly  belonged  to  his  brother  and  himfeif,  ' 
and  kept  his  eye  upon  her  after  he  had 
gone  by  her,  till  he  loft  himfeif,  and  funk 
down  in  the  boat. 

This,  and  fome  other  occurrences  have 

•  \ 

induced  me  to  think  it  is  very  unfafe  for 
perfons,  of  fuch  a  make,  to  look  backwards 
any  length  of  time,  without  turning  the 
whole  body,  and  if  we  inquire  of  fuch  per¬ 
fons,  they  generally  acknowledge,  that  they 
find  themfelves  become  extremely  giddy, 
and  in  hazard  of  falling  down,  when  they 
keep  in  that  pofture  only  for  a  moment  or 
two.  And  I  believe  that  many  perfons 
have  dropped  down  in  apoplectic  fits  merely 
from  this  unheeded  caufe. 

If  we  take  a  hollow  flexible  tube  of  lea¬ 
ther,  or  any  other  yielding  fubftance,  fix 
inches  or  more  in  length,  holding  one  end 
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in  each  hand,  and  endeavour,  by  turning 
each  hand  a  contrary  way,  to  twift  the  tube 
we  (hall  make  but  very  little  imprefiion  on 
its  cavity,  whilft  our  hands  are  at  that  dis¬ 
tance,  with  one  twift  of  our  hands;  but  if 
we  fhorten  the  diftance,  and  leave  only  one 
or  two  inches  between  each  hand,  the  fame 
turn  of  the  hands,  oppofite  ways,  will  lef- 
fen  the  diameter  of  the  tube  extremely, 
nay  almoft  wholly  to  bring  the  fides  of  the 
tube  into  contad,  and  prevent  the  paflage 
of  any  fluid. — In  fome  refpeds,  the  fame 
thing  happens  to  the  jugular  veins  in  very 
fhort-necked  people.  The  carotid  arteries 
lying  nearer  the  centre  of  motion,  are 
very  little  affeded  by  the  turn  of  the  head, 
even  in  very  fhort-necked  people ;  they 
continue  to  convey  full  ftreams  of  blood  to 
the  head.  But  this  is  not  the  cafe  with 
the  jugular  veins  ;  they  lie  near  the  Sur¬ 
face,  and,  if  the  neck  is  fhort,  and  full  at 

the  fame  time,  the  twift  ib  far  contrads 

» 

their  diameters,  that  it  is  impoffible  for 
them  to  return  a  proportionable  quantity. 
Hence,  therefore,  firft  a  giddinefs,  at  length, 
a  total,  though  temporary  ceflaticn  of  every 

faculty, 
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faculty,  or,  in  other  words,  a  perfect  apo-? 
plexy. 

The  fhgrter  the  neck,  the  longer  and 
more  fixed  the  pofition,  the  fpeedier  and 
more  lafting  the  effeCt  will  be,  every  thing 
elfe  being  alike.  If  the  fhirt  collar,  flock, 
or  neckcloth  are  tight,  they  will  increafe 
the  accident  not  a  little.  All  fuch  people 
fhould,  therefore,  be  advifed  never  to  put 
themfelves  into  this  pofture,  but  to  turn 
their  whole  bodies  towards  the  objeCt  they 
wifh  to  view,  whether  they  are  on  foot,  on 
horfeback,  or  in  a  carriage.  For  although 
apoplexies  proceeding  from  fuch  a  caufe 
may  be  attended  with  no  very  bad  effects, 
yet  the  fall  of  itfelf,  and  the  fear  it  in- 
fpires,  may  be  productive  of  much  injury. 
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X,  An  Encyjted  Wt at  cry  Tumour ,  adhering 
to  the  pojlcrior  Tart  of  the  Bladder ,  and 
to  the  whole  Length  of  the  Re&um,  which 
brought  on  a  fatal  Suppreffton  of  Urine . 
By  Thomas  Gery  Cullum,  Surgeon ,  St. 
Edmund’s  Bury,  Suffolk,  and  Member 
of  the  Corporation  of  Surgeons,  in  Lon¬ 
don.  Communicated  by  Dr.  W.  Hunter. 
Read ,  Sept.  21,  1778.  „ 

5  WAS  defired  to  vifit  Simon  Wicks  (a 
lad  about  eighteen  years  of  age)  on 
Thurfday  evening,  July  25,  1776;  he  ao? 
quainted  me,  that  he  had  not  voided  a 

jl. 

;  *  ,  '  '  ,  ,  >  .  j  \ 

drop  of  urine  fince  the  preceding  Monday. 

I  found  him  with  a  quick  pulfe,  inclination 
to  vomit,  abdomen  very  tenfe  and  painful 
to  the  touch,  and  the  bladder  feemingly 
diftended  two  inches  above  the  navel.  I 

A 

examined  with  my  finger  up  the  anus 
(which  was  much  dilated),  and  found,  as 
I  imagined,  the  bladder  fo  much  diftended, 
that  I  thought  I  could,  with  as  much  eafe 
as  I  could  open  a  vein  with  a  lancet  in 
«  ;  •  *  bleeding, 
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bleeding,  have  pun&ured  the  bladder 
through  the  reftum ,  and  evacuated  its 
whole  contents.  I  tried  to  pafs  up  the 
7irethra  different  fized  catheters,  but  I 
found  it  impofiible  to  get  any  of  them  far¬ 
ther  than  the  proftate  gland.  Under  thefe 
circum fiances,  I  declared  to  the  boy’s 
friends,  that  there  remained  nothing  to  be 
done  but  to  difcharge  the  urine  by  an  ope¬ 
ration.  I  then  fent  to  Dr.  Norford,  re- 
quefling  he  would  come  and  give  me  his 
affiftance,  which  he  very  obligingly  did 
immediately,  and,  after  a  little  examina¬ 
tion,  concurred  in  the  opinion  I  had  given. 

I  propofed  the  pundture  above  the  os  pubis , 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  immediately  per¬ 
formed.  Three  pints  of  high  coloured 
urine,  tinged  with  blood,  were  foon  dif-  " 
charged,  and,  before  ten  o’clock  the  next 
morning,  at  leaft  two  quarts  more  had 
drained  away  through  the  canula. 

My  patient  was  much  relieved,  yet  the 
tumour  in  the  abdomen  was  hill  very  con- 
fiderable,  and  reached  above  the  navel,  and 
that  which  was  felt  in  the  redlnm  not  per¬ 
ceptibly  diminifhed. 

Every 
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Every  thing  remained  much  in  the  fame 
ftate  till  Saturday  late  at  night,  when  the 
lad,  in  turning  himfelf,  difplaced  the  ca- 
nula ,  fo  that  it  came  out ;  and  when  I  faw 
him  on  Sunday  morning,  I  tried,  in  vain, 
to  introduce  the  canula  of  the  trocar  again, 
by  the  fame  orifice,  into  the  bladder ;  and 
as  all  the  boy’s  former  mo  ft  urgent  fymp- 
toms  began  to  return,  I  made  another 
pun£ture :  about  a  quart  of  urine  came 
away  at  this  fecond  operation.  The  boy 
was  again  much  relieved,  his  appetite 
mended,  he  was  very  cheerful,  and  flept 
well :  by  way  of  medicine,  he  had  hitherto 
taken  only  an  emulfion,  with  manna  and 
oil  of  almonds,  to  keep  his  body  open :  he 
now  entered  on  the  ufe  of  a  decodtiomof 
bark  and  marflimallow  root;  the  tumour, 
however,  in  the  abdomen  and  'reel  urn  ft  ill 
continuing,  and  the  impofiibility  of  palling 
either  bougie  or  catheter,  always  made  me 
fufpicious  that  the  cafe  would  not  end 
well. 

In  about  ten  days  after  this  fecond  ope¬ 
ration,  he  began  to  complain  of  pain  all 
over  him,  attended  with  confiderable  ri- 

8  gours, 
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gours,  ficknefs  at  his  ftomach,  and  lofs  of 
appetite. 

About  a  fortnight  before  he  died,  turn¬ 
ing  himfelf  rather  in  a  hurry  in  the  night, 
he  complained  of  great  pain,  faying  he  had 
hurt  himfelf ;  in  the  morning,  half  a  pint 
of  matter  (pus )  came  away  through  the 
canuldy  and,  in  three  or  four  .hours,  half 
a  pint  more;  and,  from  that  time,  matter 
either  by  itfelf,  or  mixed  with  urine,  was 
continually  difcharged  as  long  as  he  lived. 
The  pains  all  over  him,  particularly  in  his 
legs ,  increafed  to  a  great  degree,  and  on 
Sunday,  Auguft  the  25th,  he  died. 

Upon  opening  the  body,  the  firft  appear¬ 
ance  was  the  omentum  almoft  wafted  away, 
but  upon  it  there  were  feveral  large  irre¬ 
gular  encyfted  tumours,  each  as  large  as 
an  hen’s  egg,  filled  partly  with  a  ferous 
fluid,  and  partly  with  a  gelatinous  fub- 
ftance.  On  removing  the  omentum ,  a  large 
body  (nearly  as  big  as  a  quart  bottle  with¬ 
out  the  neck)  prefented  itfelf,  very  much 
diftended  with  a  fluid,  not  conne&ed  with 
any  thing  at  top,  or  at  its  anterior  part, 
for  fome  inches  ;  but  backwards,  ftrongly 
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adhering  to  all  the  parts  contained  in  the 
pelvis,  and  nearly  filling  the  whole  cavity 
of  it.  Two  or  three  inches  below  the  navel, 
the  bladder  came  to  view,  on  the  fore-part 
of  this  preternatural  body,  quite  collapfed, 
containing  not  above  two  or  three  large 
fpoonfuls  of  urine.  I  now  took  notice, 

.  that  upon  my  differing  away  the  parietes 
of  the  abdomen ,  the  urine  iffued  out  from 
the  punCture  I  had  made  into  the  bladder, 
in  the  firft  operation,  which  had  been 
healed  externally  fome  confiderable  time. 

The  kidneys  w^ere  double  their  natural 
fize,  and  in  the  pelvis  of  the  right  was 
nearly  a  fpoonful  of  matter.  The  ureters 
were  very  little  larger  than  natural,  and 
except  a  tumour,  about  the  fize  of  a  goofe’s 
egg,  on  the  convex  furface  of  the  right 
lobe  of  the  liver,  of  the  fame  fort  as  before 
taken  notice  of  on  the  omentum ,  I  obferved 
nothing  particular.  What  follows  (hall  be 
the  appearance  of  the  parts  on  a  farther 
examination,  with  fome  remarks  and  re¬ 
flections  on  the  nature  and  fymptoms  of 
this  difeafe,  and  on  what  feems  to  me  the 
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moft  probable  method  of  affording,  at  leaft, 
a  temporary  relief  in  a  fimilar  cafe. 

A  canula  was  kept  in  the  wound  made 
by  the  fecond  pundure  as  long  as  the  boy 
lived,  which  was  thirty-one  days  ;  the  cir¬ 
cumference  or  edge  of  the  wound  in  the 
bladder  was  perfedly  cicatrized,  and  as 
fmooth  as  the  opening  in  the  peritoneum , 
at  the  ring  of  the  abdominal  mufcles,  when 
there  is  a  frnall  herniary  fac. 

The  firft  canula  made  ufe  of  in  this  fe¬ 
cond  pundure  was  near  two  inches  long  ; 
in  about  a  fortnight  I  changed  it  for  one 
not  more  than  an  inch  and  a  quarter,  yet 
the  bladder  was  evidently  Jlightly  abraded 
by  the  extremities  of  thefe  canule ;  though, 
in  this  cafe,  had  the  canula  only  juft  en¬ 
tered  the  bladder,  the  end  of  it  would  have 
hurt  the  pofterior  part  of  the  bladder,  from 
the  preffure  of  the  encyfted  tumour  behind 
keeping  the  bladder  in  contad  with  it,  and 
which  was  very  evident  in  the  boy’s  life¬ 
time,  for  by  pulling  out  the  canula  a  little, 
the  urine  difcharged  more  freely,  and  by 
introducing  a  bougie  into  the  canula ,  the 

back 
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back  part  of  the  bladder  was  felt  clofe  to 
the  extremity  of  the  canula ;  hence  the 
early  introduction  of  a  fecond  canula ,  whofe 
extremity  is  made  blunt,  and  pierced  like 
a  catheter,  is  advifable,  and  to  prevent  be¬ 
ing  embarrafled  in  fhifting  it,  I  made  ufe 
of  a  canula  a  fize  lefs  in  diameter,  without 
any  rim  or  (hell  at  the  head,  and  that  would 
juft  go  within  the  tube  of  that  already  in¬ 
troduced.  When  1  judged  I  had  gone  as  far 
into  the  bladder  as  the  other,  I  gently 
withdrew  the  firft ;  which  done,  I  fcrewed 
on  the  rim  or  Jfhell  to  which  the  head  of 
the  canula  had  been  previoufly  fitted  by  a 
male  fcrew  :  by  this  means,  I  ran  no  rift: 
of  miffing  the  orifice  in  the  bladder;  and 
by  allowing  a  proper  length  of  fcrew  on 
the  canula ,  I  could  let  down,  or  raife  up 
the  canula ,  as  I  liked.  I  confined  the  ca¬ 
nula  by  a  narrow  tape  tied  round  the  body, 
which  was  put  through  two  fmall  flits  in 
the  fhell  of  the  canula  ;  but  the  ftrong  pref- 
fure  of  the  encyfted  tumour  behind,  ac¬ 
counts  for  the  canula  getting  out  after  the 
firft  pundture ;  and  it  was  with  very  great 
care  that  the  fecond  canula ,  ufed  after  the 
Vol.  VI.  H  .  fecond 
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fecond  pun&ure,  was  kept  in,  which  wai 
introduced  only  an  inch  and  a  quarter 

This  difeafe,  from  the  account  I  could 
get,  had  been  of  fix  years  {landing  ;  it  had, 
for  certain,  been  of  more  than  a  year,  as 
he  was  obliged,  about  that  time,  to  apply 
to  a  gentleman  of  the  faculty,  who  relieved 
him  by  bleeding  and  fome  laxative  phyfic. 

Coflivenefs,  and  a  difficulty  of  going  to 
ftool,  which  was  a  frequent  complaint  of 
this  boy’s,  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  from 
what  has  been  already  premifed  :  a  tumour 
juft  within  the  fphincler  ani ,  which  feems 
ready  to  burft  into  the  reSlum ,  and  reaching 
higher  than  you  can  introduce  a  finger, 
and  a  great  diftenfion  of  the  abdomen ,  even 
before  any  fuppreffion  of  urine  has  come  on , 
will  afford  very  ftrong  reafons  to  fufpedt 
this  complaint ;  to  which  I  would  add  fome 
other  diagnoftic  marks,  feemingly  not  lefs 
charadteriftic  than  the  preceding. 

*  A  flexible  canula ,  no  doubt,  would  have  been  more 
ealily  kept  in,  as  it  would  have  accommodated  itfelf  to  the 
direction  of  the  cavity  of  the  bladder.  This  thought  oc¬ 
curred  to  me  on  reading  Mr .  Reid's  Inquiry  on  the  Operations 
*  ufed  in  obflinate  Supprejfions  of  Urine,  p.  56,  57. 


Defire 


\ 
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Defire  a  patient,  if  called  before  a  fup- 
preffion  comes  on,  to  abftain  from  all  li¬ 
quids,  and  empty  his  bladder  ;  you  will 
then  find,  that  the  tumour  in  the  reclunt 
and  abdomen  is  not  diminifhed ;  and  upon 
making  a  ftrong  preflure  on  the  abdomen , 
it  will  probably  be  attended  with  little  ot 
no  pain,  or  nothing  like  that  which  is  very 
generally  experienced  by  a  perfon  whofe 
bladder  is  feemingly  fo  much  diftended; 
for  I  obferved  that  the  boy,  before  I  emp¬ 
tied  his  bladder  by  the  pundture  (which, 
as  I  mentioned  before,  was  the  third  day 
after  a  total  fuppreffion),  complained  very 
little  of  the  ufual  ftrong  bearing  down  and 
inclination  to  make  water  ;  which  I  can 
account  for  nootherwile,  than  by  the  great 
preflure  of  the  encyfted  tumour  behind, 
taking  away  all  the  weight  of  the  water 
from  againft  the  neck  of  the  bladder. 

The  cyft  of  the  tumour  was  capable  of 
holding  a  full  quart  wine  meafure.  The 
external  coat  of  the  cyft  was  membranous, 
with  fome  appearance  of  mufcular  fibres  ; 
the  internal  coat  was  ftrong  and  ligament¬ 
ous,  very  much  like  that  of  fteatomatous 

H  2  tumours. 


joo  Medical  Obferv  at  ions  and  Inquiries . 

tumours.  The  fluid,  which  was  as  thin 
as  water  or  ferum ,  and  not  coagulable  by 
heat  contained  in  this  cyft,  was  inclofed, 
if  I  may  fo  exprefs  it,  in  a  cyft  of  its  own; 
I  mean  by  that,  that  the  coagulable  part  of 
the  lymph  had  formed  a  complete  cyft  of  a 
femi-tranfparent  gelatinous  fubftance  in 
fome  places,  and  white  and  opaque  in 
others,  but  firm  enough  to  have  been  taken 
out  intire. 

The  urinary  bladder  not  being  the  part 
primarily  difeafed,  was  not  much  altered 
from  its  natural  ftate.  The  great  quantity 
of  matter  which  was  difcharged  by  the  Ca¬ 
nute  muft  have  come  from  the  kidnies,  in 

one  of  which  I  have  before  men  tioned  there 

* 

was  fome  pus  found 

A  fupprefiion  of  urine  from  one  or  more 
hydatids,  perhaps,  is  not  a  very  uncommon 
cafe,  as  I  am  informed  by  one  of  the  fa¬ 
culty  in  this  town,  that  he  had  a  patient, 
about  three  years  ago,  who  died  of  a  fup- 
preflion  of  urine  (no  operation  having  been 

*  The  preparation  of  the  parts  concerned  in  the  fubjeft 
of  this  Paper,  is  now  depofited  in  Dr.  Hunter’s  moffc 
valuable  and  magnificent  mufeum. 


performed). 


Medical  Ohfcrvaiions  and  Inquiries  lo'x* 


performed),  occafioned  by  the  preffure  of 
feveral  hydatids,  which  adhered  to  the  out- 
fide  of  the  bladder,  and  filled  up  the  whole 
cavity  of  the  pelvis . 

P.  S.  I  have  often  been  forty  that  1  did 
not  make  a  pundure  through  the  reRum> 
rather  than  above  the  os  pubis ,  but  more 
particularly  have  I  wifhed  fo,  fince  1  have 
read  Dr.  Hamilton's  account  (Philofophical 
Tran fa&ions,  1776,)  of  a  fuppreffion  of 
urine  cured  by  a  pundure  made  in  the 
bladder  through  the  arms ;  the  very  reafon 
of  not  having  feen  or  heard  of  fuch  an 
operation*,  which  prevented  me,  very  for¬ 
tunately  did  not  deter  Dr.  Hamilton  from 
performing  it.  The  difficulty  of  adminif- 
tering  a  clyfler,  by  reafon  of  a  large  fub- 
ftance  low  in  the  gut  near  the  fundament, 
and  the  idea  that  ftruck  him  of  the  tumour 

t 

feeling  like  the  membranes  that  contain  the 
waters  of  a  woman  in  labour,  are  exadly 
correfpondent  with  my  patient’s  cafe. 


*  I  did  not  recoiled  the  account  given  by  Mr.  Reid, 
in  MiHiEs’i  Elements  of  Surgery ,  jrom  Monsieur  Pou-~ 
teau,  where  the  bladder  was  pundured  through  the 
u£lum  in  three  different  patients,  and  with  fuccefs. 

'  H  %  Dr. 
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Dr.  Hamilton’s  account  is  a  very  valu¬ 
able  one  5  mine  may  be  of  fome  ufe,  to  (hew 
the  neceffity  of  diftinguifhing  whether  a 
tumour  felt  in  the  vellum  is  the  bladder ,  or 
an  encyjled  tumour  adhering  to  it.  In 
Dr.  Hamilton’s  patient's  cafe*  it  is  true, 
the  pun&ure  through  the  reflum  proved 
a  fortunate  cure  ;  fo  was  it  poQible ,  if  the 
pun&ure  had  been  made  in  pcrinaeo^  or 
above  the  os  pubis ;  but  in  my  patient's 
cafe,  no  other  place  but  the  pun£lure 
through  the  redlum  could  give  any  chance 
of  relief. 


\ 


»! 
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XI.  Remarks  on  that  Complaint  commonly 
known  under  the  Name  of  the  Sick  Head - 
ach .  By  John  Fothergill,  M.  D .  Ready 
Dec .  14,  1778. 

THERE  is  a  difeafe,  which,  though 
it  occurs  very  frequently,  has  not 
yet  obtained  a  place  in  the  fyftematic  cata¬ 
logues.  It  is  commonly  to  be  met  with 
in  pra&ice,  and  is  defcribed  by  thofe  who 
are  affe&ed  with  it,  and  who  are  not  few 
in  number,  under  the  compound  title  of  a 
fick  head-ach. 

Under  this  title  they,  at  leaft,  defcribe 
their  feelings,  and,  on  a  little  inquiry,  one 
finds  that  they  are  affe&ed  by  both. — This 
is  not  the  complaint  of  any  particular  age, 
or  fex,  or  conftitution,  or  feafon — it  is  in¬ 
cident  to  all.  The  fedentary,  ina&ive,  re¬ 
laxed,  and  incautious  refpedting  diet,  are 
the  rnoft  expofed  to  it ;  and  who  are  yet, 
fometimes,  not  much  lefs  fufferers  by  the 
means  frequently  made  ufe  of  to  remove  it, 
than  by  the  difeafe  itfelf. 

\  .  H  4 
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To  colled:  into  a  Ihort  compafs  all  the 
fymptoms  which  accompany  this  difeafe, 
would  be  difficult,  and  not  fo  very  inte- 
refting;  to  defcribe  fo  many,  as  to  make 
the  complaint  eafiiy  to  be  diftinguifhed  in 
the  firft  place,  and  in  what  maimer  it  may 
be  treated  with  fuccefs,  will  be  of  more  im¬ 
portance. 

Thofe  who  are  affected  with  the  fick 
head-ach,  moft  commonly  defcribe  it  in 
this  manner  that  they  awake  early  in 
the  morning  with  a  head-ach,  which  fel- 
dom  affeds  the  whole  head,  but  one  parti¬ 
cular  part  of  it,  moft  commonly  the  fore¬ 
head,  over  one  frequently,  fometimes  above 
both  eyes.  Sometimes  it  is  fixed  about  the 
upper  part  of  the  parietal  bone,  of  one  fide 
only ;  fometimes,  and  not  unfrequently, 
the  occiput  is  the  part  affeded  :  fometimes 
it  uarts  from  one  to  another  of  thefe  places. 
It  never  goes  entirely  off,  from  the  time  it 
Commences,  till  it  wholly  ceafes,  but  is 
fometimes  more,  fometimes  Jefs  tolerable. 

With  this  is  joined  more  or  lefs  of  fick- 
nefs,  and  which  is  juft  barely,  in  many 
people,  not  fufficient,  without  affiftance, 
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to  provoke  vomiting.  If  this  pain  does 
happen,  as  it  moft  commonly  comes  on 
early  in  the  morning,  and  before  any  meal 
is  taken,  feldom  any  thing  is  thrown  up 
but  thin  phlegm,  unlel's  the  {training  is 
fevere,  when  fome  bitter  or  acid  bile  is 
brought  up.  In  this  cate,  the  difeafe  be¬ 
gins  foon  to  abate,  leaving  a  forenefs  about 
the  head,  a  fqueami(hnefs  at  the  ftomach, 
and  a  general  uneafmefs,  which  induces 
the  fick  to  wifh  for  repofe.  Perhaps,  after 
a  fhort  deep,  they  recover  perfe&ly  well, 
only  a  little  debilitated  by  their  fufferings. 

The  duration  of  this  conflict  is  very  dif¬ 
ferent  in  different  perfons ;  in  fome,  it  goes 
off  in  two  or  three  hours  ;  in  others,  it  will 
laft  twenty-four,  or  longer,  and  with  a 
violence  fcarcely  to  be  endured,  when  the 
leaft  light  or  noife  feem  to  throw  them  on 
the  rack.  In  young  perfons,  it  moft  com¬ 
monly  goes  off  foon  ;  if  it  continues  to 
harafs  them  many  years,  as  it  fometimes 
has  done,  the  fit  continues  longer,  and 
leaves  the  whole  frame  in  fo  weak  a  condi¬ 
tion,  as  to  require  fome  length  of  time  to 
recover. 


Its 
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Its  returns  are  very  irregular,  as  mud  be 
the  cafe,  fince  the  difeafe,  for  the  mod 
part,  proceeds  from  accidental  caufes*  Some 
have  it  every  two  or  three  days,  fome  once 
in  two  or  three  weeks,  others  in  as  many 
months,  and  fome  yet  feldomer. 

I  have  met  with  it,  in  mod  habits  and 
complexions,  moftly  in  the  early  and  mid¬ 
dle  parts  of  life,  and  amongft  the  middle 
and  upper  ranks  in  life.  Thofe  who  ufe 
but  little  exercife,  and  are  inattentive  to 
their  diet,  are  the  greateft  fufFerers.  Cof- 
tive  habits  are  more  expofed  to  it,  than 
others  of  a  contrary  difpofition.  I  have 
known  many  inftances,  where  a  difpofition 
to  purging,  become  habitual,  has  entirely 
removed  this  complaint.  And  indeed,  from 
numerous  circumftances,  it  is  mod  clear, 
that  the  head-ach  proceeds  from  the  ho¬ 
rn  ach  ;  not  the  reverfe,  as  has  been  the 
opinion  of  many  who  are  fufFerers  by  it. 

The  difeafe  is  very  frequently  treated  as 
a  nervous  diftemper — as  an  ague  in  the 
head,  as  a  fpafm  (which  indeed  it  appears 
to  be),  and  perhaps  confidered  as  pertain¬ 
ing  to  other  difeafes. — But  the  manner  and 

time 
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time  of  its  attack,  which  is  after  digeftion 
is  performed,  the  chyle  admitted  into  the 
blood,  and  the  bile  has  acquired  its  full 
adivity,  undiluted  by  frefh  fupplies  of  li¬ 
quid,  the  ftomach  and  duodenum  empty, 
and  the  nerves  expofed  to  irritation. 

Having  had  fome  little  experience  of  this 
complaint  myfelf,  and  having  met  with 
numerous  occafions  of  feeing  it  in  others, 
in  a  variety  of  degrees  of  force  and  con¬ 
tinuance  ;  and  having  likewife  attended  to 
the  different  ideas  and  modes  of  treatment, 
in  regard  to  this  diftemper,  I  thought  it 
might  be  ufeful  to  fugged:  what  had  oc¬ 
curred  to  me  on  this  fubjed,  and  the  more 
fo,  as  it  may  lead  to  fome  explanations  re- 
fpeding  diet,  which  it  is  of  fome  confe- 
quence,  to  the  lick  efpecially,  to  be  made 
to  comprehend. 

My  opinion  of  this  difeafe  is,  that, 
for  the  moft  part,  it  proceeds  from  in¬ 
attention  to  diet,  either  in  refped  to  kind 
or  quantity,  or  both ;  and  that  what¬ 
ever  medicinal  means  ,  are  propofed  for 
its  removal,  they  will  prove  ineffedual, 
3  without 
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without  enjoining  an  exad  conformity  to 
rule. 

There  are  feme  things  which,  in  very 
fmall  quantities,  feldom  fail  to  produce  the 
fick  head-ach  in  fome  conftitutions.  Such 
are  a  larger  proportion  than  ufual  of  melted 
butter,  fat  meats,  and  fpices,  efpecially 
common  black  pepper.  Meat  pies  often 
contain  all  thefe  things  united,  and  are  as 
fertile  a  caufe  of  this  complaint  as  any 
thing  I  know  ;  fo  are  rich  baked  puddings, 
and  every  thing  of  a  fimilar  nature.  A 
little  error  in  thefe  things  will  feldom  fail 
to  be  attended  with  much  fuffering,  in  many 
conftitutions.  Indeed,  as  the  diforder 
comes  on,  moftly  towards  morning,  the 
generality  of  patients  are  led  to  confider  it 
as  a  thing  impoflible,  that  they  fhould 
fuffer  fo  long  after  a  meal  ;  it  is  neverthe- 
lefs  true,  and  ought  to  be  ftridly  inquired 
into,  and  the  condud  of  the  fick  regulated 
in  this  refped,  or  medicine  is  exhibited  in 
vain. 

That  ftrong  liquors  will  produce  fimilar 
diftrefles  to  thofe  who  are  not  accuftomed 

to 
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to  them,  is  but  too  well  known,  and  has 
been  too  generally  experienced.  Moft 
kinds  of  malt  liquor,  taken  too  liberally, 
feldom  fail  to  have  this  effed  in  particular 
conftitutions,  perhaps  from  the  quantity  of 
hops  ;  for  moft  bitters  feem  rather  to  in- 
creafe,  than  leffen  the  complaint. 

It  is  not,  however,  the  kind  of  diet  alone 
that  will  produce  this  diforder;  repeated 
errors  in  quantity  will  produce  the  like  ef¬ 
fects.  Bile,  if  very  acid,  will  prove  a 
Jlimulus  fufEciently  ftrong,  in  many  cafes, 
to  excite  this  fick  head-ach  in  a  violent 
degree.  There  are  habits  in  which  the 
bile,  if  exceeding  in  point  of  adivity,  ei¬ 
ther  from  its  bitter  or  its  acid  quality,  will 
ad  as  a  purgative,  fometimes  with  pain, 
fometimes  without,  according  to  the  nature 
of  different  habits.  Such  conftitutions 
rarely  are  affeded  with  the  difeafe  I  am 
defcribing;  even  thofe  who  have  fuffered 
its  moft  violent  attacks  have  been  free  from 
it  altogether,  when  a  difpofition  to  purg¬ 
ing  has  taken  place  of  habitual  coftivenefs  $ 
and  on  the  contrary. 


From 
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From  thefe  confiderations,  it  Js  therefore? 
evident*  that  as  the  quality  of  the  bile*  in 
a  great  meafure,  depends  on  the  quality 
of  the  food,  regard  being  had,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  quantity  :  and  that  the  difeafe  we 
are  treating  of  appears  to  arife  from  this 
caufe,  it  is  neceflary  to  point  out,  as  ex¬ 
perience  may  dire<ft,  what  kinds  of  aliment 
are  moft  likely  to  add  to  the  difeafe,  in 
order  that  the  patients  who  confult  us,  may 
be  affifted  to  avoid  the  caufes  of  fo  diftreff- 
ing  a  complaint,  as  well  as  directed  to  fuch 
a  courfe  of  medicine,  as  may  contribute  to 
affift  them  in  the  recovery  of  their  ufual 
healths,  provided  they  refolutely  fubmit  to 
the  regulations  propofed  to  them. 

To  obtain  pretty  fpeedy  relief  will  not 
be  difficult.  An  emetic,  or  mild  cathar¬ 
tic — an  anodyne,  foon,  for  the  moft  part* 
reftore  them  to  their  ufual  health;  to  un¬ 
dergo  the  fame  conflict  in  a  few  days,  per¬ 
haps,  or  a  month  or  two,  juft  as  the  caufe 
of  the  difeafe  is  accumulated ;  and  in  this 
manner  I  have  known  many  perfons  fpend 
a  great  part  of  their  lives.  Wearied,  per¬ 
haps* 
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haps,  with  ineffe&ual  endeavours,  they, 
at  length,  give  up  all  hopes  of  getting  rid 
of  their  malady,  and  think  patience  mull  be 
their  only  cure. 

Many  fuch  I  have  met  with,  and  fo,  I 
doubt  not,  have  moft  other  pra&itioners, 
and  have  not  often  been  difappointed  in 
relieving  them  by  the  following  procefs  : 

If  they  are  difpofed  to  coftivenefs,  which 
is  generally  the  cafe,  fome  eafy  laxative  is 
dire&ed  to  keep  the  belly  gently  open,  va¬ 
rying  the  form  and  fubftance,  as  the  par¬ 
ticular  circumftances  may  require: — where 
acid  bile  abounds,  the  bitter  and  abforbent 
laxatives  ;  where  the  bitter,  faline  gene¬ 
rally  are  ufeful. 

In  the  former  cafe,  it  will  be  requi- 
fite  to  give  fmall  dofes  of  ftomach  bit¬ 
ters,  joined  with  a  little  alcaline  fait, 
or  a  chalybeate,  as  the  cafe  requires, 
once  or  twice  a  day.  Mineral  or  vege¬ 
table  acids,  and  a  diet  of  the  fame  na¬ 
ture  ;  foap  and  pil.  ruf.  or  magnefia  and 
rhubarb,  in  fmall  dofes,  daily  continued, 
will  often  prove,  in  cafes  of  acid  bile,  very 
ufeful  remedies;  and  fo  will  a  folution  of 

aloes 
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aloes  in  lime-water,  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner 

But  whatever  procefs  the  phyfician’s 

judgment  leads  him  to  purfue,  there  is  one 

«  * 

objedt,  that  will  deferve  his  attention,  and 
will  require  the  patient's.  This  difeafe 
is  not  the  effect  of  any  fudden  acci¬ 
dental  caufe;  it  is  the  effedt  of  reiterated 
errors  in  diet,  or  in  conduct,  which,  by 
weakening  the  powers  of  digeftion,  and 
otherwife  difordering  the  animal  functions, 
have  affedted  the  fecretions  of  thofe  juices, 
and  perhaps  the  organs  themfelves,  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  to  require  a  fteady  perfeve- 
rance  in  the  ufe  of  fuch  medicines,  as  ex- 
perience  has  fuggefted  are  mod  likely  to 
reftore  them  to  full  health. 

%»  -  r  Jr 

This  change  cannot  be  effeded  fpeedilyj 
it  requires  a  patient  obfervance  of  proper 
regimen,  in  refped  both  to  medicine  and 

diet-  The  former  ought,  therefore,  to  be 

*  -  ■ 

%  R  Aloes  Soccotrin.  3j, 

Rad.  Rhabarb. 

- Glycyrrhiz.  incif.  aa  jfs, 

Infunde  in  Aq.  Calc.  Jviij. 

Colaturae,  adde 

Sp.  Lavend.  C.  Jfs. 

M.  Capiat  Cochl.  j.  ij.  aut  iij.  pro  re  nat;* 
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fo  contrived,  as  to  be  taken  without  dif- 
guft  for  feveral  weeks  together,  and  to  be 
repeated  at  proper  diftances,  till  the  end  is 
obtained,  digeftion  rightly  performed,  and 
the  bile  fecreted  and  difcharged  as  health 
requires ;  by  which  means,  all  that  train 
of  evils,  which  are  the  confequences  of  its 
detention  and  diftempered  Hate,  will  be 
gradually  removed. 

The  benefits  refulting,  in  many  cafes* 
from  the  ufe  of  the  mineral  waters,  When 
drunk  in  proper  quantity,  and  for  a  proper 
length  of  time,  are  undoubted  proofs  of 
the  neceffity  of  perfeverance  in  the  ufe  of 
fuch  medicines,  as  may  appear,  at  firft 
fight,  of  no  great  efficacy,  yet,  if  well 
directed,  and  fteadily  purfued,  will,  at 
length,  obtain  the  moll  fubftantial  advam* 
tages. 

There  is  another  part  of  our  affiftance* 
Which  is  not  lefs  neceflary,  in  this  cafe, 
than  medicine,  to  a  peifefl  recovery,  which, 
perhaps,  is  too  often  difregarded  both  by 
the  patient  and  phyfician ;  and  if  I  have 
fometimes  fucceeded  in  removing  many 
Vol.  VI.  I  eora- 
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complaints  of  this  nature,  where  very  ju¬ 
dicious  preferiptions  had  been  uied  in  vain, 
it  has  been  by  entering  more  minutely  into 
that  part  of  prefeription,  which  depended 
on  the  patient’s  own  condud,  than  by 
the  ufe  of  medicines  of  greater  efficacy, 
than  thofe  which  had  been  preferibed  by 
others. 

We  are,  perhaps,  too  ready,  in  chronic 
cafes,  where  digeftion  is  concerned,  to 
confide  in  the  materia  me  die  a,  and  judge  it 
fufficient  to  feled  and  enjoin  fuch  articles 
in  our  preferiptions,  as  are  of  known  ufe 
in  fuch  cafes.  But  unlefs  the  whole  plan 
of  diet,  both  in  kind  and  quantity,  are 
made  to  confpire  with  medical  prefeription, 
the  benefits  arifing  from  this  are  hourly 
annihilated  by  negled  or  indulgence. 

It  is  not  folely  with  a  view  to  the  cure  of 
this  fick  head-ach,  of  which  I  have  been 
treating,  that  I  wiffi  to  offer  fome  general 
refledions  on  the  dietetic  part  of  medicine, 
and  to  point  out  the  neceffary  reftridions, 
in  order  to  its  cure  ;  but  likewife,  as  they 
may  be  of  fome  importance  in  the  manage¬ 
ment 
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ment  of  many  other  chronic  and  anomalous 
difeafes,  as  well  as  for  the  prefervation  of 
health  in  general. 

Nothing  is  of  fo  much  confequefrce  to 
invalids,  and  the  more  delicate  of  both 
fexes,  as  attention  to  quantity.* — There  are 
many  people,  who  feern  to  be  poffeffed  of 
fuch  powers  of  digeftion,  as  to  be  under 
no  reftraints  on  that  account,  and  who  ne¬ 
ver  feel  themfelves  incommoded,  either 
with  quantity,  or  the  moft  heterogeneous 
qualities  of  their  food.  They  rife  from 
the  moft  plentiful  mixed  and  rich  repafts* 
without  any  kind  of  apparent  uneafmefs. 
But  this  is  not  the  cafe  with  the  genera¬ 
lity — They  are  affected  with  uneafinefs* 
fome  in  one  way,  fome  another,  by  the  un¬ 
natural  load.  And  how  often  do  we  hear 
fuch  complaining  of  the  ill  effeds  of  this 
or  that  particular  kind  of  diet,  when  per¬ 
haps  their  fufferings  arife  from  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  all,  rather  than  the  difagreement  of 
any. 

It  demands  attention  to  obferve  that  juft 
medium,  and  no  lefs  refolution  to  keep  to  it, 
which  the  ftomach  invariably  points  out 

I  2  \  in 
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in  tefped  to  quantity.  The  houo  much > 
mud  be  determined  by  every  individual  ; 
and  thofe  who  are  happy  enough  to  abdain 
at  the  fil'd  fenfation  of  fatiety,  have  made 
great  progrefs  in  the  art  of  maintaining 
fuch  a  command  of  appetite,  as,  under  mod 
chronic  indifpofitions,  is  one  of  the  greated 
aids  of  recovery ;  and  in  health,  is  one  of 
the  lured  prefervatives  againd  them. 

It  is  a  dodrine,  however  trite  and  fa¬ 
miliar,  which  cannot  be  too  drongly  incul¬ 
cated  ;  as  a  negled  of  this  attention  to  the 
quantity  of  food  proportioned  to  the  necef- 
lity  of  each  individual,  is  fooner  or  later  fol* 
lowed  with  the  mod  ferious  confequences. 
To  the  drong  and  robud  inflammatory 
difeafes  happen,  and  all  fuch  as  proceed 
from  plenitude  and  acrimony  combined, 
as  the  gout,  and  many  other  chronic  indif¬ 
pofitions.  To  the  more  tender  and  deli¬ 
cate,  it  is  the  parent  of  a  numerous  pro* 
geny  of  diflempers,  affeding  both  body  and 
mind;  there  is  fcarcely  a  malady  that  can 
be  named,  which  either  does  not  origi¬ 
nate  from  this  negled  of  diet,  or  is  nor 
increafed  by  it,  till  the  difeafe  at  length 
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bids  defiance,  even  to  temperance  itfelf, 
and  all  prefcription. 

What  renders  this  attention  to  invalids 
of  this  order  ftill  the  more  neceffary  is, 
that  they  are  often  fubjeft  to  a  falfe  appe¬ 
tite,  to  a  craving  that  does  not  arife  from 
the  demands  of  health,  but  from  the  mor¬ 
bid  picquancy  of  the  juices  in  the  ftomach, 
which  prompts  them  to  eat  more,  and  more 
frequently  than  nature  requires.  Whence 
it  happens  that  fuch  people  are  often  dif- 
pofed  to  take  in  much  more  than  can  be 
digefted,  to  devour  their  food,  rather  than 
eat.it ;  by  which  means  their  bufferings  are 
increafed  ;  the  difeafe  gains  ground,  defeats 
every  purpofe  of  the  Phyfician,  and  leads 
them  into  fome  permanent  and  incurable 
malady. 

And  fhould  the  patients  have  admitted  an 
opinion,  and  fuch  an  opinion  occurs  but 
too  often,  that  their  recovery  will  be  aided 
by  taking  in  a  greater  fhare  of  food,  their 
misfortune  is  complete.  Thefe  are  not 
ideal  traits  in  the  hiftory  of  the  fick;  they 
are  known  to  be  but  too  true  by  every 
Phyfician  of  obfervation  ;  and  they  cannot 
>  '  "  I  3  '  •  be 
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be  mentioned  too  often,  or  with  too  much 
fervency,  for  the  fake  of  thofe  who  are 
liable  to  become  the  vi&ims  of  appetite  or 
inattention. 

Early  habits  of  felf- command  are  of  the 
litmoft  benefit  to  all ;  and  even  thofe  who^ 
without  feeling  any  immediate  diftrefs 
from  the  utmoft  repletion  at  prefent,  would 
find  it  their  intereft  to  be  moderate  and 
difcreet. 

The  cuftoms  of  countries,  in  refpe£fc  to 
meals,  are  different.  Breakfaft,  dinner, 

i  K 

and  fupper  have  been,  in  this  country,  ha¬ 
bitual.  Suppers,  at  prefent,  are  difcou- 
raged  among  the  affluent ;  and  exceflive 
ones,  fuch  as  have  been  in  ufe  among  our 
anceftors,  very  probably  with  good  reafon  ; 

*  *  i  j  * 

yet  there  are  fome  conftitutions  to  which  * 
this  pradlice  may  not  be  beneficial:  two 
very  moderate  meals,  at  a  fuitable  diftance, 
may  perhaps  be  digefted  with  much  more 
eafe  than  one  full  meal,  and  be  made  more 
confident  with  the  duties  of  life  in  various 

'  ,  •  i  *  ji  *« 

filiations.  From  obfervation,  I  am  led  to 
fufped,  that  when  people  affure  us  they  eat 

no  fuppers,  that  it  would  be  better  for 

*  .  *  ‘  * »  •  -  *  ■  *  ,  ^  ■ 

them 

’  '  .•  .  ■  t 


\ 


Medical  Observations  and  Inquiries .  119 

them  if  they  did,  than  to  opprefs  nature 
with  a  cumbrous  load,  that  may  be  much 
more  detrimental. 

The  general  breakfaft  of  people,  from 
the  higheft  to  the  lowed*  is  tea,  coffee,  or 
chocolate.  1  fay  general,  becaufe  there  are 
many  exceptions,  fome  for  one  reafon, 
fome  for  others,  making  choice  of  other 
fubftitutes,  as  their  inclinations  or  opinions 
guide  them. 

To  the  articles  I  have  mentioned,  bread 
of  fome  kind,  with  more  or  lefs  butter  and 
fugar,  are  commonly  joined  to  make  up  the 
meal.  It  would  take  up  more  of  yours 
and  my  time  than  we  have  to  fpare,  and 
make  a  volume  of  no  ffnall  fize,  to  enter 
into  a  minute  confideration  of  thefe  affairs. 
We  are  often  afked,  and  not  improperly, 
what  our  opinion  is  of  thefe  articles  re- 
fpe&ively,  in  refpe£t  to  their  being  more 
or  lefs  wholefome  ?  Perhaps  the  mod  per¬ 
tinent  anfwer  in  common  would  be,  that 
which  is  reported  of  the  late  Dr.  Mande- 
ville,  of  famous  memory,  who  being  often 
the  convivial  gueft,  I  think  it  was  of  one 
of  the  firfl;  Earls  of  Macclesfield,  was  fre- 

I  4  quently 


I 


1 20  Medical  Obfcrvations  and  Inquiries . 

quently  interrogated  on  the  fubjed  of  diet 
Doctor  is  this  wholefbme  ?  Does  your 
Lordfliip  like  it  ?  Yes.  Does  it  agree 
with  your  Lordfhip  ?  Yes,  Why  then  it 
is  wholefome. 

i  ...  . 

Perhaps  this  is  the  heft  diredion  that  can 
be  given,  provided  we  can  caution  the  en¬ 
quirer  againft  the  too  much . 

From  ^many  inconteftible  proofs,  that 
butter  in  confiderable  quantities  is  inju¬ 
rious,  it  is  lefs  ufed  in  many  families.  It  is 
found,  by  many,  to  be  very  difficult  of  di- 
geftion,  efpecially  when  toafted  before  the 
fire,  or  fried,  as  well  as  in  fauces.  Many 
people,  apparently  robuft,  and  whofe  ori¬ 
gans  of  digeftion  are  ftrong,  often  find 
ihemfelves  much  difordered  by  large  quan¬ 
tities  of  butter.  Nothing  more  fpeedily 
and  effedually  gives  the  fick  head-ach, 
and  fometimes  within  a  very  few  hours. 
After  breakfaft,  if  much  toaft  and  butter 
has  been  ufed,  it  begins  with  a  lingular 
kind  of  glimmering  in  the  fight;  objeds 
fwiftly  changing  their  apparent  pofition, 
furrounded  with  luminous  angles,  like 
thole  of  a  fortification.  Giddinefs  comes 

j  OHj  v 
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on,  head-ach,  and  iicknefs.  An  emetic, 
and  warm  water,  foon  wafh  off  the  offend¬ 
ing  matter,  and  remove  thefe  diforders. 
Thefe  are  circumftances  that  often  happen 
to  people  who  are  inattentive  to  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  butter  they  eat  at  breakfaft,  and 
which  are  very  often  attempted  to  be  cured 
by  very  different  remedies,  and  improper 
ones.  A  fudden  giddinefs,  let  it  arife 
•from  wTrat  caufe  it  may,  and  it  arifes  oftener, 
I  believe;  from  fome  diforder  in  the  fto- 
mach,  than  from  all  other  caufes  put  toge¬ 
ther,  is  a  fufficient  motive  to  call  the  fur- 
geon,  who  muft  have  a  large  (hare  of  dif- 
intereftednefs  and  {kill,  not  be  compelled 
to  bleed  the  patient,  fometimes  under  cir¬ 
cumftances  that  do  not  admit  of  it  with 
impunity. 

A  moderate  quantity  of  frefh  butter, 
with  bread  expofed  as  little  to  the  fire  as 
poffible,  or  not  at  all,  but  ufed  cold,  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  to  be  wholefome;  it  is  capa¬ 
ble  of  becoming,  with  the  other  aliments, 
as  foft  and  in  often  five  chyle,  perhaps,  as 
any  part  of  diet.  H 
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The  fame  thing  may,  perhaps,  be  faid 
of  coffee  as  of  tea  ;  the  heat,  the  ftrength, 
and  the  quantity  make  it  unwholefome  or 
otherways.  There  are  nations  who  almofl 
live  upon  it,  as  others  do  on  tea  ;  amongft 
neither  do  we  meet  with  difeafes,  that  can 
juftly  be  afcribed  to  thefe  ingredients  in  the 
common  courfe  of  living. 

Chocolate  may  feem  to  require  more  con- 
fideration.  It  is,  as  we  all  know,  the  fruit 

* 

of  a  tree  growing  in  the  Weft  Indies,  ground 
into  a  pafte,  with  other  ingredients,  and 
ferves  as  repafl  to  multitudes  of  people*  of 
all  conditions.  It  has  not  been  obferved,  I 
.  believe,  that  thofe  who,  in  this  manner, 
make  chocolate  a  part  of  their  food,  are 
fubjed  to  any  particular  diftempers.  It 
may  be  confidered,  therefore,  as  a  whole- 
fome  kind  of  breakfaft  to  thofe  who  like 
it,  and  with  whom  it  agrees.  It  is  of  an 
unduous  nature,  therefore  little  or  no  but- 
ter  fhould  be  ufed  with  it.  Were  it  com¬ 
monly  made  thinner  than  is  the  general 
pradice,  and  a  large  proportion  of  milk 
added,  it  would  feem  to  be  much  more' 

f  *  *  * 
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proper  for  common  ufe,  than  as  it  is  ge¬ 
nerally  ferved  up  at  prefent. 

To  all  thefe,  fugar  is  for  the  mod  part  a 
neceffary  addition:  and,  perhaps,  much 
depends  on  the  quantity  of  this  addition, 
whether  they  are  to  be  ftyled  wholefome  or 
otherwife.  Nothing  is  more  common  than 
to  hear  perfons  complaining  of  the  heart¬ 
burn  after  breakfaft,  afcribing  it  to  the  tea, 
or  the  other  articles  they  have  been  drink¬ 
ing.  The  liquors  themfelves  have  no 
fhare,  or  very  little,  in  producing  this 
complaint.  It  arifes  from  the  bread,  the 
butter,  the  fugar,  in  conjunction:  and  is  a 
proof  that  more  of  fome  of  thefe,  or  all  of 
them  together,  have  been  taken  than  the 
ftomach  could  digeft:  and  this  circumftance 
ought  to  be  a  (landing  monitor  againft  ex- 
cefs  in  quantity,  even  of  things  deemed  the 
mod  inoffenfive. 

Coffee,  perhaps,  is  an  exception  to  what 
was  faid  above,  that  the  liquors  themfelves 
have  little  or  no  fhare  in  producing  the 
heartburn.  Coffee  made  fweet,  feldom 
fails  to  produce  it ;  and  it  would  be  right 
to  ufe  as  little  fugar  with  it  as  poffible. 
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The  effeds  of  improper  conduct  in  re- 
fped  to  thofe  things  which  now  conftitute 
our  breakfafts,  are  of  little  confequence, 
compared  with  thofe  which  arife  from  the 
well-covered  table  at  noon.  The  indul¬ 
gences  of  breakfaft  fupply  but  very  few 
materials  for  deftrudion.  The  repeated 
exceffes  at  dinner,  are  ferious  affairs.  It 
has  been  thought  that  more  people  fuffered 
by  hard  drinking,  than  immoderate  eating. 
My  obfervation  leads  me  to  take  the  oppo- 
fite  fide.  At  prefent,  indeed,  the  former 
practice  is  generally  baniihed  to  the  vul¬ 
gar  ;  but  whilft  it  prevailed  to  the  utmoft, 
it  feems  to  me  that  more  were  injured  by 
excels  of  diet,  than  of  drinking.  But  leav¬ 
ing  this  to  other  enquirers,  I  hafte  to  a 
few  obfervations  on  a  fubjed,  very  inte- 
refting  to  the  generality  of  mankind. 

Though  I  think  the  quantity  of  food  is 
a  matter  principally  to  be  regarded,  yet 
the  quality  is  not  a  matter  of  indifference. 
I  am  not  to  be  ranked  among  the  robuft 
and  athletic ;  perhaps  I  am  a  good  deal  be¬ 
low  the  middle  point  of  general  ftrength. 

'  -  V  ’  It 
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It  was  neceflary  for  me  to  obferve  fome 
management  in  refpeCt  to  my  own  health, 
and  to  attend  to  the  juvantia  and  Udentia , 
yet  without  adopting  it  as  a  rule,  that  others 
ought  to  live  as  I  found  was  moft  confiftent 
with  ftrength  and  ability.  A  great  part  of 
my  life  has  been  fpent  amongft  the  infirm 
and  invalid  :  it  was  eafy,  it  was  neceflary 
to  obferve  what  kind  of  diet,  what  kind  of 
conduct  was  proper  to  be  attended  to  by 
the  generality.  From  this  fource  I  have 
endeavoured  to  draw  inftruction ;  and  for 
the  benefit  of  fuch,  thefe  reflections  are 
offered. 

If  we  look  into  the  hiftory  of  mankind 
inhabiting  thp  different  parts  of  the  globe, 
fb  far  as  we  are  acquainted  with  it,  we 
fhall  find  that  different  nations  fubfift  on 
kinds  of  diet  very  different  from  each 
other;  yet  all  enjoy  a  degree  of  health 
that  is  competent  to  their  duties  in  life  in 
the  countries  they  inhabit.  A  great  part 
of  the  Eaftern  world  is  principally  fubfifted 
by  rice  and  vegetables.  Many  countries 
live  upon  fifh;  others  on  a  mixed  diet, 
partly  animal,  partly  vegetable.  Some 

have 
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have  no  fermented  liquors,  others  ufe  none 
elfe.  Yet  all,  compared  with  each  other 
in  the  fame  community,  are  healthy.  The 
Author  of  Nature  has  fo  formed  us,  and 
conftru&ed  the  organs  of  digeftion,  that 
we  can  gradually  accommodate  ourfelves  to 
every  fpecies  of  aliment ; — live  on  rice,  on 
vegetables,  on  animal  food  folely,  or  mixed 
with  vegetables,  without  fuffering  injury. 
No  kind  of  food  hurts  us ;  we  are  capable 
of  being  accuftomed  to  every  thing ;  but 
this  is  not  the  cafe  in  regard  to  quantity. 
Nature,  by  degrees,  may  be  accuftomed  to 
fubdue  and  change  into  nutriment  almoft 
every  part  of  the  creation  that  is  produced 5 
but  to  quantity  fhe  yields:  if  there  is  not 
fufficient,  decay  enfues;  if  too  much  is 
ufed,  fatal  oppreflion. 

One  of  the  firft  articles  of  diet  I  fhall 
mention,  is  bread  \  and  that  only  to  fay, 
that  to  digeft  it  properly,  if  taken  in  con-* 
fiderable  quantities,  very  ftrong  organs  are 
requifite.  The  hufbandman  and  labourer 
find  no  difficulties  in  this  refpe£fc$  but  to 
many  others,  this  is  not  the  cafe.  In  weak 
ftomachs,  a  large  proportion  of  bread  i& 

indigeftible  j 
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indigeftible ;  it  turns  four,  produces  the 
heartburn,  flatulencies,  and  interrupts  the 
perfect  concod;ion  of  every  thing  elfe* 
This  is  not  owing  to  any  fuppofed  adulte¬ 
ration  in  common  ;  nor  do  I  believe  bread  is 
adulterated  to  fuch  degree  as  many  appre¬ 
hend  ;  but  to  its  own  nature,  which  requires 
organs  of  a  certain  ftrength,  to  aflimilate  it 
properly;  and  if  not  fo  aifimilated,  it  hap¬ 
pens,  as  in  many  other  cafes,  the  corrup¬ 
tion  of  what  is  good,  makes  it  the  worft  of 
,  all  others. 

On  this  principle,  I  have  endeavoured  to 
inculcate  the  neceflity  of  paying  much  at- 

f 

tention  to  this  capital  article  of  diet,  to  va- 
litudinaries  in  general;  never  to  abftain. 
from  it  wholly,  but  to  ufe  it  with  mode¬ 
ration  ;  to  confider  it  as  one  of  thofe  things 
which,  fparingly  ufed,  was  extremely  ne- 
ceflary  and  beneficial;  if  otherwife,  the 
fruitful  fource  of  many  complaints,  which 
were  little  fufpe£ted  to  arife  from  this 
caufe. 

In  this  country,  animal  food  of  one  kind 
or  another,  conftitutes  the  chief  part  of 
our  nourifliment.  That  there  are  fome 
4  '  kinds 
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kinds  of  more  eafy,  fome  of  harder  dU 

geftion  than  others,  is  well  known  to  every 

body.  Yet  I  am  inclined  to  think,  therei 

is  fcarcely  any  part  of  animal  diet  in  life, 

that  would  not  occafionally  be  made  to 

agree,  that  is,  to  be  digefted  without  much 

difficulty,  if  we  were  full  as  anxious  in 

refpedt  to  excefs  of  quantity,  as  theurtfuita- 

blenefs  of  the  kind  ;  at  lead  this  opinion  cor- 

refponds  with  my  own  obfervation  and  ex^- 

perience.  If  a  perfon  eats  as  much  of 

ham,  falted  beef,  or  bacon,  as  he  ought  to 

do  of  fifh  or  of  chicken,  he  may  fuffer  by 

„  > 

it. 

The  article  of  puddings,  on  an  Englifh 
table,  is  an  affair  of  confequence.  After  a 
plentiful  dinner  of  animal  food,  rich  fweet 
puddings,  deferts,  or  even  fruit,'  feem  a 
very  unnatural  and  improper  addition , 
more  efpeciaily  if  the  puddings  are  baked: 
for  a  little  butter,  long  expofed  to  the  heat 
of  an  oven,  becomes,  oftentimes,  a  caufe 
of  much  differing. 

Of  vegetables  it  will  be  neceffary  to  fay 
fomething.  The  rule  in  general  is,  to 
appeal  to  what  bed  agrees,  in  this  re- 
1  fpe£t, 
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fp eft,  with  each  particular  conftitution. 
I  have  only  one  fhort  caution  to  give 
on  this  head.— Thofe  who  think  it  De¬ 
cenary  to  pay  any  attention  to  their 
health  at  table,  fhould  take  care  that  the 
quantity  of  bread,  and  of  meat,  and  of 

puddings,  and  of  greens,  fhould  not  com- 

....  . 

pofe  each  of  them  a  meal,  as  if  fome  were 
only  thrown  in  to  make  weight ;  but  care¬ 
fully  to  obferve,  that  the  fum  of  all  toge¬ 
ther  do  not  exceed  due  bounds,  or  incroach 
Upon  the  firft  feelings  of  fatiety. 

1 

In  refpeft  to  fruit,  I  apprehend  it  is  a 
molt  injurious  practice  to  eat  it,  as  is  ge¬ 
nerally  done,  after  a  plentiful  meal.  There 
are  fome  people  who  may  be  happy 
enough  not  to  feel  themfelves  incommoded 
by  any  quantity  they  can  take ;  but  this  is 
not  the  cafe  with  the  generality,  to  whom 
I  appeal  for  the  proof  of  this  affertion. 

Fruit  was  given  us  for  ufe,  as  well,  as 
pleafure ;  to  contribute  to  our  health,  not 
to  hurt  it.  The  forenoon  Teems,  of  all 
others,  the  mod  fuitable  feafon,  unlefs  it 
is  taken  inftead  of  a  meal.  This  I  believe 
is  the  cuftom  in  many  parts  of  the  World, 
VoLi-VI.  K  and 
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and  feems  moft  confiftent  with  health  and 
right  reafon.  This,  and  another  cuftom 
which  I  believe  prevails  in  France,  I  fhould 
be  glad  to  fee  introduced  into  England 
more  generally,  for  fome  families  have 
long  been  in  the  pradice  of  it;  which  is, 
to  drink  what  may  be  neceflary,  what 
health  or  inclination  requires,  during  the 
repaft,  and  then  to  difmifs  the  bottle  en¬ 
tirely. 

It  might  feem  not  improper,  in  this  place, 
to  mention  my  opinion  of  the  different 
kinds  of  liquors,  refpeding  their  compara¬ 
tive  advantages ;  but  this  might  likewife 
demand  a  volume.  It  muft  be  left  at  laft 
to  the  experience  of  the  individual. 

The  lefler  quantity  of  fermented  liquors 
we  accuftom  ourfelves  to,  the  better. 

To  abftain  from  fpirits  of  every  kind, 
Jbowever  diluted,  as  much  as  may  be. 

Where  mild,  well-brewed  beer  agrees, 
to  keep  to  it,  as  beverage. 

Where  water  does  not  difagree,  to  value 
the  privilege,  and  continue  it. 

In  refped  to  wine,  cuftom,  for  the  moft 
part,  will  decide.  The  lefs  the  excefs  in 
4  quantity. 
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Quantity,  the  more  confiftent  with  Health 
and  long  life.  '  L 

Punch  is  a  Favourite  with  many;— if 
weak,  in  hot  bilious  conftitutions,  when  na¬ 
turally  fo,  or  which  become  fuch  by  a  long 
refidence  in  warm  climates,  it  feems  hot  to 
be  an  imwholefome  compofitibn.  Like* 
What  has  been  faid  of  diet  in  general,  fd 
likewife  it  may  be  added  in  jfefpedt  to  li¬ 
quors :  it  is  the  quantity,  in  common,  that 
does  more  harm  than  the  kind ;  and  peo¬ 
ple,  efpecially  in  the  fore-part  of  life,  can¬ 
not  be  too  folicitdus  to  fhun  the  firft  tempt¬ 
ations  to  the  love  of  fpirituoiis  liquors.' 

There  is  another  repaft  which,  fince  thd 
introdu&ion  of  tea,  is  become  a  kind  of 
neceffary  of  life,  and  as  much  expected  in 
every  family  as  the  other  ufual  meals  them- 
felves.  It  may  not,  perhaps,  be  wholly 
improper  to  fuggeft  fome  confiderations  re- 
fpe&ing  the  ufe  of  tea  and  coffee  after  din¬ 
ner.  If  we  may  judge  from  various  cir- 
cumftances,  from  the  time  of  dinner,  di-*> 
geftion  is  performing  during  the  courfe  of 
feveral  hours.  This  operation  requires  la¬ 
bour  and  time  in  performing  it,  more  or 

K  %  Iefsj» 


i$2  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries. 

lefs,  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  food 
taken  in,  and  the  powers  of  digeftion. 
Much  food  taken  into  a  weak  ftomach,  re¬ 
quires  a  greater  length  of  time,  if  it  is  di- 
gefted  at  all,  than  wjiere  lefs  has  been 
received. 

Whilft  that  power,  which  we  call  na¬ 
ture,  is  performing  this  talk,  a  fecond  is 
added,  which,  though  of  a  lighter  quality, 
adds  to  the  quantity,  and  as  it  muft  be  afli- 
milated  to  the  chyle  now  forming,  is  an 
additional  burthen.  To  the  robuft,  this  may 
appear  trifling,  it  is  not  felt.  But  to  thofe 
who  may  be  laid  to  be  barely  not  valetudi¬ 
nary,  it  is  a  matter  of  fome  confequence. 

It  is  thought  by  many,  that  tea  affifts 
digeftion,  by  the  additional  ftimulus  of  its 
quantity;  it  may  excite  the  ftomach  and 
duodenum  to  pafs  the  digefting  food  fooner 
than  they  otherwife  would  have  done,  and 
fooner  than  the  chyle  is  properly  elaborated; 
—it  may  perhaps  affift  in  carrying  off  fla¬ 
tulency,  and  the  food  together.  This,  a| 
ieaft,  is  my  opinion  of  it ;  and  I  therefore 
think  the  fubjedts  of  whom  I  have  been 
fpeaking,  ought  to  drink  either  tea  or  cof¬ 
fee*. 


Medical  Obfervations  dnd  Inquiries .  1 33 

fee,  with  great  moderation ;  never  to  make 
it  fweet,  coffee  efpeciaily ;  and  to  eat  with 
it  as  feldom  as  poflible.  For  either  fweet 
cakes,  cakes  of  any  kind,  or  butter  in  any 
proportion,  rather  retard  digeftion  than 
promote  it.  The  only  proper  time  to 
drink:  either  tea  or  cofree,  or  any  fuch  be¬ 
verage,  with  fafety  or  advantage,  is  to  take 
it  as  foon  after  dinner  as  pofhble,  and  in- 
ftead  of  fitting  down  to  the  bottle.  This 
is  one  of  thofe  cuftoms,  which  perhaps 
might  be  adopted  by  us,  with  fewer  difad- 
vantages  than  many  of  the  fafhions  we  re¬ 
ceive  from  our  neighbours.  As  on  the 
due  performance  of  digeftion  depends  much 
of  our  health,  eafe,  and  profpect  of  longe¬ 
vity*;  fo  we  ought  moft  ftudioufiy  to  avoid 
every  thing  that  has  a  probable  chance  of 
.  interrupting  it. 

I  have  provifionallv  recommended  flip¬ 
pers  to  the  objects  of  thefe  remarks;  as 
thinking  that  nature  can  effedt  that  eafily 
at  twice,  which  at  once  would  caufe  fome 
degree  of  diftrefs.  I  have  had  occafion  to 
remark  to  you,  that  the  robuft  are  not 
perfedtly  fecure  from  the  dangerous  effects 
'  —  '  ‘  K  3  of 
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of  a  full  meal.  Apoplexies,  perhaps,  pro¬ 
ceed  more  frequently  from  this  caufe,  than 
all  the  reft  put  together.  If  perions  feel 
r\o  injury  frqm  eating  twice  a  day,  neither 
from  a  meal  fufficient  to  ferve  the  pur- 
pqfes  of  health  taken  at  once,  let  them 
perfevere  in  the  pradice.  Experience,  cau- 
tioufly  attended  to,  is  moft  certainly  the 
beft  guide.  From  one  caufe  or  another, 
the  pradice  appears  to  increafe,  of  abftain- 
ing  from  flippers  entirely,  apd  is  rather  to 
be  encouraged  in  the  general.  For  thofe 
who  have  but  little  command  over  them- 

,  ,  *  i  j  *  ■ 

felves  at  pinner,  ought  not  to  have  the 
farther  temptation  to  exceed  what  is  right 
at  a  fecond  meal.  Where  difcretion  pre¬ 
vails,  and  efpecially  in  perfons  of  bufinefs 
where  attention  is  required,  the  plan  I  have 

*  t  1  •  *  •  >  >  i  *  '  «  *  M  '  • 

propofed  would  feem  more  proper,  to  di¬ 
vide  the  meals;  efpecially  fuch  whofe  occu¬ 
pations  require  the  full  and  immediate 
exercife  of  eyery  faculty. 

To  defcribe  in  detail  what  would  be  pro- 

»  •  >  v  '.  ■*  *  »'  T  i  *  |  *  if 

iper  for  the  purpofe,  belongs  not  to  this 
place.  I  will  only  mention,  that  the  lefs  it 
|s  in  quantity,  and  the  lighter  in  kind,  the 

$  *  •  1  \  *  -t  H  •  ,  i  ‘O  Vi  V  v  *  .  •  4 

\  better, 
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better.  Many  of  the  perfons  I  have  deferibed, 
will  not  bear  liquid  fuppers  fo  well  as  folids. 
Indeed  the  volume  hurts  them  as  much  as 
any  thing.  Broth,  gruel,  panada,  and  the 
like,  feldom  are  eafy  to  them,  and  feem  to 
difagree,  by  becoming  flatulent  and  op- 
preflive. 

I  will  detain  you  no  longer  than  to  men¬ 
tion  a  circumftance  in  which  I  am  con¬ 
cerned,  and  which  one  day  or  other  may 
pofiibly  be  your  fate;  and  I  truft  you  will 
therefore  allow  me  to  expofe  a  Bookfeller’s 
impofitioq. 

I  would  obferve,  that  feveral  years  ago, 
a  pamphlet  was  publifhed  under  the  title  of. 
Rules  for  the  Prefervation  of  Healthy  & c. ; 
it  conlifls  of  parts  taken  from  Dr*  Macken-' 
zie’s  Rules  of  Health ,  and  extracts  from, 
feveral  other  Authors :  it  was  the  produce 
of  an  eminent  Bookfeller’s  fon,  who  being 
in  want  of  a  little  ready  cafh,  threw  thefe 
together,  and  publiflied  them  under  a  name 
51s  near  like  mine  as  he  dared  to  do  and 

which 

*  The  Title-page  now  before  me  is — <e  Rules  for  the  Pre- 
f-  fervation  of  Health  j  being  the  Refult  of  many  Years  Prac- 
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which  has  been  tortured  fince  into  as  many 
likenefles  as  the  change  of  a  few  letters 
would  allow  him.'  Many  people  have  pur- 
chafed  it,  under  an  opinion  that  it  was 
mine;  and  againft  this  impofition  I  wilh 

jtt' 

to  enter  a  caveat,  where  I  believe  it  will 
remain,  as  long  as  any  books  in  our  pro- 
feffion  are  read.  Having  informed  the 

*  i  ‘  7 

Public  oftener  than  once,  of  its  fpurious 
Origin — the  title  has  been  reprinted,  and 

**  tice.  By  J.  Forthergell.  The  Sixth  Edition,  with 
61  the  following  Additions  : 

<f  I.  Above  Two  Hundred  of  the  mod  approved  Receipts 
for  all  Diforders  incident  to  Mankind. 

“  II.  Dr.  Jurin’s  Account  of  the  Effe&of  Soap  Lye,  taken 
inwardly,  for  the  Stone. 

“  III.  The  Hiftory  of  Mr?.  Stephens’s  Medicines,  and  her 
Crigiral  Receipt  for  the  Cure  of  the  Stone. 

IV.  The.prefent  new  Method  of  Inoculation,  the  Small 
**  Pox,’’  [of]  omitted,-— “  and  alfo  in  the  Natural  Way.” 

The  Title  page  is  here  given  at  full  length,  as  it  may  aflift 
the  Public  in  guarding  againft  the  impofture.  I  have  feen 
the  fourteenth  edition  of  the  Title-page.  Sometimes  my 
name  is  printed  as  above,  fometimes  S.  Fothergill ;  fome- 
times  M.  D.  is  added  ;  with  many  other  variations,  none 
of  them  exattly  correfponding  to  the  name  and  delignation, 
yet  all  of  them  retaining  fuch  a  ftmilitude,  as  to  impofe  upon 
the  inattentive  part  of  the  Public. 

2  the 

■ 
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the  name  varied  every  time.  As  you, 
Gentlemen,  are  all  of  you  liable  to  a 
fimilar  treatment,  you  muft  make  my 
cafe  your  own  ;  and  permit  me  to  declare, 
that  the  trail  in  queftion  is  a  barefaced  im- 
pofition. 


I 
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XU.  Cafe  of  a  Spafmodic  Inability  of  De¬ 
glutition ,  caufed  by  Mercurial  Unblion , 
J.  H.  Sequira,  M.  D .  Communicated 
by  Dr .  J.  Fothergill.  Read ,  Jan.  255 
1779. 

AG.  a  healthy  youth,  fourteen  years 
9'  old,  was  taken,  in  April  1776, 
with  an  inceflant  dry  cough,  preceded  by 
frequent  chills,  and  fuch  a  fenfe  of  cold 
about  the  preecordia ,  as  if  a  lump  of  ice 
had  been  lodged  there.  V 

About  the  end  of  May,  the  cough  was 
changed  into  a  continual  grunt,  and  he  be¬ 
came  affli&ed  with  a  train  of  nervous  fymp- 
toms,  that  rendered  him  truly  miferable; 
he  had  frequent  darting  pains  in  his  head, 
cheft,  belly,  and  legs,  and  convulfive  fits, 
and  involuntary  fhakings.  It  is  here  worth 
remarking,  that  the  appearance  of  any  of 
thefe  fymptoms  filenced  that  effort,  which, 
for  want  of  a  more  appofite  term,  1  call 
grunt;  but  it  returned  immediately  on  their 
ceafing.  1 

A  fair 
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A  fair  trial  was  given  to  the  hot  and 
cold  bath$»  eledtrical  fhocks,  flowers  of 
zinc,  opiates,  camphire,  anodyne  liquor  of 
Hoffman,  bark,  valerian,  and  feveral  of 
the  moft  powerful  anthelminthics.  A  blifter 
was  applied  round  the  neck,  and  another 
the  whole  length  of  the  fpine,  but  without 
the  lead  relief. 

His  mental  faculties  became  confiderably 
impaired,  by  the  frequency  of  the  fits, 
which  now  refembled  the  St.  Vitus’s  dance, 
and  he  was  much  reduced  in  flefh  and 
firength. 

In  December,  his  fituation  was  rendered 
more  diftreffing,  by  the  total  lofs  of  appe¬ 
tite,  and  an  acute  continual  pain  at  the 
pit  of  the  ftomach,  fuperadded  to  his  for¬ 
mer  complaints,  which  every  day  grew 
worfe. 

About  the  middle  of  December,  he  per¬ 
ceived  a  difficulty  of  fwallowing ;  and  it 
increafed  fo  faft  upon  him,  that  from  the 
$6th  to  the  31ft,  a  very  fmall  quantity  of 
liquids  only,  could  be  got  down.  And 
pq  the  1  ft  of  January  1777,  there  was  a 
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total  inability  to  perform  deglutition ;  but 
no  injury  was  perceptible  in  the  organs, 
by  the  fight  or  touch.  Nourifhing  clyfters 
were  ordered,  but  he  would  not  confent  to 
their  being  adminiftered  ;  and  being  de-  ' 
prived  of  ail  fufle  nance,  except  what  little 
could  be  abforbed  by  frequently  holding 
fome  liquid  in  his  mouth,  he  was  reduced 
to  extreme  debility,  and  almoft  exhaufted. 

On  the  firft  appearance  of  this  alarming 
fymptom,  I  endeavoured  to  remove  it  by 
large  and  repeated  dofes  of  opiates,  but 
found  it  impracticable  to  perfevere.  There 
now  feemed  to  be  no  other  chance  left  of 
faving  my  poor  patient,  but  by  having  re- 
courfe  to  the  ufe  of  mercury,  in  hopes  that 
it  might  fucceed  here,  as  well  as  in  the  cafe 
related  by  Dr.  Munkley,  in  the  Medical 
<I'ranfa£lions ;  and  though  the  rapidity  of  the 
progrefs  in  the  prefent  cafe,  was  different 
from  the  flow  courfe  of  thofe  cafes  that  fell 
under  Dr.  Munkley’s  obfervation,  the  ana¬ 
logy  was  apparent  enough  to  induce  me  to 
follow  the  fame  method  of  cure  with  a 
good  profpeCt,  Befides,  I  was  further  en¬ 
couraged 
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couraged,  by  recollecting  the  accounts  of 
D  rs.  Monros,  in  the  third  Volume  of  the 
Edinburgh  EJfays ,  of  feveral  inhances  of  the 
Tetanus,  attended  with  the  Locked  Jaw, 
being  cured  by  raffing  a  gentle  falivation. 

Accordingly,  on  the  3d  of  January,  a 
mercurial  cerate  was  applied  round  his 
neck  ;  and  he  was  rubbed,  on  that  and  the 
two  following  days,  with  two  drachms  of 
the  unguent,  cceruhfort.  each  day.  On  the 
fixth,  foon  after  his  mouth  was  affeCted, 
as  he  was  gargling,  as  ufual,  fome  milk 
and  water,  he  found,  with  the  mod  inex- 
preffible  joy,  that  fome  of  it  had  got 
down ;  and  from  that  time  he  continued  to 
recover  the  power  of  deglutition,  which 
was  perfectly  reftored  a  few  hours  after¬ 
wards.  But  what  is  mod  remarkable,  the 
grunt,  fhakings,  pains,'  and,  in  Ihort,  the 
whole  diforder,  vanifhed  as  if  by  a  charm. 

-The  fpitting  was  kept  up  a  few  days,  and 
he  has  ever  fince  enjoyed  a  good  ftate  of 
health. 

As  I  look  upon  the  above  cafe  to  be  a 
confirmation  of  the  efficacy  of  the  mercu¬ 
rial 
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iial  courfe  in  the  fpafmodic  inability  of 
deglutition,  I  flatter  myfelf  it  will  prove  in- 
ftrumental  in  furthering  its  ufe,  and  afcer«* 
taining  its  powers,  not  only  in  this  formi¬ 
dable  diforder,  but  alfo  in  others  deemed 
hitherto  incurable, 

X  .  ,  -  .  .1  -  ; 

Mark-Lane, 

January  n,  1 779. 
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XIII.  The  Ufe  of  Cold-bathing  in  the  Locked 
Ja<w ,  &c.  By  William  Wright,  M.  D * 
F.  i?.  S.  Ready  Feb.  8,  1779. 

To  JOHN  FOTHERGILL,  M.D.  F*  R.  S . 

'  SIR,  . 

I  HAVE  fent  you  feveral  cafes  of  the  Te¬ 
tanus  and  Opifthotonos,  which  were  fuc- 
eefsfully  treated  by  the  external  application 
of  cold  water.  Since  I  ufed  this  method,  I 
never  failed,  in  one  inftance,  to  effed  a 
cure ;  and  that  in  a  fhorter  time,  than  by 
any  other  method  hitherto  propofed* 

I  have  ftated  fads  as  they  occurred,  in 
thofe  cafes  under  my  own  obfervation,  or 
from  the  accounts  of  Gentlemen  to  whom 
I  communicated  my  remarks.  Truth  and 
honour,  in  praditioners,  only  can  give 
luftre  and  excellence  to  the  fcience  of 
phyfic. 

And  now,  having  fulfilled  my  engage¬ 
ments  to  you,  and  your  worthy  friends  of 

the 
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the  Medical  Society  of  London,  I  hope,  by 
your  means,  thefe  papers  will  be  given  to 
the  JPublic  foon: — And  am,  with  great 
ielpe(^,  * 

SIR, 

'  •  , 

Your  moft  humble  Servant, 

W.  WRIGHT, 

Edinburgh, 
jan.  20,  1 779- 

^  «» 

„  ..  '  f  *  •  • 

C  A  S  E  I. 

I  "I 

June  7,  1776. — A  Negro  Boy  of 
twelve  years  of  age  (belonging  to  John 
Simpfon,  Efquire,  in  the  parifh  of  Tre» 
lawny,  Jamaica),  who  was  employed  in 
looking  after  cattle,  had,  at  eleven  o’clock 
before  noon,  a  ftroke  of  the  Sun.  He  was 
foon  afterwards  taken  up  fpeechlefs,  and 
carried  home  to  the  eftate,  where  he  lay 
infenfible,  and  at  times  much  convulfed. 
He  was  blooded,  and  well  rubbed  with  cam¬ 
phorated  fpirits ;  volatiles  were  often  ap¬ 
plied  to  his  noftrils,  .and  a  ftimulating 
clyfter  thrown  up.  But  as  the  boy  could 
fwallow  nothing,  Mr.  Patrick  Irving,  an 

experienced 
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experienced  Surgeon,  was  fent  for,  who 
declared  the  cafe  to  be  a  locked  jaw;  and 
ordered  twenty  drops  of  laudanum  to  be 
given  him  every  two  hours.  His  attend¬ 
ants  forced  him  to  take  the  medicine  regu¬ 
larly,  as  alfo  fome  fage  tea,  and  now  and 
then  a  little  gruel.  He  had  but  an  indif¬ 
ferent  night,  and  the  laudanum  was  di- 
reded  to  be  continued  the  following  day 
and  night.  But  as  no  benefit  was  received 
from  that,  or  any  other  means  made  ufe 
of,  I  was  defired  to  vifit  him  on  the  10th 
'  of  June,  and  the  third  day  of  his  illnefs, 
at  three  in  the  afternoon. 

He  was  feized  with  ftrong  fpafms  every 
quarter  of  an  hour.  During  the  fit,  hi9 
body  was  bent  backwards  like  a  bow*  and 
he  refted  on  his  heels  and  head  ;  at  fuch 
times  his  jaws  were  clofely  fhut ;  but  when 
the  fpafm  ceafed,  his  jaws  could  be  opened 
fo  as  to  admit  a  fpoon, — He  fwallowed  li¬ 
quids  with  difficulty ;  and  the  attempt 
generally  brought  on  a  fit  fooner  than  it 
would  otherwife  have  happened :  his  fkin 
was  warm,  his  pulfe  quick  and  fmall.  He 
took  no  food,  but  what  had  been  forced 
Voi.  VI.  L  into 


I46  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries . 

into  him  ;  and  when  a  ftool  was  fuppofed- 
neceffary,  it  was  procured  by  an  emollient 
dyfter. 

1  he  cafe  clearly  appeared  to  be  an  opif- 
thotonos ,  joined  with  a  tetanus .  The  fre¬ 
quency  and  violence  of  the  fpafms  por¬ 
tended  danger,  and  there  feemed  to  be  a 
nece/Tuy  for  fome  fpeedy  method  of  relief. 

My  worthy  friend  Dr.  Lind,  Phyfician 
to  the  Royal  Hofpital  at  Hazlar,  firft  hinted 
to  me  the  ufe  of  cold  water  in  fpafmodic 
affedlions. — Here  then  was  a  fair  opportu¬ 
nity,  and  Mr*  Irving  readily  agreed  to  put 
it  in  pra&ice. 

The  boy  was  flripped  naked,  and  carried 
out  into  the  open  air :  his  body  and  limbs 
were  fo  faff,  that  it  was  with  fome  diffi¬ 
culty  we  could  place  him  in  a  fitting  po- 
flure.  Two  large  pails  of  cold  water  were 
forcibly  thrown  on  him  at  the  fame  time. 
The  fhock  from  the  water  made  him  ftart 
on  his  feet;  he  recovered  his  fenfes  in  a 
great  meafure,  and  feemed  furprifed  at  what 
was  done  to  him.  After  being  rubbed  with 
a  dry  cloth,  a  loofe  frock  was  put  on,  and 
a  kindly  glowing  heat  fucceeded.  By  the 

help 


\ 


v  .  \  •  '  dj  -  6  4 

Medical  Obferv  at  ions'  and  Inquiries .  147 

help  of  a  perfon,  he  walked  about  for  a 
little  while,  and  was  then  fuffered  to  lie 
down.  His  jaws,  already,  were  greatly 
relaxed,  and  he  fwallowed  fome  broth.  I 
ordered  him  to  lie  in  a  cool  airy  place ;  that 
he  fhould  be  covered  with  a  Angle  fheet, 
and  that  the  cold  water  fhould  be  thrown 
on  him  once  in  four  hours. 

June  1 3. — He  flept  a  good  deal  in  the 
night ;  the  fpafms  lefs  frequent,  and  much 
Weaker  than  before.  His  fenfes  are  re-* 
turned ;  he  afked  for  drink,  and  took  fome 
nourifhment.  He  complains  of  a  ftiffnefs 
in  his  neck  and  jaws,  and  now  and  then  of 
a  violent  pain  in  his  ftomach. 

I  dire&ed  the  cold  bath  every  three  hours* 
in  the  day  time. 

June  12.- — He  had  a  tolerable  good 
night,  his  jaws  much  freer.  The  pains  in 
his  neck,  jaws,  and  ftomach,  greatly  abated; 
he  takes  food  feemingly  with  an  appetite, 
and  had  a  natural  ftool.  The  cold  water 
was  thrown  on  him  three  times  this  day. 

June  13.— The  fpafms  entirely  gone; 
the  uneafinefs  in  his  jaws,  &c.  fo  trifling, 
that  my  attendance  was  no  farther  necef- 

L  2  fary. 
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fary.  The  cold  water  was  ufed  twice  a 
day ;  and  by  the  fixteenth  the  cure  was 
completed. 


CASE  II. 

On  the  7th  of  March  1777,  I  was  fenE 
for  to  vifit  a  Negro  man,  at  Rofe-Hall 
eftate  in  St.  James's,  the  property  of  the 
honourable  John  Palmer,  Efquire. 

The  Negro  was  named  Frank,  aged  ' 
about  twenty-two  years ;  was  of  a  {lender : 
make,  but  for  the  mod  part  healthy.  Tea : 
days  before  I  faw  him,  on  account  of  fome  . 
mifdemeanour,  his  father  gave  him  a  fevere 
beating  with  a  (tick,  and  particularly  bruif-  i 
ed  his  cheeks  and  temples.  From  that 
time,  he  continued  to  be  much  indifpofed ;  . 
a  furgeon  in  the  neighbourhood  was  fent 
for,  who  miftaking  his  diforder  for  a  fore¬ 
throat,  made  ufe  of  bleeding,  blifters,  lax¬ 
atives,  and  gargles  :  but  the  diforder  daily 
encreafing,  and  the  patient  complaining 
much  of  his  neck  and  a  ftiffnefs  of  his  v 
jaws,  a  locked  jaw  at  length  was  fufpe&ed.  ; 

Thirty 
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Thirty  drops  of  laudanum  was  ordered  to 
be  given  him  every  four  hours  ;  he  was  di¬ 
rected  to  lie  in  bed,  to  be  covered  with 
blankets,  and  to  promote  fweating  by 
warm  teas  and  gruels:  all  this,  however, 
without  effeCt. 

The  fymptoms  were  as  follows,  viz.  an 
acute  pain  under  the  fternum,  darting 
through  to  the  fmall  of  the  back ;  a  pain 
and  ftiffnefs  in  the  neck  and  jaws :  every 
fifteen  minutes  he  was  attacked  with  a 
fpafm,  which  greatly  aggravated  the  pains 
and  rigidity,  and  bent  his  head  and  fhoul- 
ders  backwards.  The  fit  lafted  ten  minutes; 
and  when  it  was  over,  he  fweated  pro- 
fufely.  The  jaw  now  gradually  loofened, 
fo  much  that  I  could  fee  his  tongue,  which 
was  mod  miferably  torn :  on  account  of 
this,  and  the  difficulty  of  fwallowing,  for 
the  laft  fix  days,  he  had  taken  very  little 
fuftenance. 

When  he  flood  up,  his  head  was  much 
retraCfed,  nor  could  he  turn  it  to  either 
fide  ;  his  body  bent  a  little  backwards,  and 
the  lower  extremities  quite  rigid. 


Thefe 
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Thefe  appearances,  and  the  little  benefit 
he  had  from  every  method  hitherto  tried, 
determined  me  to  uie  the  cold  bath.  I 
therefore  got  him  out  of  bed,  and,  after 
being  gradually  cooled,  he  was  helped  out 
into  the  open  air,  his  fhirt  was  taken  off, 
and,  as  he  could  not  fit  down,  he  was  laid 
on  the  ground,  with  his  face  downwards. 
Three  buckets  of  cold  water  were  at  once 
thrown  upon  him,  from  a  confiderable 
height.  The  effect  of  this  was,  a  glow  all 
over  his  body ;  he  felt  lefs  pain  and  rigi¬ 
dity,  he  could  open  his  mouth  more  than 
before  ;  and  although  he  could  fcarce  ftand 
or  move  before  this,  he  now,  by  the  help 
of  a  flick,  walked  feveral  yards  alone.  I 
dire&ed  the  cold  water  to  be  thrown  on 
him  every  three  hours,  in  the  day  time; 
that  his  food  and  drink  fhould  be  cold  ; 
and  when  in  bed,  to  be  lightly  covered. 
The  pain  in  the  pit  of  his  ftomach  was  the 

"N 

moft  troublefome  complaint,  for  which  I 
gave  him  two  grains  of  folid  opium  at  bed-? 
time. 

March  8.— Refted  better  lafi:  night  than 
any  fince  his  being  taken  ill.  His  mother 

thought 
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thought  it  cold  a  little  before  day,  and  co¬ 
vered  him  with  bedcloaths  ;  flue  gave  him 
alfo  his  water-gruel  warm  :  by  thefe  means 
he  had  feveral  Imart  attacks  of  the  fpafrns, 
before  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when 
I  vifited  him.  His  mother  was  convinced 
of  her  error,  and  promifed  in  future  to  ob- 
ferve  my  dire&ions.  The  cold  water  was 
applied  every  two  hours  through  the  day, 
and  the  opiate  repeated  at  bed-time,  as  be- 
*  fore. 

March  9. — Slept  moft  part  of  the  night; 
the  few  returns  of  the  fits  were  flight,  and 
he  extends  his  jaws  more  than  before;  he 
has  lefs  difficulty  in  fwallowing  food.  As 
he  was  coftive,  I  ordered  an  injection  of 
warm  water  and  caftor  oil — and  that  he 
fhould  take  a  large  wine  glafs  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  deco&ion  every  three  hours:  that 
the  cold  water  fhould  be  thrown  on  hioi 
four  times  a  day,  and  that  the  opiate  fhould 
be  omitted. 

ft  Cinchona*  Jamaicenfis  *  §fs.  coque  ex 
aq.  fontan.  lib.  iij.  ad  dimidium,  adde 

*  Vide  Phil.  Tranf.  vol.  lxvii.  p.504. 

L  4  Gum* 
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Gum.  Aflfafoetid.  3iij.  f.  folutio,  & 

$ 

cola. 

March  10.' — Refted  well  in  the  night; 
had  only  a  flight  attack  of  the  fpafm  this 
morning,  and  finds  the  ftiffnefs  and  pains 
greatly  abated ;  he  takes  food  every  now 
and  then;  and  had  a  ftool  in  the  night# 
As  fome  difficulties  happened  in  getting 
people  to  throw  the  cold  water  upon  him, 
he  requefted  to  be  led  to  the  back  water¬ 
fall,  which  was  diftant  about  one  hundred 
yards;  under  this  he  fat  down;  after  ten 
minutes,  his  mother  advifed  him  to  get  up, 
but  he  felt  fuch  eafe  from  the  water,  that 
he  ftaid  full  half  an  hour ;  he  then  got  up, 
and  walked  back  without  affiftance.  In  the 
afternoon,  he  again  fat  under  the  fall  of 
water  for  half  an  hour ;  he  took  nourifh- 
ment  pretty  freely ;  and,  as  I  found  he  had 
ufed  but  little  of  the  decoction,  I  ordered  a 
few  glafles  of  claret. 

March  11. — No  attack  of  fpafm  thefe 
jafl:  twenty- four  hours;  he  fat  twice  this 
day  under  the  water-fall  for  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  at  a  time,  he  took  feveral  glafles 

‘  *  ’  ’  '  ’  '  ‘  ‘  of 
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of  the  bark  deco&ion  above-mentioned,  and 
alfo  fome  claret, 

March  12.— This  morning  faw  my  pa¬ 
tient  walking  up  from  the  fea-fide;  he  told, 
me  that  he  had  fat  down  in  the  water  for  a 
good  while,  fo  as  to  let  the  furf  of  the  fea 
beat  oh  his  back,  by  which  he  thought 
himfelf  much  benefited ;  his  jaws  now 
were  at  full  liberty  ;  he  eat  and  drank  hear¬ 
tily,  and  took  the  deco&ion  every  four 
hours. 

I  recommended  going  into  the  fea  twice 
a  day,  which  completed  the  cure  by  the 
fifteenth.  I  faw  him  fix  miles  diftant  from 
Rofe-hall,  at  work,  and  in  good  health, 
the  beginning  of  May. 

CASE  III. 

April  4,  1777.* — Having  occafion  to  be 
in  the  parifh  of  Weftmoreland,  my  advice 
was  requefted  for  a  Negro  man  belonging 
to  Mr.  George  Mowatt,  merchant  at  Sa¬ 
vanna  la  Mar. 

c  '■  »  'f*  ■  -  *  *  *. '  -  -  -  ...  *  *  s-  v  *r  "v  *  ' 
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This  man,  aged  about  thirty,  was  tall, 
ftrongly  made,  and,  till  now,  enjoyed  aa 
uninterrupted  ftate  of  good  health  :  he  was 
employed  as  a  labourer  on  a  wharf.  The 
weather,  at  this  time,  was  uncommonly 
warm;  and,  unlefs  this  circumftance  occa- 
fioned  his  illnefs,  he  could  affign  no  other 
caufe  whatever ;  he  was  taken  fuddenly 
with  the  diforder,  three  days  before  I  faw 
him.  His  complaints  were  a  pain  under 
the  cartilago  enfiformis — his  jaws  clofe 
locked,  and  a  ftiffnefs  of  the  extremities. 
The  fpafms  returned  every  ten  minutes, 
and  were  very  fevere.  The  Surgeon  who 
attended  him,  on  account  of  his  full  habit, 
bled  him  pretty  freely,  gave  him  a  cooling 
purge,  and  caufed  him  to  be  well  rubbed 
with  a  volatile  liniment :  he  ordered  him 
to  be  kept  warm  with  flannels,  and  fupplied 
with  plenty  of  warm  diluting  drinks. 

Several  ingenious  Gentlemen  of  the  Fa¬ 
culty  were  prefent,  to  whom  I  communi¬ 
cated  the  fuccefs  I  had  in  the  external 
application  of  cold  water  in  fimilar  circum- 
fiances.  They  agreed  to  have  it  tried  in 
this  cafe  every  four  hours  in  the  day  time, 

and 
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and  at  bed-time  to  give  him  thirty  drops 
of  laudanum;  and  that  he  fhould  lie  in  a 
cool  airy  place,  with  little  covering.  This 
method  was  purfued  for  three  days,  which 
entirely  removed  the  difeafe. 

Hi 

In  July,  the  Surgeon  told  me,  that  a 
few  days  after  the  locked  jaw  left  the  Ne¬ 
gro,  he  was  feized  with  an  acute  rheumatifm, 
which,  however,  foon  gave  way  to  bleeding, 
Jaxatives,  and  fmall  dofes  of  emetic  tartar.. 


CASE  IV. 

> 

June  10,  1777. — A  Negro  man,  aged 
about  twenty-five  years,  belonging  to  Mr. 
Burke  at  Rofe-green,  had  the  misfortune 
of  a  rufty  nail  running  through  the  foie  of 
his  foot.  The  nail  was  immediately  ex- 
traded,  a  fomentation  and  poultice  was 
applied  round  the  foot,  and  a  dofe  of  falts 
given  him  next  morning. 

He  had  no  ailment  till  the  third  day  after 
the  accident,  when  he  complained  of  a  pain 
in  the  pit  of  his  ftomach,  and  a  ftiffnefs  of 
his  jaws,  fo  as  to  prevent  his  eating  any 
folid  food.  Mr.  Patrick  Irving  was  called 

to 
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to  his  afliftance ;  he  dilated  the  external 
wound  made  by  the  nail,  he  repeated  the 

fomentation  and  poultice :  attention  being 

\ 

paid  to  the  ftate  of  his  belly,  he  loft  no 
time  in  giving  opiates  ;  beginning  with  one 
grain  of  extra&um  thebaicum,  and  en- 
creaiing  the  fame  to  three  grains,  every 
four  hours. 

Mr.  Irving  had  feen  the  good  effe&s  of 
cold  bathing  in  the  preceding  cafes  ;  and 
as  no  mitigation  of  the  diforder  was  likely 
to  be  brought  about  by  the  means  already 
ufed,  he  refolved  to  try  the  cold  water. 
Mr.  Irving  treated  him  in  much  the  fame 
way  as  mentioned  in  the  firft  cafe,  and  with 
fuch  fuccefs,  that  in  four  days  all  his  com¬ 
plaints  left  him.  He  took  the  bark,  the 
injured  parts  fuppurated  kindly,  and  the 
plan  foon  recovered. 


CASE  V. 

*  •  «  ‘  * 

*  .  ,  V  '  | 

July  3,  1777. — A  Negro  woman,  aged 
fifty  feven,  belonging  to  Rofe-hall  eftate, 
after  fleeping  expofed  to  the  cold  air  in  the 

night, 
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night,  was  foon  afterwards  feized  with 
fymptoms  of  the  opifthotonos  and  locked 
jaw.  The  woman,  of  late  years,  had  been 
lickly,  and  was  much  emaciated.  Mr. 
Patrick  Irving  attended  her,  and  treated 
this  cafe  by  the  cold  bath  $  after  which  by 
cool  free  air,  a  liberal  ufe  of  claret,  and  a 
deco&ion  of  bark  and  affafoetida.  She  got 
rid  of  the  moft  urgent  fymptoms  in  a  week's 
time,  and  foon  afterwards  was  difmifled 
cured. 


C  A  S  E  VI. 

On  the  14th  of  September  I  received  a 
letter  from  John  Drummond,  Efquire  (who 
pra&ifes  Phyfick  with  great  repute  in  Weft- 
moreland),  dated  June  21,  1778— He  is  a 
Gentleman  with  whofe  merit  I  am  well 
acquainted,  and  whofe  veracity  I  can  fully 
depend  upon.  I  fhall  therefore  give  you 
the  Hiftory  in  his  own  words : 

•  'f  > 

i  :  ..  ;  ,  ,,y;- 
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A  Hljlory  of  a  Locked  Ja*iVy  fupcefsfullf 
treated .  By  Mejfrs.  Drummond  and 

Bewcaftle,  in  Weftmoreland,  Jamaica. 

A  flout  made  fquat  Negro  fellow,  aged 
about  forty,  had  been  healthy  from  hig 
youth,  till  about  three  years  ago,  when  h d 
was  attacked  with  the  coccobia,  or  joint 
evil  which  baffled  all  the  art  of  medi¬ 
cine.  It  produced  its  ufual  and  direful 
effeds  of  deftroying  the  fingers  and  toes; 
and  rendered  him  of  no  other  fervice  on 

*  *  *  r  i 

the  eftate,  except  as  a  watchman,  which 
was  the  duty  allotted  him  for  fome  years 
paft. 

In  February  1 778,  his  difeafe  broke  out 
with  uncommon  violence  in  the  right  foot, 
and  feized  the  metatarfus,  with  moft  ex¬ 
cruciating  pains.  The  weather,  at  this 
time,  was  moift  and  foggy,  and  his  hut 
not  in  good  repair  :  it  was  alfo  fituated  in 
a  valley,  in  the  midft  of  woods  and  plan¬ 
tain  walks,  though  otherwife  in  a  dry  part 
of  the,xountry. 

\ 

.  *  See  Hillary  on  the  Difeafes  of  Barbadoes,  p.  33 
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On  the  28th  of  March  we  were  called  to 
liis  affiftance.  He  complained  of  a  ftiffnefs 
of  his  jaws,  neck  and  fpine,  with  an  acute 
pain  ftriking  through  from  the  cartilago 
enfiformis  to  the  fpine,  which  at  times 
threw  him  backwards,  into  violent  fpafms. 
Thefe  returned  frequently,  and  greatly  dif- 
treffed  the  poor  creature.  During  the 
fpafms,  he  was  incapable  of  fwallowing 
any  thing,  and  at  all  times  expreffed  a 
fenfe  of  great  ftridure  and  rigidity  in  the 
mufcles  of  deglutition :  as  often  as  he  at¬ 
tempted  to  fwallow  any  thing,  or  to  move, 
the  fpafms  were  immediately  brought  on. 
He  had  been  in  this  fituation  fome  days  be¬ 
fore  we  were  fent  for. 

Speedy  affiftance  feemed  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary ;  and  we  refolved  to  leave  no  me¬ 
thod  untried,  that  might  afford  the  lead 
profpeft  of  relief.  The  following  courfe 
was  therefore  ordered  to  be  ftridtly  fol¬ 
lowed,  viz. 

R  Op.  Thebaic*  gfs.  divide  in  Piluh 
N°  xij.  Cap.  Pilul.  unam  3  quaque 
hora.  v 

We 
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We  gave  directions  that  he  fhould  be 
well  foufed  with  the  coldeft  water  that 
could  be  procured,  every  four  hours ;  and  - 
twice  a  day  to  rub  his  fpine  with  mercurial 
ointment,  made  of  equal  parts  of  hogs  lard 
and  quickfilver;  emollient  oily  glyfters  were, 
at  proper  times,  injeCted. 

March  29. — He  took  all  the  pills  as  di¬ 
rected,  and  received  great  benefit  from  the 
cold  water ;  he  generally  fweated  copioufly 
after  it,  and  flept  much  in  the  intervals* 
Medicines  and  cold  bath  to  be  continued  as 
before. 

March  30. — Much  better  2  the  fpafms  are 
not  fo  frequent ;  and  he  himfelf  remarks, 
not  near  fo  violent  as  before.  He  fpeaks 
diftinCtly,  and  fwallows  better,  but  com¬ 
plains  much  of  his  neck  being  ftiff,  and 
alfo  the  hips  and  lower  extremities.  The 
cold  bath,  and  medicines  continued. 

April  2.— Free  from  all  complaints,  ex¬ 
cept  the  pain  in  his  hip,  and  a  forenefs  in 
his  mouth.  He  had,  in  all,  taken  ninety 
grains  of  folid  opium,  and  three  ounces  of 
ftrong  mercurial  ointment  were  rubbed  in. 

/  The 
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The  cold  bath,  and  every  medicine,  dif- 
continued. 

A  gentle  fpitting  came  on,  which  lafted 
a  few  dayfc ;  he  perfectly  recovered  of  his 
late  alarming  diforder,  and  his  foot  is  now 
(June  21.)  almoft  well. 

I  leave  you  to  make  your  own  own  cb- 
fervations  on  this  cafe.  But  if  you  attend 
to  the  fuddennefs  of  relief  from  the  cold 
batu,  you  will  be  led  to  conclude  that  the 

mercury  had  no  ihare,  as  it  could  not  fo 

‘  <<  (i  • 

foon  adt. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  opiates,  and  the 
cold  bath,  will  anfwer  every  intention  in 
the  Tetanus,  and  fuch  like  difeafes  ;  for 
whilft  the  opium  diminifhes  the  irritabi¬ 
lity,  and  gives  a  truce  from  the  violent 
fymptoms,  the  cold  bath  produces  that 
wonderful  tonih  effect,  fo  obfervable  in  this 
and  fome  other  cafes.  Perhaps  the  bark, 
joined  with  thefe,  would  render  the  cure 
more  certain.  May  we  not  then  have 
failed  in  many  cafes,  by  ufing  opiates  alone 
in  large  dofes,  or  what  probably  is  worfe, 
with  the  warm  b^th,  inftead  of  the  cold 
Vol.  VI.  M  ,  bath? 
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bath  ?  And  have  we  not  reafon  to  fufped;* 
that  the  increafed  dofes  of  opium  (that 
kerned  requifite  when  the  warm  bath  was 
ufed),  may  have  proved  pernicious  ? 


J.  D* 


]S 
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XIV.  Cafe  of  a  fingular  Cough.  By  Archi¬ 
bald  Douglas,  M.  D .  of  London.  Com¬ 
municated  by  Dr .  Fothergill.  Read , 

March  8,  1779. 

SU.  was  naturally  of  a  healthy  and 
•  ftrong  conftitution  ;  of  a  cheerful  and 
eafy  temper ;  nor  ever  inclined  to  hyfterical 
affe&ions.  She  had  been  married ;  had 
children ;  and  her  menfes  left  her  at  the 
age  of  fifty.  From  that  period,  to  the 
age  of  fifty-feven,  fhe  continued  free  from 
any  complaint,  excepting  fuch  occafional 

ones  as  arife  from  cold,  to  which  (lie  was 

*  •  '  ‘  ~ 

particularly  fubjedt.  Her  circumftances 
were  good ;  therefore,  though  her  diet 
was  plain,  it  was  fubftantial ;  but  her 
drink,  I  believe,  was  feldom  ftronger  than 
fmall  beer.  About  the  beginning  of  March 
1771,  fhe  was  attacked  by  a  cough  of  a  very 
fingular  kind  (while  otherwife  in  high 
health),  without  any  apparent  caufe.  She 
§t  firft  felt  an  itching,  deep  in  the  left  fide 

M  2  of 
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of  her  throat,  near  the  angle  of  her  lower 
jaw  ;  which  was  almoft  inftantly  followed 
by  a  violent  fit  of  coughing.  This  fit  con¬ 
tinued  for  ten  or  twelve  minutes;  effort 
following  effort  in  the  mod  rapid  fuccef- 
fion,  till  it  became  neceffary  to  infpire ; 
which  done,  the  efforts  returned  as  quick 
as  ever.  The  people  prefent  were  in  the 
utmoft  conflernation  at  its  violence  and  du¬ 
ration,  as  the  poor  woman  feemed  quite 
fpent :  when  a  paufe  permitting  her  to 
fwallow  a  little  cold  water,  it  terminated 
the  fit  for  that  time.  Of  the  found  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  cough,  I  defpair  of  being  able 
to  give  the  fmalleft  idea :  it  had  fome  re- 
femblance  to  the  barking  of  a  little  dog, 
and  that  barking  conveyed  to  the  ear 
through  a  brafs  tube.  From  this  time, 
the  cough  returned  frequently,  but  at  un¬ 
certain  intervals.  She  never  had  an  attack 
twice  in  the  fame  day:  fometimes  every 
day,  or  every  fecond  day;  at  other  times 
fhe  was  free,  for  three  or  four  weeks.  It 
returned  at  no  particular  hour,  yet  very 
feldom  affected  her  in  bed.  \exation  of 
any  fort  would  produce  a  fit.  It  always 

occafioned 
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occafioned  a  pain  either  in  the  head  or 
back.;  but  never  in  both  at  the  fame  time  : 
the  top  of  the  head  and  forehead,  and  a 
little  to  the  left  fide  of  the  fpine,  near  the 
laft  of  the  falfe  ribs,  were  the  parts  in 
which  fhe  complained  of  pain.  Any  at¬ 
tempt  to  fupprefs  the  cough,  when  fhe  per¬ 
ceived  it  coming,  increafed  its  violence,  and 
prolonged  the  confequent  pains  of  the  head 
or  back,  which  at  all  times  continued 
near  half  an  hour  after  the  coughing  had 
ceafed.  During  its  continuance,  (lie  could 
neither  fwallovv  or  articulate,  nor  ftand 
without  fupport :  and  the  cough  fo  imme¬ 
diately  followed  the  itching  of  the  throat 
(which  Was  always  the  prelude  to  an  at* 
tack),  that  fhe  had  not  time  to  make  a  trial 
if  opiates,  or  any  other  means,  would  re¬ 
tard  or  prevent  it.  In  half  an  hour  after 
the  cough  ceafed,  fhe  was  as  well  as  if  no¬ 
thing  had  happened.  Her  appetite  conti¬ 
nued  good,  as  if  fhe  had  no  complaint; 
and  her  fleep  was  as  compofed  and  refrefh- 
ing,  as  it  had  ever  been  in  her  bed  health. 
The  cough  was  not  more  violent  in  degree, 
or  its  returns  more  frequent,  in  winter 

M  3  than 
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than  in  fummer;  and  if  fhe  contracted  a 

v 

cough  from  cold,  it  feemed  not  to  affeCfc 
the  other,  or  be  affe&ed  by  it.  Her  pulfe 
was  quick  and  fmall,  during  the  fin  Her 
urine,  either  before  or  after  the  fit,  was 
not  different  in  colour,  or  quantity,  from 
what  was  ufual.  She  was  habitually  cof- 
tive ;  but  that  tendency  was  neither  in- 
creafed  nor  diminifhed  by  her  complaint.  It 
never  caufed  any  inclination  to  reach}  nor 
had  fhe  any  thirft. 

It  would  be  tedious  and  unneceffary,  to 
give  a  regular  and  particular  detail  of  the 
various  medicines  which  were  tried  without 
any  good  efreCt.  Let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  that 
being  of  a  plethoric  habit,  bleeding  was 
thought  advifable  at  the  beginning  of  the 
difeafe  ;  and  that  fhe  took  fome  gentle  pur¬ 
gatives,  and  feveral  emetics.  Bark,  valeri¬ 
an,  mufk,  affafcetida,  opium,  fait  of  amber, 
sether,  &c.  were  given  fucceffively  ;  and  fhe 
was  bliflered  on  the  back,  behind  the  ears, 
and  under  the  throat.  The  only  medicine 
which  we  could  flatter  ourfelves  to  be  taken 
with  any  advantage,  was  compounded  of 
equal  parts  of  the  extracts  of  Peruvian  bark 

- '  :  and 
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and  cicuta,  formed  into  pills :  as,  daring 
the  ufe  of  them,  we  imagined  the  fits  were 
more  diftant,  and  lefs  fevere.  I  happened 
to  be  prefent  one  day,  when  the  cough 
feized  her  with  uncommon  violence.  The 
company  was  in  the  higheft  degree  alarm¬ 
ed,  and  looked  to  me  for  fome  affiftance. 

I  was  puzzled  what  to  do  ;  and  without 
any  determined  purpofe,  ran  to  an  apothe¬ 
cary’s  (who  luckily  lived  in  the  next  houfe), 
and  returning  with  a  large  bottle  of  Eau 
de  Luce,  applied  it  to  her  nofe,  without 
hope  or  expectation  of  doing  good.  On 
the  inftant  the  cough  ceafed,  without  one 
other  effort;  and  fhe  was  perfectly  well  iti 
a  few  minutes,  even  from  the  head-ach. 
From  this  effeCt  of  the  Eau  de  Luce,  we 
were  led  to  try  volatiles  internally,  and  in 
very  large  dozes ;  but  without  any  benefit. 
In  confequence  of  the  hidden  relief  fhe  then 
experienced  from  the  application  of  Eau 
de  Luce,  fhe  ever  afterwards  carried  fome 
about  her.  If  the  quantity  applied  was 
twTo  ounces  or  more,  it  never  failed  to  flop, 
or  much  fhorten  the  fit  ;  although  never  fo 
fuddenly  or  effectually  as  at  firft,  when  the 
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bottle  contained  ten  or  twelve  ounces :  and, 
indeed,  the  benefit  arifing  from  it,  always 
appeared  to  be  in  fome  kind  of  proportion 
to  the  quantity  contained  in  the  phial. 
This  complaint  continued  to  afflict  her, 
though  without  any  regularity  in  the  re- 
turns,  for  feveral  years.  If  Hie  tried  any 
other  means,  they  were,  excepting  the  Eau 
de  Luce,  as  unfuccefsful  as  at  firft.  About 
eighteen  months  ago,  the  cough  entirely 
left  her,  without  any  apparent  reafon ;  fhe 
having  long  given  up  the  ufe  of  internal 
medicines,  and  having  made  no  change  in 
her  manner  of  living ;  trufting  entirely  ta 
the  Eau  de  Luce  for  occafional  relief. 


i 
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XV.  Incontinence  of  Urine ,  cured  by  the 
Ufe  of  the  flexible  Catheter .  By  G. 
Mitchell,  Surgeon  at  Wapping.  Com¬ 
municated  by  Dr,  Dickfon.  Ready  Sept .  6, 


1 779- 


# 

MRS.  H - ,  a  married  woman, 

aged  about  thirty- fix,  who  had  had 
fix  children,  with  each  of  which  fhe  had 
very  difficult  times,  was,  on  the  firft  of 
February  1778,  feized  with  the  fymptoms 
of  parturition,  and  continued  in  labour  till 
•the  fourth,  when  fhe  was  delivered  of  a 
large  child,  by  the  affiflance  of  the  forceps. 
In  the  evening  of  the  day  fhe  was  deliver¬ 
ed,  fhe  made  water  without  any  pain  or 
uneafinefs,  and  continued  to  do  fo  till  about 
the  tenth  of  February,  when  fhe  complained 
of  an  itching  in  the  urethra,  and  fome  un¬ 
eafinefs  when  fhe  made  water:  not  having 
had  a  ftool  for  two  days,  fhe  was  ordered 
a  little  lenitive  eleduary,  which  operated 
twice  in  the  night.  The  itching,  how¬ 
ever,  was  increafed  on  the  eleventh ;  and  at 

the 
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the  time  the  urine  was  made,  there  was 
fome  pain,  leaving  a  little  fcalding  behind. 
She  was  ordered  to  take  gum  arabic  in  her 
drink,  and  9j.  of  nitre  every  fix  hours.  On 
the  twelfth,  fhe  complained  of  a  great  un- 
eaiinefs  in  the  urethra  ;  had  a  confiant  in¬ 
clination  to  make  water,  and  could  make 
but  a  fmall  quantity  at  a  time,  and  that 
with  confiderable  pain  and  fcalding  ;  and  in 
the  evening,  during  an  effort  to  make  wa¬ 
ter,  die  perceived  fome  fubftance  to  be  dis¬ 
charged  from  the  vagina,  which,  on  exa¬ 
mination,  appeared  to  be  a  flough.  The 
extreme  pain  fhe  was  in  before,  now  be¬ 
gan  to  abate,  and  fhe  found  herfelf  confi- 
derably  better  ;  fhe  flept  well  during  the 
night,  which  was  more  than  fhe  had  done 
for  the  two  preceding  nights.  But,  on 
awaking  in  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth, 
fhe  perceived  herfelf  quite  wet,  and  obferv- 
ed  that  her  urine  was  almoft  conftantly 
oozing  from  the  vagina  ;  fhe  had  feldom 
inclination  to  make  water,  and  when  fhe 
had,  a  fmall  quantity  was  difcharged,  both 
by  the  urethra  and  vagina.  She  was  or¬ 
dered  to  take  3j.  of  bark  three  times  a 

day. 
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day,  and  to  throw  up,  frequently,  an  in¬ 
jection  of  camphorated  oil  into  the  urethra. 
She  perfevered  in  this  method,  and  in  the 
ufe  of  laxatives  occafionally,  for  three 
weeks,  without  any  relief.  Having  fome 
doubt  whether  the  nurfe  ufed  the  injection 
properly,  I  prevailed  upon  her  to  allow  me 
to  aflift  her.  On  ufing  the  injection,  I  ob- 
ferved  a  part  of  the  oil  pafled  into  the  va- 

“V. 

gina ;  and,  on  a  minute  examination,  I 
could  perceive  there  was  a  communication 
between  the  urethra  and  vagina,  very  near 
the  neck  of  the  bladder;  and,  on  introduc¬ 
ing  a  probe  into  the  urethra,  it  readily 
pafled  inlfo  the  vagina.  The  uneafinefs 
produced  from  being  conflantly  wet,  and 
the  fcalding,  and  difagreeable  fmell  thence 
proceeding,  rendering  her  incapable  of  do¬ 
ing  any  thing  for  herfelf  or  family,  fhe 
was  induced  to  fubmit  to  any  means  that 
might  be  propofed  for  hef  relief.  It  was 
thought  expedient  that  a  flexible  catheter 
fhould  be  introduced  into  the  urethra,  and 
kept  there  conflantly,  if  poflible.  She  was 
likewife  inftruCted  in  the  manner  of  ma- 
7  naging 
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naging  it  herfelf.  She  ufed  it  conftantly 
about  three  weeks  occafionally ;  removing 
it  to  eafe  herfelf,  and  to  obferve  whether 
any  water  pafled  by  the  vagina.  In  a  few 
days,  fhe  perceived  that  there  was  a  lefs 
quantity  difcharged  that  way  than  before ; 
and  by  continuing  the  ufe  of  the  catheter 
the  time  above-mentioned,  the  complaints 
were  entirely  removed.  I  faw  her  about 
fix  months  afterwards,  when  fhe  had  had 
no  return. 

G.  MITCHELL. 

Hermitage, 

Aug.  1 6,  1779.  •  .. 

v 

/  '  ■ ■  . 

P.  S.  When  a  lofs  of  fubftance  is  the 

caufe  of  an  incontinence  of  urine.  Dr. 

* 

Dickfon  recommends  the  moft  early  ufe  of 
the  flexible  catheter;  whereby  the  bladder 
being  kept  in  a  contracted  flate,  the  fides 
of  the  aperture,  before  they  become  cal¬ 
lous,  will  be  more  likely  to  unite.  He 
obferves  alfo,  that  no  ufe  can  be  made  of 
the  flexible  catheter  in  fome  cafes,  if  long 
delayed,  as  he  has  known  the  urethra  to 
have  become  impervious ;  which  he  doubts 

not 
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not  will  always  happen,  when  the  whole 
urine  paffes  from  the  bladder  into  the  va- 
gina 

*  The  Medical  Society  think  it  proper  to  inform  the  Read¬ 
er,  that  one  of  their  Members,  who  has  feen  many  cafes  of 
floughings  in  the  urinary  paffages  of  women,  made  the  fol¬ 
lowing  remarks : — However  proper  and  fuccefsful  the  prac¬ 
tice  recommended  in  the  above  paper  by  Mr.  Mitchell 
may  be,  when  the  perforation  happens  to  be  in  the  urethra, 
or  juft  at  its  beginning,  there  muft  be  lefs  expe&ation  of  a 
cure,  than  when  the  aperture  is  in  the  body  of  the  bladder. 
In  this  laft  cafe,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  bladder  will  feldom 
or  never  bear  the  irritation  of  a  catheter  introduced  fo  far 
as  to  anfwer  the  purpofe.  When  a  catheter  is  introduced 
fome  confiderable  way  into  the  bladder,  and  the  coats  of  that 
*vifcus  are  not  kept  off  by  fome  retained  and  diftending  urine, 
it  is  reafonable  to  iuppofe,  that  the  prefiure  of  the  extremity 
of  the  inftrument  will  ftimulate  the  bladder,  and  urge  it  to 
expel  the  extraneous  body,  and  the  weight  and  preflure  of 
the  adjacent  bowels  will  increafe  the  provocation.  Whe¬ 
ther  this  reafoning  be  juft  or  not,  he  afiured  the  Society  that 
a  woman,  in  this  unhappy  fituation,  who  was  well  informed, 
and  perfe&ly  convinced,  of  what  importance  the  fuc  efs  of 
the  operation  would  be  to  her  through  life,  was  not  able  to 
bear  the  catheter  in  her  bladder.  The  irritation  never  failed 
bringing  on  fuch  efforts  as  were  irrcfillible,  till  the  catheter 
was  driven  down  from  the  bladder  into  the  urethra:  and 
then  the  urine  pafted  involuntarily  into  the  vagina;  fo  that 
the  perforation  remained  fiftulous. 

»  ’  ■  .  i 
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XVI.  A  Letter  to  Dr.  J.  Fothergill,  on 
the  Benefit  ofi  a  refiuficitated  Salivation , 
in  the  Cure  ofi  certain  anomalous  Symp¬ 
toms,  from  Dr.  Matthew  Dobfon.  Read , 
Sept.  20,  1779, 

Dear  Sir,  -  *  ,  _  '  ,v  1 

1  Communicate  to  you  the  following  hif- 
tory,  as  it  is  a  ftriking  confirmation  of 
the  efficacy  of  a  practice  adopted  by  Sir 
John  Sylvefter,  in  three  important  cafes 
related  in  the  third  volume  of  the  London 
Medical  Obfiervations. 

In  the  beginning  of  January  1777,  a 
young  Lady  was  direded  to  take  fmall 
dofes  of  Plummer  $  pill ,  on  account  of  fome 
pimples  on  her  face.  The  pills  brought 
on  a  flight  falivation,  which,  on  the  twenty* 
fourth  of  January,  began  to  abate,  and  in 
a  few  hours  entirely  ceafed.  From  that 
time  {he  felt  a  fenfe  of  weight,  fulnels  and 
uneafinefs,  di redly  under  the  cartilago  en - 
ffiormis.  On  fwallowing  any  thing,  the 

5  weighty 
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weight,  fulnefs,  and  uneafinefs  wfere  in~ 
creafed  ;  and  thefe  fymptoms  became  more 
and  more  troublefome,  till  the  thirty-fir  ft 
of  January.  1  he  region  of  the  ftomach 
was  now  affe&ed  with  great  pain  ;  and  on 
attempting  to  fwallow  any  thing,  violent 
retchings  immediately  enfued.  Sometimes 
£he  could  fwallow  a  little,  but  with  great 
difficulty ;  at  other  times,  the  ftruggle  was 
fo  great,  as  to  bring  on  convulfions.  She 
had  feveral  ftrong  rigors,  and  was  fre¬ 
quently  delirious.  She  was  bled,  bliftered, 
took  mufk,  opium,  and  other  antifpafmo- 
dics,  which  fhe  could  iometimes  with  dif¬ 
ficulty  get  down,  but  they  gave  no  relief. 

On  February  4th,  at  four  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  I  was  defired  to  meet  in  confultation 
the  Phyfician  who  had  hitherto  attended  ; 
and  then  found  a  very  formidable  train  of 
fymptoms.  Great  pain,  with  a  fenfe  of 
weight  and  tightnefs,  like  a  bar  acrofs  the 
ftomach ;  great  reftkffnefs,  and  intenfe 
thirft.  On  attempting  to  drink,  {he  was 
inftantly  feized  with  retchings,  and  the 
whole  body  was  violently  agitated :  the 
fmall  quantity  of  fluid,  however,  which 
v  '  palled 
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palled  into  the  oefophagus,  made  its  way 
into  the  ftomach,  and  after  a  ftruggle  of  a 
few  minutes,  fhe  was  more  compofed. 
iSometimes,  though  rarely,  fhe  could  fw al¬ 
low  without  this  ftruggle;  complained  of 

great  heat  in  the  ftomach,  and  was  fome- 

% 

times  delirious ;  pulfe  iio.  A  warm  bath 
was  directed. 

.  >  i 

She  was  again  vifited  at  ten  o’clock  the 
fame  evening.  The  bath  had  no  good  ef¬ 
fect  ;  fhe  had  been  attacked  with  feveral 
very  ftrong  convulfions;  complained  that 
fhe  was  burnt  up  with  heat,  had  an  into¬ 
lerable  thirft,  and  the  head  was  often  con¬ 
fided.  On  attempting  to  fwallow  any 
thing,  fhe  differed  great  pain,  and  was 
immediately  thrown  into  retchings  and 
convulfions.  With  fuch  fymptoms,  it  was 

difficult  to  afeertain  the  true  nature  of  the 

• 

difeafe.  There  was  fome  reafon  to  fufpedt 
an  inflammation  of  the  ftomach  :  but  on 
maturely  confidering  the  cafe,  I  was  led 
to  view  it  in  a  different  light.  The  mer¬ 
curial  courfe,  the  fudden  ftoppage  of  the 
falivation,  the  commencement  and  gradual 
progrefs  of  the  difeafe  from  that  time,  to¬ 
gether 


«  \ 
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gether  with  its  long  continuance,  induced 
me  to  imagine  that  the  whole  was  a  train 
of  anomalous  mercurial  fymptoms,  occa- 
fioned  by  the  fudden  fuppreffion  of  the 
falivation. 

Under  this  idea  of  the  dlfeafe,  the  me¬ 
thod  of  cure,  as  fuggefted  by  Sir  John  Syl- 
vefter,  was  again  to  bring  on  the  falivation. 
But  the  violence  of  the  fymptoms,  and  the 
extreme  weaknefs  of  the  patient,  fcarcely 
afforded  the  moft  diftant  hope,  that  ihe 
could  furvive  till  the  remedy  had  produced 
the  defired  effect 

One  drachm  of  the  ftronger  mercurial 
ointment  was  direded  to  be  immediately 
rubbed  oh  the  region  of  the  ftomach  ;  and 
another  drachm  early  in  the  morning  on 
the  arms  and  legs.  To  affwage  the  thirft, 
thin  nutritive  clyfters  were  injeded,  and 
flannels,  wrung  out  of  water  moderately 
warm,  were  applied  to  the  ftomach. 

February  the  5th,  the  difeafe  ftill  vio¬ 
lent,  pulfe  no,  head  confufed;  and  there 
had  been  many  convulfions  during  the 
night,  even  when  fhe  did  not  attempt  to 
drink.  Another  drachm  of  the  mercurial 
Vol.  VI.  N  ointment 
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ointment  was  ufed  this  day;  and  at  feven 
in  the  evening  fhe  appeared  rather  better. . 
She  drank,  at  my  requeft,  about  half  a 
tea  cupful  of  milk  and  water,  and  with  a 
{lighter  return  of  ftruggle  and  convulfion 
than  ufual. 

February  the  6th.  The  pain  and  weight 
acrofs  the  ftomach,  the  delirium,  the  ftrug¬ 
gle  on  attempting  to  fwallow,  and  the  con- 
vulfions,  returned  as  ufual  through  this 
day.  Half  an  ounce  more  of  the  mercurial 
ointment  was  ufed  during  the  day  and  the 
following  night. 

February  the  7th.  Had  a  very  bad 
night;  the  fymptoms  continuing  with  their 
ufual  violence,  and  the  patient  growing 
weaker.  At  ten,  however,  this  morning, 
the  fpitting  came  on  for  about  one  hour  ; 
and  during  this  time,  fhe  took  four  draughts 
of  milk,  without  convulfions,  and  even 
without  any  kind  of  pain  or  ftruggle.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  time  likewife,  fire  got  down,  but 
with  difficulty,  three  grains  of  calomel  in 
a  pill.  At  the  end  of  the  hour,  the  fpit¬ 
ting  ceafed,  and  the  pain,  retchings,  and 

convulfions  returned.  In  the  afternoon, 

»  s  •  • 

another 
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another  pill  was,  with  difficulty,  got  down  ; 
and  two  drachms  of  mercurial  ointment 
were  likewife  ufed  about  nine  in  the  even¬ 
ing- 

February  the  8th.  The  fpitting  came 
on  from  ten  to  two  in  the  morning,  then 
ceafed ;  came  on  again  at  fix,  and  conti¬ 
nued  nearly  through  the  whole  day.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  fpitting,  all  the  complaints  were 
removed,  except  the  fenfe  of  weight  on 
the  ftomach.  She  got  down  two  more  pills 
with  little  difficulty. 

February  the  9th.  She  took  two  pills 
this  morning,  and  afterwards  no  more 
mercurials  were  given  :  the  ptyalifm  con¬ 
tinued  for  more  than  twenty  days;  and 
this  very  alarming,  painful,  and  debilitat¬ 
ing  train  of  fymptoms,  was  entirely  re¬ 
moved.  I  remain, , 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  refpectful,  and  obedient  Servant, 

MATT*  DOBSON. 


N  2 


✓ 


Liverpool, 

6,  1779. 
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XVII.  The  Hijlory  of  an  extraordinary  Af¬ 
fect  on  of  the  Brain ,  in  a  Letter  to  Dr. 
W.  Hunter  ;  from  Dr .  John  Smith,  -Dr. 
Martin  Wall,  and  Mr.  John  Langford, 
Surgeon.  Ready  July  24,  1780. 

I  ,  %  V  .  '*  ’’ 

A  Young  Gentleman  of  this  Univerfity 
was  occafionally  fubje£l  to  com¬ 
plaints  in  his  head  and  bowels,  which  were 
chiefly  afcribed  to  worms.  Vermifuge 
medicines  were  accordingly  advifed ;  and, 
from  the  relief  they  feemed  to  give  him, 
together  with  ihe  appearance  of  what  was 
difcharged  through  their  operation,  his 
friends  were  more  . and  more  confirmed  in 
their  opinion  of  the  caufe  of  his  coift- 
plaints. 

But  the  relief  was  never  of  any  long 
continuance ;  and  there  were  moreover 
fymptoms,  which  at  length  fupervened,  of 
fuch  a  nature,  as  feemed  to  indicate  fome 
morbid  affe&ion  peculiar  to  the  head  itfelf ; 
fuch  as  at  times  a  remarkable  ftupor,  a 

want 
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want  of  recollection  or  attention,  even  to 
a  feeming  temporary  fulpenfion  of  all  his 
intellectual  faculties.  Thefe  fymptoms  were, 
at  their  laft  attack,  accompanied  with  an 
acute  fever,  which  confined  him  to  his  bed, 
in  a  rambling  delirious  ftate,  for  about  a 
fortnight,  when  he  died,  at  the  age  of 
twenty,  notwithflanding  all  means  of  eva¬ 
cuation,  revulfion,  &c.  that  could  be 
thought  of  for  his  recovery. 

After  death,  the  body  was  examined, 
and,  as  the  family  were  ftrongly  prepof- 
feffed  with  the  notion  of  worms,  the  firft 
objeCi  of  our  attention  was  the  alimentary 
canal.  The  ftomach  and  inteftines  were, 
therefore,  carefully  diffeCted  out,  and  open¬ 
ed  from  one  epd  to  the  other :  but  no 
worms,  or  veftiges  of  worms,  or  any  other 
jnorbid  appearance,  could  be  difcerned.  AH 
the  reft  of  the  abdominal  vifcera  were  allb 
perfectly  found. 

This  matter  being  cleared  up,  we  next 
proceeded  to  the  head,  there  being  but  too 
fufficient  reafon  for  fufpeCting  that  part  as 
the  principal  feat,  if  not  the  origin,  of  his 
diforder. 

•'  N  3 


Accord* 
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Accordingly,  on  removing  the  upper 
part  of  the  fkull,  we  had  evident  proofs, 
from  the  tenfion  of  the  membranes  cover¬ 
ing  the  brain,  their  difcoioration,  and  a 
large  exfudation  of  ferurn,  tinged  with 
blood,  that  they  had  been  very  conftder- 
ably  inflamed  :  and  this  appeared  ftill  more 
evident  on  turning  back  the  dura  mater, 
from  the  bloody  ferum  flowing  out  more 
plentifully,  and  the  red  fuffufion  all  over 
the  furface  of  the  brain  itfelf. 

On  attempting  to  pull  the  dura  mater 
farther  back,  in  order  that  we  might  have 
a  more  extenfive  view,  and  more  fcope  for 
particular  examination,  we  were  prevented 
by  a  preternatural  adhefion  of  that  mem¬ 
brane  to  the  pia  mater,  and  fubftance  of 
the  brain  under  it :  and  when  we  endea¬ 
voured  to  feparate  them  by  difle&ion,  we 
found  them  all  connedted  together  by  a  hard 
intervening  fubftance,  which  proved  to  be 
a  folid  bone. 

The  bone  was  broader  than  a  fixpence, 
and  thicker  than  a  fhilling ;  and  on  its  edge 
and  furfaces,  was  every  where  jagged  and 
uneven:  it  adhered  alfo  to  the  falx  and 

*  k 
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longitudinal  finus  on  the  left  fide,  and  was 
fituated  juft  within  the  fuperior  tranfverfe 
ridge  of  the  occiput. 

This  being  adequate  to  every  fymptom, 
put  a  flop  to  our  farther  refearches,  except 
barely  cutting  into  the  ventricles,  which 
poured  out  a  very  unufual  quantity  of 
lymph. 

Similar  concretions  have  been  found  by 
others  in  the  brain,  fome  of  which  are  re¬ 
corded  by  Bonetus  and  Morgagni ;  but  no 
rational  methods  of  prevention  or  removal, 
where  they  have  been  apprehended.  Death 
feems  to  be  the  only  objed:  of  hope  and 
confolation  in  all  fuch  deplorable  cafes  :  as 
the  unhappy  patient  muft  be  frequently 
fubjeCt  to  pains  and  fpalms,  and  occafional 
dereliction  of  the  faculties,  both  of  body 
and  mind,  which  in  time  are  likely  to 
terminate  (if  they  fhould  long  continue) 
in  pally,  mania,  idiotifm,  or  other  mala¬ 
dies,  more  grievous  than  death  itfelf. 

Before  we  conclude  our  account  of  this 
cafe,  it  may  not  be  ufelefs  to  remark,  that 
after  the  death  of  this  young  Gentleman, 
we  learnt  that  he  formerly  received  a  vior 

N  4  lent 
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lent  blow  on  the  hinder  part  of  his  head. 
In  what  manner  it  was  given,  whether  by 
a  fall,  or  by  an  inftrument ;  what  fymp- 
toms  he  experienced  at  the  time,  what 
treatment  he  underwent,  or  whether  it  was 
entirely  negledted,  we  know  not;  nor  can 
we  learn,  by  an  enquiry  of  his  family  or 
relations.  The  circumftance  itfelf,  was 
made  known  to  us  by  mere  accident,  after 
his  death ;  although,  while  he  was  alive, 
and  during  his  illnefs,  many  queftions  had 
been  afked  which  might  have  led  to  it.— 
We  could  only  learn  farther,  that  for  fe¬ 
deral  years  be  had  always  complained  of  a 
particular  tendernefs  and  forenefs  of  that 
part  of  the  head  externally  (which  corre- 
fpondcd  with  the  feat  of  the  internal  con¬ 
cretion),  efpecially  when  his  hair  was 
dreffed  ;  and  that  the  hair  on  that  part 
was  very  thin.  1  hefe  few  particulars  we 
fudged  it  proper  to  fubjoin,  as  it  may  be 
fuppofed  that  this  extraordinary  concre¬ 
tion  owed  its  origin  to  an  injury  done  by 
that  accident,  to  fome  of  the  fine  veflels  of 
the  dura  and  pia  mater,  8cc.  ;  and  on  this 
fuppofition,  this  cafe  will  add  to  the  many, 

I  which 
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which  have  been  fuggefted,  a  new  proof 
that  every  blow  on  the  head,  however  flight 
the  injury  may  appear  at  the  time,  ought 
to  be  an  objed  of  ferious  attention,  that 
thofe  effe&s  may  then  be  obviated  by  reft, 
by  venaefe&ion,  by  medicines,  and  regi- 
ifien ;  which  would  otherwife  lay  the  foun¬ 
dation  for  thofe  difeafes,  which  are  diftin- 
guiftied  by  a  peculiar  derangement  of  the 
mental  faculties,  inexplicable  by  any  fyftem 
of  phyfiology,  and  abfolutely  irremediable 
by  human  fkil!.  The  prevention  is  eafy, 
the  cure  is  impoflible. 

JOHN  SMITH,  M.  D. 

MARTIN  WALL,  M.D. 

'  JOHN  LANGFORD,  Surgeon. 

Oxford, 

Dec.  1779. 
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XVIII.  Obfervations  on  the  Cure  of  Fluxes , 
ftnall  Dofes  of  Ipecacuanha .  Zy  Dr . 

J.  Fothergillj  ik/.  Z).  Read,  Aug.  31, 
1730.  V®  * 

-  V  .l  * 

To  theMEDICAL  SOCIETY  m  LONDON. 

IF  the  following  remarks  on  the  ufe  of 
Ipecacuanha,  in  the  cure  of  diarrhoeas, 
appear  to  you  not  improper  to  make  a  part 
of  your  next  volume,  they  are  wholly  at 
your  difpofal.  It  may  feem  to  be  an  un- 
neceffary  bufmefs  to  fay  more  on  this  fub- 
ject,  than  has  already  been  offered  by 
others;  but  as  I  think  I  have  obferved  this 

medicine,  as  well  as  rhubarb,  to  be  ufed  in 

,  1  ?  * 

thefe  cafes  fometimes  improperly,  I  thought 
it  might  be  doing  fome  fervice  to  the  young 
pra&itioner,  to  point  out  the  means  by  v 
which  he  might  bed  avail  himfelf  of  thefe 
rueful  auxiliaries.  I  am, 

With  much  deference  and  refpedt, 
Your  friend  and  colleague, 

J.  FOTHERGILL. 

Lea  Hall,  17SC. 
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IT  is  not  intended  to  defcribe  the  differ¬ 
ent  kinds  of  fluxes  that  occur  in  practice, 
in  which  the  ipecacuanha  may  be  ufed  with 
advantage.  An  habitual  diarrhoea  depend¬ 
ing  on  fome  irritating  acrimony  of  the 
juices,  accompanied  with  great  weaknefs 
and  irritability  of  the  bowels  (whatever 
may  have  given  rife  to  fuch  a  ftate  of  both), 
feems  to  be  the  proper  objedf:  of  fuch  a 
treatment  as  I  mean  to  propofe,  and  which 
has  fucceeded  in  a  variety  of  cafes,  which 
have  obftinately  withftood  the  efficacy  of 
very  oppofite  remedies..  We  meet  with 
perfons  of  both  fexes,  and  different  ages, 
who,  from  a  variety  of  caufes,  have  long 
been  fubjedt  to  habitual  diarrhoeas  ;  fome- 
times  accompanied  with  ficknefs,  bitter 
tafte,  furred  tongue,  and  fome  degree  of 
fever ;  and  fometimes  without  thefe  fymp- 
toms,  yet  both  fubjedt  to  frequent  dif- 
charges,  often  in  the  morning,  fometimes 
in  the  night,  and  generally  after  taking  any 
quantity  of  aliment,  whether  liquid  or 
folid.  It  is  not  always  that  the  flools  are 
accompanied  with  pain ;  but  their  frequency 

and 
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and  continuance  exhauft  the  ftrength,  and 
emaciate  the  habit. 

If  the  vifcera  are  not  injured  in  their 
ftrufture,  and  become  unable  to  perform 
their  fundions,  much  benefit  may  often 
be  found  from  the  following  procefs : 

Let  a  grain,  one  and  an  half,  or  two, 
of  Ipecac,  be  given  in  Aq.  Alexit.  fimp. 
or  any  other  vehicle,  in  bed,  in  a  morn¬ 
ing. — This  will  fometimes  ad  as  an  eme¬ 
tic,  and  bring  up  bile ;  fometimes  it  proves 
cathartic,  and  gives  a  few  motions  down¬ 
wards  extraordinary.  In  either  cafe,  a  fmall 
bafon  of  thin  gruel  may  be  taken,  gently 
to  promote  its  operation. 

At  night  an  anodyne  fliould  be  given,  if* 
there  be  nothing  to  forbid  it ;  rather  a 
warm  and  cordial  one,  than  a  fimple  ano¬ 
dyne.  Confed.  Damocrat.  Theriac.  An- 
drom.  or  Phiionium,  as  the  cafe  may  feem 
to  require. 

By  this  means  an  undifturbed  night  is 
generally  obtained,  at  lead  the  dofe  of  the 
anodyne  ought  to  be  fuch  as  to  enfure  it. 
The  ipecacuanha  may  be  repeated  or  omit¬ 
ted  the  next  morning,  according  to  its 

operation 
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operation  the  preceding  day.  If  vehement, 
either  upwards  or  downwards,  omit  it  till 
the  morning  .following  ;  but  repeat  the 
anodyne  at  bed*  time. 

It  moft  commonly  happens,  that  a  very 
few  dofes  of  thefe  medicines,  with  proper 
attention  to  regimen,  gradually  reftrain 
thefe  difcharges.  And  the  fame  procefs, 
at  longer  intervals  between  the  dofes  of 
ipecacuanha,  generally  put  a  flop  to  them, 
both  fafely  and  effectually. 

I  have  feen  the  like  dofes  of  ipecacuanha 
given  every  fix  hours,  in  fome  fuch  cafes ; 
five,  fix,  or  feven  grains  in  others ;  the 
vitrum  antimonii  cerat.  in  others  ; — and 
what  has  been  the  confequence?  An  in- 
creafe  of  that  very  diforder  which  they  were 
intended  to  cure;  as  might  juftly  have 
been  expected,  had  the  prefcribers  allowed 
themfelves  time  to  reflect.  There  was  not 
fufficient  time  allowed  for  the  medicines 
to  have  their  due  effeCt,  and  no  more. 
They  excited  a  conftant  difpofition  to  pur¬ 
ging,  which  made  it  difficult  to  determine 
how  much  proceeded  from  the  medicine, 
how  much  from  the  difeafe.  Ipecacuanha 

given 
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given  thus,  in  fmall  dofes,  evacuates  gen¬ 
tly,  and  without  weakening. — If  the  fto- 
mach  is  loaded  with  impurities,  they  are 
brought  up;  if  the  inteftines,  it  a£ts  as  a 
gentle  purgative. — But  thefe  feem  not  to 
be  the  whole  of  its  efficacy;  it  a£ts  as  a 
diaphoretic ;  it  promotes  the  difcharge  of 
the  perfpirable  matter,  by  thofe  emunCto- 
ries,  through  which  it  ought  to  pafs ;  and 
leffens,  by  this  means,  the  quantity  of 
acrimonious  fluid  tending  unnaturally  to 
the  inteftines ;  a  conftant  aggravation,  if 
not  the  moft  frequent  caufe,  of  fuch  mala¬ 
dies  ;  as  we  feldom  find  that  either  the 
milder,  or  more  malignant  fluxes  are  effec¬ 
tually  cured,  till  the  fkin  becomes  foft,  and 
a  free  perfpiration  is  reftored. 

In  refpedt  to  regimen,  one  injunction 
will  be  found  effential That  is,  to  have 
ftriCt  regard  to  quantity :  for  let  the  diet 
be  never  fo  wifely  appropriated,  if  the 
quantity  is  confiderable,  it  wTill  be  in  ha¬ 
zard,  by  its  bulk,  or  its  weight,  of  aCting 
as  a  ftiinulant.  In  another  word,  as  a  pur¬ 
gative,  if  animal  food  is  allowed,  enjoin 
the  patient,  as  much  as  poffible,  to  confine 

himfelf# 
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himfelf,  for  a  certain  time,  to  one  kind 
only.  I  have  known  inftances  where  this 
attention  alone  has  effected  a  perfedt  cure. 
Mutton,  perhaps,  is  as  fuitable  a  diet  as 
any  other;  and  fome  perfons  have  dined 
on  mutton  only,  for  a  month  together, 
much  to  their  benefit. 

It  is  fcarcely  neceffary  to  fuggeft,  that 
fome  gentle  tonics  may  be  neceffary  to 
eflablifh  general  health ;  the  bark  or  cha- 
lybeates,  as  the  circumftanccs  may  require. 
One  caution  may,  however,  be  of  ufe : 
let  the  dofes  be  fmall,  and  continued  the 
longey.  The  inteftines  being  left,  by  the 
purging,  in  a  very  tender  and  irritable 
ftate,  will  feldom  bear,  what  might,  in. 
other  refpedts,  be  deemed  only  a  compe¬ 
tent  dofe.  Befides,  the  patients  will  often 
be  induced  to  comply  with  rules  of  diet 
and  conduct  with  tolerable  exadlnefs,  whilft 
they  are  taking  medicine,  in  hopes  of 
giving  it  the  greater  effedt ;  but  are  too 
prone  to  forget  regimen,  however  necef¬ 
fary,  the  moment  they  are  releafed  from 
medicine. 

J.  F. 
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XIX.  The  Cafe  of  a  flatulent  'Tumour  on  the 
Heady  opened  and  cured .  By  Mr.  Lloyd, 
Surgeony  Wrexham.  Communicated  by 
Dr.  W.  Hunter.  Ready  Obi.  2,  1780. 

•  v  *  ■  .#  1 

IN  May  1 779,  I  examined  a  tumor  on 
the  head  of  a  woman  aged  about  thirty- 
five  years,  of  a  robuft  habit  of  body,  always 
enjoying  good  health,  and  at  that  time  free 
from  every  other  complaint.  It  was  fitu- 
ated  on,  or  as  near  as  can  be,  the  jun&ure 
of  the  fagittal  to  the  lambdoidal  future,  of 
about  the  fize  of  a  pigeon’s  egg.  She  dis¬ 
covered  it  in  the  beginning  of  the  March 
before ;  it  was  entirely  without  pain,  and 
on  handling,  apparently  contained  a  fluid. 
She  declared,  that  on  prefling  it  with  her 
hand,  it  would  totally  fubfide,  in  a  gra¬ 
dual  manner  ;  and  in  fubfiding,  {he  always 
perceived  a  rulhing  noife  in  the  left  ear  :  and 
that  it  would,  in  half  an  hour,  recover  its 
fize  and  form.  This  relation  I  did  not  cre¬ 
dit,  as  it  did  not  at  this  time  give  the  leaft 
way  on  our  fucceflive  preflure,  though  done 

in 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries .  igj 

in  every  dire&ion.  It  not  being  any  way 
troublefonie,  I  advifed  it  not  to  be  meddled 
with  whilft  it  continued  fo.  About  three 
months  after  I  faw  her  again;  the  tumor 
was  fomething  increafed,  and  would  now 
and  then  difappear  on  preffure,  and  the 
noife  in  the  ear  was  become  fo  much  more, 
as  to  be  audible  to  the  bye-ftanders  i  even 
now  it  would  not,  as  before,  fubfide  on 
every  endeavour  of  inine.  At  this  time 
(he  complained  that  a  head-ach,  and  a  ge¬ 
neral  laffitude,  had  been  troublefome  for 
forrte  weeks :  not  fufpedting  the  fwelling  to 
be  the  Caufe  that  produced  thefe  effects; 
and  her  habit  being  evidently  plethoric,  I 
only  dire&ed  her  to  lofe  about  twelve 
ounces  of  blood,  and  take  three  or  four 
dofes  of  phyfic,  which  gave  a  partial  tem¬ 
porary  relief.  In  the  beginning  of  Febru¬ 
ary  I  met  her  by  accident,  when,  to  my 
furprife,  the  tumor  was  increafed  to  the 
bignefs  of  a  turkey’s  egg ;  in  every  other 
refpeft:  its  appearance  was  the  fame,  only 
that,  for  fome  weeks  before,  it  had  refitted 
every  attempt  to  reduce  it  by  preffure. 
<Now  her  health  was  become  much  impair- 
Vol.  VI.  O  ed, 
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ed,  the  headach  was  great,  and  conftant, 
attended  with  a  dizzinefs,  and  a  perpetual 
naufea  and  ficknefs  at  her  flomach,  and  (he 
never  was  free  from  a  benumbed  fenfation 
in  the  extremities,  particularly  in  the  arms, 
which  were  often  fo  much  affected  that 
flie  was  not  able  to  lift  them  to  her  head ; 
the  left  wras  particularly  enfeebled,  and  the 
power  of  grafping  any  thing  in  the  hands 
was  nearly  gone.  The  pulfe  was  full  and 
fluggifh,  the  excretions  in  a  proper  ftate. 
Being  then  on  a  journey,  I  called  in  two 
days  after,  in  my  way  home,  intending  to 
come  the  following  day  prepared  to  open 
the  tumor,  having  nothing  then  about  me 
fit  for  the  operation ;  but,  to  my  very  great 
aftonifhment,  the  tumor,  in  that  very  fhort 
fpace  of  time,  was  increafed  to  at  leaft  three 
times  its  magnitude;  and  every  fymptom 
had  put  on  a  more  threatening  appearance, 
which  determined  me  to  open  it  without 
lofs  of  time ;  which  was  done,  as  large  as 
I  could,  at  one  pundture,  with  a  common 
lancet :  it  contained  air  only ,  not  one  drop 
of  any  other  fluid  was  in  it.  The  cranium 
was  carious  the  whole  extent  of  the  tumor, 

and 
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and  the  part  it  firft  occupied  much  deftroy- 
ed,  having  the  appearance  of  a  honey¬ 
comb. 

In  about  half  an  hour  after  it  was  open¬ 
ed,  a  very  confiderable  haemorrhage  came 
on,  which  obliged  me  to  dilate  the  aperture 
the  length  of  the  tumor,  which  enabled 
me  to' introduce  lint  and  wheat  flour  (hav¬ 
ing  nothing  elfe  at  hand)  between  the 
fcalp  and  the  cranium  ;  that,  with  gentle 
preflure,  flopped  the  bleeding,  but  not 
without  the  lofs  of  much  blood;  The  dreff- 
ings  were  not  fufficiently  digefted  off  to 
fee  the  bone  till  the  fixth  day,  when,  very 
contrary  to  my  expe&ation,  healthy  gra¬ 
nulations  covered  the  whole  furface,  ex¬ 
cepting  a  very  fmall  portion  on  each  of  the 
parietal  bones  moft  remote  from  the  centre 
of  the  tumor.  No  thin  foetid  difcharge, 
common  in  carious  ulcers,  ever  appeared  5 
the  matter  was  truly  laudable  from  the  firft 
feparation  of  the  dreffing,  and  the  fcalp 
and  cranium  were  firmly  united  in  three 
weeks,  without  any  fenfible  exfoliation, 
and  the  wound  cicatrifed  in  a  fhort  time 
after.  Every  fymptom  dilappeared  on  the 

O  2  opening 
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1  •  - 

opening  the  tumor,  I  really  believe  inftant^ 
Iy,  but  that  I  cannot  afcertain,  becaufe  the 
alarm  caufed  by  the  haemorrhage  affe&ed 
her  fo  much,  that  we  could  not  judge  of 
her  feelings  for  two  days,  when  there  did 
not  appear  a  fymptom  of  the  complaint  de- 
fcribed.  On  the  thirteenth  of  laft  month 

f  1  i  , 

I  was  informed  that  another  tumor  of  the 
fame  kind  was  difcovered  on  her  head;  on 
examining,  it  appeared  of  the  fame  fort, 
but  it  did  not  fubfide  on  preflure,  nor  did 
a  bad  fymptom  attend  it.  It  was  feated 
chiefly  on  the  lower  part  df  the  right  parietal 
bone,  extending  acrofs  the  fagittal  future, 
to  a  very  fmall  portion  of  the  left  parietal 
bone.  The  fize  was  about  that  of  a  large 
walnut,  and  its  contents  exactly  the  fame 
as  the  laft,  without  any  haemorrhage.  The 
appearance  of  the  bone  was  fuch,  as,  when 
a  thick  exfoliation  is  prematurely  feparated, 
the  ulcer  fhall  be  kept  open  for  a  confi- 
derable  time.  When  the  laft  tumor  was 
opened,  a  noife  of  air  wras  perceived  in  the 
left  ear. 

About  eight  years  previous  to  the  ap* 
pearance  of  the  tumor,  (he  had  a  fall  from 

a  horfe 
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a  horfe  on  a  pavement,  which  flunned  her 
fo  much  as  to  deprive  her  of  her  fenfes  for 
fome  minutes.  She  does  not  recollect  that 
any  part  of  the  head  was  at  all  bruifed,  or 
Otherwife  hurt  then,  or  at  any  other  time. 


/ 
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XX.  Obfervations  on  the  Gout .  By  Alex¬ 
ander  Small,  late  Surgeon  to  the  Ordnance 
in  the  IJlancl  of  Minorca.  Communicated 
by  Dr .  Richard  Saunders,  M.  X).  and 
F.  R.  S.  Ready  Qft.  16,  1780. 

/  •  ~ . 

IN  my  youth,  before  I  had  been  guilty 
of  any  intemperance  in  eating  or  drink¬ 
ing,*  I  was  frequently  troubled  with  difor- 
ders  in  my  bowels,  which  were  not  how¬ 
ever  fo  Violent  as  to  induce  me,  for  many 
years,  to  ufe  any  means  to  remedy  them. 
The  pain  became  at  length  moft  fevere  in 
my  ftomach,  attended  with  much  wind, 
and  frequent  bilious  purgings.  I  tried  a 
variety  of  medicines  to  procure  me  relief,  ' 
inch  as  vomits,  purges,  and  warm  aroma¬ 
tics  ;  but  to  very  little  purpofe  :  till  calling 
on  my  late  learned  and  worthy  friend.  Dr. 
Macfait,  he  informed  me,  that  a  patient  of 
his  had  complained  of  a  pain  in  his  fto¬ 
mach,  refembling  mine,  for  which  the 
Bath  water  was  of  Angular  ufe  to  him. 
Pe  remained,  during  two  years  after  drink- 
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ing  the  Bath  water,  pretty  free  from  the 
pain  :  but,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  his  pain 
returned  as  before,  and  at  a  feafon  too 
when  his  affairs  did  not  admit  of  his  going 
to  Bath.  In  this  fituation  he  was  advifed 
to  drink  in  the  morning,  and  at  times 
through  the  day,  an  infufion  of  ginger  in 
boiling  water.  He  found  this  had  an  ef¬ 
fect  on  him  fimilar  to  that  of  the  Bath 
water.  Having  heard  the  Reverend  Dr. 
Hales,  whofe  great  objed:  in  life  was 
u  promoting  the  welfare  of  .mankind,” 
fpeak  much  of  the  benefit  he  had  received, 
in  his  old  age,  from  an  infufion  of  ginger 
taken  in  the  morning  inftead  of  tea,  I  de¬ 
termined  to  try  it,  and  found  it  gave  me 
more  relief  than  any  other  medicine  I  had 
ever  taken.  I  diced  about  half  a  drachm 
of  dry  ginger  into  a  tea-pot,  poured  boil¬ 
ing  water  on  it,  and  let  it  ftand  till  the 
water  tailed  ftrong  of  the  ginger.  I  then 
fweetened  the  infufion,  and,  with  bread, 
&c.  ufed  it  inftead  of  tea  for  breakfaft.  I 
Jliced  the  ginger,  becaufe  the  infufion  fo 
made  came  off  clear.  I  began  this  courfe 
in  the  winter  of  1 753.  It  diffufed  an  agree- 

O  4  able 
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able  warmth  over  all  my  bowels.  It  rather 
increafed  a  coftivenefs,  natural  to  me; 
which  rendered  the  ufe  of  opening  medi* 
cines  neceffary  at  times.  I  know  not  whe¬ 
ther  I  fhould  impute  to  the  conftant  ufe 
of  this  infufion  a  fevere  fit  of  the  gout  in 
April  following  ;  the  firft  I  ever  had.  Since 
that  time,  I  have  been  but  little  troubled 
with  the  pain  in  my  ftomach,  excepting  in 
very  cold  weather,  on  going  out  after  din¬ 
ner.  The  gout  has  regularly  returned  in 
the  fpring  or  fummer*  excepting  one  year, 
till  the  commencement  of  the  fubfequent 
narrative.  My  fits  were  generally  fevere 
for  ten  or  fifteen  days,  feldom  longer ;  and 
in  the  intermediate  times  my  health  was 
generally  good.  I  made  it  a  conftant  rule 

1  i  \ 

to  walk  abroad  as  foon  as  the  inflammatory 
ftate  of  the  gout  was  paft :  and  though  by 
fo  doing  I  often  fufFered  great  pain,  I  am 
well  convinced  that  the  free  ufe  I  now  en¬ 
joy  of  my  limbs,  is  chiefly  owing  to  my 
determined  perfeverance  in  the  ufe  of  that 
exercife  :  nor  am  I  lefs  perfuaded,  that 
nine  in  ten  of  gouty  cripples  owe  their 
Jamenefs  more  to  indolence  and  fear  of 
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pain,  than  to  the  genuine  eflfe&s  of  the 
gout. 

On  my  paflage  to  Jamaica  in  December 
1770,  the  gout  came  into  one  of  my  feet 
a  few  days  before  our  arrival  in  that  ifland. 

I  wrapped  it  up,  as  I  had  ufually  done  in 
England,  with  flannel  and  oil-lkin.  I 
foon  fuffered  excruciating  pain;  which  in¬ 
duced  me  to  lay  afide  molt  of  my  wrappers : 
and  my  pain  foon  abated.  On  my  arrival 
at  Kingfton  in  Jamaica,  my  friend  Dr.  Naf- 
myth,  a  moll  ingenious  and*  experienced 
Phyfician  there,  advifed  me  to  lay  afide  all 
my  wrappers,  and  to  keep  a  cotton  flock¬ 
ing  only  on  my  foot ;  “  for  experience  has 
taught  us,”  faid  he,  c<  that  gouty  limbs 
4C  Ihould  be  kept  cool  in  this  country.”  I 
experienced  the  benefit  of  following  this 
advice :  for , the  gout  went  foon  off. 

I  had  a  return  of  the  gout  in  March  fol¬ 
lowing,  on  my  paflage  to  New  York  :  and 
though  the  weather  was  cold  and  ftormy, 
I  pra&ifed  the  Jamaica  cool  covering.  I 
continued  to  do  the  fame  when  alhore  at 
New  York,  though  the  weather  was  frofty. 
The  fit  was  mild,  and  of  fhort  continuance. 
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In  the  fpring  of  1772,  I  had  a  long  and 
fevere  fit  in  London ;  but  neglected  to  fol¬ 
low  a  pradice  I  had  received  lo  much  bene¬ 
fit  from  in  Jamaica.  I  fuffered  feverely ; 
and,  I  believe,  for  this  negled.  In  the 
fpring  of  17739  and  again  in  the  fpring  of 
1774,  I  kept  the  gout  from  becoming  very 
fevere,  by  the  conftant  application  of 
leeches,  wherever  it  appeared,  by  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  my  learned  and  judicious  friend,  Sir 
John  Pringle. 

During  the  firfi;  eighteen  months  of  my 
refidence  in  the  ifland  of  Minorca,  I  was 
not  confined  a  day  by  the  gout ;  having 
had  only  a  flight  touch  of  it  in  one  of  my 
hands,  where  I  permitted  it  to  run  its 
courfe.  I  was  in  hopes  I  had  got  into  a  cli¬ 
mate  that  was  favourable  to  the  gout:  but^ 
about  Chriftmas  1776,  I  had  an  attack  of 
it  in  both  my  feet.  I  foon  got  the  better  of 
it,  by  purfuing  it  with  leeches.  I  was 
much  cenfured  by  fome  of  my  Minorcan 
friends,  for  having  thus  interfered  in  its 
progrefs.  It  returned  in  May  following; 
and  in  compliment  to  my  former  cenfurers, 

I  permitted  it  to  take  its  courfe.  I  had 
\  ,  -v  abundant 
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abundant  caufe  to  repent  of  my  complai- 
fance  :  for  I  was  confined  to  my  bed  for 
upwards  of  two  months,  in  very  great 
pain ;  and  was  fcarcely  able  to  put  a  foot 
to  the  ground  at  the  end  of  three  months. 
The  warm  weather  being  fet  in,  during 
the  latter  part  of  my  confinement,  I  wa$ 
tempted  to  drink  too  much  of  weak  diluting 
liquors :  for  when  I  began  to  fit  up,  my 
legs  and  thighs  became  prefently  oedema- 
tous — my  whole  frame  being  weakened 
more  than  I  had  ever  experienced  before. 

During  this  fit,  the  gout  at  times  vifited 
all  my  limbs.  The  pain  was  lefs,  and  con¬ 
tinued  a  fhorter  time  in  my  hands  and 
elbows,  than  in  my  feet  and  knees.  Was 
this  owing  to  my  hands  and  elbows  being 
more  expofed  to  the  cool  air,  than  the 
lower  extremities,  by  being  oftener  from 
under  the  bed-clothes,  on  account  of  their 
being  employed  in  neceflary  offices,  as  foon 
as  they  became  in  the  leaft  ufeful  ?  My 
right-hand  fuffered  lefs  than  the  left ;  per¬ 
haps  by  its  having  been  more  expofed  to 
the  cold. 
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When  my  right-hand  became  a  little 
tifeful,  and  I  had  fomewhat  recovered  the 
faculty  of  recolle&ion,  of  which  I  had 
been  almoft  totally  deprived  during  feveral 
Weeks,  I  cut  the  nails  of  that  hand  5  and 
though  my  left-hand  continued  ftill  in  pain, 
I  thought  it  was  charity  to  trim  it  a  little. 
I  was  furprifed  on  examining  it,  to  find 
that  the  nails  of  that  hand  had  not  grown 
fo  much  as  thofe  of  the  right-hand.  This 
difference  excited  my  curiofity  concerning 
the  ftate  of  my  toe-nails ;  and  I  found  that 
they  fcarce  wanted  cutting  at  the  end  of  two 
months. 

Having  heard  that  well-experienced  Phy- 
fician.  Sir  Edward  Hulfe,  declare  his  opi¬ 
nion  ftrongly  againft  giving  vomits  in  the 
gout,  I  long  delayed  taking  one,  though  I 
had  frequent  ficknefs  at  my  ftomach,  which 
I  ftill  charged  to  the  gout,  and  not  to  any 
filth  lodged  there.  I  was,  however,  at  the 
end  of  a  month,  obliged  to  take  Tart. 
Emet.  gr.  iij.  in  the  morning  *.  This 

*  The  publiihers  think  i:  proper  to  obferve,  that  the  Au¬ 
thor  of  this  paper  is  of  a  iirong  athletic  conftitution. 
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brought  off  a  furprifing  quantity  of  bile. 
What  came  up  laft,  was  fo  much  fpecifically 
heavier  than  what  had  come  up  before, 
that  it  funk  in  it.  It  was  of  a  dark 
greenifh  colour.  I  have  fince  obferved, 
that  fimilar  bile  being  received  in  a  bafon 
in  which  was  clear  water,  funk  in  the  wa¬ 
ter  as  it  was  brought  from  the  ftomach, 
and  fcarcely  tinged  the  water ;  being  feem- 
ingly  of  a  nature  fo  indiffoluble  in  water. 
The  medicine  operated  well  downwards, 
and  I  was  greatly  relieved  by  thefe  dif- 
charges.  I  did  not,  however,  recover  my 
health  till  I  went  to  Gibraltar,  in  the  au¬ 
tumn. 

In  November  1777,  and  again  in  1778, 
a  tertian  and  the  gout  feized  me  at  the  fame 
time.  As  the  emetic  became  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  in  the  cure  of  the  tertian,  and  as 
the  former  had  had  fo  good  an  effect,  I  no 
longer  dreaded  Sir  Edward  Hulfe’s  prohi¬ 
bition.  Accordingly,  I  took  Tart.  Emet. 
gr.  iij.  in  the  morning,  after  the  fit  of  the 
tertian  was  gone  off;  and  it  brought  up  as 
much  bile  as  at  any  former  time.  When 
aext  free  from  the  fever,  I  took  calomel 
■ :  '  gr-  vj. 
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gr.  vj.  in  a  pill,  with  Pulv.  Jalap;  gr. 
cum  Nitro  bene  trit.  in  order  the  more 
perfe&ly  to  clear  the  primsa  vise.  As  foort 
as  the  next  intermiffion  came  on,  I  had  re- 
courfe  to  the  bark,  of  which  I  took  gij* 
every  two  hours  while  free  from  the  fever, 
till  I  had  taken  two  ounces.  I  made  the 
dofes  thus  large,  becaufe  the  bark  is  not  in 
the  leaft  offenfive  to  my  ftomach.  I  do 
not  advife  others  to*  follow  my  example  in 
taking  fo  large  dofes.  I  was  by  thefe 
means  cleared  of  both  tertian  and  gout. 

In  January,  and  again  in  March  1779 i 
the  gout  threatened  me.  I  repeated  the 
emetic,  purge,  and  bark  both  times,  with 
like  fuccefs ;  each  vomit  bringing  up  great 
quantities  of  bile.  I  had  a  fevere  attack  of 
the  gout  in  one  of  my  knees  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  March  17802  fo  fevere,  that  I  de¬ 
layed  taking  the  vomit  till  the  third  morn¬ 
ing  ;  not  expe&ing  any  good  from  it  in  fd 
violent  and  fixed  a  pain.  On  the  third 
day,  however,  I  determined  to  take  a  vo¬ 
mit  ;  and  this  alfo  purged  me  plentifully. 
I  found  the  pain  and  ftiffnefs  in  my  knee 
abate  within  an  hour  after  the  operation  of 

4  '  the 
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the  vomit  was  over,  I  had  likewife  re- 
courfe  to  the  bark  as  before.  The  next 
day  I  walked  about  pretty  freely ;  and  the 
day  after,  not  lefs  than  three  miles.  In 
the  beginning  of  April  the  gout  returned, 
attended  with  fome  tertian  lymptoms.  I 
again  repeated  the  fame  courfe  as  in  the 
former  attack.  Prefently  after  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  vomit  was  over,  I  found  a  moft 
fenfible  diminution  of  the  pain.  In  thefe 
attacks,  I  applied  no  covering  by  night  or 
day,  but  what  I  ufually  wore.  The  only 
indulgence  I  now  treat  the  gout  with  in  this 
refpedt  is,  not  to  have  any  tight  binding 
on  the  gouty  part.  If  in  the  foot,  I  wear 
a  large  fhoe ;  if  in  the  knee,  I  do  not  gar¬ 
ter  ;  and  if  in  the  hand,  I  put  on  a  large 
glove  in  the  day.  I  have  expofed  a  gouty 
hand  to  a  pretty  fevere  cold,  without  being 
fenfible  of  any  inconvenience  from  fo  do-* 
ing.  The  inflammation  went  on  as  regu¬ 
larly,  and,  I  thought,  with  lefs  pain,  than 
if  carefully  wrapped  up.  A  man  may  try 
experiments  on  himfelf. 

An  ingenious  friend  of  mine,  an  accurate 
obferver  of  every  circumftance  which  can 

throw 
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*hrow  light  on  any  fubjed,  to  whom  I  had 
mentioned  my  treatment  of  the  gout, 
favoured  me  with  the  following  account, 
fpeaking  of  himlelf : 

u  One  night  that  my  foot  gave  me  more 
“  gouty  pain  after  it  was  covered  warm  ill 
tc  bed  than  before,  I  put  it  out  of  bed, 
“  naked ;  and  perceiving  it  was  eafier  then* 
<c  I  let  it  remain  longer  uncovered  than  I 
lt  at  firft  intended ;  till  at  length  I  fell  faft 
*c  afleep,  and  it  remained  in  that  fituatiort 
<c  till  morning.  The  pain  did  not  return, 
<c  and  I  grew  well.  Next  winter,  having 
€t  a  fecond  attack,  I  repeated  the  experi* 
€<  ment ;  not  with  the  like  immediate  fuc- 
“  cefs  in  diminifhing  the  pain  of  the  gout  j 
“  but  conftantly  with  the  effed  of  leflen- 
<c  ing  the  pain,  fo  that  it  permitted  me  to 
c<  deep  every  nigfit.  I'  (hould  mention, 
“  that  it  was  another  perfon  who  gave  me 
“  the  firft  intimation  of  this  pradice.  He 
u  being  in  the  old  opinion,  that  the  gout 
:t  is  to  be  drawn  out  by  tranfpiration,  and 
<(  having  heard  me  fay  that  perfpiration  is 
“  carried  on  more  copioufly  when  the  body 
€t  is  naked,  than  when  it  is  clothed,  put 
.  1  <f  his 
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tc  his  foot  out  of  bed  when  pained  with 
c<  the  gout,  to  increafe  that  difcharge,  and 
“  found  eafe  by  it  5  which  he  thought  a 
“  confirmation  of  the  do&rine.  But  this 
<c  method  requires  to  be  confirmed  by  more 
tc  experiments,  before  one  can  confcien- 
c<  tioufly  recommend  it.  I  give  it  you, 
<c  however,  in  exchange  for  your  receipt 
<c  of  Tartar  Emetic ;  becaufe  the  commerce 
“  of  philofophy,  as  well  as  other  com- 
“  merce,  is  beft  promoted  by  taking  care 
u  to  make  returns.” 

As  vomiting  is  far  from  being  a  pleafant 
operation,  I  have  been  led  to  try  whether 
I  could  not  get  rid  of  bile,  and  of  flight 
touches  of  the  gout,  by  taking  the  fame 
medicines  in  a  different  manner.  On  this 
principle,  I  began  with  a  grain  of  Emetic 
Tartar  with  a  drachm  of  bark,  which  I 
took  going  into  bed,  in  water-gruel,  drink¬ 
ing  after  it  upwards  of  half  a  pint  of  gruel, 
with  which  fome  white  wine  was  mixed. 
I  have,  by  degrees,  increafed  the  dofe  to 
two  grains  of  the  Emetic  Tartar.  I  ge¬ 
nerally  fleep  found  after  taking  it.  It 
feems  in  me,  and  in  others,  to  have  an 
Vol.  VI.  P  anodyne 
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anodyne  quality,  in  procuring  quiet  fleep. 
It  opens  the  body  in  the  morning,  without 
griping;  and  I  find  it  gives  great  relief  in 
flight  touches  of  the  gout.  I  have  tried  it 
in  fevere  fits ;  but  without  fuccefs.  I  have 
thought  that  in  others,  who  could  not  be 

prevailed  upon  to  take  a  vomit,  it  has  ren- 

* 

dered  the  gout  milder,  when  taken  occa- 
fionally  to  keep  the  body  open.  I  have 
given  the  fame  medicine  during  two  or 
three  nights  before  the  time  that  a  relapfe 
maybeexpeded  in  intermitting  fevers,  and 
I  think  with  fuccefs.  I  alfo  gave  it  in  all 
kinds  of  pains,  of  which  we  have  frequent 
inftances  in  Minorca.  I  am  now  fo  much 
pleafed  with  the  Tartar  Emetic,  that  I  fel- 
dom  ufe  Ipecacuanha,  unlefs  in  coughs  or 
afthma,  in  which  a  few  grains  occafion  a 
naufea,  that  promotes  a  difcharge  of  the 
mucus  about  the  fauces,  and  perhaps  in  the 
lungs,  with  lefs  offence  to  the  patient  than 
fquills  do. 

As  the  Tartar  Emetic  affeds  different 
confutations  differently,  it  will  be  advifable 
to  begin  with  a  fmall  dofe;  for  I  have 
known  one  grain  given  thus  bring  on  a 

vomiting* 
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Vomiting,  even  in  grown  perfons;  efpe- 
dally  if  taken  fome  time  before  the  perfon 
goes  into  bed.  The  effedt  of  Emetic  Tar¬ 
tar  in  fmall  dofes,  is,  like  James’s  Powder, 
very  uncertain.  Is  it  the  bark,  or  the  wa¬ 
ter-gruel,  that  renders  the  Emetic  Tartar 
fo  mild  in  its  operation,  when  taken  in  this 
manner  ?  I  think  it  is  the  bark :  for  I 
have  known  a  grain  of  Emetic  Tartar,  given 
even  in  divided  dofes  in  a  watery  vehicle  in 
fevers,  bring  on  a  naufea.  On  being  given 
in  bed,  or  going  into  bed,  does  the  warmth 
of  the  bed  diredt  its  effedts  to  the  fkin;  a 
fweat  bdng  generally  the  confequence  of 
taking  it  ? 

I  do  not  pretend  that  the  pradllce  of 
giving  bark  in  the  gout  is  new.  Many 
phyfical  gentlemen  in  London  mu  ft  have 
known  that  Mr.  Bernard  Bayne,  apothe¬ 
cary  in  Cork-ftreet,  Burlington-garden, 
iipon  the  approach  of  the  gout,  fwallowed, 
as  quick  as  poflible,  as  much  bark  made 
into  pills,  as  his  ftomach  would  bear;  tak¬ 
ing,  at  the  fame  time,  frequent  fmall  dofes 
of  an  opiate,  to  prevent  the  bark  running 
&ff  by  ftool..  He  continued  to  do  this  till 

P  3  every 


212  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries - 

every  appearance  of  the  gout  went  off.  I 
have  known  others  who  have  taken  the 
bark  as  a  prefervative  from  the  gout. 

It  .may  be  faid,  that  the  climate  of  Mi¬ 
norca  is  fo  moderate  as  to  require  lefs  wrap¬ 
ping  up  than  in  England.  It  would  feem 
fo  by  the  thermometer,  which,  on  Fahren¬ 
heit’s  fcale,  feldom  falls^  lower  than  430, 
even  in  the  fhade :  but  the  inhabitants  of 
that  ifland  find  that  their  ftrong  northerly 
winds  feel  as  cold  and  piercing  to  their  bo¬ 
dies,  as  frofty  weather  does  in  England, 
and,  I  believe,  have  as  great  an  effect  on 
them.  This  is  confirmed  by  the  effeds  of 
thofe  winds  on  green  fucculent  vegetables, 
which,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expreffion,  they 
burn  to  a  coal ;  deflroying  the  pulpy  fub- 
ftance  which  compofes  the  mod  confider- 
able  part  of  them.  Thus,  after  thefe 
winds,  all  the  vegetables  appear  black,  as 
if  charred  ;  and  if  mild  fliowers  fall  within 
a  few  days,  all  the  black  fubftance  is  wafiied 
off  the  plants,  and  their  fibrous  contexture 
appears  as  clear  and  diftind  as  if  it  had 
been  bared  by  art.  The  branches  of  trees, 
of  the  growth  of  the  former  furnmer,  are 

thus 
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thus  frequently  killed ;  and  fometimes 
broken  by  the  violent  agitation  communi¬ 
cated  to  them  by  the  whirls  of  the  wind. 

I  have  feen,  in  this  cafe,  the  pulpy  fub- 
ftance  of  the  bark  wafhed  off  by  a  fubfe- 
quent  rain,  which  left  the  fibres  of  the 
bark  perfectly  clean,  and  as  fine  and  foft  as 
any  filk  I  ever  beheld.  We  had  a  remark¬ 
able  inftance  of  the  different  efte&s  of  thefe 
violent  winds,  and  of  froft,  in  February 
1780.  On  the  1 8th,  19th,  and  20th 
of  that  month,  we  had  a  hard  froft:  for 
three  fucceffive  nights:  a  thing  very  pn- 
ufual  in  Minorca.  My  thermometer  was 
at  no  time  lower  than  34°,  though  in  the 
open  airandfhade;  owing,  I  fuppofe,  to 
the  warmth  of  the  walls  of  the  houfes  :  for 
the  foft  Cantoon  fione  of  which  they  are 
built,  fofter  than  the  Bath  fione,  is  eafily 
pervaded  by  heat  and  cold.  The  plants 
did  not  fuffer  in  any  degree  fb  muc  h  by 
this  continued  froft,  as  by  a  violent  ftorm 
of  wind  on  the  22d;  when  my  thermo¬ 
meter,  made  by  Mr.  Dollond,  ftood  at  38°: 
but  the  air  was  fo  loaded  with  fait- water, 
taken  up  from  the  fea  by  the  violence  of 
'  *  P  3  the 
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the  wind,  that,  in  the  morning  of  the  next 
day,  I  collected  dry  fait  on  the  glafs  of  my 
windows  ;  and  on  going  out  I  found  thq 

*  K  •  V  t  .  '  ■ 

plants  covered  with  it,  by  the  direction  of 

the  wind,  which  was  at  north.  We  were 

♦  •  .  »  •  \  .  •  •  . 

at  lead  twelve  miles  didant  from  the  fea. 
This  wind  left  all  the  fucculent  plants  black 
as  a  coal.  To  judge  by  the  latitude  and 
fituation  of  Minorca,  it  would  feem  that  it 
might  be  made  a  nurfery  for  the  plants  of 
more  fouthern  latitudes.  But  thefe  killing 
winds  often  dedroy  the  hardy  plants  of 
northern  climates. 

Supplement  to  the  above  Ohfervations0 
By  the  fame  Author .  Read>  Sept,  g* 
,  1782. 

v  '  N  l  • 

To  Dr.  SAUNDERS. 

\  '  -  , 

TTAVING,  fince  my  arrival  in  Eng«* 
land  in  Auguft  lad,  paffed  a  winter 
and  fpring,  the  feafons  in  which  gouty 
people  are  mod  liable  to  that  diforder,  it 
may  not  be  improper,  as  a  Supplement  to 

what 
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what  I  have  already  mentioned  of  my  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  Gout  whillt  in  Minorca,  to 
give  here  an  additional  account  of  what  has 
happened  to  me,  in  regard  to  that  diforder, 
to  this  time,  June  1781,  when  we  gene¬ 
rally  have  a  refpite  of  fome  months. 

In  September  laft  I  had  frequent  pains 
in  my  knees,  and  they  fwelled  confider- 
ably.  I  took  three  dofes  of  my  ufual 
powder,  viz.  Tart.  Emet.  gr.  ij.  Pul.’Cort. 
Per.  ^ifs.  every  third  night.  The  pains 
went  off,  but  the  fwelling  remained  for 
fome  time. 

About  the  middle  of  November,  I  was 
afflicted  with  a  conftant  tickling  cough, 
which  was  molt  troublefome  in  the  night. 
As  it  appeared  by  my  pulfe,  and  the  cool- 
nefs  of  my  ikin,  that  I  had  little  fever;  and 
as  the  cough  did  not  give  way  to  common 
medicines,  I  judged  it  to  be  gouty,  and 
therefore  took  in  the  morning  Tart.  Emet. 
gr.  iij.  which,  as  ufual,  brought  up  much 
bile  fo  early  as  even  with  the  fecond  a&ion 
of  vomiting.  I  enjoyed  a  good  night  after 
it,  and  found  the  cough  almoU  gone  the 
next  day.  As  the  Emetic  Tartar  had 
'  P  4  *  purged 
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purged  me  abundantly,  I  did  not  think  it 
neceffary  to  take  any  other  purgative ; 
but  took  fome  dofes  of  bark,  which  carried 
off  the  cough  entirely. 

In  the  latter  end  of  December  the  gout 
returned,  more  violent  than  before :  I 
therefore  thought  it  advifable  to  lofe  fome 
blood ;  and  next  morning  repeated  the 
Tart.  Emet.  gr.  iij.  with  like  fuccefs  as 
before,  as  to  the  quantity  of  bile;  and  the 
morning  after,  I  took  Calomel  gr.  vj.  Jalap, 
cum  Nitr.  trit.  gr.  xvM  which  operated  well ; 
and  the  next  day  I  took  an  ounce  of  bark, 
~ij.  at  each  dofe.  The  cough  then  left 
me;  nor  did  it  return,  though  I  went  early 
in  January  into  Suflex,  in  very  difagree- 
able  weather,  and  was  there  obliged  to 
walk  abroad  in  a  thick  frofty  fog,  which 
gave  me  a  very  fevere  cold,  attended  with 
deafnefs,  and  a  conftant  running  at  the 
nofe.  i 

From  that  time  I  felt  very  little  gout  till 
the  beginning  of  March,  when  it  feized  my 
left  hand.  Being  obliged  to  go  a  little 
way  out  of  town  that  day,  I  put  on  a  very 
warm  glove.  On  my  return  I  was  in  vio¬ 
lent 
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lent  pain,  and  had  no  fleep  during  the 
night.  The  pain  became  ealier  when  I 
got  out  of  bed  in  the  morning.  I  kept  a 
piece  of  thin  flannel  about  my  hand  during 
the  day,  and,  for  reafons  mentioned  in  my 
former  paper,  permitted  it  to  take  its 
courfe.  The  pain  held  me  for  three  days ; 
but  as  it  abated  in  my  hand,  I  felt  a  pain 
in  one  of  my  knees.  This  alarmed  me, 
left  the  gout  might  take  the  round  of  all 
my  limbs.  In  order  to  prevent  this  mif- 
fortune,  if  poffible,  I  next  morning  had 
recourfe  to  my  ufual  emetic,  which,  with 
bark,  carried  off  all  the  fymptoms. 

About  the  middle  of  April,  the  gout 
came  into  my  right-hand.  During  the  firft 
night,  I  was  in  fo  much  pain,  and  fo  reft- 
lefs,  that  1  refolved  to  get  out  of  bed  at 
two  o’clock  in  the  morning;  my  hand  be¬ 
ing  covered  with  a  thin  flannel,  as  before. 
I  foon  found  the  hand  eafier,  and  a  ftrong 
inclination  to  fleep.  I  thereupon  returned 
into  bed,  clothed  as  I  was;  and  imputing 
the  eafe  I  felt  to  my  coolnefs  when  out  of 
bed,  I  laid  my  gouty  hand  at  a  diftance 
from  my  body,  and  enjoyed  a  found  fleep 
1  of 
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of  four  hours.  A  confiderable  pain  re* 
mained  all  the  day ;  but  on  going  into  bed 
naked  at  night,  and  laying  my  hand  again 
in  contad  with  my  body,  the  pain  foon 
became  fo  violent  as  to  oblige  me  once 
more  to  get  out  of  bed  at  midnight ;  and 
in  an  hour  I  found  my  hand  fo  much  ea- 
fier,  that  I  went  into  bed  clothed  as  in  the 
former  night,  and  again  enjoyed  a  com¬ 
fortable  fleep.  From  this  time,  I  did  not 
go  naked  into  bed  till  the  gout  went  off, 
as  it  did  in  a  few  days.  As  foon  as  the 
inflammation  abated,  f  took,  at  bed-time. 
Tart.  Emet.  gr.  ij.  Pul.  Cort,  gifs.,  as  the 
mildeft  purge  I  know,  and  repeated  it  three 
times  at  the  diftance  of  two  nights  between 
each.  I  am  now,  June  15,  178 1,  as  free 
from  gout  and  pain  as  I  ever  exped  to  be, 
confidering  the  weaknefs  of  my  knees  and 
ankles,  the  confequence  of  the  long  and 
fevere  fit  I  had  in  Minorca. 

^  • 

I  think  I  may,  from  what  has  happened 
to  me  during  this  laft  fit,  and  from  feveral 
circumftances  which  occurred  in  former 
fits,  draw  this  conclufion,  that  it  is  evident 
that  coolnefs  abates  the  violent  pain  in  the 

g°ut3 
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gout,  and,  in  my  opinion,  fhortens  the 
duration  of  it. 

It  has  been  objected  to  this  method  of 
cure,  that  it  is  only  a  palliative  I  grant 
it.  The  bark  often  proves  only  palliative 
in  intermittents ;  but  we  do  not  therefore 
reject  it.  The  fame  may  be  laid  of  other 

remedies.  That  there  is  tii t h  of  fome  kind 

►  -*  r  ;  ■ 

or  other,  call  it  what  you  will,  in  the  ho-* 
tnach  and  bowels  before  an  attack  of  the 
gout,  is  pretty  evident,  from  trie  unea finefs 
and  pain  felt  in  them,  as  well  as  the  lofs  of 
appetite  ufually  experienced  before  fucli  at¬ 
tack.  It  can  fcarcely  be  difputed,  that  this 
filth  fhould  be  dilcharged.  The  means 
which  I  ufe  for  that  purpofe  are,  I  ac¬ 
knowledge,  a  little  violent:  but  w ho  will 
compare  that  violence,  with  the  long  and 
extreme  pains  which  a  protra&ed  fit  of  the 
gout  may  be  attended  with  ?  I  rather  take 
to  myfelf  fome  degree  of  merit  in  pavhig 
the  way,  by  my  example,  to  the  free  ufe 
of  emetics,  and  a  thorough  clearance  of  the 
primas  vise,  in  the  gout. 

I  have  been  afked,  Whether  it  is  nor 
better  to  allow  the  goat  to  advance  to  a 

complete 
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complete  paroxyfm,  whereby/the  habit  is 
generally  cleared  from  the  fomes  morbi,* 
and  remains  clear  for  months  or  years?  I 
can  only  fay,  in  anfwer  to  this  queftion, 
that  I  find  my  conftitution  incomparably 
lefs  hurt  by  the  means  I  ufe,  than  it  ufu- 
ally  was  by  the  long,  painful,  and  tedious 
confinement  of  the  complete  par  oxyfmsl  have 
fuffered.  Befides,  Who  that  has  a  chance 
qf  it,  would  not  wifli  to  be  mafter  of  him- 
felf  and  of  his  time  ?  Thofe  who  fee  and 
know  me,  do  not,  I  believe,  obferve  in  me 
any  figns  of  a  vitiated  habit  of  body. 
However,  that  I  may  in  fome  degree  com¬ 
ply  with  common  opinion,  as  mentioned 
in  my  former  paper,  I  generally  permit 
the  gout  to  run  its  courfe  unmolefted  in  my 
hands  :  there,  it  does  not  confine  me,  nor 
difqualify  me  for  the  common  actions  of 
life. 

I  do  not  call  a  fit  of  the  gout  a  paro- 
xyfm ;  for  there  are  feveral  paroxyfms  in  the 
fit,  each  of  which  is  ufhered  in  with  a 
rigor,  ficknefs  at  ftomach,  and  fubfequent 
heat.  In  this,  the  gout  bears  a  refem- 
blance  to  an  irregular  intermittent,  at  leaft 

/  to 
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to  a  remitting  fever :  and  hence,  perhaps, 
the  efficacy  of  the  bark  in  removing  the 
gout.  I  am,  with  fincere  efteem. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  Servant, 

*  ■  ■■  •  1  *1  ..  ■  j 
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XXL  Dangerous  Effects  from  eating  d 
Quantity  of  ripe  Berries  of  Bel  lad  on  na* 
in  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Brum  well,  Sur~ 
geon  in  the  Suflex  Militia.  Read, 
OcJ.  1 6,  1 7  Bo* 


To  Dr.  BROCKLESBY. 


ON  Sunday  Auguft  13,  1780,  fix 

foldiers  of  the  Suflex  Militia,  walk¬ 
ing  on  Boxhill  in  Surrey,  accidentally  met 
with  fome  ripe  berries  ffolanum  furiofum), 
which  they  did  not  fuppofe  to  be  at  all  in¬ 
jurious,  and  therefore  eat  freely.  Two  of 
them,  viz.  Card  and  Charman,  eat  two‘ 
or  three  handfuls ;  which,  from  their  own 
accounts,  might  be  fifty  or  fixty.  They 
all,  foon  after,  had  a  forenefs  and  drynefs 
in  their  throats.  They  attempted  to  eat 
fome  bread  and  cheefe.  but  could  not  fwal- 
low  it.  They  were  not  much  alarmed 
about  the  forenefs  in  their  throats,  and 
therefore  did  not  apply  to  me  that  night. 
About  fix  o’clock  the  next  morning  I  was? 
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fent  for,  and  found  Card  and  Charman 
both  delirious,  with  the  pupils  of  their 
eyes  exceedingly  dilated.  They  began  to 
complain  foon  after  they  got  to  bed,  and 
were  delirious  the  whole  night.  I  imme¬ 
diately  gave  each  of  them  vomits  of  Ipecac* 
gr.  x.  Tart.  Emetic,  gr.  iij.  but  this  had 
no  effed.  An  hour  afterwards  I  gave 
them  each  Ipecac,  gr.  xij.  more,  which  in 
about  half  an  hour  had  the  defired  effed. 
They  both  threw  up  quantities  of  the 
feeds,  but  particularly  Card,  who  vomited 
a  great  quantity  of  them.  After  this  I 
gave  them  both  ftrong  purgatives,  which 
in  Charman  began  to  operate  on  the  Mon-g 
day  evening  pretty  brifkly ;  and  about 
twelve  o’clock  that  night  he  grew  tole¬ 
rably  fentible,  after  having  flept  an  hour  or 
two.  He  flept  very  well  the  remainder  of 
the  night,  and  fince  that  has  been  perfedly 
well.  Card  did  not  recover  fo  faft;  the 
purgative  did  not  operate  fo  foon,  for  he 
had  no  (tool,  except  by  clyfter,  till  the  fuc- 
ceeding  evening.  He  continued  delirious 
till  the  Wednefday,  and  then,  after  hav« 
mg  two  or  three  ftools,  and  a  little  fleep, 

he 
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he  became  more  fenfiblc..  On  the  Wed- 
nefday  I  repeated  the  Emetics,  and  Card 
vomited  great  quantities  of  the  feeds,  but, 
after  that,  recovered  very  faft.  The  other 
four,  after  taking  a  vomit,  found  no  in¬ 
convenience,  except  one,  who  had  a  vio¬ 
lent  pain  in  his  ftomach,  for  which  I  bled 
him ;  the  pain  foon  abated,  and  he  pre- 
fently  recovered.  The  dilatation  of  their 
pupils  gradually  went  off  as  they  recover¬ 
ed.  They  all  complained  of  great  weak- 
nefs  the  day  after  they  eat  thefe  berries, 
and  that  they  could  fcarce  fee  ;  which,  from 
the  dilatation  of  their  pupils,  may  be  fup- 
pofed.  They  are  all  now  perfectly  reco¬ 
vered,  without  any  paralytic  fymptoms. 

Wm  BRUMWELL, 
Surgeon  to  Suflex  Regiment# 

London, 

Sept.  4,  1780, 


In  the  autumn  of  the  fame  year,  1780, 
after  this  accident  happened  to  the  militia 
men  near  Boxhill  in  Surrey,  the  following 
paragraph  appeared  in  the  daily  papers  of 
London ; 


u  On 
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u  On  Monday  laft  Anne  Jeffrey  and 
u  Mary  Wells,  two  poor  women  belong- 
“  ing  to  Cambridge,  who  had  been  in  the 
u  fields  to  glean,  were  found  by  the  road 
<c  fide  in  a  kind  of  ftupor,  by  a  gentleman 
<c  who  was  returning  home.  On  enquiry, 
u  it  appeared  they  had  been  ignorantly 

“  eating  the  berries  of  the  deadly  night- 

/ 

“  fhade.  The  gentleman  very  humanely 
brought  the  poor  women  to  Mr.  Hoff- 
<c  man,  Chemift  on  the  Peafe-hill,  who 
“  immediately  applied  proper  remedies, 
<c  and  both  the  women  are  now  perfectly 
<c  recovered. 

u  Many  inftances  might  be  given  of  the 
tc  fatal  effeds  of  this  plant.  Two  young 
“  Englifh  gentlemen,  travelling  in  France, 
<c  and  being  thirfty,  were  tempted  by  the 
“  inviting  appearance  of  .the  berry,  of 
*c  which  they  imprudently  eat,  which 
“  brought  on  an  immediate  ftupor,  and 
“  occafioned  their  death.  Two  ftudents 
K  in  the  Botanic  Garden  at  Leyden,  alfo 
“  eat  of  the  berries  of  the  nightfhade;  one 
“  of  them  died  the  next  day,  the  other, 
Vol.  VI.  '  "  with 
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44  with  great  difficulty,  was  recovered. 

44  About  feven  years  ago,  a  labourer  who 
44  was  at  work  in  Trinity  College,  igno- 
44  randy  eat  a  plant  of  the  nightfhade  by 
44  way  of  fallad,  but  fortunately  applied  to 
44  Mr.  Hoffman,  by  whom  he  was  cured. 
44  The  method  of  cure,  recommended  by 
44  Mr.  Hoffman,  is  to  give  a  vomit  as  foon 
44  as  poffible,  then  to  drink  vinegar  or  le- 
44  mon  juice,  about  a  pint  diluted  in  an 
44  equal  quantity  of  water,  in  the  courfe  of 
if  the  day,  and  to  walk  the  patient  about 
44  to  prevent  fleep,  which  would  be  fatal. 

44  For  the  information  of  our  readers,  we 
lt  add  a  botanical  defcription  of  the  plant. 

<c  Belladonna,  deadly  nightfhade,  or 
44  dwale :  ftem  ered,  forked,  branched, 

44  three  or  four  feet  high;  leaves  oval,  . 
44  entire,  large,  hairy,  foft,  pointed;  fiow- 
44  ers  dead  purple,  numerous,  on  pedicles 
44  from  the  alae  of  the  leaves,  fingle ;  fruit, 

44  when  ripe,  a  large  black  gloffy  berry; 

44  it  grows  in  woods,  hedges,  &c.  and  is 
44  ripe  in  June,  July,  and  Auguft.  The 
Italians  give  the  name  of  belladonna  to 

<c  this 
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u  this  plant,  becaufe  the  ladies  in  Italy 
“  make  ufe  of  a  water  diftilled  from  the 
4C  nightfhade  as  a  cofmetic ;  and  the  minia- 
6i  ture  painters  prepare  from  the  fruit  a 
<f  moft  beautiful  green  colour.” 


The  authentieity  of  the  above  Narrative 
has  been  confirmed  by  the  following  Letter: 

To  Dr.  BROCKLESBY. 

SIR, 

T  Published  the  paragraph  you  mention 
*  relative  to  the  belladonna,  or  folanum 
lethale,  and  inclofe  to  you  the  fame,  taken 
from  a  news-paper,  which  I  referved  by 
me.  In  order  to  make  a  further  experi¬ 
ment,  I  took  fix  ounces  of  fome  frefh  root, 
and  boiled  it  in  twelve  ounces  of  water, 
till  reduced  to  fix  ounces  ;  then  gave  it, 
mixed  with  an  equal  quantity  of  milk,  to 
a  dog.  In  an  hour,  or  thereabout,  the  dog 
began  to  bark  and  groan,  and  to  be  uneafy. 

Shortly 
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Shortly  after  a  ftupefa&ion  fucceeded :  the 
dog  lay  down  quite  infenfible,  and  fo  con¬ 
tinued  at  the  time  I  wrote  you  this  anfwer. 
What  further  effects  it  will  have  on  the 
dog,  (hall  be  communicated  to  you  in  a 
future  letter. 

I  poftponed  fending  the  above  account, 
from  a  defire 'of  feeing  the  event,  in  order 
to  communicate  to  you  every  circumftance. 
I  adminiftered  to  the  dog  the  deco&ion  at 
ten  minutes  paft  one,  P.  M.  At  feven 
o’clock  I  roufed  him  up;  he  began  to  walk, 
ftriking  his  head  againft  any  thing  that 
happened  in  his  way.  At  eight  o’clock 
he  was  in  a  kind  of  delirium.  At  ten  he 
was  not  fo  fleepy ;  I  made  him  walk  in  the 
room.  At  eleven  he  eat  a  little  milk  and 
bread.  I  then  left  him.  Next  morning 
I  found  him  dull  and  heavy ;  towards  the 
afternoon  he  became  better,  and  is  now  in 
a  fair  way  of  recovery.  I  fuppofe,  had  the 
dog  fwallowed  the  whole  of  the  deco&ion, 
he  would  have  died ;  but,  on  pouring  it 
down  his  throat  through  a  tunnel,  the  half, 
or  nearly  fo,  was  loft.  Before  I  conclude 

my 
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my  letter,  I  beg  leave  to  trouble  you  with 
a  fhort  account  of  the  lingular  effe&s  of 
camphor  upon  animals: 

I  gave  to  a  large  greyhound  two  drachms 
of  camphor,  in  a  ball  of  hogs-lard.  T  hree 
quarters  of  an  hour  after,  the  dog  began 
to  look  wild  and  furious,  lolled  out  his 
tongue,  worked  in  his  flanks,  as  if  excef- 
fively  fatigued.  I  found  the  nervous  parts 
fo  violently  contracted,  their  rigidity  fo 
great,  that  the  dog,  when  attempting  to 
walk,  inftead  of  advancing,  recoiled  back¬ 
wards,  dragging  his  forelegs  after  him,  as 
if  he  dreaded,  by  going  forwards,  to  fall 
down  a  precipice:  he  then  fell  into  con- 
vullions.  After  a  little  time  he  got  up, 
began  to  walk,  flriking  his  head  againft 
any  thing  that  happened  in  his  way ; 
trembling  and  tottering  as  if  intoxicated. 
When  1  offered  him  lbme  water  to  drink, 
notwithftanding  he  appeared  very  thirfty, 
he  refufed  it.  The  lymptoms  refembled 
the  hydrophobia.  In  about  twenty-four 
hours,  every  appearance  of  madnefs  gra¬ 
dually  fubfided,  and  left  the  dog  in  a  quite 


A 
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weak  and  feeble  condition  $  but  afterwards 
he  recovered  gradually.  I  am, 

SIR,  ; 

Your  obedient  humble  fervant, 

JOHN  HOFFMAN. 

Cambridge, 

Jan.  27,  1782* 
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XXII  Cafe  of  a  Feather  or  Pen ,  twelve 
Inches  in  Length,  which  was fortunately 
extracted  from  the  Oefophagus  of  a  Alan 
•who  had  put  it  into  his  I  hr  oat  to  excite 
vomiting ,  and  had  let  it  Jlip  down .  In  a 
Letter  from  Air.  King  in  Dublin,  to  Dr. 
Cleghorne.  Communicated  by  Dr.  Cleg- 
horne  to  Dr.  W.  Hunter.  Ready 
May  5,  1783. 

To  Dr.  CLEGHORNE. 

Dear  Sir,  x 

I  SEND  you  a  feather  or  pen,  twelve 
inches  in  length,  which  was  fortu¬ 
nately  extra&ed  from  the  odophagus  of  a 
man  who  had  put  it  into  his  throat  to  excite 
vomiting,  and  had  let  it  flip  down.  As 
this  cafe  is  nearly  fimilar  to  that  of  yours, 
inferted  in  the  third  Volume  of  The  Lon¬ 
don  Obfervations ,  I  think  you  are  juftly 
intitled  to  this  Hiftory,  which  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

Late  one  night  in  the  month  of  Sep¬ 
tember  laft,  a  fervant  of  an  eminent  mer- 

0^4  chant 
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chant  in  my  neighbourhood  brought  me  a 
note  from  his  matter,  requefting  I  would 
try  to  relieve  him  from  the  diftrefs  he  was 
in  by  fwallowing  a  pen,  which  he  could 
not  by  any  means  get  up.  Upon  inquiring 
how  this  accident  happened,  the  poor  fel¬ 
low  told  me,  that  about  twelve  o’clock  at 
noon  he  grew  very  fick  in  his  ftomach, 
with  an  inclination  to  vomit  5  and  to  help 
him  to  puke  more  eafily,  he  went  into  his 
matter’s  compting-houfe,  took  a  pen  from 
the  defk,  and  thruft  the  feather-end  down 
his  throat ;  that  it  had  flipped  from  his 
fingers,  and  that  he  had  tried  in  vain  to 
get  it  up :  that  to  help  its  paflage  down¬ 
wards,  he  had  taken  jalap  and  Glauber’s 
falts  in  large  quantities,  and  would  have 
taken  more,  but  the  Apothecary  to  whom 
he  applied  refufed  to  give  him  more. 
Thefe  medicines  had  caufed  him  to  puke 
violently ;  and  in  one  of  the  efforts  to  vo¬ 
mit  he  had  felt  the  pen,  but  could  not  get 
a  fufficient  hold  of  it  to  bring  it  up. 
When  he  came  to  me  I  was  at  home  and 
alone  ;  and  while  I  prepared  what  I  thought 
I  might  want,  I  fent  for  two  or  three  young 

Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty  in  my  neigh¬ 
bourhood  to  come  to  my  afliftance;  but 
none  of  them,  at  that  time,  being  in  the 
way,  I  refolved  to  do  what  was  in  my 
power  for  him.  I  firft  tried  with  my  fin¬ 
ger,  whether  I  could  feel  the  pen,  but  I 
could  not ;  fo  that  I  had  no  expe&ation  of 
relieving  him  by  forceps,  or  any  other  in- 
ftrument  than  the  whalebone  probe ;  and, 
recolle&ing  the  one  you  ufed  on  a  like  oc- 
calion,  had  firings  through  the  fpunge, 
left  it  might  at  any  time  fall  off:  that  you 
attributed  your  fuccefs  to  the  firings  en¬ 
tangling  with  the  feather.  I  put  a  thread 
through  the  fpunge  of  that  I  was  going  to 
ufe,  hoping  I  might  be  lucky  enough  to 
bring  it  up  thereby.  I  then  paffed  it  into 
the  fauces,  and  down  the  gullet,  and  twill¬ 
ing  it  to  engage  it  with  the  feather,  I  drew 
it  up,  but  without  fuccefs.  This  opera¬ 
tion  fo  aifturbed  his  ftomach,  that  he 
threw  up  a  large  bafon-fui!  of  its  contents. 
When  he  had  recovered  a  little,  I  made  a 
fecond  attempt,  but  with  no  better  fuccefs* 
I  then  let  him  reft  awhile ;  and  in  the 
mean  time,  one  of  the  Gentlemen  whom  I 

had 
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had  fent  for  coming  in,  encouraged  me  to 
a  third  trial,  which  I  made  as  the  two  pre~ 
ceding,  twilling  the  whalebone  in  putting 
it  down,  and  while  it  was  down,  and 
drawing  it  gently  up,  keeping  the  fpnnge 
to  the  fide  where  he  faid  the  feather  lay. 
As  foon  as  I  had  drawn  the  inftrument  out 
of  his  mouth,  he  haftily  put  his  finger  and 
thumb  into  his  throat,  catched  hold  of  the 
pen,  which  he  found  had  been  raifed  high 
enough  to  afford  him  a  gripe  of  it,  and' 
threw  it  on  the  floor.  1  need  not  tell  you 
the  fatisfadion  l  felt  at  feeing  this  deliver¬ 
ance  ;  and,  I  believe,  it  is  unneceflary  to 
defcribe  the  joy  of  my  patient,  who  was 
happily  relieved  from  fo  difagreeable  and 
dangerous  an  accident.  I  will  not  pretend 
to  fay  whether  the  firings  or  fpunge  were 
inflrumental  in  bringing  it  upj  but  it  is 
more  than  probable  that  both  had  their 
ihare  in  raifing  it.  By  ading  on  the  fea¬ 
ther  when  coming  up  againft  the  grain 
(if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expreffion),  they 
brought  it  high  enough  for  the  man  him- 
felf  to  take  hold  of  it.  I  was  afraid,  frona 
its  lying  fo  long,  and  from  fo  often  palling 

6  the 
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the  whalebone,  an  inflammation  or  exco¬ 
riation  of  the  parts  might  enfue;  but  no¬ 
thing  of  thefe  happened.  The  poor  fellow 
called  on  me  the  next  day  to  thank  me, 
and  to  let  me  know  how  well  he  was. 

I  think  this  cafe  will  be  a  proper  fequel 
to  yor  s ;  I  therefore  fend  it  to  you,  re- 
quefli ng  you  will  tranfmit  it  to  the  Gentle¬ 
men  who  compile  The  London  Obfervations  1 
by  which  you  will  much  oblige, 

S  I  R, 

Your  moft  obedient, 

and  very  humble  Servant, 

SAM.  CROKER  KING. 

Jarvis  Street,  Dublin, 

Feb.  6,  1781. 
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XXIII.  Cafe  of  a  difeafed  Kidney .  In  a 
Letter  from  Mr.  Pearfon  of  Doncafter, 
to  Dr .  Gilbert  Blane.  Ready  Sept.  2, 
1782- 

I 

To  Dr.  GILBERT  BLANE. 

•  * 

Dear  Sir, 

AS  you  informed  me  that  feveral  of  our 
medical  friends  in  London  were  of 
opinion  that  the  cafe,  I  lent  for  your  peru- 
fal  jfome  months  ago,  was  deferving  of  a 
place  in  the  Philofophical  TranfudlionSy  or 
in  fome  other  public  record;  I  take  this 
opportunity  of  defiring  you  to  do  me  the 
honour  of  prefenting  an  abridged  account  of 
it  to  the  Royal  Society,  through  the  chan¬ 
nel  you  think  proper.  I  am, 

Dear  Sir, 

With  great  efteem, 

Yours  fi  nee  rely, 

GEORGE  PEARSON, 

» • 

Doncafter, 

July  25,  1779. 

April 
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April  i,  1778.  Robert  Barton,  aged 
four  years  and  a  half,  the  fon  of  a  labourer 
in  Doncafter,  a  boy  of  a  delicate  yet  healthy 
conftitution,  about  fifteen  months  ago, 
without  any  previous  fymptom  of  difeafe, 
began  to  be  affeded  with  pains  of  the  belly, 
efpecially  in  the  lower  part,  and  in  the 
epigaftrium.  This  complaint  returned  pret¬ 
ty  frequently  during  the  fix  months  fol¬ 
lowing  ;  and  after  continuing  for  the  fpace 
of  one,  two,  three,  or  four  days,  went  off, 
and  the  boy  appeared  in  his  ufual  health. 
Thefe  pains  were  not  attended  with,  or 
fucceeded  by,  vomiting,  purging,  coftive- 
nefs,  or  any  other  fymptom  of  difeafe. 

Nine  months  ago,  the  lower  part  of  the 
abdomen  was  obferved  to  be  fwoln  and 
hard  ;  and  two  tumors,  which  were  faid  to 
refemble  hens  eggs,  appeared  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  right  ilium.  Since  this  time 
the  whole  abdomen  has  gradually  increafed 
in  bulk,  to  the  date  of  the  cafe,  when  he 
became  my  patient. 

I  found  the  whole  abdomen  fwoln  to  an 
enormous  fize,  and  extremely  tenfe,  but 
more  fwoln  on  the  right  fide  of  it  than 

on 
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on  the  left.  The  right  fide  of  the  hy- 
pogaftrium  was  particularly  hard,  and 
more  fwelled,  and  hung  down  lower  than, 
that  of  the  left.  No  flu&uation  could  be 
perceived,  nor  any  tranfparency  obferved 
on  oppofing  the  body  to  a  ftrong  light. 
The  lumbar  region,  near  the  falfe  ribs, 
was  much  fwelled  and  hard.  The  circum¬ 
ference  of  the  abdomen  was  thirty-three 
inches  a  little  above  the  umbilicus. — Had 
little  difficulty  of  refpiration  when  in  an 
horizontal  pofture,  and  no  change  of  pofi- 
tion  in  the  tumor. — Had  pains  lately  in 
the  epigaftrium  and  lower  part  of  the  ab¬ 
domen  ;  but  no  pain  at  prefent,  or  pro¬ 
duced  by  preffing  the  parts. — Had,  a  month 
ago,  oedematous  fwellings  of  the  inferior 
extremities,  which  were  carried  off  by 
purging  medicines  adminiftered  for  the 
worms,  but  have  now  returned, — Tongue 
fometimes  furred. — Has  natural  difcharge$ 
by  ftool,  but  is  remarkably  infenfible  to 
the  operation  of  purgatives. — Urine  dimi- 
niflied  of  late,  fometimes  to  two  ounces  a 
day. — Eight  months  ago  evacuated  fome 
blackiffi  urine. — Pulfe  very  frequent  and 

pretty 
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pretty  flrong.— Hot,  thirfty,  and  flufhings 
at  times  fince  illnefs,  efpecially  after  din¬ 
ner;  but  no  cold  or  chilly  fits,  or  night- 
fweats. — Appetite  in  general  good.— Slept 
well,  fometimes  more  than  natural.— Had 
loftfome  fiefh  and  the  upper  extremities  ap¬ 
peared  emaciated,  but  he  had  not  the  look  of 
ficknefs  in  his  countenance. — Could  walk 
abroad,  except  when  the  feverifh  fymp- 
toms  or  pains  came  on,  at  which  times  he 
was  obliged  to  lie  in  bed. 

Till  the  fwelling  of  the  abdomen  was 
very  confiderable,  I  found  the  difeafe  had 
been  treated  as  a  worm  cafe;  and  a  great 
quantity  of  medicines,  with  that  view,  had 
been  adminiftered ;  but  without  carrying 
off  any  worms,  or  having  any  effect  on 
the  tumor  of  the  abdomen. 

He  had  difcharged  one  round  worm  fince 
his  illnefs,  but  not  been  previoufly  fubjed  to 
worms. — Breath  was  faid  to  be  foetid  fome- 
times  in  a  morning,  and  that  he  had  dif¬ 
charged  fome  whitilh  urine. — Had  picked 
his  nofe  much,  and  his  lips  had  been  dry 
and  cracked. — Startings  now  and  then  in 
his  fleep. — No  other  fymptoms  of  worms. 

Never 
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Never  had  the  jaundice. — No  pains  of  the 
right  fhoulder. — Had  received  no  fall  or 
blow  on  his  fide. — It  was  obferved  that  he 
grew  in  ftature  confiderably  during  illnefs ; 
and  that  he  laid  generally  on  the  left  fide. 

On  a  fuppofition  that  the  tumor  of  the 
abdomen  depended  upon  water  contained 
In  veficles,  or  under  fome  other  circum- 
ftances  which  prevented  a  fluduation,  or 
the  other  figns  of  the  afcites  being  evident, 
as  well  as  on  fome  folid  fubftance ;  a  trial 
was  made  of  fquills  and  tartar  emetic,  and 
afterwards  of  cryftals  of  tartar,  but  with¬ 
out  any  effed  on  the  difeafe. 

The  cryftals  of  tartar,  though  taken  to 
the  quantity  of  one  ounce  a  day,  or  more, 
for  above  a  month,  fcarcely  proved  purga¬ 
tive  a  fingle  day;  and  produced  no  appa¬ 
rent  effed,  but  increafing  the  difcharge  of 
urine,  and  carrying  off  the  oedematous 
fwellings  of  the  legs. 

The  abdomen  increafed  in  bulk  after  fome 
weeks,  and  was  a  full  yard  in  circumfer¬ 
ence  round  the  umbilicus.  The  other* 
fymptoms  continued  as  before  related.  As 
an  obfcure  fluduation  was  imagined  to  be 

perceived 
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perceived  in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdo¬ 
men,  a  puncture  was  made  with  the  trocar, 
but  without  evacuating  any  watery  fluid. 

Very  confiderable  dofes  of  calomel  and 
gamboge  were  like  wife  taken  for  feveral 
weeks,  without  producing  their  ufual  pur¬ 
gative,  or  any  other'  effeds,  The  patient 
was  then  abandoned  to  the  natural  confe- 
quences  of  his  difeafe,  and  I  remained  only 
a  fpedator  of  its  progrefs,  ' 

So  many  of  the  fund  ions  were  not  af- 

« ■  .  *  / 

feded  as  might  have  been  expeded.  The 
irregular  fever  continued,  as  well  as  the 
pains  of  the  parts  above-mentioned  ;  which, 
fymptoms  fometimes  were  fo  diflrefling  as 
to  confine  the  patient  to  his  cradle:  at  other 
times  he  could  walk  abroad,  flept  well,  ap¬ 
petites  and  excretions  natural,,  was  cheer¬ 
ful,  and  in  all  refpeds  eafy,  but  for  the 
weight  of  the  abdomen.  His  pulfe  varied 
from  no  to  130,  and  fometimes  to  140 

ftrokes  in  a  minute. 

* 

The  abdomen  became  more  tumid  above 

( 

the  umbilicus,  and  harder  in  general. 
About  three  months  before  death  he  weighed 
fifty-five  pounds  and  eleven  ounces;  and  a 
Vol/VI,'  '  R  month 


$42  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries . 

month  before  that  event,  upwards  of  fixty 
three  pounds. 

In  the  latter  ftages  of  the  difeafe  he  com¬ 
plained  much  of  pain  in  the  arms  and  neck. 
The  veins  of  the  abdomen  and  thorax  were 
exceedingly  diftended  and  enlarged;  he  had 
oedematous  legs  and  thighs,  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  emaciated,  and  unable  to  get  out  of 
bed.  He  died  the  9th  of  September,  1778c, 
The  day  before  his  death  he  was  feized  with 
a  cough  and  difficulty  of  refpiration,  which 
fymptoms  ceafed  in  the  night. 

With  the  affiftanee  of  MefTr's.  Becher  and 
Cayley,  furgeons  in  this  place,  I  examined 
the  body  of  the  above  patient. 

1 

On  expofing  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen 
to  view,  the  whole  right  fide  of  it  appeared 
completely  filled  with  a  large  fubftance, 
confifting  of  feveral  lobes,  wffiich  fpread 
over* and  amongft  the  inteftines,  towards 
the  left  fide.  After  detaching  thi3  great 
mats  of  matter,  it  was  found  to  be  the  right 
kidney,  enlarged  to  an  enormous  fize,  and 
in  a  difeafed  fiate. 

This  enlarged  kidney  was  covered  with 
a  membrane.  It  was  of  an  irregular  figure, 

was 
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was  in  Tome  parts  of  a  firm  and  clofe  con- 
fiftence,  and  in  others  of  a  loofe  texture, 
with  cells  and  cavities  filled  with  a  flimy 
fluid,  or  cheefy  matter.  It  had,  in  every  re- 
fped,  an  appearance  totally  different  front 
this  organ  in  a  natural  ftate.  The  whole 
kidney,  after  the  fluids  were  difcharged,  by 
cutting  into  different  parts  of  it,  weighed 
fixteen  pounds  and  ten  ounces. 

The  left  kidney,  and  other  contents  of 
the  abdomen,  were  in  a  natural  ftate* 

From  the  books  I  have  confulted,  and  the 

X 

enquiries  I  have  made  amongft  fome  of  the 
greateft  anatomifts,  and  phyficians  of  the 
mod  extenfive  pradice,  I  am  inclined  to 
believe  the  difeafe  above  defcribed  is  an 
extremely  rare  occurrence,  or  at  leaf!  ha$ 
been  very  rarely  obferved.  Sauvages,  in 
his  Nofologia  Methodica,  .names  the  dis¬ 
order  Phyfconia  Renalis  ;  and  gives  fome 
examples  of  it  from  authors. 

The  only  inftance  I  have  heard  of,  that 
has  occurred  to  modern  praditioners,  is 
a  cafe  that  happened  in  the  Infirmary  at 
Edinburgh,  about  two  years  ago,  which 
for.  Alexander  Monro  did  me  the  honour 

R  2  of 
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of  communicating  in  a  letter  to  me  a  few 
months  ago*.  I  have  alfo  lately  received 
a  more  particular  account  of  this  cafe  from 
Dr.  Charles  Webfterf,  phyfician  to  the 

Medical  Difpenfary  at  Edinburgh. 

\  .  The 

*  te  Dear  Sir, 

<c  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  very  full  and  diftlnft 
“  account  of  the  cafe  of  Robert  Burton.  One  fimilar  to  it 
“  occurred  about  two  years  ago  in  our  infirmary.  The  p^- 
“  tient  was  adult,  and  her  kidney  weighed  forty-five  pounds  j 
**  and  on  the  fufpicion  that  water  occafioned  a  principal  part 
“  of  the  bulk,  a  pun&ure  was  made  with  a  trocar,  but  in  vain* 
“  From  the  foftnefs  of  tumors  containing  water  ;  the’ 
#<  fmoothnefs  of  the  whole,  or  of  the  parts  which  compofe 
**  them ;  their  indolence  and  fluctuation  felt  when  they  are 
“  (truck,  I  apprehend  they  may,  with  little  or  no  exception, 
“  be  diftinguilhed  from  the  other  cafes. 

“  In  the  cafe  you  defcribe,  nothing  better  could  have  been 
“  propofed  than  what  you  tried  ;  and,  indeed,  at  the  time 
tf  you  was  confulted,  all  chance  of  cure  was  paft. 

“  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  molt  obedient  fervant, 

Edinburgh,  oa.  17,  “  A.  MONRO.” 

1778. 


f  “  Dear  Sir, 

“  The  cafe  of  which  you  defire  an  account,  was  that  of  a 
**  woman,  aged  fifty,  of  a  delicate  habit,  who  complained  of 
4<  nothing  bur  a  gradual  diflention  of  her  abdomen  till  it 
“  arrived  at  an  enormous  fize.  As  an  obfcure  and  partial 
iC  fluctuation  was  felt,  (he  was  tapped  twice;  but  the  dif- 
“  charge  was  inconfiderable.  She  was  extremely  emaciated, 
(i  and  had  fome  ftomach  complaints,  owing  probably  to  the 
“  compreffion  of  the  left  kidney  ;  which  was  found,  on  dif- 
“  fe&ion,  to  be  exceedingly  indurated,  and  to  weigh  forfy- 

“  five f 
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The  patient  mentioned  by  thefe  gentle¬ 
men  was  a  woman  fifty  years  of  age,  who 
complained  of  nothing  but  a  gradual  diften- 
tion  of  her  abdomen,  which  at  laft  arrived 
^to  a  moft  enormous  fize.  She  was  tapped 
twice,  but  the  difcharge  was  inconfiderable. 

Qn  difle&ion,  the  left  kidney  was  found 
to  be  exceedingly  indurated,  and  to  weigh 
forty-five  pounds  and  a  half. 

This  woman  had  no  complaint  of  the 
urinary  organs. 

N.  B.  The  ureter  of  the  kidney  affe&ed, 
in  the  cafe  I  have  related,  was  totally  de- 
ftroyed ;  and  probably  the  fame  thing  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  cafe  I  had  an  account  of  from 
Edinburgh,  and  likewife  in  the  inftances  of 
Phyfconia  Renalis,  related  by  Sauvages. 

P.  S.  I  had  the  above  account  of  the  cafe 
to-day  from  Mr.  Aitken,  furgeon,  who 
treated  it. 

et  five  pounds  and  a  half.  Much  fatty  fubftance  was  obferved 
**  on  its  upper  part.  She  had  no  difficulty  in  making  her  wa 

ter,  or  any  other  complaint. 

«  Yours,  &c.  CHARLES  WEBSTER.” 

Edinburgh,  July  17, 

1779- 

R  3 
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*  1 

XXIV.  An  Inflance  of  the  good  Effedls  of 
Opiums  in  a  dangerous  Cafe  of  Retention  of 
Urine .  By  John  Pearfon,  Surgeon  to  the 
Locke  Hofpital,  and  to  the  Public  Dif- 
penfary  in  Carey- ftreet.  Read,  May  5, 

1783- 


AS  the  mode  of  treatment,  which  hap¬ 
pily  fucceeded  in  the  following  cafe, 
is  not  ufually  praCtifed,  nor  generally  made 
known,  the  publication  of  this  paper,  it  is 
hoped,  may  prove  beneficial.  It  is  by  no 
means  offered  with  a  view  of  fuperfeding 
the  methods  recommended  by  able  practi¬ 
tioners  ;  but  to  evince  the  utility  of  a  libe¬ 
ral  ufe  of  opium  in  a  very  dangerous  difeafe, 
when  the  mode  of  its  exhibition  is  dire  died 

1  .  •  y  t  •  .  '  ‘  %  ■ 

to  a  certain  aid . 

In  the  month  of  September,  1782,  W.  S. 
placed  himfelf  under  my  care,  on  account 
of  a  recent  gonorrhoea.  Some  years  before 

this,  he  had  contracted  a  fimilar  difeafe,  and 

'  * 

in  confequence  of  that,  had  not  evacuated 
his  urine  with  the  ufual  freedom.  The  ob- 

1  ftru&iou 
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ftru&ion  was  not  fo  confiderable  as  to  de¬ 
mand  his  attention,  except  after  taking 
cold,  or  upon  the  immoderate  ufe  of  fpiri- 
tuous  liquors.  A  retention  of  urine  was 
the  confequence  of  fuch  irregularities ;  but 
the  attacks  of  this  complaint  had  not  hither¬ 
to  been  violent,  for  a  cooling  purgative,  reft, 
and  proper  regimen,  generally  removed 
the  fymptoms  in  a  day  or  two. 

When  I  firft  faw  him,  although  the  go¬ 
norrhoeal  inflammation  was  by  no  means 
fevere,  yet  he  had  not  voided  above  a  few 
fpoonfuls  of  urine  for  three  days.  Every 
attempt  to  make  water  was  attended  with 
confiderable  {training  and  pain  ;  his  blad¬ 
der  was  much  diftended,  his  {kin  moderately 
hot,  with  a  full  and  frequent  pulfe. 

He  was  bled  freely,  took  purgatives 
made  with  calomel,  fait  of  tartar,  jalap,  and 
opium.  Several  plentiful  ftools  were  pro¬ 
duced,  but  no  evacuation  of  urine,  except  at 
the  time  of  going  to  ftool,  when  about  a 
fpoonful  was  voided  with  great  pain.  He 
was  placed  in  the  warm  bath  as  frequently, 
and  remained  in  it  as  long,  each  time,  as  he 
could  fuftain  without  abfolutely  fainting. 
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Gently  Simulating  clyfters  were  thrown  up 
the  re&um,  without  any  good  effect  To 
introduce  the  catheter  was  impracticable, 
for  the  inflammatory  affeCtion  of  the  ure¬ 
thra,  concurring  with  the  ftri&ures,  had  fo 
contracted  the  urinary  canal,  that  it  would 
barely  admit  a  bougie  of  the  fmalleft  fize  to 
pafs  into  the  bladder.  The  urethra  was 
now  become  fo  extremely  irritable,  that  the 
gentlefl  introduction  of  a  bougie  gave  ex- 
quifite  pain ;  and  the  only  effects  produced 
by  it  were,  ineffectual  efforts  of  the  bladder 
to  evacuate  its  contents,  and  a  temporary 
convulfion.  About  a  fpoonful  of  urine 
came  away,  very  turbid,  of  an  offenfive 
fmell,  and  mixed  with  blood.  The  penis 
became  red,  tumefied,  and  affe&ed  with  an 
cedematous  phymofis.  This  was  his  me¬ 
lancholy  fituation  on  the  third  morning 
from  my  firft  feeing  him.  He  was  become 
too  weak  to  fuffer  much  more  evacuation. 
The  liberal  ufe  of  opium  was  therefore  re- 
folved  upon,  and  I  propofed  giving  it  to 
fuch  an  extent,  as  very  confiderably  to  fiuf- 
fend  the  tonic  allion  of  the  moving  fibres , 
hoping  thereby  to  deprive  the  fphinCter 

vefjcas 
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veficae  of  its  contractile  powers.  He  took 
a  grain  of  thebaic  extract  every  hour,  and 
when  four  grains  were  taken,  the  defired 
effect  happily  took  place.  He  fell  afleep, 

t 

and  during  that  time  the  urine  flowed  from 
him  involuntarily,  in  fuch  quantities,  as  to 
run  through  the  bed  upon  the  chamber 
floor.  After  fleeping  fix  hours,  he  awoke, 
^ery  much  relieved ;  and  from  that  period 
the  inflammatory  fymptoms  gradually  dis¬ 
appeared.  He  took  one  grain  of  opium 
twice  a  day,  was  kept  open  by  cooling  laxa¬ 
tives,  and  with  the  affiftance  of  a  proper 
regimen,  in  the  courfe  of  eight  days  he  was 
as  well  as  before  the  attack. 

The  gonorrhoea  and  ftridures  were  cured 
in  a  moderate  time  afterwards,  without  any 
unfavourable  circumftance  Supervening. 


1 
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XXV.  On  CataraSls ,  by  Mr.  James  Lucas, 
Surgeon  to  the  Leeds  Infirmary.  Read 
April  28,  1783. 


FR  1  M  not  having  met  with,  in  your 
colledion  of  valuable  Obfervations, 
any  paper  on  this  fubjed,  I  am  induced  to 
think  a  few  pradical  remarks  may  not  be 
deemed  unacceptable. 

It  is  a  diforder  both  fexes  are  equally 
fubjed  to;  children  may  have  it  at  birth; 
no  age  feems  exempt  from  it,  but  by  much 
the  greateft  numbers,  afflided  with  it,  are 
advanced  in  years.  I  have  feen  feveral 
children,  who,  I  had  no  doubt,  were  born 
with  catarads  ;  I  was  defired  to  vifit  one  a 
few  days  after  its  birth. 

The  difeafe  is  accurately  treated  on  by 
feveral  authors  is  readily  diftinguiihed 
from  any  other,  the  prognoftic  is  generally 
clear,  and  when  that  is  favourable,  a  cata- 
rad  admits  of  a  cure  by  one  of  the  leaf!  com¬ 
plicated,  leaf!  painful,  as  well  as  the  moft 
fatisfadory  operations  in  furgery. 

*  Pott,  Warner,  Monro,  Chandler,  &c. 

Although 
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Although  there  are  inftanees  of  perfons 
with  catarads  dying,  yet  I  never  knew  one 
whofe  death  could  be  attributed  to  this  dif- 
eafe,or  to  the  operation  required  for  its  cure. 

This  malady  (except  in  unfavourable 
cafes)  is  feldom  preceded  by  much  pain  ;  it 
nfually  comes  on  gradually,  and  without 
any  vifible  caufe ;  as  it  advances,  the  patient 
complains  of  a  mift  before  his  eyes,  and  can 
fee  better  in  a  moderate  than  a  ftrong  light. 
The  chryftalline  (or  as  Mr.  Pott  obferves) 
its  capfula,  may  become  opaque  from  a  blow 
on  the  eye.  The  cryftalline  humour  being 
opaque,  denotes  the  exiftence  of  a  catarad, 
and,  by  the  colour  of  it,  may  often  be  con- 
jedured  its  being  of  a  favourable  or  unfa¬ 
vourable  kind. 

If  the  opacity  is  of  a  light  colour,  or 

*  /  '  f 

whitifti,  if  the  pupil  preferves  its  regular 
form,  and  retains  the  powers  of  contrading 
and  dilating  freely ;  if  the  patient  can  dif- 
tinguifh  light  from  darknefs,  one  light  from 
another,  and  ftrong  colours,  the  operation 
will  feldom  be  found  to  fall  fhort  of  a  per- 
fed  cure. 

An  opacity  in  the  cornea,  a  gutta  ferena, 
an  immovable  contradion  of  the  iris,  or  an 

adhefion 
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adhefion  of  the  chryftalline  capfula  to  it, 
may  accompany  a  cataract,  and  may  prevents 
the  benefit  of  an  operation. 

So  long  as  the  patient  can  fee,  with  either 
eye,  to  be  ufeful,  it  is  better  to  defer  the 
operation. 

A  low  diet,  with  a  dofe  or  two  of  opening 
medicine,  and,  in  feme  cafes,  bleeding  will 
be  found  ufeful,  previous  to  the  operation. 
Peculiar  habits  may  require  variations.  I 
am  entirely  unacquainted  writh  any  mode  of 
cure,  except  by  an  operation,  although  a 
cataradf  from  a  blow  has  difappeared  of  it- 
felf,  and  an  incifion  of  the  outer  coat  of  the 
cornea,  as  well  as  the  flighted  pun&ure  of 
the  capfula,  have  proved  a  cure 

It  has  been,  and  yet  remains,  a  difputed 
point,  whether  it  is  more  advifeable  to  at¬ 
tempt  the  cure  of  a  cataradl,  by  deprefling, 
or  extradfing  it. 

Depreflion  is  a  more  Ample,  and  lefs  dif¬ 
ficult  operation  ;  is  neither  tedious,  painful, 

*  This  incifion  through  the  outer  coat  of  the  cornea  w^s 
made  in  commencing  the  operation  of  extraction,  and  the 
operator  was  obliged  to  defill,  from  the  patient’s  being  un¬ 
manageable,  the  aqueous  humour  was  not  let  out  by  the 
wound, 

nor 
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hor  hazardous ;  is  lefs  liable  to  be  fucceeded 
by  violent  inflammation,  and  though  the 
firft  operation  fails,  yet  a  cure  may  gene¬ 
rally  be  accomplifhed  by  a  repetition  of  it. 

As  extra&ion  affeCts  all  it  is  capable  of 
doing,  at  one  operation,  the  cure  is  more 
fpeedy  than  by  depreflion  ;  but  an  imper¬ 
fect  vifion  in  fome  cafes  hasJucceeded,  from 
remaining  portions  of  the  chryftalline  cap- 
fula,  which  might  ftill  be  removed  by  the 
needle. 

Mr.  Daviel  feems  to  have  been  aware  of 
this  defeCt,  by  a  caution  he  gives  relative  to 
the  removal  of  the  capfula.  “  Sometimes 
(i  it  becomes  neceflary  to  cut  this  membrane 
4C  circularly,  and  carry  it  entirely  off.’" 

When  Baron  Hilmer  (an  itinerant  oculift) 
was  here,  in  the  year  1769,  he  invited  the 
faculty  to  fee  him  couch,  which  he  per¬ 
formed  with  dexterity.  Fie  obferved,.-  the 
round  needle,  which  he  ufed,  anfwered 
every  purpofe  of  the  flat  one  generally  made 
ufe  of,  and  with  lefs  hazard  of  wounding 
the  iris,  or  ciliary  precedes.  The  ufe  of 
the  round  needle  was  adopted  by  the  fur- 

z  '  geons* 
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geons  of  the  infirmary,  and  it  is  juftly  en« 
titled  to  great  preference^. 

The  needles  commonly  ufed  are  alfo  much 
heavier,  and  longer,  both  in  the  handle  and 
needle,  than  neceflary ;  they  weigh  more 
than  a  drachm,  and  are  about  fix  inches 
long :  that  I  ufe  does  not  weigh  half  a 
drachm,  and  is  only  about  four  inches 
and  a  half  in  length ;  the  point  is  a  little 
flat,  and  the  handle  has  a  little  flatnefs, 
which  correfponds  with  the  point. 

The  fame  needle,  of  about  an  inch  long, 
may  be  fixed  in  fuch  a  handle  as  the  flat 
needles  are  ufually  fixed  in ;  if  it  ftiould 
fuit  the  hand  of  the  operator  better. 

It  is  advifeable  for  every  furgeon,  who 
performs  operations  on  the  eye,  to  accuftom 
himfelf  to  ufe  his  left  hand,  which  is  a  prac¬ 
tice  readily  acquired,  and  very  fatisfadtory. 
Too  much  light  in  the  room,  or  a  double 
light,  mud  be  avoided  ;  the  feat  of  the  ope¬ 
rator  muft  be  higher  than  that  of  the  pa«* 
tient,  who  muft  be  diredted  to  employ  his 

*  Since  we  began  the  ufe  of  the  round  needle,  we  have 
admitted  upwards  of  fixty  patients  with  catara&s.  More 
than  twenty  have  fallen  to  tny  lot. 
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hands  in  taking  hold  of  the  chair,  to  avoid 
his  lifting  them  up  againft  the  inftrument; 
and  the  oppofite  eye  mud  be  kept  from 
motion  by  a  linen  comprefs.  The  head 
muft  be  held  firm.  The  point  of  the  nee¬ 
dle  (previpufly  dipt  in  oil)  muft,  in  its  in¬ 
troduction,  be  directed  a  little  backwards,  a 
little  upwards,  and  in  a  line  with  the  center  ' 
of  the  pupil ;  when  it  is  brought  forwards, 
care  is  required  to  avoid  wounding  the  iris 
and  ciliary  proceflfes,  by  carrying  the  in¬ 
ftrument  too  far,  or  not  far  enough,  for  its 
point  to  be  in  view. 

If  the  cataraCt  is  firm  enough  (by  bring¬ 
ing  the  ne'edle  before  it)  to  bear  deprefling 
beneath,  and  behind  the  pupil,  the  needle 
may  be  withdrawn  in  the  fame  direction  it 
was  introduced.  Should  it  rife  'again,  it 
may  ftill  have  been  fo  far  diflodged  as  to 
caufe  its  diffolution ;  fhould  it  flip  into  the 
anterior  chamber,  as  fometimes  happens  in 
attempting  the  depreffion,  it  will  gradually 
diflipate,  without  any  further  operation. 
If  the  cataraCi  is  fluid,  breaking,  or  fome¬ 
times  even  puncturing  the  capfula,  will  caufe 
the  morbid  humour  to  mix  with  the  aqueous* 

and 
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and  if  a  future  operation  is  required,  it  will 
be  to  remove  fome  portions  of  opake  cap- 
fula» 

j 

A  cataraCl  would  very  frequently  be  ef¬ 
fectually  cured  by  one  operation  in  length 
of  time;  but  the  pain,  from  a  repetition  of 
it,  is  fo  tolerable,  that  many  wifh  it,  to 
expedite  their  cure.  When  the  remaining 
portions  of  cataraCt  are  fo  loofe  as  to  fhake 
with  the  motions  of  the  eye,  a  cure  may  be 
expe&ed  without  another  operation.  Ad- 
hefions,  and  opacity  of  the  capfula,  feldom 
diffipate  without  repeating  the  operation. 

The  principal  cautions  required  in  couch¬ 
ing  are,  not  to  wound  the  iris  or  ciliary 
precedes,  and  not  to  attempt  too  much  at 

one  operation. 

Patients,  in  general,  bear  very  well  to 
t  have  one  eye  couched  immediately  after  the 
other;  a  little  more  care  is  neceflary,  in 
confining  the  motion  of  that  eye  which  has 
juft  undergone  the  operation.  The  eyes 
mu  ft  be  covered  with  a  piece  of  linen, 
fpread  with  fome  mild  cerate,  whether  one 
Or  both  have  been  couched :  the  patient 

mu  ft 
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tnuft  fit  or  lie  in  the  dark,  and  be  on  low 
diet  for  feveral  days. 

Should  inflammation  and  pain  fucceed, 
bleeding  with  leeches,  arteriotomy,  blifters, 
aperients,  anodynes,  nitre,  and  fuch  other 
antiphlogiftic  means  as  are  generally  em¬ 
ployed  in  local  inflammations,  will  merit 
the  utmoft  attention,  as  an  obftinate  inflam¬ 
mation  may  endanger  the  fuccefs  of  the  ope¬ 
ration.  After  a  child  is  old  enough  to  bear 
an  operation,  where  the  head  being  held 
ftill  is  of  fo  much  confequence,  couching 
may  be  proper  at  any  age. 

A  fluid  catarad  is  equally  opaque  with  a 
firm  one,  and  does  not  depend  on  the  dif- 
eafe  being  recent.  Deprcffion  is  equally  ca¬ 
pable  of  perfecting  a  cure,  whether  the  ca¬ 
tarad  be  fluid  or  folid,  and  when  the  blind- 
nefs  has  exifted  for  only  two  months,  as  two 
years ;  and  in  doubtful  cafes  may  be  tried, 
as  a  remedy  by  no  means  violent,  or  ha¬ 
zardous.  I  have  obferved  an  opacity  in  the 
cornea  fo  thin,  as  to  admit  of  conliderable 
benefit,  arifing  from  depreffing  a  catarad ; 
but  I  have  alfo  feen  the  fame  cauft  prevent 
any  material  advantage. 

Vol.  VI.  S 
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On  the  8th  of  May,  1773,  I  couched  the 
right  eye  of  Sarah  Arraitage,  an  infirmary 
patient,  aged  fi&ty.  The  catarad  was  firm, 
and  bore  depreflion.  In  the  evening  fhe 
complained  of  a  little  pain  in  her  head, 
which  was  relieved  by  bleeding.  On  the 
19th,  the  cataract  being  rifen  up  again,  and 
appearing  fixed,  I  repeated  the  depreflion* 
which,  without  any  fucceeding  inflamma¬ 
tion,  anfwered  fo  well,  that  fhe  was  difmifled 
cured,  on  the  28th  of  the  fame  month  ;  fhe 
could  then  read  with  glafles.  The  pupil 
in  her  left  eye  was  of  an  irregular  form, 
from  the  iris  having  been  wounded  by  an 
unfkilful  operator  fhe  had  fubmitted  herfelf 
to  the  care  of,  fome  time  before,  and  it  was 
rendered  incurable. 

Elizabeth  Burton,  my  patient  at  the  in¬ 
firmary,  when  file  was  recovering  her  fight* 
after  being  couched,  died  of  a  putrid  fever* 
which  appeared  to  arife  from  infe&ion. 

■ 

In  July,  1774,  I  couched  Sarah  Broadley’s 
eyes,  an  infirmary  patient,  of  about  thirty 
years  of  age,  a  married  woman.  Both  the 
catara&s  vrere  too  fluid  to  bear  deprefling, 
la  one  of  the  eyes,  the  cataract  was  loofe* 

and 
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and  fhook  with  the  motions  of  the  eye,  and 
in  about  a  year  was  difperfed  on  the  other 
eye.  I  repeated  the  operation  three  times. 
This  woman  had  a  child  during  her  being 
blind*  and  was  more  elevated  with  the  plea- 
fure  of  being  reftored  to  fight  than  any 
patient  I  ever  obferved.  She  could  fee  to 
do  her  work  perfedly  with  both  eyes. 

In  1780,  I  couched  John  Lee,  an  old  fer- 
vant  of  Mrs.  Lewes,  a  principal  inn  at  Fer¬ 
rybridge,  where  he  aded  as  brewer,  and 
imputed  his  blindnefs  to  being  fo  frequently 
expofed  to  hot  fteam.  He  was  between 
feventy  and  eighty  years  of  age.  In  at¬ 
tempting  to  deprefs  the  catarad  in  one  of 
his  eyes,  it  accidentally  flipped  into  the  an¬ 
terior  chamber,  where  it  gradually  diflolved, 
and  required  no  further  operation.  In 
about  three  months  I  fent  him  home  cured 
and  able  to  return  to  his  former  employ¬ 
ment.  I  met  the  man  at  Ferrybridge  the 
following  year,  and  he  immediately  knew 
me. 

Mr.  S - ,  an  inhabitant  of  this  town, 

and  about  fifty  years  of  age,  called  upon  me 
near  two  years  before  he  was  blind,  and 

S  2  complained 
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complained  of  his  fight  gradually  impair¬ 
ing,  and  of  his  having  fuch  a  mifl;  before 
his  eyes,  as  frequently  to  interrupt  his  bu- 
finefs,  whether  he  was  writing  letters,  or 
looking  over  different  forts  of  wool;  and 
that,  to  his  furprife,  he  cojild  fee  much  bet¬ 
ter  on  a  cloudy  day,  and  in  a  moderate  light, 
than  when  the  fun  fhone,  or  the  light  was 
glaring  ;  and  that  he  could  not  meet  with 
any  fpedtacles,  which  would  continue  to 
make  him  fee  better.  I  then  obferved  an 
opacity  in  the  chryftalline  lens,  the  pupil  of 
a  regular  form,  and  the  motions  of  it  com¬ 
plete.  As  the  dileafe  advanced,  I,  by  de¬ 
grees,  explained  his  iituation,  and  his  pro- 
fpedt  of  cure.  Although  the  progrefs  of  the 
diforder  was  for  a  long  time  very  flow,  yet 
it  was  much  more  rapid  for  the  laft  two  or 
three  months. 

In  December,  1781,  about  fix  weeks  af¬ 
ter  he  became  blind,  I  couched  both  his 
eyes  ;  in  one,  the  cataradt  was  fo  firm  as  to 
bear  depreffion  ;  in  the  other,  it  was  fo  fluid, 
as  to  mix  with  the  aqueous  humour,  and 
flow  into  both  chambers  of  the  eye. 


He 
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He  had  a  little  inflammation,  and  pain  in 
his  head,  but  he  faid  he  fhould  not  have 
mentioned  the  pain,  had  I  not  enquired  of 
him :  thefe  fymptoms  were  foon  abated  by 
a  cathartic  folution,  an  opiate,  and  nitre.  In 
February,  1 782,  the  opaque  portions,  which 
had  patted  into  the  anterior  chamber,  had 
entirely  difappeared,  and  he  could  fee,  to  be 
ufeful  to  him  :  the  firm  catarad  had  fo  far 
rifen  in  to  it’s  former  fituation  as  to  afford 
him  very  little  fight  on  that  eye. 

By  repeating  the  operation  he  gradually 
recovered  his  fight,  and  was  foon  able  to 
take  a  long  journey.  The  pupils  are  now 
quite  clear,  and  he  can  fee  to  diftinguifli 
minute  objeds,  by  the  aid  of  a  pair  of  Mr. 
Dollond’s  fpedacles,  the  focal  diftance  of 
which  is  2JL  inches.  When  he  was  in 
London,  I  received  a  fhort  letter  from  him, 
wrote  as  flrait  and  intelligible  as  if  he  had 
never  been  blind. — He  can  diftinguifh  an 
objed  at  a  mile  diftance  with  the  naked  eye. 

j —  P - ,  who  was  admitted  my  patient 

at  the  infirmary,  was  foon  difeharged  as  in¬ 
curable,  on  finding  that  not  only  the  chryf- 
talline  humour  in  each  eye  was  opaque,  but 

S  3  alfo 


262  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries . 

alfo  adhered  to  the  iris,  and  that  the  difor- 
der  was  accompanied  by  a  gutta  ferena. 

Sarah  Lee,  aged  feventy-two,  had  a  ca¬ 
taract  in  each  eye,  accompanied  with  a  gutta 
ferena.  As  the  remedies,  which  were  made 
trial  of  to  relieve  the  latter  complaint,  were 
inefficacious,  I  did  not  expeCt  any  benefit 
from  an  operation  for  the  cataraCts.  Her 
importunity  prevailed  on  me  to  try  the  ex¬ 
periment. — In  depreffing  the  cataraCt,  I  was 
fenfible  of  an  induration,  or  harffinefs,  I 
had  never  before  been  accuftomed  to  feel,, 
and  which  made  me  very  cautious  not  to 
attempt  too  much,  at  one  operation,  although 
her  not  making  any  unufual  complaint  en¬ 
couraged  me  to  proceed  to  operate  on  the 
other  eye.  This  patient  had  as  good  a. 
night,  and  as  favourable  fymptoms,  as  any 
I  ever  had  under  my  care.  At  the  week’s 
end  ffie  told  me  ffie  perceived  much  more 
light,  and  was  evidently  better  for  the  ope¬ 
ration.  The  opacity,  I  found,  inftead  of 
being  as  before  of  a  greeniffi  hue,  was  now 
of  a  milky  white,  exactly  the  colour  of  a 
favourable  cataract,  although  there  appeared 
little  or  no  motion  in  the  pupil.  I  repeated 

the 
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the  operation  in  about  fix  weeks  after,  and 
fiie  could  foon  after  fee  to  find  her  way?  and 
read  large  print. 

The  two  eldeft  of  the  five  blind  children 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hall,  of  Leaven,  near  Be¬ 
verley,  have  been  lately  fome  weeks  at 
Leeds,  under  my  care;  they  were  alfo  vi- 
fited  by  my  infirmary  colleagues,  Mr.  Hey 
and  Mr.  Jones.- — We  had  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  the  other  three  children,  at  York, 
fome  time  before.  They  were  all  born 
blind;  none  of  them  can  diflinguifh  light 
from  darknefs,  and  although  the  pupil  is  in 
common  neither  too  much  dilated  nor  con¬ 
tracted,  and  has  motions,  yet  thefe  do  not 
feem  to  depend  on  the  iifual  caufes,  but  are 
irregular. — They  are  in  different  degrees 
idiots,  and  are  in  almoft  perpetual  motion 
with  one  limb  or  other,  in  a  manner  refem^ 
bling  St.  Vitus’s  dance;  hence  it  is  proba¬ 
ble  there  is  forne  peculiarity  in  the  ftru&ure 
of  the  brain. 

The  eldeft  has  an  opaque  chryftalline  lens 
in  one  eye,  accompanied  with  a  projecting, 
and  fomewhat  conical  cornea,  as  if  the  ante- 
?iof  chamber  was  too  full  of  aqueous  hu- 
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mour,  or  rather,  as  if  the  adhefions  of  the 
chryftalline  drew  that  humour  backwards. 
The  opacity  was  of  different  colours,  and  in 
diftind  portions  ;  this  unfavourable  appear¬ 
ance,  together  with  there  being  no  profped 
of  a  cure,  if  the  opaque  lens  was  removed, 
deterred  me  from  attempting  an  operation. 

In  1 769, 1  was  confulted,  by  Mrr«  W 
for  a  violent  inflammation  and  pain  in  her 
right  eye,  which  was  occafioned  by  a  blow  a 
day  or  two  before.  In  ten  days  the  inflam¬ 
matory  fymptoms  were  relieved  by  topical 
bleedings,  fedatives,  and  other  antiphlogiftic 
means ;  but,  on  covering  the  other  eye,  fhe 
found  that  fhe  could  not  fee  any  objeds 
diftindly.  The  chryftalline,  or  (as  Mr. 
Pott  obferves)  its  capfule,  was  become  as 
opaque  as  in  a  catarad  from  a  natural  caufe. 
In  a  month  the  opacity  began  to  diffipate, 
and  in  three  months  fire  could  fee  with  that 
near  as  well  as  the  other  eye. 

I  attended  a  boy  in  the  year  1770,  who 
had  vomitings,  accompanied  with  violent 

\ 

pain  in  the  head  from  a  blow  on  the  eye, 
which  terminated  in  an  incurable  gutta 
ferena. 
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Too  little  attention  has  been  paid  by  fur- 
geons  to  the  cure  of  cataraCts,  and  hence 
the  operation  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
itinerants,  or  irregular  practitioners,  who 
jnay  acquire  a  dexterity  in  performing  it ; 
but  although  an  operation  is  ever  fo  well 
done,  if  the  treatment  of  the  patient  previ- 
vious  to,  as  well  as  after  operating,  is  not 
equally  well  underftood,  and  attended  to, 
the  patient  will  often  be  difappointed  in  his 
expectations. 
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XXVI.  On  the  Uncertainty  of  the  Signs  of 
Murder ,  in  the  Cafe  of  Baftard  Children . 

the  late  William  Hunter,  M.  D. 
F.  R.  S.  Phyfician  Extraordinary  to  the 
§>ueen9  and  Member  of  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Sciences  at  Paris.  Read  July  14, 

1783- 

To  the  MEMBERS  of  the  MEDICAL, 

SOCIETY. 


Gentlemen, 

IN  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year,  one  of 
our  friends,  diftinguifhed  by  rank,  for-? 
tune  and  fcience,  came  to  me  upon  the 
following  occafion :  In  the  country,  he  faid, 
a  young  woman  was  taken  up,  and  commit¬ 
ted  to  jail  to  take  her  trial,  for  the  fuppofed 
murder  of  her  baftard  child.  According  to 
the  information  which  he  had  received,  he 
was  inclined  to  believe,  from  the  circum- 
ftances,  that  fhe  was  innocent ;  and  yet, 
underftanding  that  the  minds  of  the  people 
in  that  part  of  the  country  were  much  ex- 

f  afperated 
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afperated  againft  her,  by  the  popular  cry  of 
a  cruel  and  unnatural  murder,  he  feared, 
though  innocent,  fhe  might  fall  a  vi&im 
to  prejudice  and  blind  zeal.  What  he  wifh- 
ed,  he  faid,  was  to  procure  an  unprejudiced 
enquiry.  He  had  been  informed  that  it 
was  a  fubjedl  which  I  had  confidered  in  my 
le&ures,  and  made  fome  remarks  upon  it 
which  were  not  perhaps  fufficiently  known, 
or  enough  attended  to;  and  his  vifit  to  me 
was,  to  know  what  thefe  remarks  were.  I 
told  him  what  I  had  commonly  laid  upon 
that  queftion.  He  thought  fome  of  the 
obfervations  fo  material,  that  he  imagined 
they  might  fometimes  be  the  means  of  fa¬ 
cing  an  innocent  life ;  and  if  they  could 
upon  the  prefent  occafion  do  fo,  which  he 
thought  very  poflible,  he  was  fure  I  would 
willingly  take  the  trouble  of  putting  them, 
upon  paper.  Next  day  I  fent  them  to  him 
in  a  letter,  which  I  faid  he  was  at  liberty  to 
ufe  as  he  might  think  proper.  Some  time 
afterwards  he  told  me  that  he  had  great 
pleafure  in  thanking  me  for  the  letter,  and 
telling  me  that  the  trial  was  over;  that  the 
unfortunate  young  woman  was  acquitted, and 

that 
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that  he  had  reafon  to  believe  that  my  letter 
had  been  inftrumental.  This  havingbeen  the 
fubjed  of  fome  converfation  one  evening  at 
our  medical  meeting,  you  remember,  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  that  you  thought  the  fubjed  inte- 
retting,  and  defired  me  to  give  you  a  paper 
upon  it.  I  now  obey  your  command. 

In  thofe  unhappy  cafes  of  the  death  of  * 
battard  children,  as  in  every  adion  indeed 
that  is  either  criminal  or  fufpicious,  reafon 
and  juftice  demand  an  enquiry  into  all  the 
circumftances ;  and  particularly  to  find  out 
from  what  views  and  motives  the  ad  pro¬ 
ceeded.  For,  as  nothing  can  be  fo  crimi¬ 
nal  but  that  circumftances  might  be  added 
by  the  imagination  to  make  it  worfe;  fo 
nothing  can  be  conceived  fo  wicked  and 
offenfive  to  the  feelings  of  a  good  mind,  as 
not  to  be  fomewhat  foftened  or  extenuated 
by  circumftances  and  motives.  In  making 
up  a  juft  eftimate  of  any  human  adion,  much 
will  depend  on  the  ftate  of  the  agent’s  mind 
at  the  time ;  and  therefore  the  laws  of  all 
countries  make  ample  allowance  for  infa- 
nity.  The  infane  are  not  held  to  be  refpon- 
fible  for  their  adion§. 


The 
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The  world  will  give  me  credit,  furely, 
for  having  had  fufficient  opportunities  of 
knowing  a  good  deal  of  female  characters. 
I  have  feen  the  private  as  well  as  the 
public  virtues,  the  private  as  well  as  the 
more  public  frailties  of  women  in  all  ranks 
of  life.  I  have  been  in  their  fecrets,  their 
counfellor  and  advifer  in  the  moments  of 
their  greateft  diflrefs  in  body  and  mind.  I 
have  been  a  witnefs  to  their  private  conduct* 
•when  they  were  preparing  themfelves  to 
meet  danger,  and  have  heard  their  laft  and 
moft  ferious  reflections,  when  they  were 
certain  they  had  but  a  few  hours  to  live. 

That  knowledge  of  women  has  enabled 
me  to  fay,  though  no  doubt  there  will  be 
many  exceptions  to  the  general  rule,  that 
women  who  are  pregnant  without  daring  to 
avow  their  fituation,  are  commonly  objects 
of  the  greateft  companion ;  and  generally  are 
lefs  criminal  than  the  world  imagine.  In 
moft  of  thefe  cafes  the  father  of  the  child  is 
really  criminal,  often  cruelly  fo;  the  mo¬ 
ther  is  weak,  credulous,  and  deluded.  Ha¬ 
ving  obtained  gratification,  he  thinks  no 
more  of  his  promiles ;  fhe  finds  herfelf 

abufed, 
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abufed,  difappointed  of  his  affedron,  atten¬ 
tion,  and  fupport,  and  left  to  ftruggle  as  fhe 
can,  with  ficknefs,  pains,  poverty,  infamy ; 
in  fhort,  with  compleat  ruin  for  life! 

A  worthlefs  woman  can  never  be  reduced 
to  that  wretched  fituation,  becaufe  fhe  is 
infenfible  to  infamy  ;  but  a  woman  who 
has  that  refpedable  virtue,  a  high  fenfe  of 
lhame,  and  a  ftrong  defire  of  being  refped¬ 
able  in  her  charader,  finding  herfelf  fur- 
rounded  with  fuch  horrors,  often  has  not 
flrength  of  mind  to  meet  them,  and  in  de- 
fpair  puts  an  end  to  a  life  which  is  become 
infupportable.  In  that  cafe,  can  any  man, 
whole  heart  ever  felt  what  pity  is,  be  angry 
with  the  memory  of  fuch  an  unfortunate 
woman  for  what  fhe  did  ?  She  felt  life  to 
be  fo  dreadful  and  oppreflive,  that  fhe  could 
not  longer  fupport  it.  With  that  view  of 
her  fituation,  every  humane  heart  will  forget 
the  indifcretion  or  crime,  and  bleed  for  the 
fufferings  which  a  woman  muft  have  gone 
through  ;  who,  but  for  having  liflened  to  the 
perfidious  proteftations  and  vows  of  our 
fex,  might  have  been  an  affedionate  and 
faithful  wife,  a  virtuous  and  honoured  mo¬ 
ther, 
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ther,  through  a  long  and  happy  life ;  and 
probably  that  very  refle&ion  raifed  the  laft 
pang  of  defpair,  which  hurried  her  into 
eternity.  To  think  ferioufly  of  what  a  fel¬ 
low-creature  muft  feel,  at  fuch  an  awful 
moment,  muft  melt  to  pity  every  man  whofe 
heart  is  not  fteeled  with  habits  of  cruelty ; 
and  every  woman,  who  does  not  affect  to 
be  more  feverely  virtuous  and  chafte  than 
perhaps  any  good  woman  ever  was. 

It  may  be  faid  that  fuch  a  woman’s  guilt 
is  heightened,  when  we  confider  that  at  the 
fame  time  that  ftie  puts  an  end  to  her  own 
life,  ftie  murders  her  child.  God  forbid 
that  killing  ftiould  always  be  murder  1  It 
is  only  murder  when  it  is  executed  with 
fome  degree  of  cool  judgment,  and  wicked 
intention.  When  committed  under  a  phren- 
zy  from  defpair,  can  it  be  more  offenfive  in 
the  fight  of  God,  than  under  a  phrenzy 
from  a  fever,  or  in  lunacy  ?  It  fhould 
therefore,  as  it  muft  raife  our  horror,  raife 
our  pity  too. 

What  is  commonly  underftood  to  be  the 
murder  of  a  baftard  child  by  the  mother,  if 
the  real  circumftances  were  fully  known, 

would 
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would  be  allowed  to  be  a  very  different 
crime  in  different  circumflances. 

In  fome  (it  is  to  be  hoped  rare)  inflances, 

it  is  a  crime  of  the  very  deepeft  dye :  it  is 

a  premeditated  contrivance  for  taking  away 

the  life  of  the  mod  inoffenfive  and  mofl: 

¥ 

helplefs  of  all  human  creatures,  in  oppofi- 
tion  not  only  to  the  mofl  univerfal  diftates  of 
humanity,  but  of  that  powerful  inftin&ive 
paffion,  which,  for  a  wife  and  important 
purpofe,  the  Author  of  our  nature  has 
planted  in  the  breaft  of  every  female  crea¬ 
ture,  a  wonderful  eagernefs  about  the  pre- 
fervation  of  its  young.  The  mofl  chari¬ 
table  conflrudion  that  could  be  put  upon  fo 
favage  an  action,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the 
faireft  often,  would  be  to  reckon  it  the  work 
of  phrenzy,  or  temporary  infanity. 

But,  as  well  as  I  can  judge,  the  greateft 
number  of  what  are  called  murders  of  baf* 
tard  children,  are  of  a  very  different  kind« 
The  mother  has  an  unconquerable  fenfe  of 
fhame,  and  pants  after  the  prefervation  of 
character :  fo  far  fhe  is  virtuous  and  amia¬ 
ble.  She  has  not  the  refolution  to  meet 
and  avow  infamy.  In  proportion  as  fhe 

lofes 
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lofes  the  hope  either  of  having  been  mifta- 
ken  with  regard  to  pregnancy,  of  being  re¬ 
lieved  from  her  terrors  by  a  fortunate  mif- 
carriage,  die  every  day  fees  her  danger 
greater  and  nearer,  and  her  mind  more  over¬ 
whelmed  with  terror  and  defpair.  In  this 
fituation  many  of  thefe  women,  who  are 
afterwards  accufed  of  murder,  would  deftroy 
themfelves,  if  they  did  not  know  that  fuch 
an  action  would  infallibly  lead  to  an  inquiry, 
which  would  proclaim  what  they  are  fo 
anxious  to  conceal.  In  this  perplexity,  and 
meaning  nothing  lefs  than  the  murder  of 
the  infant,  they  are  meditating  different 
fchemes  for  concealing  the  birth  of  the 
child  ;  but  are  wavering  between  difficulties 
on  all  Tides,  putting  the  evil  hour  off,  and 
trufting  too  much  to  chance  and  fortune. 
In  that  ftate  often  they  are  overtaken  foon- 
er  than  they  expe&ed  ;  their  fchemes  are 
fruflrated ;  their  diftrefs  of  body  and  mind 
deprives  them  of  all  judgment,  and  rational 
conduct;  they  are  delivered  by  themfelves, 
wherever  they  happened  to  retire  in  their 
fright  and  confufion ;  fometimes  dying  in 
the  agonies  of  childbirth,  and  fometimes 
Vol.  VI.  T  /  being 
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being  quite  exhaufted  they  faint  away,  and 
become  infenfible  of  what  is  paffing ;  and 
when  they  recover  a  little  ftrength,  find  that 
the  child,  whether  ftill-born  or  not,  is  com¬ 
pletely  lifelefs.  In  fuch  a  cafe,  is  it  to  be 
expected,  when  it  could  anfwer  no  purpofe, 
that  a  woman  fhould  divulge  the  fecret  ? 
Will  not  the  beft  difpofitions  of  mind  urge 
her  to  preferve  her  chara&er?  She  will 
therefore  hide  every  appearance  of  what 
has  happened  as  well  as  fhe  can ;  though 
if  the  difeovery  be  made,  that  conduit  will 
be  fet  down  as  a  proof  of  her  guilt. 

To  be  convinced,  as  I  am,  that  fuch  a 
cafe  often  happens,  the  reader  would  wifh 
perhaps  to  have  fome  examples  and  illus¬ 
tration's.  I  have  generally  obferved,  that  in 
proportion  as  women  more  fincerely  repent 
of  fuch  ruinous  indiferetions,  it  is  more 
difficult  to  prevail  upon  them  to  confefs ; 
and  it  is  natural.  Among  other  infiances 
which  might  be  mentioned,  I  opened  the 
bodies  of  two  unmarried  women,  both  of 
them  of  irreproachable  and  unfufpe&ed  cha- 
rafters  with  all  who  knew  them.  Being 
confulted  about  their  healths,  both  of  them 

6  deceived1 
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deceived  me.  One  of  them  I  fufpe&ed,  and 
took  pains  to  prevail  with  her  to  let  me 
into  the  fecret,  if  it  was  fo ;  promifing  that 
I  would  do  her  the  beft  offices  in  my  power 
to  help  her  out  of  thefrdifficulties  that  might 
be  hanging  over  her :  blit  it  was  to  no  pur- 
pofe.  They  both  died  of  racking  pains  in 
their  bowels,  and  of  convulfions.  Upon 
laying  out  the  dead  bodies,  in  one  of  the 
cafes  a  dead  child,  not  come  to  its  full  time* 
was  found  lying  between  the  unhappy  mo¬ 
ther’s  limbs ;  and,  in  the  other,  a  very  large 
dead  child  was  difeovefed,  only  half  born. 
Such  inftances  will  fufficiently  fhew  what  a 
patient  and  fixed  refolution  the  fear  of 
fhame  will  produce.  A  young  unmarried 
woman,  having  concealed  her  pregnancy, 
was  delivered  during  the  night  by  herfelf. 
She  was  fufpe&ed  ;  the  room  was  fearched, 
and  the  child  was  found  in  her  box,  wrap¬ 
ped  up  in  wet  clothes.  She  confeffed  that 
the  child  was  her  s,  but  denied  the  having 
murdered  it,  or  having  had  an  intention  to 
do  fo.  I  opened  the  child  with  Mr.  Pink- 
ftan,  of  St.  Alban’s-ftreet,  and  the  lungs 
would  not  fink  in  water.  Her  account  of 

T  3  herfelf 


2/6  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries, 

herfeif  was  this  :  fhe  was  a  faithful  and  fa¬ 
vourite  fervant  in  a  family,  which  fhe  could 
not  leave  without  a  certainty  of  her  fitua- 
tion  being  difcovered  ;  and  fuch  a  difcovery 
fhe  imagined  would  be  certain  ruin  to  her 
for  life.  Under  this  anguifh  of  mind  fhe 
was  irrefolute,  and  wavering  from  day  to 
day  as  to  her  plan  of  conduct.  S>he  made 
fome  cloaths  for  the  prefervation  of  her 
child  (a  circumftance  which  was  in  her  fa¬ 
vour),  and  fhe  hired  a  bed-room  in  an  adja¬ 
cent  ftreet,  to  be  ready  to  receive  a  woman 
in  labour  at  a  moment’s  notice.  Her  fcheme 
was,  when  taken  in  labour,  to  have  run  out 
to  that  houfe,  to  be  delivered  by  a  midwife, 
who  was  to  have  been  brought  to  her.  She 
was  to  have  gone  home  prefently  after,  and 
to  have  made  the  bed  excufe  fhe  could  for 
being  out.  She  had  heard  of  foldiers  wives 
being  delivered  behind  a  hedge,  and  follow¬ 
ing  the  hufband  with  the  child  in  a  fhort 

in 

time  after;  and  fhe  hoped  to  be  able  to  do 
as  much  herfeif.  She  was  taken  ill  of  a 
cholic,  as  fhe  thought,  in  the  night;  put 
on  fome  cloaths,  both  to  keep  her  warm, 
and  that  die  might  be  ready  to  run  out,  if 

her 
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her  labour  fhould  come  on.  After  waiting 
fome  time,  fhe  fuddenly  fell  Into  fuch  rack¬ 
ing  pain  and  terror,  that  (he  found  fhe  had 
neither  ftrength  nor  courage  to  go  down 
flairs,  and  through  the  ftreet  in  that  condi¬ 
tion,  and  in  the  night.  In  defpair  fhe 
threw  herfelf  upon  the  bed,  and  by  the  ter¬ 
ror  and  anguifh  which  fhe  differed,  fhe  loft 
her  fenfes,  and  fainted.  When  fhe  came  to 

a  little  recolle&ion,  fhe  found  herfelf  in  a 

/ 

deluge  of  difcharges,  and  a  dead  child  lying 
by  her  limbs.  She  firft  of  all  attended  to 
the  child,  and  found  that  it  wTas  certainly 
dead.  She  lay  upon  the  bed  fome  time, 
confidering  what  fhe  fhould  do ;  and  by  the 

time  that  there  was  a  little  day-light,  fhe 

» 

got  up,  put  all  the  wet  cioaths  and  the  child 
into  her  box,  put  the  room  and  bed  into 
order,  and  went  into  it.  The  woman  of 

* 

whom  flie  hired  the  room,  and  who  had  re¬ 
ceived  a  fmall  fum  of  money  as  earned:, 
though  fhe  did  not  know  who  fhe  was, 
fwore  to  her  perfon,  and  confirmed  that 
part  of  her  ftory.  Mr.  Pinkftan  and  1  de¬ 
clared  that  we  thought  her  tale  very  credi¬ 
ble,  and  reconciled  it  to  the  circumftance  of 
I  1  .  T  3  the 
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the  fwimming  of  the  lungs,  to  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  the  jury,  as  we  fliall  hereafter  do  to 
the  reader.  She  was  acquitted  ;  and  I  had 
the  fatisfadlion  of  believing  her  tQ  be  inno¬ 
cent  of  murder. 

In  mo  ft  of  thofe  cafes  we  are  apt  to  take 
up  an  early  prejudice ;  and  when  we  evi¬ 
dently  fee  an  intention  of  concealing  the 

,v  > 

birth,  conclude  that  there  was  an  intention 
of  deftroying  the  child  :  and  we  account  for 
every  circumftance  upon  that  fuppofition, 
faying,  why  elfe  did  flie  do  fo  and  fo  ?  and 
why  elfe  did  flie  not  do  fo  and  fo?  Such 
queftions  would  be  fair,  and  draw  forth  fo¬ 
lk!  conclufions,  were  the  woman  fuppofed 
at  the  time  to  be  under  the  dire&ion  of  a 
calm  and  unembarrafled  mind  ;  but  the  mo¬ 
ment  we  reflect  that  her  mind  was  violently 
agitated  with  a  conflict  of  paflions  and  ter¬ 
ror,  an  irrational  conduct  may  appear  very 
natural. 

Allow  me  to  illuftrate  this  truth  by  a  cafe, 
A  lady,  who,  thank  God  !  has  now  been 
perfectly  recovered  many  years,  in  the  laft 
months  of  her  pregnancy,  on  a  fine  fum- 
nier’s  evening,  ftept  out,  attended  by  her 

footman, 
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footman,  to  take  a  little  air  on  a  fine  new 
pavement  at  her  own  door,  in  one  of  our 
mod  even,  broad,  and  quiet  ftreets.  Having 
walked  gently  to  the  end  of  the  ftreet,  where 
there  was  a  very  fmooth  croffing  place ;  {he 
thought  ihe  would  go  over,  for  a  little 
variety,  and  return  towards  her  houfe  by 
walking  along  the  other  fide  of  the  ftreet. 
Being  heavy,  and  not  unmindful  of  her 
fituation,  {he  was  ftepping  very  {lowly  and 
cautioufly,  for  fear  of  meeting  with  any 
accident.  When  fhe  had  advanced  a  few 
fteps  in  crofting  the  ftreet,  a  man  came  up 
on  a  fmart  trot,  riding  on  a  cart,  which 
made  a  great  rattling  noife.  He  was  at  a 
fufficient  diftance  to  let  her  get  quite  over, 
or  to  return  back  with  great  deliberation ; 
$nd  ftie  would  have  been  perfe&ly  fafe,  if 
{lie  had  flood  ftill.  But  {he  was  ft  ruck 
with  a  panic,  loft  her  judgment  and  fenfes, 
and  the  horror  of  confufion  between  going 
on,  or  returning  back,  both  of  which  ihe 
attempted,  fhe  crofted  the  horfe  at  the  pre- 
cife  point  of  time  to  be  caught  and  entangled 
in  the  wheel,  was  thrown  down,  fo  torn  and 
mafhed  in  her  fiefli  and  bones,  that  £he  was 

T  4  taken 
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taken  up  perfe&ly  fenfelefs,  and  carried 
home  without  the  lead  profpe£t  of  a  reco¬ 
very.  This  lady  was  in  the  prime  of  life, 
living  in  affluence,  beloved  by  her  family, 
and  refpe&ed  by  all  the  world.  No  imagina¬ 
tion  could  fugged  an  idea  of  her  intending 
to  deftroy  herfelf;  but  if  her  fituation  in 
life  at  that  time  could  have  favoured  fuch  a 
fuppofition,  we  fee  in  fa that  the  mod 
unquedionable  proof  that  fhe  could  have 
iaved  herfelf,  either  by  going  on,  or  by  turn¬ 
ing  back,  or  by  danding  dill,  would  have 
fignified  nothing  towards  proving  that  fhe 
had  intended  to  put  an  end  to  her  own  life, 
and  to  that  of  her  child.  One  fhudders  to 

»  S*  ...  I 

think  that  innocent  women  may  have  dif¬ 
fered  an  ignominious  death,  from  fuch  equi¬ 
vocal  proofs  and  inconclufive  reafoning. 

Mod  of  thefe  reflexions  would  naturally 
occur  to  any  unprejudiced  perfon,  and 
therefore  upon  a  trial  in  this  country,  where 
we  are  fo  happy  as  to  be  under  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  judges,  who  by  their  education, 
fludies,  and  habits,  are  above  the  reach  of 
vulgar  prejudices,  and  make  it  a  rule  for 
their  conduct  to  fuppofe  the  accufed  party 

innocent^ 
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innocent,  till  guilt  be  proved.  With  fuch 
judges,  I  fay,  there  will  be  little  danger 
of  an  innocent  woman  being  condemned 
by  falfe  reafoning.  But  danger,  in  the 
cafes  of  which  we  are  now  treating,  may 
arife  from  the  evidence  and  opinions  given 
by  phyfical  people,  who  are  called  in  to 
fettle  queftions  in  fcience,  which  judges 
and  jurymen  are  fuppofed  not  to  know  with 
accuracy.  In  general  I  am  afraid  too  much 
has  been  left  to  our  decifion.  Many  of  our 
profeffion  are  not  fo  converfant  with  fcience 
as  the  world  may  think;  and  fome  of  us 
are  a  little  difpofed  to  grafp  at  authority  in 
a  public  examination,  by  giving  a  quick 
and  decided  opinion,  where  it  fhould  have 
been  guarded  with  doubt ;  a  chara&er  which 
no  man  fhould  be  ambitious  to  acquire,  who 
in  his  profeffion  is  prefumed  every  day  to 
be  deciding  nice  queftions  upon  which  the 
life  of  a  patient  may  depend. 

To  form  a  folid  judgment  about  the  birth 
of  a  new-born  child,  from  the  examination 
of  its  body,  a  profeffional  man  fhould  have 
feen  many  new-- born  children,  both  ftill- 

born,  and  fuch  as  had  outlived  their  birth  a 

\  ■  ,>  2  w  ,  *  * 

fhort 
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fhort  time  only :  and  he  fhould  have  differ¬ 
ed,  or  attended  the  diffeffions  of  a  number 
of  bodies  in  the  different  ftages  of  advancing 
putrefadion.  I  have  often  feen  various 
common  and  natural  appearances,  both  in¬ 
ternal  and  external,  miftaken  for  marks  of 
a  violent  death.  I  remember  a  child  which 
was  found  in  a  compreffed  ftate  and  globu¬ 
lar  form,  and,  like  hardened  dough,  had  re¬ 
tained  all  the  concave  impreffions  which 
had  been  made  where  any  part  of  the  fkin 
and  flefh  had  been  preffed  inwards.  The  ' 
jury  had  got  an  opinion  that  this  moulding 
of  the  flefii  could  not  have  happened,  ex¬ 
cept  the  infant  had  been  put  into  that  com¬ 
preffed  ftate  while  it  was  alive.  My  anato¬ 
mical  employments  enabled  me  to  remove 
all  their  doubts  about  the  fad.  I  offered 
to  make  the  experiment  before  them,  if  they 
pleafed ;  the  child  fhould  be  laid  in  warm 
water,  till  its  flefh  fhould  become  foft  and 
pliable,  as  in  a  body  juft  dead ;  then  it 
fhould  be  compreffed,  and  remain  fo  till 
cold,  and  then  they  would  fee  the  fame  effect 
produced.  They  were  fatisfied,  without 
making  the  trial. 


In 
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In  many  cafes,  to  judge  of  the  death  of  a 
child,  it  may  be  material  to  attend  accu¬ 
rately  to  the  force  of  cohefion  between  the 
fkin  and  the  fcarf-fkin ;  and  fiill  more,  to 
be  well  acquainted  with  the  various  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  blood  fettling  upon  the  exter¬ 
nal  parts  of  the  body,  and  tranfuding 
through  all  the  internal  parts  in  proportion 
to  the  time  that  it  has  been  dead,  and  to  the 
degree  of  heat  in  which  it  has  been  kept. 

When  a  child’s  head  or  face  looks  fwoln 
and  is  very  red,  or  black,  the  vulgar,  be- 
caufe  hanged  people  look  fo,  are  apt  to  con¬ 
clude  that  it  muft  have  been  ftrangled.  But 
thofe  who  are  in  the  pradice  of  midwifery 
know,  that  nothing  is  more  common  in  na¬ 
tural  births,  and  that  the  fwelling  and  deep 
colour  go  gradually  off,  if  the  child  lives 
but  a  few  days.  This  appearance  is  parti¬ 
cularly  obfervable  in  thofe  cafes  where  the 
navel- firing  happens  to  gird  the  child’s 
neck,  and  wdiere  its  head  happens  to  be 
born  feme  time  before  its  body. 

There  are  many  other  circumfiances  to 
|oe  learned  by  an  extenfive  experience  in 
^natomy  and  midwifery,  which,  for  fear  of 
.  making 
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making  this  paper  prolix,  and  thence  lefs 
ufeful,  I  lhall  pafs  over,  and  come  to  the 
material  queftion,  viz.  in  fufpicious  cafes, 
how  far  may  we  conclude  that  the  child  was 
born  alive,  and  probably  murdered  by  its 
mother  if  the  lungs  fwim  in  water  ? 

Firft,We  may.be  allured  that  they  contain 
air.  Then  we  are  to  find  out  if  that  air  be 
generated  by  putrefa&ion. 

Secondly,  To  determine  this  queftion,  we 
are  to  examine  the  other  internal  parts,  to 
fee  if  they  be  emphyfematous  or  contain 
air ;  and  we  muft  examine  the  appearance 
of  the  air-bubbles  in  the  lungs  with  parti¬ 
cular  attention.  If  the  air  which  is  in  them, 
be  that  of  refpiration,  the  air-bubbles  will 
hardly  be  vilible  to  the  naked  eye;  but  if 
the  air-bubbles  be  large,  or  if  they  run  in, 
lines  along  the  fiffures  between  the  compo¬ 
nent  lobuli  of  the  lungs,  the  air  is  certainly 
emphyfematous,  and  not  air  which  had  been 
taken  in  by  breathing. 

Thirdly,  If  the  air  in  the  lungs  be  found 
to  be  contained  in  the  natural  air-veficles, 
and  to  have  the  appearance  of  air  received 
into  them  by  breathing,  let  us  next  find  out 
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if  that  air  was  not  perhaps  blown  into  the 
lungs  after  the  death  of  the  infant.  It  is 
fo  generally  known  that  a  child,  born  appa¬ 
rently  dead,  may  be  brought  to  life  by  in¬ 
flating  its  lungs,  that  the  mother  herfelf, 
or  fome  other  perfon,  might  have  tried  the 
experiment.  It  might  even  have  been  done 
with  a  mod  diabolical  intention  of  bringing 
about  the  condemnation  of  the  mother. 

But  the  mod  dangerous  and  the  mod 
common  error  into  which  we  are  apt  to 
fall,  is  this,  viz.  fuppofing  the  experiment 
to  have  been  fairly  made,  and  that  we  have 
guarded  againfi;  every  deception  above  men¬ 
tioned,  wre  may  rafhly  conclude  that  the 
child  was  born  alive,  and  therefore  mud 
probably  have  been  murdered  ;  efpecially  in 
a  cafe  where  the  mother  had  taken  pains, 
by  fecreting  the  child,  to  conceal  the  birth. 
As  this  laft  circumftance  has  generally  great 
weight  wuth  a  jury,  I  will  only  obferve,  that 
in  fair  equity,  it  cannot  amount  to  more 
than  a  ground  of  fufpicion,  and  therefore 
fhoiild  not  determine  a  queftion,  otherwife 
doubtful,  between  an  acquittal,  or  an  igno¬ 
minious  death. 


Here 
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Here  let  us  fuppofe  a  cafe  which  every 
body  will  allow  to  be  very  poffible.  Ari 
unmarried  woman,  becoming  pregnant,  is 
ftriving  to  conceal  her  fhame,  and  laying  the 
beft  fcheme  that  fhe  can  devife,  for  faving 
her  own  life  and  that  of  the  child,  and  at 
the  fame  time  concealing  the  fecret — but  her 
plan  is  at  once  difconcerted,  by  her  being 
unexpectedly  and  fuddenly  taken  ill  by  her-' 
felf,  and  delivered  of  a  dead  child*  If  the 
law  punifhes  fuch  a  woman  with  death  for 

not  publifhing  her  fhame,  does  it  not  re^ 

* 

quire  more  from  human  nature  than  wreak 
human  nature  can. bear  ?  In  a  cafe  fo  cir- 
cumftanced,  furely  <the  only  crime  is  the 
having  been  pregnant,  which  the  law  does 
not  mean  to  punifh  with  death  ;  and  the 
attempt  to  conceal  it  by  fair  means  fhould 
not  be  punifhable  by  death,  as  that  attempt 
feems  to  arife  from  a  principle  of  virtuous 
fhame. 

Having  (hewn  that  the  fecreting  of  the 
child  amounts  at  mo  ft  to  fufpicion  only,  let 
us  return  to  the  mod  important  queftion  of 
all,  viz.  If  in  the  cafe  of  a  concealed  birth, 
it  be  clearly  made  out  that  the  child  had 
breathed,  may  we  infer  that  it  was  murdered? 

Certainly 
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Certainly  not.  It  is  certainly  a  circum- 
ftance,  like  the  laft,  which  amounts  only  to 
fufpicion.  To  prove  this  important  truth 
to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  the  reader,  it  may  be 
thought  fit  to  aflert  the  following  fads, 
which  I  know  from  experience  to  be  true, 
and  which  will  be  confirmed  by  every  per- 
fon  who  has  been  much  employed  in  mid¬ 
wifery. 

1.  If  a  child  makes  but  one  gafp,  and  in- 
flantly  dies,  the  lungs  will  fwim  in  water  as 
readily  as  if  it  breathed  longer,  and  had 
then  been  firangled. 

2.  A  child  will  very  commonly  breathe  as 
foon  as  its  mouth  is  born,  or  protruded  from 
the  mother,  and  in  that  cafe  may  lofe  its  life 
before  its  body  be  born ;  efpecially  when 
there  happens  to  be  a  confiderable  interval 
of  time  between  what  we  may  call  the  birth 
of  the  child’s  head,  and  the  protrufion  of  its 
body.  And  if  this  may  happen  where  the 
beft  affiftance  is  at  hand,  it  is  ftill  more 
likely  to  happen  when  there \is  none;  that 
is,  where  the  woman  is  delivered  by  herfelf. 

3.  We  frequently  fee  children  born,  who 
from  circumftances  in  their  conftitution,  or 


in 
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in  the  nature  of  the  labour,  are  but  barely 
alive ;  and  after  breathing  a  minute  or  two, 
or  an  hour  or  two,  die  in  fpite  of  all  our 
attention.  And  why  may  not  that  misfor¬ 
tune  happen  to  a  woman  who  is  brought  to 
bed  by  herfelf  ? 

4.  Sometimes  a  child  is  born  fo  weak, 
that  if  it  be  left  to  itfelf,  after  breathing  or 
fobbing,  it  might  probably  die,  yet  may  be 
roufed  to  life  by  blowing  into  its  lungs,  ap¬ 
plying  warmth  and  volatiles,  rubbing  it, 
&c.  &c.  But  in  the  cafes  which  we  have 
been  confidering,  fuch  means  of  faving  life 
are  not  to  be  expe&ed. 

5.  When  a  woman  is  delivered  by  her¬ 
felf,  a  ftrong  child  may  be  born  perfedly 
alive,  and  die  in  a  very  few  minutes  for 
want  of  breath ;  either  by  being  upon  its 
face  in  a  pool  made  by  the  natural  dif- 
charges,  or  upon  wet  cloaths ;  or  by  the 
wet'things  over  it  collapfing  and  excluding 
air,  or  drawn  clofe  to  its  mouth  and  nofe 
by  the  fudion  of  breathing.  An  unhappy 
woman  delivered  by  herfelf,  diftraded  in 
her  mind,  and  exhaufted  in  her  body,  will 
not  have  ftrength  or  recolledion  enough  to 

'  fly 
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fly  inftantly  to  the  relief  of  the  child.  To 

illuftrate  this  important-truth,  I  {hall  give 

% 

a  fhort  cafe. 

A  lady,  at  a  pretty  diftant  quarter  of  the 
town,  was  taken  with  labour-pains  in  the 
night-time.  Her  nurfe,  who  fiept  in  the 
houfe,  and  her  fervants,  were  called  up, 
and  I  was  fent  for.  Her  labour  proved 
hafty,  and  the  child  was  born  before  my 
arrival.  The  child  cried  inftantly,  and  Ihe 
felt  it  moving  ftrongly.  Expe&ing  every 
moment  to  fee  me  come  into  her  bed¬ 
chamber,  and  being  afraid  that  the  child 
might  be  fomeway  injured,  if  an  unfkilful' 
perfon  Ihould  take  upon  her  the  office  of  a 
midwife  upon  the  occafion,  fhe  would  not 
permit  the  nurfe  to  touch  the  ‘child,  but 
kept  herfelf  in  a  very  fatiguing  pofture, 
that  the  child  might  not  be  preffed  upon, 

or  fmothered,  I  found  it  lying  on  its  face, 

/ 

in  a  pool  which  was  made  by  the  dif* 
charges ;  and  fo  completely  dead,  that  all 
my  endeavours  to  rouze  it  to  life  proved 
vain. 

Thefe  fa  efts  deferve  a  ferious  confidera- 
tion  from  the  public:  and  as  I  am  under 
Vol.  VI.  U  a  con- 

1 

%  / 

v  A'  „v  * 


/ 


Medical  Obferv.aiions  and  Inquiries . 

a  conviction  of  mind,  that,  when  generally 
known,  they  may  be  the  means  of  faving 
iome  unhappy  and  innocent  women,  I  re¬ 
gard  the  publication  of  them  as  an  indif- 
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XXVII.  Three  Cafes  of  Mal-conformation 
in  the  Heart .  By  the  late  William 

Hunter,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  Phyfcian  Extra¬ 
ordinary  to  the  ®ueen,  and  Member  of  the 
P^oyal  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris.  Ready 
July  28,  1783. 

To  the  MEMBERS  of  the  MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 

- 

IN  obedience  to  your  command,  Gentle¬ 
men,  I  now  communicate  the  cafes 
which  I  mentioned  to  you,  when  Dr.  Pul- 
teney’s  account  of  an  extraordinary  con¬ 
formation  of  the  heart  was  read,  and  which 
■  >  • 

you  were  defirous  of  prefenting  with  it  to 
the. public. 


CASE  I. 

A  male  child,  the  firft  of  the  parents, 
was  born  at  eight  months,  by  the  mother’s 
reckoning.  As  the  labour  was  perfectly 

U  Z  natural, 
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natural,  the  infant  was  prefently  given  up 
to  the  care  of  the  nurfe,  in  the  ufual  way ; 
£nd  the  proper  attention  was  continued  to 
the  mother,  for  about  ten  minutes  longer. 
When  I  went  to  fee  the  child,  which,  as  far 
as  I  had  obferved,  at  firft  breathed  and  cried 
in  the  common  way,  the  nurfe  made  me  an 
expreffive  fignal,  by  her  hand  and  counte¬ 
nance,  that  fomething  was  very  wrong : 
foe  dur ft  not  fpeak,  for  fear  of  alarming 
the  mother,  but  whifpered  me  that  the 
child  was  in  a  fit.  Its  fkin  was  every 
where  very  black,  and  the  breathing  labo¬ 
rious  ;  but  the  mod  uncommon  appearance 
was  the  motion  of  its  heart,  which  was  fo 
violent,  that  it  could  be  feen  outwardly  from 
a  confiderable  diftance,  keeping  up  a  con- 
ftant  and  violent  movement  of  the 
cordia .  When  I  kept  my  hand  upon  the 
part,  the  throbbing  ftruggle  was  terrifying 
to  me. 

It  is  common  to  fee  children  black*  and 

H  »  “  * 

labouring  in  their  breath,  for  fome  little 
time  after  birth.  I  was  therefore  in  hope, 
that,  by  crying,  fneezing,  or  coughing,  the 
air  paflages  would  be  cleared  of  the 

phlegm, 
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phlegm,  and  that  the  fymptoms  would 
gradually  go  off.  I  applied  vtilatiles  to 
the  nofe  and  mouth  ;  ufed  warm  fridions  ; 
and,  as  Toon  as  it  could  be  prepared,’  or¬ 
dered  a  clyfter  to  be  thrown  up,,  which  had 
its  effect  immediately.  But  I  was  foon 
Convinced  that  there  waS  fomething  very 
particular  in  the  cafe,  and  probably  net  to 
be  remedied;  I  ordered  a  blifter  to  be  cp- 
plied  to  the  neck ;  gave  the  proper  alarm 
to  the  family  ;  had  the  comfort  of  a  con¬ 
futation  with  the  family  phyfician  ;  and 
was  very  foon  convinced,  that  I  could  be 
of  no  fervice  to  the  child. 

He  lived  thirteen  days.  During  all  that 
time,  the  very  uncommon  palpitation  and 
throbbing  at  the  heart  continued  ;  the  black- 
nefs  of  the  Ikin  never  went  off,  but  only 
at  times  was  lefs ;  and  even  then,  the 
change  was  rather  to  a  dead-pale  or  afti 
colour.  There  was  hardly  ever  any  of  the 
carnation  or  erimfon  tint.  Neither  the 
blifter,  nor  enema ,  nor  gentle  purges,  nor 
volatiles  and  foetid  medicines,  nor  feverai 
reputable  family-fit-waters,  which  were 
prefled  upon  the  parents,  with  the  recom- 

U  3  mendation 
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mendation  of  having  never  failed  in  fimi- 
lar  cafes,  had  any  fenfible  good  effe£L  He 
took  very  little  nourifhment ;  hardly  ever 
fucked,  but  was  fed  with  milk  frefh  drawn 
from  the  nurfe’s  breaft.  He  was  attended^ 
with  the  moft  affiduous  care,  day  and  night. 
1  had  little  hope  from  the  time  when  1  firft 
faw  that  the  extraordinary  ftruggle  at  the 
heart  was  not  of  a  tranfient  nature.  For 
two  or  three  days  before  death,  he  was  fuch 
an  opprefied  and  miferable  looking  objeft, 
that  every  body  faw  he  could  not  live  much 
longer.  In  this  low  ftate,  he  went  into 
convulfions,  of  which  he  fuftained  a  num¬ 
ber  before  he  parted  with  life. 

Permiffion  was  eafily  obtained  to  exa¬ 
mine  the  dead  body  next  day,  that,  if  pof- 
fible,  we  might  know  the  nature  of  the 
complaint  with  more  certainty,  and  be  en¬ 
abled,  perhaps,  to  be  of  more  fervice,  if 
any  thing  fnnilar  fhould  again  happen  in 
the  family.  No  uncommon  morbid  ap¬ 
pearance  could  be  difcovered  in  any  place 
but  at  and  about  the  heart.  The  vefiels  in 
general,  and  efpecially  the  veins,  were  dif- 
tended  with  a  dark;  or  black  blood  y  and 

:  for 
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for  that  reafon,  the  heart  itfelf  looked  as  ir 
the  coronary  veflels  had  been  very  fuccefs- 
fully  injected  with  a  black  or  dark-blue  co¬ 
loured  fluid. 

The  great  peculiarity  of  the  cafe  was  d 
preternatural  conformation  of  the  pulmo¬ 
nary  artery,  which,  at  its  beginning  froni 
the  right  ventricle,  wds  contracted  into  a 
folid  fubftance  or  cord,  and  abfolutely  and 
completely  impervious ;  fo  that  the  lungs 
had  not  received  one  droo  of  blood  from 

k 

the  heart  by  the  trunk  of  the  pulmonary 
artery.  The  right  ventricle,  therefore,  had 
been  of  no  ufe  in  iranfmitting  the  blood, 
and  had  fcarcely  any  cavity  left. 1  The 
blood  which  was  brought  to  the  right  au¬ 
ricle,  by  the  two  caV#  and  coronary  veins, 
had  palTed  through  the  foramen  ovale>  which 
was  very  large,  into  the  left-fide  of  the 
heartland  fo  into  the  aorta ,  without  palling 
through  the  lungs,  and  of  courfe,  without 
receiving  the  benefit  of  refpiration.*  The 
pulmonary  artery,  except  juft  at  its  begin¬ 
ning,  was  every  where  pervious,  though 
fmall ;  and  the  canalis  arteriofus  had  f ap¬ 
plied  it  with  a  fcanty  (hare  of  blood,  which' 

U  4  was 
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was  derived,  in  a  retrogade  way,  from  the 
aorta .  It  was  that  fmall  portion  only  of 
the  blood  which  had  received  the  good  ef¬ 
fects  of  air  and  breathing. 

I  inje&ed  the  heart  with  plain  fuet,  after 
having  carefully  examined  it ;  and  when  it 
had  been  hardened  by  being  kept  in  fpirits 
fome  time,  I  opened  both  the  auricle  and' 
ventricle  of  the  right  fide,  and  picked  out 
the  luet,  to  difcover  more  exa£Uy  the  date 
of  thefe  two  cavities. 

The  two  annexed  Figures  will  give  a 
clear  idea  of  this  wonderful  heart. 

Fig.  I.  A  View  of  the  Heart  from  the  Left 

Side .  1 

A— The  uppermoft  part  of  the  right  ven¬ 
tricle,  from  which  the  pulmonary  artery 
commonly  begins. 

B — The  left  ventricle. 

C — The  right  auricle. » 

D — The  left  auricle. 

E — The  cut  furface  where  the  afcending 
appendage  of  the  left  auricle  was  cut  off, 
to  give  a  diftindl  view  of  the  peculiar 
conformation  of  the  pulmonary  artery 
in  this  fubje£t. 


F — Tjbe 
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f — The  afcending  aorta,  which  was  larger 
and  more  ferpentine  in  its  courfe  than 
ordinary, 

G — The  three  afcending  branches  from  the 
curvature  of  the  aorta. 

H — The  beginning  of  the  defcending  aorta.' 

I — The  trunk  of  the  pulmonary  artery, 
which,  at  its  beginning  from  the  right 
ventricle,  was  contracted  and  totally  im¬ 
pervious. 

K — The  right  branch  of  the  pulmonary 
artery.  ,*  1  4 

L — The  left  branch  of  that  veflfel. 

M — The  canalis  arteriofusy  which,  in  its 
courfe,  was  very  particular.  Inftead  of 
going  backwards,  as  a  continuation  of 
the  trunk  of  the  pulmonary  artery,  it 
began  from  the  left  branch  of  that  arte¬ 
ry,  rifing  upwards  and  forwards  to  its 
termination  in  the  curvature  of  the  aorta, 
nearly  under,  or  oppofite,  to  the  left  fub- 
clavian.  It  had  carried  the  blood  from 
the  aorta  to  the  pulmonary  artery ;  and 
therefore  took  the  appearance  of  a  branch 
of  the  aorta,  rather  than  of  the  pulmo¬ 
nary  artery. 

•.  •  '  Fig.  IT. 
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?XG.  II.  A  View  of  the  fame  Heart  from  this 
Right  fide  and  Under  party  the  Right 
Auricle  having  been  largely  opened ,  and 
the  Suet  picked  out ,  to  fhew  its  Cavity . 

A“*The  flat  under-fide  of  the  heart,  which 
lay  upon  the  diaphragm,  on  which  are 
feen  the  coronary  veffels  running  towards 
the  apexy  and  marking  the  partition  be¬ 
tween  the  left  ventricle  and  the  right  5 
which  laft,  in  this  cafe*  was  remarkably 
fmall. 

B— The  upper  point  or  appendage  of  the 
right  auricle. 

G — -Part  of  the  aorta  afcendens . 

D — The  aorta  defcendens . 

E — The  great  finus  of  the  left  auricle. — • 
Above  and  below  this  letter  are  feen,  the' 
trunks  of  the  pulmonary  veins  coming 
into  it  from  the  right  tide. 

F — The  upper  cava  opening  into  the  right 
auricle. — In  this  view,  its  orifice  in  the 
cavity  of  the  auricle  cannot  be  feen. 

G — The  valve  upon  the  foramen  ovale . 

H — The  auricular  orifice  of  the  right  veil* 
tricle,  preteruaturally  fmall. 

:  Upoa 
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Upon  opening  the  right  ventricle,  it  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  almoft  folid  flefh,  hardly  any 
of  the  cavity  having  remained  open.  It 
was  therefore  very  plain,  that  there  had 
been  no  circulation  of  blood  through  the 
right  ventricle.  The  returning  blood  of 
both  cav£  had  pa  fled  through  the  foramen 
ovale  and  left  ventricle,  into  the  aorta ; 
from  which,  by  the  canalis  arteriofusy  a 
fmall  portion  had  been  conveyed,  by  a  re¬ 
trograde  motion,  into  the  left  branch  of  the 
pulmonary  artery,  and  thence,  no  doubtt 
through  the  whole,  to  receive  the  benefit  oS 
-  refpiration. 


CASE  II. 


The  fecond  cafe  was  likewife  that  of  a 
firft-born  male  child,  who  was  remarkable 
for  ill  health  from  his  birth.  I  had  not 
either  feen  him,  or  been  confulted  for  him, 
till  he  was  about  eight  years  old  ;  and  he 
lived  till  he  was  thirteen.  His  figure  was 
very  extraordinary.  In  heighth,  he  was 
nearly  what  might  be  exne&ed  at  his  age; 

w***:v*  ,  ;  but 
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but  he  was  not  fuch  in  thicknefs  in  any  part 
of  his  body.  And  though  he  was  remark¬ 
ably  thin,  he  had  not  the  look  of  being 
wafted  by  consumption  ;  on  the  contrary^ 
it  appeared  to  be  his  natural  habit.  If  a 
man  had  never  Seen  any  of  the  canine 
fpecies  but  the  bull -dog,'  for  example,  he 
would  be  much  Struck  at  the  firft  fight  of 
the  Header  and  delicate  Italian  greyhound. 
This  young  gentleman’s  figure  put  me  in 
mind  of  that  animal ;  and  when  I  looked 

<iV 

upon  his  legs  particularly,  I  could  not  but 
think'of  the  limbs  of  a  wading  water-fowl. 
His  complexion  had  never  been  frefb, 

•  *  S  »  ' 

but  always  dark,  or  tending  to  black.  He 
had  been  reared  with  the  utmoft  attention  ; 
and  his  affectionate  parents  hardly  ever 
durft  entertain  hopes  of  his  arriving  at  the 
age  of  manhood.  The  beft  phyficiaris  of 
the  times  had  dire&ed  his  health  ;  and  va^ 

4 

nous  methods  of  cure  had  been  tried,1  with 
little  apparent  benefit.  The  moft  diftreffing 
fymptoms  were  fits,  which  were  always 
alarming,  fometimes  more  violent  and  more 
frequent  than  at  other  times,  and  in  general 
vvorfe  when  he  was  in  town  than  in  the 

0  c> 

country  £ 


1 
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country ;  for  which  reafon  he  was  kept  for 
fome  years  almoft  conftantly  at  his  father’s 
.country- leaf.  When  the  fit  was  coming 
upon  him,  he  was  commonly  fenfible  of  it: 
he  grew  opprefted  at  his  heart,  became  weak 
or  faint,  grpw  dark  in  his  colour,  and  at  laft 
almoft  black,  fell  down,  and  feerned  infen- 
fjble.  He  commonly  foon  came  out  of  the 
fit,  with  fobbing  and  yawning,  and  a  fenfe 
of  fatigue.  Any  hurry  upon  his  fpirits, 
or  brifk  motion  of  his  body,  would  gene¬ 
rally  occafion  a  fit.  And  for  fome  of  the 
laft  years  of  his  life,  he  had  found  out,  by 
his  own  obfervation,  that,  when  the  fit  was 
coming  upon  him,  he  could  efcape  it  alto¬ 
gether,  or  at  leaft  take  confiderably  from 
its  violence  or  duration,  by  inftantly  lying 
down  upon  the  carpet,  on  his  left  fide,  and 
remaining  immoveably  in  that  pofition  for 
about  ten  minutes.  I  faw  the  experiment 
made  with  fuccefs. 

When  I  had  attentively  confidered  the 
cafe,  I  "gave  it  as  my  opinion  that  there  was 
a  peculiarity  of  conftitution  about  the  heart, 
of  a  very  fingular  nature,  which  we  could 
pot  fuppofe  that  any  medicine  could  reach 

or 
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or  correct.  Therefore,  I  had  nothing  to 
recommend,  but  to  keep  him  as  quiet  as 
poffible  in  the  country,  upon  a  very  careful 
regimen.  And  I  hinted  to  his  father,  who 
defpaired  of  his  living  any  time,  if  he 
fhould  be  carried  off  in  one  of  thefe  fits,' 
that  it  would  be  unpardonable  to  negledt 
the  opportunity  of  difcovering  the  caufe  of 
his  ill  health.  • 

When  the  event  took  place,  I  was  fent 
for  to  examine  the  body  in  the  moft  private 
way  poffible,  to  avoid  giving  offence  to 
feme  female  relations.  The  caufe  of  his 
complaint  was  then  very  apparent.  There 
was  a  fingular  conformation  of  the  heart, 
which  allowed  only  a  very  fmall  portion  of 
the  blood  to  pafs  through  the  lungs.  That 
peculiarity  was  partly  in  the  pulmonary  ar¬ 
tery,  which  was  fo  fmall  at  its  beginning 
from  the  right  ventricle,  that  it  would  bare¬ 
ly  give  paffage  to  a  fmall  probe ;  in  which 
refpedt  it  was  fomewhat  fimilar  to  the  firft 
cafe.  But  there  was  another  peculiarity, 
in  which  it  was  fimilar  to  the  cafe  related 

\  '  ;tv'4  v  A|| 

by  Dr.  Poulteney,  viz .  the  feptum  cordis 
was  deficient,  or  perforated  at  the  balls  of 

the 
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the  heart ;  fo  as,  in  the  dead  body,  to  allow 
my  thumb  (a  fmall  one)  to  pals  aerofs,  from 
pither  ventricle  to  the  other,  the  orifice  of 
the  aorta  being  fituated  fo  clofe  to  this  per¬ 
foration,  as,  in  the  aftion  of  the  heart,  to 
receive  the  blood  from  the  right  ventricle 
as  well  as  from  the  left. 

The  following  fketches  will  explain  thefe 
fails.  I  call  them  {ketches,  to  apologize  for 
the  execution.  I  was  permitted  to  keep  the 
parts  in  town  one  day  only  :  my  ordinary 
draughtfman  was  out  of  the  way  at  the 
time,  and  1  was  obliged  to  employ  one, 
who,  though  a  very  confiderable  artift,  had 
never  done  any  thing  of  the  kind  ;  and  I 
was  frequently  called  from  him  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day. 


CASE  III. 

■i 

To  thefe  two  cafes  may  be  added  a  thirds 
fomewhat  fimilar,  from  my  anatomical  imc 
feum.  No  more  is  known  of  the  hiftorv 
of  the  child,  whofe  heart  is  next  to  be  de¬ 
fer  ibed,  than  that  it  was  ftill-born  at  fi:£ 

months*. 
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months.  It  was  brought  to  our  differing-* 
room  as  fuch,  and  injedted.  Mr.  Cruik> 
fhank  made  a  preparation  of  the  heart,  by 
opening  fully  the  cavities,  both  of  the  right 
and  of  the  left  fide,  to  give  a  diftindt  view 
of  the  foramen  ovale  and  its  valve,  on  both 
fjdes.  He  then  obferved  a  hole  in  the  fep- 
tum  ventriculorum ,  at  the  bafis  of  the  heart, 
offering  a  ready  paffage  to  a  goofe-quill, 
from  either  ventricle  to  the  other.  The 
edge  of  the  hole  all  round  was  fmooth ;  fo 
that  it  plainly  appeared  to  have  exifted  from 
the  firft  formation.  No  other  peculiarity 
was  obferved  in  this  little  heart,  except  that 
the  valve  of  th t  foramen  ovale  was  not  only 
very  thin,  but  cribriform,  being  irregularly 
perforated  by  a  great  number  of  fmall  holes, 
like  a  piece  of  lace,  as  we  fometim$s  fee  the 
valvula  nobi/is  in  young  fubjedts,  Thia 
heart  is  reprefented  in  two  figures. 


Reflexions  on  the  preceding  Cafes . 

In  the  firft  and  fecond  cafe,  the  material 
difad  vantage  feems  to  have  been,  the  want 
of  the  full  effedt  of  refpiration  on  the  blood. 

14 
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In  the  firfi;  cafe,  fo  little  of  the  blood 
pafled  through  the  lungs,  that  life  was  ex- 
tinguifhed  in  thirteen  days  :  in  the  fecond, 
enough  palled  through  the  lungs  to  fup- 
port  a  weak  and  tottering  life  for  as  many 
years. 

As  the  carnation  tint  of  complexion  de¬ 
pends  on  the  florid  colour  of  the  blood, 

%  V 

the  dark  or  grey  complexion  of  both  thefe 
patients  correfponds  particularly  with  the 
obfervation  of  the  latefl  philofophers  we 
might  fay,  indeed,  of  all  ages,  that  the  blood 
takes  its  bright  hue  in  the  lungs  from  re- 
fpi  ration. 

In  the  young  gentleman,  who  lived  thir¬ 
teen  years,  why  there  was  not  the  full  ef¬ 
fect  of  nutrition,  or  why  he  did  not  in- 

\  4 

creafe  in  thicknefs  as  well  as  in  length,  I 
leave  to  be  explained  by  thofe  philofophers 
who  know  exactly  the  whole  procefs  of  nu¬ 
trition,  and  can  tell  us  why  blood  does  not 
anfwer  the  porpofe  fo  well,  which  has  all 
pafled  through  the  lungs. 

In  preternatural  cafes,  we  often  obferve 
that  what  is  preternaturally  deficient  or 
wanting,  is  in  fome  other  way  preternatu- 
Vol.VI.  X  '  rally/ 
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rally  made  up  or  compenfated.  Thus,  in 

+  V 

the  fecond  cafe  above-mentioned,  where 
the  pulmonary  artery  was  preternaturally 
too  Anal!  to  give  paiTage  to  the  whole  blood 
of  the  right  ventricle,  there  was  a  preter¬ 
natural  communication  through  the  feptum 
cordis  between  that  ventricle  and  the  aorta , 
as  if  formed  on  purpofe  to  make  up  for 
that  defedt.  This  may  be  the  cafe.  Or 
there  is  another  point  of  view  in  which 
fuch  appearances  may  be  feen,  viz.  without 
fome  fuch  compenfation  life  could  not  go 
on  ;  the  fruit  of  the  womb  could  not  be 
brought  forward  enough  to  become  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  our  (examination  and  inquiry:  and 
therefore  we  may  fuppofe,  that  in  very 
early  life  thoufands  of  animal  fyftems  may 
be  loft  by  reafon  of  fome  preternatural  ftruc- 
ture,  without  fuch  compenfation  being  pro¬ 
vided  as  to  allow  the  fabric  to  go  on. 

The  fecond  cafe — the  young  gentleman’s 
was  fuch  a  fabric  as  could  not  outlive  thir¬ 
teen  years  ;  the  ftrft  cafe,  the  infant’s,  was 
fuch  as  mu  ft  flop  and  go  to  ruin  in  thirteen 
days  after  its  birth  ;  that  very  common  fpe- 
cies  of  monfter,  the  child  without  a  brain, 
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in  moft  inftances  goes  on  very  well  in  aU 
its  functions  till  it  is  born,  and  then  it  mud 
die;  a  child  frequently  thrives  very  well 

in  utero  till  about  feven  months,  and  then 
without  any  apparent  reafon  dies  ;  it  is 

ftill  much  more  common  for  the  foetus  in 
utero  to  live  and  thrive  very  well  till  about 
the  fixth  or  feventh  week,  when  it  certainly 
dies.  In  thofe,  which  are  by  far  the  moft 
common  mifcarriages,  and  which  generally 
come  away  in  the  latter  part  of  the  third 
month,  and  which  it  is  fo  difficult  to  pre¬ 
vent  by  any  ftill  or  care,  may  we  not  pre¬ 
fume  that  there  is  in  the  organs,  which 
at  that  age  are  too  delicate  to  be  objeds 
of  our  examination,  fome  uncompenfated 
defeat,  which  admits  of  their  living  only 
fo  long,  and  no  longer  ? 

The  laft  conjedure  which  we  (hall  ven¬ 
ture  to  make  is  upon  the  fcheme  which 
the  Author  of  our  nature  has  laid  down  for 
perpetuating  animals.  Particular  evils  are 
allowed  to  exift.  Many  animals,  from  the 
imperfedions  of  their  fabric,  are  neceffa- 
rily  to  periffi  before  the  common  natural 
period.  This  is  compenfated  by  a  great 

X  2  fuperfluity 
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fiiperfluity  in  the  number  ;  and  fo  it  i^  alfo 
in  the  vegetable  kingdom.  As  in  vegeta¬ 
bles  too,  the  parent  generally  produces  a 
fpecies  very  like  itfelf ;  but  fometimes  a 
different  conflitution,  whether  better  or 
worfe.  Whatever  may  happen  in  a  par¬ 
ticular  inftance,  or  with  regard  to  an  indi¬ 
vidual,  the  moft  perfect  and  found  animal 
upon  the  whole,  will  have  the  beft  chance 
of  living  to  procreate  others  of  his  kind  : 
in  other  words,  the  beft  breed  will  prevail  : 
and  the  monftrous  conftitution,  and  that 
which  is  defective,  or  of  fuch  a  fabrick  as 
neceffarily  to  breed  difeafe,  will  be  cut  off. 
The  moft  perfect  conftitution  will  be  pre- 
ferved  ;  it  will  be  moft  fufceptible  of  love, 
and  the  moft  likely  to  meet  with  a  wrarm 
return  of  that  paffion :  fo  that,  in  every 
way,  the  found  conftitution  will  have  the 
preference  in  procreation,  and  the  defec¬ 
tive,  weak,  or  difeafed  line  will  be  wearing 
out. 

If  this  doftrine  were  as  wrell  known,  and 
as  much  attended  to  in  our  country,  with 
regard  to  the  human  fpecies,  as  it  is  in 
breeding  up  horfes  and  many  other  ani¬ 
mals* 
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mals,  perfonal  qualifications  would  be  more 
attended  to  in  match-making  than  they  ge¬ 
nerally  are.  We  every  day  lee  preference 
given  to  rank  or  birth,  or  weight  of  pof- 
feflions,  at  the  expence  of  entailing  dif- 
eafes  of  body  and  mind  lipon  a  devoted 
race  doomed  to  early  extinflion. 

Your  plan,  Gentlemen,  profeiTes  to  keep 
to  practical  fuhjedts.  Some  of  your  read¬ 
ers  may  look  upon  this  communication  as 

1  *  « 

rather  philofophical  and  curious,  than 
practical  and  ufeful.  But  though  the  cure 
of  difeafes  be  the  firft  objeft  of  our  profef- 
fion,  the  knowledge  of  incurable  complaints 
is  of  much  importance  to  humanity  ;  par¬ 
ticularly  in  refraining  us  from  bleeding, 
bliftering,  vomiting,  purging,  cutting  if- 
fues,  applying  cauftics  :  in  a  word,  tor¬ 
turing  a  nnferable  and  incurable  human 
creature. 


/ 
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XXVIII.  T'he  fuccefsful  Cure  of  a  fevere 
Diforder  of  the  Stomach  by  Milk  taken 
in  [mail  Quantities  at  once.  By  the  late 
William  Hunter,  M.  D.  F .  R .  S.  Phy - 
fician  Extraordinary  to  the  Queen ,  and 
Member  of  the  Royal  Academy  cf  Sciences 
,  at  Paris.  Read ,  July  28,  1783. 

?o  the  MEMBERS  of  the  MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 

/ 

Gentlemen, 

PT'MiE  fuccefsful  cure  of  a  great  diforder 
-&•  in  the  ftomach,  by  fmall  quantities 
of  milk  alone,  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing 
Article,  which  I  have  been  ufed  to  men¬ 
tion  fo  particularly  in  my  ledures,  and 
which  you  defire  may  be  fubjoined,  was  as 
follows : 

Many  years  ago  a  gentleman  came  to  me 
from  the  eaftern  part  of  the  city,  with  his 
fon  about  eight  or  nine  years  old,  to  afk 
my  advice  for  him.  The  complaint  was 
great  pain  in  the  ftomach,  frequent  and 
t  violent 
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violent  vomitings,  great  weaknefs,  and 
wafting  of  flefh.  I  think  I  hardly  ever 
faw  a  human  creature  more  emaciated,  or 
with  a  look  more  expreffive  of  being  near 
the  end  of  all  the  miferies  of  life.  The 
diforder  was  of  fome  months  ftanding,  and, 
from  the  beginning  to  that  time,  had  been 
daily  growing  more  defperate.  He  was  at 
fchool  when  firft  taken  ill,  and  concealed 
his  diforder  for  fome  time;  but  growing 
much  worfe,  he  was  obliged  to  complain, 
and  was  brought  home  to  be  more  care¬ 
fully  attended.  From  his  fickly  look,  his 
total  lofs  of  appetite,  befides  what  he  faid 
of  the  pain  which  he  faltered,  but  efpe- 
cially  from  his  vomiting  up  ahnoft  every 
thing  which  he  (wallowed,  it  .was  evident 
that  his  diforder  was  very  ferious. 

Three  of  the  mod  eminent-phyficians  of 
that  time  attended  him  in  fucceffion,  and 
tried  a  variety  of  medicines  without  the 
lca-ft  good  efFe£L  They  had  all,  as  the 
father  told  me,  after  fufncient  trial,  given 
the  patient  tip,  having  nothing  farther  to 
propofe.  The  laft  prelcription  was  a  pill 
of  folid.  opium  ;  lor  in  the  fluid  flats, 

X  4  though 
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though  at  firft  the  opiate  had  ftaid  fome 
time  upon  his  ftomach,  and  brought  a 
temporary  relief,  it  failed  at  length,  and, 
like  food,  drink,  and  every  medicine  which 
had  been  taken,  was  prefently  brought  up 
again  by  vomiting.  The  opiate  pill  was 
therefore  given  in  hopes  that  it  would 
elude  the  expulfive  efforts  of  the  ftomach. 
It  did  fo  for  a  time  ;  but  after  a  little  ufe, 
that  likewife  brought  on  vomiting.  Then 
it  was  that  his  phyfician  was  confulted  for 
the  laft  time,  who  faid  that  he  had  nothing 
farther  to  propofe. 

Though  at  firft  the  boy  profefled  that 
he  could  afiign  no  cgufe  for  his  complaint ; 
being  ftrictly  interrogated  by  his  father  if 
he  had  ever  (wallowed  any  thing  that  could 
hurt  his  ftomach,  or  received  any  injury  by 
a  blow  or  otherwife  ;  he  confefled  that  the 
ufher  in  the  fchool  had  grafped  him  by 
the  waiftcoat  at  the  pit  of  his  ftomach,  in 
a  peevifh  fit,  and  ftiaken  him  rudely,,  for 
not  having  come  up  to  the  ufher5s  expec¬ 
tation  in  a  fchool  exercife—that  though  it 
was  not  very  painful  at  the  time,  the  dis¬ 
order  came  on  foon  after.  This  account 

%%  -  *  V*  '  •  '  r  * 
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difpofed  the  father  to  fulped,  that  the  rude 
grafp  and  fhake  had  hurt  the  ftomach. 
With  that  idea  he  brought  him  to  me  as 
an  anatomift,  that  an  accurate  examina¬ 
tion  might,  if  poffible,  difcover  the  caufe 
or  nature  of  the  diforder. 

He  was  ftripped  before  the  fire,  and  ex¬ 
amined  with  attention  in  various  fituations 
and  poftures  ;  but  no  fulnefs,  hardnefs,  or 
tumor  whatever  could  be  difcovered  :  on 
the  contrary,  he  appeared  every  where  like 
a  fkeleton  covered  with  a  mere  {kin  ;  and 
the  abdomen  was  as  fiat,  or  rather  as  much 
drawn  inwards,  as  if  it  had  not  contained 
half  the  ufual  quantity  of  bowrels. 

Having  received  all  the  information  that 
I  could  exped,  and  reflected  fome  little 
time  upon  the  cafe,  I  wiflied  to  fpeak  with 
the  father  alone  in  another  room ;  and  to 
give  my  patient  fome  employment  as  well 
as  refrefhment,  afked  him  to  take  a  little 
milk  in  the  mean  time.  But  his  father 
begged  that  taking  any  thing  into  his  fto¬ 
mach  might  be  put  off  till  he  got  home, 
becaufe  he  was  certain  it  would  make  him 
lick :  juft  before  we  fet  out,  faid  he,  I  gave 

i  ill  ,  hm 
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him  a  little  milk  ;  but  he  was  fick,  and 
birought  it  all  up  in  the  coach  before  we 
had  got  many  paces  from  the  houfe. 

In  the  adjacent  room  I  faid  to  the  fa¬ 
ther;  this  cafe,  Sir,  appears  to  me  fo  def- 
perate,  that  I  could  not  tell  you  my 
thoughts  before  your  fon.  I  think  it  moft 
probable,  no  doubt,  that  he  will  fink  un¬ 
der  it ;  and  believe  that  no  human  fagacity 
or  experience  could  pretend  to  afcertain  the 
caufe  of  his  complaint ;  and  without  fup- 
pofing  a  particular  or  fpecific  caufe,  there 
is  hardly  any  thing  to  be  aimed  at  in  the 
way  of  a  cure  :  yet,  dreadful  as  .this  lan¬ 
guage  rauft  be  to  your  ear,  I  think  you 
are  not  to  be  without  hope.  As  we  do  not 
know  the  caufe,  it  may  happen  to  be  of  a 
temporary  nature,  and  may  of  itfelf  take 
a  favourable  turn  :  we  fee  fuch  wonder¬ 
ful  changes  every  day  in  cafes  that  appear 
the  moft  defperate,  and  elpecially  in  young 
people.  In  them  the  refources  of  nature 
are  aftonifhing. 

Then  he  a  iked  me  if  I  could  communi¬ 
cate  any  rules  or  directions  for  giving  him 
a  better  chance  of  getting  that  cure  from 

nature, 
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nature,  which  he  law  he  muft  defpair  of 
from  art. 

I  told  him  that  there  were  two  things 
which  I  would  recommend.  The  firft  was 
not  fo  important,  indeed,  yet  I  thought  it 
might  be  ufeful,  and  certainly  could  do  no 
harm.  It  was  to  have  his  fon  well  rub¬ 
bed,  for  half  an  hour  together,  with  warm 
oil  and  a  warm  hand,  before  a  fire,  over 
^  and  all  around  his  ftomach,  every  morning 
and  evening.  The  oil,  perhaps,  would  do 
little  more  than  make  the  fridion  harmlefs 
as  well  as  eafy  ;  and  the  fridion  would 
both  footh  pain,  and  be  a  healthful  exer- 
cife  to  a  weak  body. 

The  fecond  thing  that  I  was  to  prcpofe 
I  imagined  to  be  of  the  utrnoft  confequence. 
It  was  fomething  which  I  had  particularly 
attended  to  in  the  diforders  of  the  ftomach, 
efpecially  vomitings.  It  was  carefully  to 
avoid  offending  a  very  weak  ftomach,  either 
with  the  quantity  or  quality  of  what  is 
taken  down  ;  and  yet  to  get  enough  re¬ 
tained  for  fupporting  life.  I  need  not  tell 
you,  Sir,  faid  I,  that  your  fon  cannot  live 
long  without  taking  fame  nourifiunent :  he 

muft 
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muft  be  fupported  to  allow  of  any  chance 
in  his  favour.  You  think  that  for  fome 
time  he  has  kept  nothing  of  what  he  fwal- 

i 

lowed  ;  but  a  fmall  part  muft  have  re¬ 
mained,  elfe  he  could  not  have  lived  till 
now.  Do  not  you  think,  then,  that  it 
would  have  been  better  for  him  if  he  had 
only  taken  the  very  fmall  quantities  which 
remained  with  him,  and  were  converted  to 
nourishment  ?  It  would  have  anfwered  the 
end  of  fupporting  life  as  well,  and  perhaps 
have  faved  him  fuch  conftant  diftrefs  of 
being  fick  and  of  vomiting.  The  nourifh- 
ment  which  he  takes  fhould  not  only  be  in 
very  fmall  quantity  at  a  time,  but  in  qua¬ 
lity  the  moft  inoffenfive  to  a  weak  ftomach 
that  can  be  found.  Milk  is  that  kind  of 
nourifhment.  It  is  what  Providence  has 
contrived  for  fupporting  animals  in  the 
moft  tender  ftage  of  life.  Take  your  fon 
home,  and  as  foon  as  he  has  refted  a  little, 
give  him  one  fpoonful  of  milk.  If  he 
keeps  it  fometime  without  ficknefs  or  vo¬ 
miting,  repeat  the  meal ;  and  fo  on.  If  he 
vomits  it,  after  a  little  reft  try  him  with  a 
fmaller  quantity,  viz.  with  a  defert  or  even 

a  tea^ 


< 


I 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries .  3  vj 

a  tea-fpoonful.  If  he  can  but  bear  the 
fmalleft  quantity,  you  will  be  fure  of  being 
able  to  give  him  nourifhment.  Let  it  be 
the  foie  bufinefs  of  one  perfon  to  feed  him. 
If  you  fucceed  in  the  beginning,  perfevere 

r  %■ 

with  great  caution,  and  proceed  very  gra¬ 
dually  to  a  greater  quantity,  and  to  other 
fluid  food,  efpecially  to  what  his  own  fancy 
may  invite  him ;  fuch  as  fmooth  gruel  or 
panada,  milk  boiled  with  a  little  flour  of 
wheat  or  rice,  thin  chocolate  and  milk,  any 
broth  without  fat,  or  with  a  little  gelly  of 
rice  or  barley  in  it,  &c.  &c. 

We  then  went  in  to  our  patient  again ; 
and  that  he  might  be  encouraged  with 
hope,  and  a£t  his  part  with  refolution,  I 
repeated  the  dire&ions  with  an  air  of  being 
confident  of  fuccefs.  The  plan  was  Ample, 
and  perfectly  underftood.  They  left  me. 

1  heard  nothing  of  the  cafe  till,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  between  two  and  three  months  af¬ 
ter,  His  father  came  to  me  with  a  moft 
joyful  countenance,  and  with  kind  expref- 
Aons  of  gratitude  told  me,  that  the  plan 
had  been  purfued  with  fcrupulous  ex  act - 
nefs,  and  with  aftonifhing  fuccefs — that  his 

fort 
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fon  had  never  vomited  fince  I  had  feen 
him — that  he  was  daily  gaining  fiefh  and 
ftrength,  and  colour  and  fpirits — and  now 
grown  very  importunate  to  have  more  fub- 
ftantial  food.  I  recommended  the  change 
to  be  made  by  degrees.  He  recovered 
completely  ;  and  many  years  ago  he  was  a 
healthy  and  very  ftrong  young  man. 


I 
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APPENDIX  to  the  foregoing  Case: 
In  a  Letter  to  Dr.  William  Hunter,  by 
Mr.  William  Hey,  Apothecary ,  at 
Leeds. 


To  Dr.  WILLIAM  HUNTER. 
SIR, 


S  the  method  of  cure,  which  proved 


XjL  fo  fuccefsful  in  removing  the  dif- 
eafe  deferibed  in  the  following  cafes,  was 
adopted  in  confequence  of  a  hint  received 
from  you  ;  I  thought  you  had  a  claim  to 
the  knowledge  of  thefe  fads,  which  I  doubt 
not  will  give  you  pleafure  :  at  the  fame 
time  I  judged  you  might  efteem  them  not 
unworthy  the  attention  of  the  Medical  So¬ 
ciety,  to  whom  1  beg  leave,  by  your  means, 
to  prefent  them. 


CASE 
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I  i  **  , 

•  > 

CASE  I. 

v 

In  October  1779,  ^  Mifs  Beatfon 

of  Hull,  aged  eleven  years,  who  was  then 
at  a  village  about  five  miles  from  Leeds, 
and  who  had  conftantly  vomited  up  her 
food  of  every  kind  for  a  week  or  ten  days* 
It  was  the  lame  whether  fhe  took  much  or 
little  y  whether  the  food  was  mild  or  fti- 
mulating.  If  fhe  ate  but  a  morfel  of  bread 
it  was  in  a  little  time  reje&ed.  She  was 
rather  coftive,  but  had  no  fever.  She  was 
cheerful,  and  did  not  appear  to  be  much 
weakened  by  the  want  of  nourifhment.  I 
ordered  her  to  take  an  emetic  with  Pulv . 
Ipecac .  gr.  iv.  and  afterwards  a  table  fpoon- 
ful  of  a  folution  of  Sal  cathart.  amar.  made 
in  the  proportion  of  an  ounce  of  the  fait  to 
half  a  pint  of  water,  three  or  four  times 
a  day.  The  emetic  brought  on  a  vomiting 
of  blood,  which  continued  with  intervals 
the  whole  day.  Her  friends  fuppofed  the 
quantity  of  blood  thrown  up,  might  amount 
in  the  whole  to  about  a  pint.  As  the  fo¬ 
lution  did  not  flay  the  vomiting,  I  dire&ed 
3  the 
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the  Decoff.  Cort.  Pencil*  with  Elixir  Vitriol, 
acid.  Thefe  means,  however,  were  of  very 
little  fervice  to  her. 

After  the  difeafe  had  continued  about  a 
month,  the  young  lady  was  brought  to 
Leeds,  that  I  might  more  minutely  attend 
to  her  complaint.  She  was  ftill  pretty 
cheerful,  and  her  pulfe  was  good.  Upon 
confidering  every  circumftance  of  this  dif¬ 
eafe,  it  feemed  to  me  that  the  ftomach  was 
in  too  irritable  a  ftate  to  bear  fuch  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  food  as  is  ufually  taken  at  one 
meal ;  and  that  this  ftate  of  debility,  rather 
than  any  foulnefs,  was  the  caufe  of  her 
vomitings.  In  this  opinion  I  was  con¬ 
firmed,  by  finding,  that  fince  fhe  had  taken 
the  Decollum  Corticis ,  her  fupper  now  and 
then  ftaid  upon  her  ftomach,  though  (he 
ftill  reje&ed  what  was  taken  at  every  other 
meal,  and  generally  likewife  vomited  after 
fupper.  1  thought  it  probable  that  her 
ftomach,  being  more  accuftomed  to  the 
ftimulus  of  food,  by  the  frequent  exhibi¬ 
tion  of  it  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  might 
be  lefs  affedted  with  that  ftimulus  in  the 
evening  than  at  any  other  time  of  the  day; 
Vol.  VI.  *  Y  and 
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and  that  the  abforption  of  her  food,  du¬ 
ring  the  little  time  it  ftaid  upon  her  fto- 
mach,  might  render  that  organ  rather 
ftronger  in  the  evening  than  at  any  other 

While  I  was  ruminating  upon  this  cafe* 
a  remarkable  hiftory  of  a  fimilar  difeafe, 
which  I  had  heard  from  you*  occurred  to 
me  ;  and  as  the  remarks  which  you  had 

made  correfponded  exa&ly  with  my  ideas 

* 

of  the  diforder  before  me,  I  determined  to 
try  whether  fmall  quantities  of  milk,  taken 
at  moderate  intervals,  without  any  other 
food,  except  a  little  bread,  would  not  re¬ 
lieve  this  obftinate  vomiting.  I  advifed 
my  patient,  therefore,  to  take  a  tea-cupful 
of  milk,  either  warm  or  cold  as  fhould  be 
moil  agreeable  to  her,  every  two  hours, 
without  any  other  nourifhment  except  a 
very  fmall  piece  of  bread  along  with  her 
milk.  At  the  fame  time  I  directed  the  fol¬ 
lowing  grateful  cordial  draught  to  be  taken, 
thrice  a  day : 

R  Aq.  font.  3yj. 

Tin£t.  ftomach.  31J. 

— — •  aromat.  jfcUtt.  xxx.  M.f.  HaufL 

The 
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The  firfi  cupful  of  milk  which  fhe  took 
Celled  upon  her  flofnach*  and  fhe  vomited 
ho  more.  She  continued  this  courfe  of 
diet  and  medicine  for  about  a  week,  and 
then  returned  to  her  ufual  man  ner  of  living 
without  any  relapfe. 


CASE  II. 

Nov.  5,  1779,  I  was  called  to  fee  Mifs 
Webb  of  Rothwell,  who  was  about  eigh¬ 
teen  years  of  age,  and  had  been  troubled 
with  a  cohftant  vomiting  of  her  food  for 
ten  days*  She  frequently  vomited  likewife 
when  fhe  had  not  been  eating,  but  threw 
up  nothing  then  except  a  little  mucus.  Her 
diforder  had  rendered  her  very  weak,  fo 
that  flie  paffed  the  greatefi:  part  of  the  day 
in  bed  2  but  fhe  had  no  fever.  Her  tongue 
was  clean  and  moifl  \  her  heat  natural  ; 
and  her  pulfe  perfectly  calm.  She  had 
taken  two  vomits  by  the  advice  of  her  apo¬ 
thecary,  together  with  fome  other  medi¬ 
cines,  without  any  alleviation  of  her  com¬ 
plaint.  I  prefcribed  the  fame  diet  and  me- 

Y  2  dicing 
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dicine  as  I  had  done  to  Mifs  Beatfon  ;  and 
they  had  the  fame  pleafing  effe£t  in  this  as 
in  the  former  cafe. 


CASE  III. 

In  March  1780,  Mr.  Graves  of  Leeds 
was  brought  from  Catterick  fchool  to  be 
put  under  my  care,  on  account  of  an  ob- 
ftinate  vomiting  of  his  food,  which  had 
then  affe&ed  him  for  two  months.  What¬ 
ever  he  ate  or  drank  was  foon  rejected ; 
but  he  did  not  vomit  when  his  ftomach 
was  empty.  He  had  no  fever,  and  was 
in  good  fpirits  ;  but  his  flrength  was  much 
abated  through  want  of  nourilhment.  As 
he  was  very  coftive  I  gave  him  a  folution 
of  Sal  cathartic .  amar .  in  fmall  dofes,  both 
as  a  laxative  and  by  way  of  trial,  whether 
this  excellent  anti-emetic  would  not  remove 
the  vomiting.  The  folution  ftaid  upon  his 
ftomach,  and  removed  his  coftivenefs ;  but 
he  ftill  vomited  his  food  as  before.  I  then 

t 

ordered  him  to  take  a  breakfaft-cup  full 
of  milk  every  two  hours,  with  an  ounce 


or 
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or  two  of  bread,  if  it  fiiould  agree  with 
him  ;  but  to  abftain  from  every  other  kind 
of  food.  I  gave  him  the  draught  before 
prefcribed  in  Mifs  B/s  cafe,  omitting  one 
drachm  of  the  ftomach  tindture.  The  firft 
cupful  of  milk  which  he  took  was  retain¬ 
ed,  and  his  vomiting  immediately  ceafed. 
He  took  the  quantity  of  milk  and  bread 
above  mentioned  feven  times  in  the  day, 
taking  his  firft  cupful  at  eight  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  and  his  laft  at  the  fame  hour  in  the 
evening. 

After  ufing  this  diet  for  two  or  three 
days  he  complained  much  of  hunger,  and 
was,  therefore,  allowed  to  increafe  his 
quantity  of  milk,  and  gradually  to  return 
to  his  ufual  manner  of  living,  which  foon 
reftored  his  former  ftrength. 

Mr.  Graves,  the  father  of  this  young 
gentleman,  was  •  much  pleafed  with  the 
fpeedy  recovery  of  his  fon’s  health;  and 
the  more  fo,  as  his  fon  had  left  one  of  his 
fellow-ftudents  ill  of  the  fame  diforder, 
wdiich  had  not  hitherto  been  relieved  by 
any  means  ufed  for  him.  Mr,  Graves  de¬ 
termined  to  write  immediately  to  Mr.  Kirk- 

Y  3  by. 
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by,  the  matter  of  the  fchool  at  Catterick* 
to  inform  him  of  his  fon’s  recovery,  and  to 
give  his  fan’s  fellow  pupil  an  invitation  to 
his  houfe,  if  Mr.  Kirkby  fhould  think  pro¬ 
per  to  put  the  young  gentleman  under  my 
care. 

Mr.  Kirkby  did  not  think  himfelf  at  li¬ 
berty  to  fend  his  pupil  from  fchool  without 
the  concurrence  of  the  boy’s  friends,  who 
lived  at  a  great  diftance. 

However,  as  the  young  gentleman  con¬ 
tinued  to  growr  worfe,  Mr.  Kirkby  at  laft 
ventured  to  come  to  Leeds,  to  give  me 
the  particulars  of  the  cafe,  and  to  inquire 
whether  I  thought  the  methods  prefcribed 
for  Mr.  Graves’s  fon,  would  be  proper  in  thq 
cafe  he  defcribed  to  me.  As  this  cafe 
feemed  rather  complicated,  I  feared  we 
fhould  not  meet  with  the  fame  fuccefs  ; 
however,  I  gave  him  the  fame  directions  as 
I  had  given  to  the  patients  already  men¬ 
tioned,  and  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  put 
them  in  force.  The  refult,  as  well  as  the 
preceding  fymptoms,  I  fhall  give,  as  I  af¬ 
terwards  received  them  in  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Kirkby. 


CASE 
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CASE  IV. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr ,  Kirkby  of 

Catterick . 

Sir, 

<c  I  ought  to  beg  your  pardon  for  not 
<c  anfwering  your  letters  before  this.  I 
always  wanted  the  afliftance  of  our  apo- 
“  thecary,  which  he  has  declined  giving 
<c  me  :  I  flatter  myfelf,  therefore,  you  will 
“  candidly  excufe  any  improper  expreflion, 
<c  as  I  am  not  acquainted  with  medical 
“  terms. 

<c  When  I  applied  to  you,  my  pupil, 
<c  Matter  Francis  Drummond,  had  then, 
(i  for  twelve  months  paft,  thrown  up  every 
“  thing  he  had  eat,  a  few  minutes  after 
<c  eating.  He  was  at  that  time  in  a  very 
<c  critical  fituation.  His  legs  were  fwelled, 
u  he  had  a  fhort  cough,  a  flow  fever,  and 
<c  a  violent  craving  appetite.  He  was  not 
<c  able  to  walk  twenty  yards  without  reft- 
<c  ing.  So  that,  properly  fpeaking,  he  was 
u  ftarving  to  death.  I  believe  he  had  not 
above  one  ftool  in  a  week,  and  that  in 

Y  4  <c  fmali 
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**  final!  quantity.  In  fhort,  Sir,  I  did  not 
u  think  it  to  be  in  the  power  of  medicine,  * 
■£  or  human  art,  to  be  of  any  ufe  to  him, 

45  he  was  fo  far  reduced, 

16  The  young  gentleman’s  appetite  was# 
u  fo  very  craving,  that  I  thought  it  the 
u  fafeft  way  to  board  him  with  the 
apothecary  (who  lives  about  two  miles 
44  and  a  half  from  my  houfe),  left  he  fhould 
u  privately  get  any  improper  food. 

44  No  medicine  of  any  fort  had  fettled 
*{  with  Mafter  Drummond  before  I  applied 
44  to  you ;  and,  to  the  beft  of  my  memory, 
u  it  was  five  or  fix  days  after  he  had  be- 
44  gun  with  your  medicines,  and  the  fkim- 
44  med  milk  diet,  before  we  could  find  any 
u  alteration.  In  about  nine  or  ten  davs 

J 

44  there  was  a  fenfible  improvement.  Af- 
44  ter  a  fortnight  was  elapfed,  lie  could 
44  digeft  a  little  plain  pudding,  and  in  a 
44  month  he  was  allowed  to  eat  fruit  tarts 
4*  with  plain  cruit,  and  was  then  able  to 
,  **  walk  to  Catterick,  and  to  return  to  the 
44  apothecary’s  houfe,  on  the  fame  day. 

44  Three  weeks  after  this  he  was  fo  much 

1  ’  '■  , 

44  recovered,  that  I  thought  it  unneceffary 

“  to 

*  » 
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€€  to  keep  him  any  longer  with  the  apo- 
c<  thecary  ;  and  by  purfuing  the  medicines 
<c  three  months  longer,  and  continuing  in 
“  part  the  regimen  you  ordered,  avoiding 
€t  efpecially  unduous  and  grofs  food,  he 
iC  was  fo  far  reftored  as  to  be  able  to  at- 
u  tend  fchool. 

“  He  ftill  continues  a  milk  diet,  with 
c<  tarts,  8cc.  and  a  fmall  quantity  of  ani- 

mal  food,  and  defifts  from  violent  exer- 
u  cife. 

“  I  believe  the  apothecary  added  a 
u  morning  and  evening  draught  to  your 
“  medicines,  but  what  they  were  I  cannot 

“  tell. 

“  I  am,  Sir,  , 

“  Yours,  &c. 

“  JOHN  KIRKBY.” 

Catterick, 

Sept.  25,  1785. 

If  you  think  proper  to  lay  thefe  cafes 
before  the  Medical  Society,  I  hope  you  will 
prefix  an  account  of  that  remarkable  cure 
above  referred  to,  which  I  doubt  not  you 
^vill  immediately  recoiled.  The  remem¬ 
brance  of  it  proved  of  great  benefit  to  my 

patients, 


I 
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patients,  and  the  cafes  I  have  recited  afford 
great  reafon  to  hope,  that  the  fame  method 
will  be  equally  beneficial  to  others  labour¬ 
ing  under  the  fame  difeafe. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  much  refpe<^, 

Your  obedient  humble  fervant, 

WM.  HEY. 
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XXIX.  Cafe  of  Recovery  from  apparent 
Death ,  in  confequence  of  taking  a  large 
Dofe  of  Opium .  By  Thomas  Whate- 
ley,  Surgeon,  Old  Jewry.  Communicated 
by  the  late  William  Hunter,  M.  D. 
F.  R.  S.  Phyfician  Extraordinary  to  tbe 
Queen,  and  Member  of  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Sciences  at  Paris,  Read  Aug.  ii, 
1783.  • 


AM  AN  near  forty  years  old,  fervant 
to  Mr.  Woodriffe,  druggift,  in  Der¬ 
by,  and  one  of  the  French  prifoners,  who 
had  returned  to  that  place  after  the  laft  peace, 
took,  through  diftrefs  of  mind,  on  the  1 6th 
June  1778,  about  half  an  ounce  of  folid 
opium,  at  three  in  the  afternoon.  I  faw 
him  about  half  an  hour  afterwards :  he 
had  then  a  large  lump  in  his  mouth,  about 
two  drachms  in  weight,  ready  to  fwallow, 
and  faid  that  he  had  already  fwallowed  two 
pieces  of  the  fame  fize  a  few  minutes  be¬ 
fore.  I  immediately  gave  him  nine  grains 

of  emetic  tartar,  and  afterwards  fome  warm 

(  ;  ’  :  *  » 

water, 
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water,  and  as  that  dofe  fhewed  no  difpofi-/ 
tion  to  operate,  I  gave  him  fix  grains  more 
in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  fupplied 
him  very  plentifully  with  warm  water  and 
camomile  tea,  and  endeavoured  to  pro¬ 
voke  vomiting,  by  putting  a  feather  and 
afterwards  my  finger  into  his  throat,  and 
ordered  him  to  do  the  fame ;  but  in  vain. 

Half  an  hour  had  elapfed,  in  which  time 
he  grew  more  infenfible,  was  fometimes  in 
a  kind  of  delirium,  and  unable  to  ftand,  at 
other  times  difpofed  to  fleep $  his  fpeech 
faultered,  his  countenance  changed,  and 
he  was  in  all  refpe&s  much  worfe.  I  then 
gave  him  fix  grains  of  mer.  emet.  flav. 
and  fupplied  him  with  more  liquid.  After 
a  fhort  time  he  vomited,  and  though  it  was 
not  in  proportion  to  what  he  had  in  his 
ftomach,  yet  he  was  .fomewhat  relieved. 
More  water  was  then  given  him,  which  he 
took  with  much  difficulty,  owing  to  his 
great  infenfibility  and  averfion  to  it.  In 
the  courfe  of  another  hour  I  gave  him 
twelve  grains  more  of  emetic  tartar  at 
twice,  by  which  feveral  vomitings  were 
procured,  which  greatly  relieved  him.  At 

the 
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the  end  of  two  hours  and  a  half  his  com¬ 
plaints  were  much  abated,  but  he  was  ftill 
difpofed  to  fleep,  if  he  fat  undifturbed.  I 
then  left  him  under  Mr.  Woodroffe’s  care, 
and  requefted  that  he  might  be  fupplied 
with  more  water,  and,  if  neceffary,  fix 
grains  of  emetic  tartar.  In  about  an  hour 
he  came  to  me  in  hafte,  and  faid  that  he 
was  afraid  he  was  dead  ;  for  after  walking 
about,  and  being  apparenly  more  cheerful, 
he  left  him  alone  in  an  arm  chair  for  two 
or  three  minutes,  and,  at  his  return,  was 
much  furprifed  to  find  him  fo  much  al¬ 
tered.  I  faw  him  fhortly  afterwards,  when 
his  face  was  pale,  cold,  and  perfectly 
deadly  ;  his  lips  of  a  blacki{h  white  ;  his 
eyes  had  loft  all  luftre;  his  eye-lids  re¬ 
mained  in  any  pofture  they  were  placed 
in;  and  his  refpiration  feemed  totally  gone; 
but  there  ftill  remained  a  fmall  irregular 
pulfe.  I  immediately  procured  a  pair  of 
common  bellows,  and  diftended  his  lungs 
with  the  afiiftance  of  Mr.  Woodroffe,  who 
held  a  handkerchief  round  his  mouth  and 
noftrils.  In  this  manner  refpiration  wa-s 
imitated,  and  continued  for  feveral  mi¬ 
nutes. 
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nutes,  without  any  apparent  effed.  I  then 
ceafed  for  a  fiiort  time,  but  did  not  expert 
to  recover  him.  Being  however  unwilling 
to  relinquish  the  cafe,  without  making  fur¬ 
ther  trial,  I  renewed  the  operation  at  the 
end  of  feven  minutes,  a  kind  of  weak 
croaking  was  perceived  at  the  time  the  air 
came  out  in  expiration.  At  the  next  ex¬ 
piration  it  was  rather  ilronger*  and  gra¬ 
dually  encreafed  till  there  were  more  evi¬ 
dent  figns  of  life,  when,  to  our  great  afto- 
niftiment,  in  a  Short  time  after,  his  natural 
countenance  returned,  and  with  it  life*  He 
was  then  foon  able  to  anfwer  rationally* 
and  knew  his  wife,  who  faw  him  at  the 
inftant  he  recovered  for  the  firft  time.  Six 
grains  more  of  emetic  tartar  were  imme¬ 
diately  given  him,  which  not  having  the 
defired  efftd,  it  was  repeated  with  one 
fcruple  of  ipecacuanha,  and  a  plentiful 
fupply  of  water  :  he  then  vomited  feveral 
times,  and  afterwards  feemed  much  better* 
though  frill  remarkably  fleepy,  and,  unleft 
attended  to,  would  in  a  moment  be  gone; 
and  fo  great  was  this  propenfity,  that  he 
would  fleep  with  the  glafs  in  his  hand,  or 

6  finger 

/  * 
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finger  in  his  throat,  unlefs  conftantly  roufed 
or  ftimulated  at  the  nofe  with  the  volatile 
alkali.  After  feme  time  I  fent  him  under 
the  care  of  his  wife  to  his  own  houfe,  and 
ordered  two  others  to  fit  up  with  him,  to 
fupply  him  plentifully  with  water,  and  keep 
him  awake,  informing  them  of  the  danger 
of  once  fuffering  him  to  fieep.  A  bolus, 
with  ten  grains  of  calomel,  and  a  dofe  of 
falts,  were  alfo  given  him. 

The  attendants  punctually  followed  the 
directions,  and  fupplied  him,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  night,  with  fix  gallons  of  liquor, 
which  he  evacuated  by  vomiting.  At  three 
in  the  morning  he  was  fo  well  recovered 
as  to  be  able  to  walk  in  the  fields,  and  re¬ 
quired  no  further  attendance  We  have 

here 

*  In  the  year  1776,  in  the  prefence  of  my  late  much- 
lamented  and  ingenious  friend  Mr.  Charles  Darwin,  I 
opened  the  body  of  a  rebuft  man  that  had  been  deftroyed 
by  opium.  No  morbid  appearance  was  found  in  any  part 
of  the  body,  except  that  the  vilious  coat  of  the  ltomach 
was  very  flightly  inflamed,  and  a  large  quantity  of  liquid 
laudanum  was  found  in  it.  In  the  cafe  from  arfenic,- here¬ 
after  mentioned,  the  ftomach  and  inteftines  were  violently 
inflamed,  externally  as  well  as  internally.  Opium,  therefore, 
feems  to  deftroy  by  its  fedative  narcotic  quality,  partly  by 
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here  a  recital  of  the  effects  of  a  large  dofe 
of  opium  on  the  fyftem.  The  quantity  I 
have  reafon  to  believe  is  not  exaggerated, 
as  the  patient  is  well  acquainted  with  the 
weight  of  drugs.  Perhaps  it  may  appear 
to  fome  that  the  dofes  of  the  emetics  wrere 
too  great  in  fo  fhort  a  time ;  but  I  was  the 
more  urgent  in  giving  them,  from  a  con- 
vision  that  the  opium  muft  deftroy,  if  not 
evacuated ;  and  I  chofe  rather  to  repeat  the 
emetic  tartar  than  the  lefs  foluble  emetics, 
as  that  would  diffolve  in  the  contents  of 
the  ftomach,  and  be  more  certainly  eva¬ 
cuated  :  whereas  the  others,  in  too  great 
quantity,  might  do  confiderable  injury  to 

its  abforption  and  a&ion  upon  the  brain  and  nerves  in  ge¬ 
neral,  ar.d  partly  by  a  peculiar  effeft  upon  that  fenfibleand 
important  organ  the  ftomach,  arrefting,  as  it  were,  thofe 
powers  that  are  neceftary  for  maintaining  and  fupporting 
life,  producing  at  firft  a  temporary,  but  afterwards  a  total 
fufpenfion  of  them,  without  any  injury  to  their  organiza¬ 
tion. 

Whereas  arlenic,  and  other  ftimulant  poifons,  feem  to 
deftroy  by  their  violent  atftion  upon  the  ftomach  and  intef- 
tines,  railing  fuch  great  inflammation  and  irritation  as  to 
occafion  death,  in  a  way  nearly  fimilar  to  what  other  violent 
inflammations  upon  thefe  parts  would  do. 

So  that  one  is  a  proper,  the  other  an  improper  cafe  for 
an  attempt  to  reftore  the  patient  when  apparently  dead. 

that 
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that  organ  by  their  ftimulus,  after  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  the  opium  were  over 

Although  the  former  was  given  fo  free¬ 
ly,  it  was  very  difficult  to  excite  the  fto- 
mach  to  difcharge  its  contents,  even  thefe 
would  fcarcely  have  a&ed,  had  it  not  been 
fo  much  diftended  with  liquor  as  to  add  to 

^  1 

the  neceffity  of  an  evacuation  merely  to 
unload,  as  I  obferved  that  he  never  vo¬ 
mited  till  he  had  taken  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  fluid,  and  then  once  only  till 

*  Ponderous  and  other  folid  fubftances  are  not  alvvays 
very  eafily  difoharged  from  the  ftomach. 

Some  time  fince  I  opened  the  body  of  a  woman  who  w/as 
poifoned  by  arfenic.  She  had  taken  it  very  coarfely  pow¬ 
dered,  and  although  it  produced  almoft  an  inceiTant  vomit¬ 
ing  for  eighteen  hours,  which  was  at  firfl  excited  by  the 
ilimulus  of  the  poifon,  and  afterwards  by  an  emetic,  and 
was  well  fupplied  with  watery  liquids ;  yet  when  the  fto¬ 
mach  was  examined  there  was  a  confiderable  quantity  of  the 
arfenic,  in  lumps  of  different  fizes,  adhering  to  the  coats  of 
it,  and  adjoining  to  thefe  places  it  was  more  inflamed  than 
clfewhere.  This  I  think  proves  the  utility  in  many  cafes 
of  repeated  dofes  of  emetics. 

The  ingenious  Dr.  Withering  of  Birmingham  informs  me, 
that  it  might  be  the  belt  pra&ice  in  flmilar  inftances  of 
opium,  firft  to  give  a  large  dofe  of  ipecacoanhi,  as  two 
fcruples,  for  example,  and  then  to  dilute  with  a  folution  of 
white  vitriol  in  water,  which  would  ad  more  inftanta- 
neoufly. 


Vol.  VI. 
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fupplied  afrefti.  So  powerfully  does  opium 
ad  as  a  fedative  on  the  nerves,  in  prevent¬ 
ing  the  contradion  of  mufcular  fibres  ! 
The  relief  that  was  obtained  at  each  eva¬ 
cuation  wras  owing  to  the  partial  removal 
of  the  caufe  ;  for  as  no  folid  opium  could 
be  obferved  in  the  evacuated  liquor,  that 
part  only  was  difcharged  which  wTas  dif- 
folved,  as  wTas  evident  by  the  colour  and 
fmell,  wffiile  the  more  folid  part  remained 
behind,  ftill  continuing  its  addon  upon 
the  ftomach,  and  ftill  requiring  frefti  eva¬ 
cuations  to  prevent  its  fatal  effeds*. 

As  the  circulation  had  not  quite  ceafed, 
it  might  be  imagined  that  there  wrould 
have  been  no  difficulty  in  reftoring  him. 
The  fad  however  was  otherwife,  and  it  is 
mod  probable  that  if  the  diftenfion  of  his 
lungs  had  not  been  kept  up,  that  the  tor¬ 
por  and  inadivity  with  which  he  was  feized 
would  have  increafed  fo  as  to  have  pro¬ 
duced  a  total  fufpenfion  of  the  vital  pow¬ 
ers  :  for  the  fudden  diftenfion  and  motion 

.  ✓ 

*  Hence  the  necefiity  for  a  much  long&r  attention  to  a 
cafe  where  folid  opium  is  taken  thaw  when  taksn  in  a  liquid 
form. 


of 
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*■«  1  , 

bf  a  part  fo  vafcular,  and  fo  important  in 
the  fyftem,  which  contains  the  whole  blood 
of  one  circulation,  muft  be,  of  all  others, 
the  mod  powerful  remedy  for  fupporting* 
as  well  as  reftoring  it  when  once  loft. 

'  '  .  H 

/  A  r 
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[The  late  Dr.  Fothergill  having  drawn  up 
a  Sketch  of  the  epidemic  difeafe  which  ap¬ 
peared  at  London,  and  in  various  parts  of 
the  nation,  towards  the  end  of  the  year  177 5, 
and  having  fent  printed  copies  thereof  to  fe- 
veral  phyficians,  both  in  town  and  the  coun¬ 
try,  in  order  to  obtain  a  more  complete 
hiuory  of  the  difeafe;  this  Sketch,-  and  alfo 
the  Communications  of  feveral  of  his  inge¬ 
nious  Correfpondents  on  the  fame  -fubjedt, 
are  here  inferred,  being  thought  well  worthy 

a  place  in  this  collection.] 

.  -  . .  *  \ 

*  *  •  ^ 

XXX.'  A  Sketch  of  the  epidemic  Difeafe 
* which  appeared  in  London  touoards  the 

End  of  the  Tear  1 775. 

'  .  >  .  .  ^  ♦ 

* 

1.  A  BOUT  the 

*  month,  it  was  mentioned  to  me 
in  many  families,  that  moft  of  the  fervants 
were  fick ;  that  they  had  Colds,  Coughs, 
Sore-throats,  and  various  other  com¬ 
plaints. 

5 


beginning  of  the  laft 


2.  In 
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2.  In  the  fpace  of  a  week  thefe  com¬ 
plaints  became  more  general ;  few  fervants 
efcaped  them,  efpecially  the  men,  who 
were  moft  abroad  ;  many  of  the  ether  fex, 
likewife,  and  people  of  higher  condition, 
were  attacked :  nor  were  children  ex¬ 
empted. 

3.  The  difeafe,  which  had  hitherto  been 
either  left  entirely  to  itfelf,  or  had  been 
treated  with  the  ufual  domeftic  medicines 
appropriated  to  Colds,  now  claimed  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  Faculty,  and,  Tor  the  fpace 
of  near  three  weeks,  kept  them  for  the  moft 
part  univerfall.y  employed. 

4.  Moft  of  thofe  whom  I  faw,  were 
feized  (and  often  fo  fuddenly  as  to  be  fen- 
fible  of  the  attack)  with  a  fwimming  or 
flight  pain  in  the  head,  a  forenefs  of  the 
throat,  and  all  over  the  body  with  a  fenfe 
of  coldnefs,  particularly  in  the  extremi¬ 
ties.  A  Cough  foon  followed,  a  running 
of  the  nofe,  watery  eyes,  flight  naufea, 
frequent  calls  to  make  water,  and  fome 
were  feized  with  a  Diarrhoea. 

More  or  lefs  of  feverifh  heat,  in¬ 
quietude,  pain  about  the  bread,  praecordia, 

Z  3  '  and 
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and  in  the  limbs  foon  fucceeded,  but  in  va¬ 
rious  degrees.  Many  were  capable  of  con¬ 
tinuing  in  their  ufual  occupations,  under 
thefe  fymptoms ;  others  were  obliged  to 
fubmit  to  confinement ;  and  not  a  few  to 
their  beds. 

6.  The  tongue  was  always  moift ;  the 
Ikin  feldom  remarkably  hot  or  dry  j  the 
pulfe  often  full,  quick,  and  harder,  than 
one  would  have  expedled  from  fuch  a  tem¬ 
perature  of  the  ikin. 

7.  Several  were  feized  with  a  Diarrhoea : 
the  ftools  were  always  black,  or  of  a  deep 
yellow  colour  ;  and  fo  were  thofe,  for  the 
mod  part,  which  were  procured  by  purga¬ 
tive  medicines. 

8.  In  a  few  days  every  complaint  abated 
except  the  Cough  ;  this  continued  the 
longeft  of  all  the  fymptoms,  and,  in  the 
fore  part  of  the  night,  was  exceedingly 
troublefome  and  vexatious;  towards  morn¬ 
ing  generally  came  on  a  fweat  and  eafy  ex« 
pe  deration. 

9.  Thofe  who  were  feized  at  firfl:  with 
very  copious  defluxions  from  the  nofe  and 
the  faucep ;  or  had  a  plentiful  tjnd  fponta- 

1  '  neous 

. •? 


Medical  Ohfervaiions  and  Inquiries .  343 

*  ~ 

neous  difcharge  of  black  bilious  ftools  \  gr 
made  large  quantities  of  a  high-coloured 
urine  ;  or  fweated  profufely,  of  their  own 
accord,  a  night  or  two  after  the  feizure, 
fooneft  grew  well. 

10.  In  many  cafes  it  was  neceflary  to 
take  away  fome  blood,  the  condition  of  the 
ptilfe  and  vehemence  of  the  Cough  re¬ 
quiring  it.  The  blood  was  almoft  uni¬ 
formly  fizy,  reprefenting  a  flat  cake  of 
yellowifh  tallow,  floating  in  a  deep  yellow 
ferum.  Very  few  inftances  occurred  where 
jhe  fize  formed  that  cup-like  appearance 
which  occurs  in  moft  of  the  genuine  in¬ 
flammatory  diforders. 

11.  By  warmth,  diluting,  cooling  li¬ 
quids,  mild  Diaphoretics,  gentle  and  re¬ 
peated  purgatives,  the  difeafe  for  the  moft 
part  foon  gave  way  ;  in  fubjeQs  otherwife 
healthy.  Sometimes  it  was  neceflary  to 
repeat  the  bleeding  ;  fometimes  blifters  be¬ 
came  neceflary,  and  were  ferviceable  in 
abating  the  Cough,  which  was  the  laft  of 
all  the  fvmptoms  that  gave  way  :  after  the 
proper  evacuations,  Anodynes  for  the  moft 
part  had  very  falutary  effects. 

z  4 
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12.  In  many  inftances  the  difeafe  af- 
tumed  the  type  of  an  intermittent  towards 
its  decline  :  the  Bark  however  did  not  ge¬ 
nerally  fucceed  in  curing  it.  The  fymp- 
toms,  as  often  happens  in  bilious  difor- 
ders,  were  fometimes  aggravated  by  this 
medicine.  A  few  dofes  of  fome  mild  ca¬ 
thartic  moft  commonly  removed  it  effec¬ 
tually. 

13.  Many  who  negle&ed  themfelves  and 
went  abroad  with  the  diftemper  upon  them, 
frequently  got  additional  Colds,  and  brought 
on  a  Fever  of  the  moft  dangerous  kind;  a 
few  died  phrenetic. 

14.  Ancient,  afthmatic  perfons,  were 
likewife  great  fufferers  for  the  moft  part : 
a  peripneumonic  Fever  came  gradually  on, 
which  often  terminated  fatally.  And  of 
thofe  who  did  recover,  their  amendment 
was  flow,  and  treatment  difficult. 

15.  And  indeed  it  appeared  that  very 

few  perfons  wholly  efcaped  the  influence 
of  this  morbid  conftitution :  for  it  feemed 
to  aggravate  every  prefent  malady,  ,  || 

1 

1 6.  It 


f 
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16.  It  proved  fatal  likewife  to  feveral 
very  young  children,  difpofmg  them  to  vio¬ 
lent  Coughs  or  Diarrhoeas. 

17.  Perhaps,  however,  there  is  fcarcely 

an  inftance  to  be  met  with,  of  any  epidemic 
difeafe  in  this  city,  where  fo  many  perfons 

were  feized,  and  in  fo  fhort  a  time ;  and 
with  fo  little  comparative  mortality. 

18.  Though  attempts  to‘  afeertain  the 
caufes  of  Epidemics,  are  for  the  moft  part 
more  fpecious  than  fabftantial,  it  may  not 

be  improper  to  mention  a  few  fads  that 

/ 

gained  my  attention  ;  to  others  many  more 
may  have  occurred,  and  worthy  to  be  re¬ 
corded.  During  the  greateft  part  of  the 
fummer,  in  that  part  of  the  country  where 
I  then  wTas,  (Chefhire)  the  air  was  of  the 
moft  equal  temperature  1  ever  knew.  In 
the  fpace  of  two  months  the  Quickfilver  in 
the  Thermometer  once  rofe  to  68,  once  fell 
to  56 ;  but  for  fix  weeks  together,  it  kept 
between  60  and  66  continually,  day  and 
night. 

ig.  The  Barometer  did  not  vary  much 
more.  The  weather  was,  during  this  time, 
very  changeable,  much  inclining  to  wet ; 

and, 
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and,  though  it  rained  more  or  lefs  almoft 
every  other  day  for  fix  weeks,  yet  upon 
the  whole  no  unufual  quantity  of  rain  fell : 
it  funk  into  the  ground  as  it  fell,  and 
made  the  earth  very  foft  and  miry  ;  but 
feldom  fwelled  the  brooks,  or  occafioned 
floods. 

20.  During  this  time,  horfes  and  dogs 
were  much  aifeded  ;  thofe  efpecially  that 
were  well  kept.  The  horfes  had  fevere 
Coughs,  were  hot,  forbore  eating,  and 
were  long  in  recovering.  Not  many  of 
them  died  that  I  heard  of  j  but  feveral 
dogs. 

21.  To  the  con  fide  ration  of  the  Faculty 
in  this  city,  is  this  Sketch  of  the  late  Epi¬ 
demic  fubmitted,  with  all  due  deference  ; 
and  with  a  requeft,  that  if  the  obfervations 
they  have  made  do  not  correfpond  with 
this  recital,  they  will  be  pleafed  to  com¬ 
municate  their  remarks  while  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  fads  are  recent ;  in  order, 
that  as  exad  an  account  of  this  difeafe  as 
poflible,  may  be  tranfmitted  to  our  fuc- 
c.gffors. 

9 
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22.  If  thofe  Phyficians  in  the  country, 
intowhofe  hands  this  effay  may  come,  will 
be  fo  obliging  as  to  mention  the  time  when 
this  Epidemic  made  its  appearance  in  their 
neighbourhood,  and  wherein  it  differed 
from  the  preceding  {ketch,  either  in  the 
fymptoms,  or  the  method  of  cure,  they  will 
likewife  contribute  to  the  fame  good  pur- 
pofe.  The  united  obfervations  of  the  Fa¬ 
culty  at  large,  mud  greatly  exceed  the  ut- 
moft  efforts  of  any  individual,  however 
warmly  he  may  be  dilpofed  to  promote  the 
utility  of  his  profeffion. 

JOHN  FQTHERGILL. 

London, 
fth  Pec.  1775. 

'  •  ,  c 
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OBSERVATIONS 

/  * 

FRO  M 

VARIOUS  CORRESPONDENTS. 

'  A  < 


Sir  JOHN  PRINGLE,  Bart. 

4  *.  THE  fpecies  that  I  had  of  the  in¬ 
fluenza  was  a  fore  throat,  with  fever  and 
{hooting  pains  through  the  back  part  of 
my  head  ;  but  thefe  fymptoms  were  never 
followed  by  a  cough.  I  heard  of  feveral 
others  who,  like  me,  had  never  been  trou¬ 
bled  with  a  cough,  and  only  with  this  in¬ 
flammatory  angina. 

18.  I  think  you  do  well  to  record  the 
ftate  of  the  weather ;  but  I  think  the  con- 
clufion  ought  to  be,  that  the  fenfible  qua¬ 
lities  of  the  air  had  mod  probably  no  fhare 
in  producing  this  Epidemic,  I  fhould  be 
tempted  to  fay,  that  they  had  evidently  no 
part  \  for  we  hear  of  the  fame  diftemper 
having  been  in  Italy,  France,  and  in  the 
Low  Countries ;  and,  I  doubt  not,  in  other 

*  The  numbers  refer  to  thofe  in  the  preceding  Sketch. 

parts 
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parts  of  Europe,  had  we  inquired.  Eut  it 
cannot  be  fuppofed  that  the  ftate  of  the 
atmofphere,  either  as  to  weight,  heat,  or 
moifture,  was  the  fame  every  where.  And 
in  the  fame  country  have  we  not  feen  it 
rage  in  one  diftridt,  or  city,  whilfl  others, 
at  no  great  diftance,  were  totally  free  ? 

♦  'v 

Yet  between  the  found  and  the  fickly 
there  could  be  no  confiderable  meteorolo¬ 
gical  difference.  My  conclufion,  there¬ 
fore,  fhould  be,  that  fuch  Epidemics  (of 
which  there  have  been  four  in  my  remem¬ 
brance)  do  not  depend  on  any  principles 
we  are  yet  acquainted  with,  but  upon  feme 
others,  to  be  inveftigated,  and  by  fuch 
means  as  Dr.  Fothergill  very  property  and 
moft  commendably  propofes  to  be  done  by 
the  united  inquiries  of  his  brethren. 

— . — —a— gggqESMfeflgSQ— auwnun  i  i 

Dr.  HEBERDE  N. 

Dec,  16,  1775.  N 

THE  28th  of  Odtober  was  the  frit  day 
on  which  the  late  epidemic  cold  feized 
upon  any  one  whom  I  had  an  Opportunity 
of  obferving ;  and,  at  the  end  of  three 
weeks  the  caufe,  whatever  it  was,  of  this 

diftemper 
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diftemper  was  fo  far  weakened,  as  to  be 
incapable  of  infeding  thofe  who  had 
efcaped  it  until  that  time  ;  though  many*' 
who  had  fuffered  by  it  before,  continued 
to  complain  of  the  cough  and  hoarfenefs 
much  longer.  The  violence  of  this  dif¬ 
temper  ufually  began  to  abate  in  five  or 
fix  days. 

In  fome  it  began  with  a  ficknefs  and  per¬ 
petual  vomiting,  which  were  the  forerunners 
of  a  fevere  degree  of  this  illnefs  ;  in  others 
the  firft  fymptoms  were  fneezing,  and  a 
copious  defluxion  from  the  nofe  and  eyes, 
and  thefe  fuffered  much  lefs,  and  were 
fooner  recovered.  Many  complained  of  a 
hoarfenefs  and  fore  throat,  and  of  a  tight- 
nefs,  oppreffion  and  heat  of  their  breads, 
and  of  feeling  pains  in  various  parts, 
particularly  in  their  heads,  fides,  and 
backs.  Almofl:  every  one  of  thefe  pa¬ 
tients  was  afflided  with  a  racking  cough, 
with  a  fenfe  of  coldnefs  frequently  return¬ 
ing  upon  them;  with  a  failure  of  appe* 
tite  and  of  fleep,  and  with  a  languor  and 
weaknefs  much  greater  than  might  have 
been  expeded  from  the  effeds  of  any  of 

the 
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«  V  ' 

the  other  fymptoms.  "I  he  degree  of  fever 
was  feldom  great,  I  faw  two  perfons  in 
this  diftemper  who  had  eruptions  upon 
their  fkins  refembling  that  of  a  fcarlet  fe¬ 
ver.  In  two  or  three  young  men  this  dif- 
order  was  increafed  to  a  dangerous  .height, 
and  became  a  true  peripneumony,  attended 
with  bloody  phlegm,  and  manifeftly  re¬ 
quiring  frequent  bleedings,  by  which  they 
were  much  relieved.  Towards  the  middle 
or  end  of  this  illnefs  a  few  were  attacked 
with  intolerable  flitches  in  their  fides  or 
loins,  fo  that  for  two  or  three  days  they 
were  confined  almoft  to  the  fame  pofture, 
and  if  they  were  neceflitated  to  change  it, 
they  (hewed  all  the  marks  of  exquifite 
pain.  Lighter  cramps  in  the  legs  and 
arms  were  not  uncommon  at  the  going  off 
of  this  malady. 

I  knew  none  who  could  properly  be  faid 
to  die  of  it ;  but  it  feemed  to  haften  the 
death  of  two  or  three  perfons,  whom  it 
found  dying  of  age,  and  of  other  difeafes. 

The  keeping  quiet  within  doors,  together 
with  an  abflinence  from  the  groffer  foods, 
and  from  heating  liquors,  was  all  which 
6  '  the 
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the  generality  of  patients^  required.  Small 
quantities  of  an  opiate  were  very  fervice- 
able  in  allaying  the  inceffant  teazing  of  the 
cough,  and  in  quieting  the  reftleflnefs. 
Where  the  fever,  or  any  of  the  fymptoms 
were  confiderable,  it  appeared  to  me  that 
bleeding  was  unqueftionably  ufeful,  and 
leflened  rather  than  increafed  the  languor. 
In  a  few  it  was  neceflary,  befides  bleeding,, 
to  employ  blifters,  with  the  other  ufual  re¬ 
medies  for  inflammations  of  the  lungs, 

\  >  I  7  -  ' 

Sir  GEORGE  BAKER,  Bart. 

IT  is  certain  that  many  people,  both  in 
this  town  and  its  neighbourhood,  were 
attacked  by  the  epidemic  difeafe  fome  days 
preceding  the  20th  of  Odober.  As  to  the 
precife  day  when  I  firft  heard  of  it,  I  can¬ 
not  fpeak  of  it  with  accuracy. 

Men,  confined  by  their  bufmefs  at  home, 
fuffered  much  lefs  than  thofe  who  were  ex- 
pofed  to  the  air  ;  and  women,  in  general, 
lefs  than  men.  Very  young  children  were 
not  much  affeded  by  this  difeafe.  Boys  at 

fchool 
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fchool  were  almoft  univerfally  difordered. 
Girls  at  fchool  (I  fuppofe  on  account  of 
their  greater  confinement)  were  remark¬ 
ably  free  from  the  influence  of  this  confti- 
tution ;  at  leaft,  were  not  fo  generally  at¬ 
tacked. 

Many  were  fuddenly  feized  with  great 
giddinefs,  and  intenfe  pain  in  the  head ; 
fome  with  a  confiderable  naufea.  which 

j 

fometimes  continued  feveral  days.  Some 
few  had,  in  the  beginning,  fucceflive  ri¬ 
gours.  An  uncommon  languor,  reftleflf- 
nefs,  and  anxiety,  feemed  to  be  the  gene¬ 
ral  charadteriftics  of  this  difeafe. 

I  faw  none  whofe  firfl:  indifpofition  was 
a  diarrhoea.  Thofe,  who  had  a  diarrhoea, 
had  firfl:  complained  of  the  common  fymp- 
toms  of  a  cold  ;  which,  ceafing,  a  diarrhoea 
followed.  This,  in  fome,  arofe  even  to  a 
dyfentery.  They  had  almoft  conftant  pains 
a  little  above  the  navel,  and  a  very  frequent 
evacuation  of  thin  excrement,  mixed  with 
mucus.  This  was  my  cafe  in  particular, 
and  that  of  feveral,  whom  I  vifited,  and 
many  others,  a  relation  of  whofe  cafes  has 
been  communicated  to  me. 

Vol.VI.  '  A  a 
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Dr.  Fothergill  fays,  the  tongue  rwas  aU 
ways  white.  This  feems  too  general  an 
affertion  :  at  leaft  the  contrary  happened 
in  feveral  inftances  which  fell  under  my 

notice. 

The  blood,  in  the  beginning,  was  not 
always  fizy ;  nor  did  I,  in  general,  obferve 

the  deep  yellow  ferum  mentioned  by  Dr. 
Fothergill.  Likewife  the  cup-like  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  craf amentum  was  remarkable  in 
feveral  cafes. 

In  many  cafes  it  was  neceffary  to  take 
away  blood,  even  three  or  four  times,  on 
account  of  the  violence  of  the  pleuritic  and 
peripneumonic  fymptoms. 

Clyfters,  frequently  inje&ed,  were  of  An¬ 
gular  fervice. 

The  fever  having  fenfibly  remitted,  ac¬ 
cording  to  my  experience,  the  Peruvian 
bark  was  ufed  with  advantage.  And  like¬ 
wife,  when  a  languor  and  debility  (as  fre¬ 
quently  happened)  continued  after  the  ve¬ 
hemence  of  the  difeafe  was  fubdued,  this 
proved  an  ufeful  remedy. 

?  Many 
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Many  perfons,  even  now,  feel  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  this  difeafe ;  and  I  know  feveral 
who  are  likely  to  die  tabid. 

Accounts  received  from  France,  Holland, 
and  Germany,  give  us  reafon  to  conclude 
that  this  Epidemic  was  much  more  fatal  in 
other  countries  than  in  this*  iflanch  And  I 
believe  it  will  appear  that  it  was  more 
fatal  in  feveral  diftant  countries  than  in  this 
metropolis  and  its  neighbourhood. 

January,  1776.  - 

Dr.  HENRY  REVELL  REYNOLDS. 

1.  MY  wife  had  this  complaint  on  the 
2 3d  of  October,  and  on  the  2d  of  Novem- 
her  I  vifited  feveral  patients  who  had  la¬ 
boured  under  it  for  fome  days. 

2.  All  my  children  had  it.  The  order 

in  which  the  fymptoms  appeared  is  as 

follows :  watery  eyes,  fwelling  of  the  eye¬ 
lids,  running  from  the  nofe,  cough,  diarrhoea  5 
fo  that  every  part  of  the  mucous  membrane 

feemed  to  be  progreffively  attacked.  I  law 

«  / 

two  others  affe&ed  in  the  fame  way. 

A  a  2  5.  In 
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6.  In  two  inftances  I  faw  the  tongue 
very  dry,  parched,  and  chopped.  The  pa¬ 
tients  were  both  corpulent  women,  aged  be¬ 
tween  30  and  40.  At  the  time  I  was  called 
iii  to  them  they  laboured  under  a  true  pe- 
ripneumony  ;  but  I  learned  that  they  were 
firft  attacked  with  the  catarrhal  fymptoms. 
Blood  drawn  from  both  thefe  patients,  even 
at  the  third  bleeding,  had  a  very  thick  buff 
coat,  and  exhibited  the  cup-iike  appear¬ 
ance. 

g.  Several  whom  I  attended  had  this 
kind  of  diarrhoea  ;  but  I  did  not  find  it  of 
fervice  to  any ;  on  the  contrary,  I  thought 
it  prejudicial  to  fome,  as  it  feemed  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  free  expe&oration,  which,  to  my 
apprehenfion,  was  the  moft  critical  and 
mod  falutary  evacuation.  Neither  did 
warm  copious  fweats,  though  univerfal, 
(unlefs  they  happened  before  the  feventh 
day)  give  that  relief  which  one  might  have 
expected  from  them. 

11.  With  refpedl  to  the  method  of  cure, 
mine  was  nearly  the  fame  as  yours,  and  in 
the  fame  order.  Permit  me  only  to  men¬ 
tion  that  I  found  the  Kermes  mineral  to 

anfwer 
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*  '  ,  1  .  t  v  ■ 

anfwer  my  purpofe  exceedingly  well,  both 
as  a  diaphoretic  and  an  expeCtorant.  Af¬ 
ter  feveral  trials  I  preferred  it  to  any  other 
preparation  of  antimony. 

12.  In  thofe  cafes  where  the  diarrhoea 
was  troublefome  I  had  recourfe  to  the  ipe- 
cacoanha  in  fmall  dofes  ;  a  grain  of  the 
powder,  for  inftance,  pnce  in  fix  hours ; 
and  it  fucceeded  to  my  utmoft  wifh,  check¬ 
ing  the  diarrhoea,  and  promoting  a  free 
expectoration. 

Jan.  29,  1 776. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Dr.  WILLIAM 
CUMING  to  Dr.  Fothergill. 

“  Dear  Doctor,  Dorchefter,  Dec.  25,  1775, 

“  I  RECEIVED  your  printed  hiftory 
w  of  th,e  Epidemic  Diforder  that  has  been 
“  of  late  fo  generally  felt,  not  only  over 
all  this  iiland,  but  in  feveral  other  parts 
“  of  Europe  :  and,  probably,  its  influence 
u  has  been  far  more  extenfive.  I  honour 
tc  you  highly  for  your  exerting  yourfelf  in 
this  manner,  to  obtain  as  accurate  an 

4  \  »  .  *  »  *.  -  »  » 

A  a  3  **  account; 
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<c  account  as  poftible  of  this  diforder,  and 
u  hope  that  none  will  be  found  fo  perverfe 
■c  and  malevolent  as  to  attempt  to  detrad 
u  from  your  merit  with  your  cotempora- 
<c  ries,  and  with  pofterity. 

“  The  account  you  have  given  of  the 
a  ftate  of  the  atmofphere,  in  refped  of 
cc  'warmth  and  gravity  during  the  pre- 
u  ceding  autumn,  is,  I  believe,  very  juft, 
<c  as  far  as  I  can  recollect.  I  often,  during 
“  that  time,  examined  both  the  barometer 
iC  and  thermometer;  but,  finding  the  va- 
u  riation  of  the  mercury  confined  within 
a  fuch  narrow  limits,  I  made  no  minutes 
u  of  its  height ;  indeed  I  never  now  do, 
<c  unlefs  it  verges  towards  one  or  other  of 
€C  the  extremes.  It  was  otherwife  in  re- 
<c  fpedl  to  the  moijlure  of  the  air,  as  to 
“  which  I  can  fpeak  with  precifion.  The 
“  autumn  here  was  very  wet,  as  the  quan- 
■c  tity  of  rain  that  fell  here  during  the 
months  of  Auguft,  September,  Odober, 
a  and  November,  was  exadly  fourteen 
inches  and  twenty  feven  hundredth 
“  parts.  This  circumftance,  joined  to  the 
#  mild  temperature  of  the  air  made  me  to 

“  exped 
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€t  expert  difeafes  of  the  putrid  clafs  ;  but 
u  in  this  I  was  happily  difappointed.  We 
u  had  here  alfo  many  moift,  warm,  foggy 
“  days,  in  which  no  ieafible  quantity  of 
u  rain  fell,  when  the  quickfilver  in  the 
u  barometer  flood  fo  high  as  30.2. 

“  After  the  middle  of  Auguft,  I  have 
u  heard  from  good  authority  that  a  difor- 
u  der  amongft  the  horfes  prevailed  very 
generally  in  Yorkfliire.  It  has  not  been 
“  fo  general  here  as  to  become  the  fubjed 
u  of  converfation.  About  the  latter  end 
“  of  O&ober,  1  remember  to  have  heard 
“  that  one  gentleman  had  loft  fix  dogs,  in 
u  the  ufual  manner  that  thefe  animals  are 
“  feized — a  giddinefs  in  the  head,  an  in- 
u  ability  to  eat,  with  a  paralytic  affedion 
“  of  the  hinder  extremities. 

“  From  the  middle  of  Odober  (to  which 
4t  time  Dr.  Pulteney  fixes  the  commence- 
w  meat  of  this  diforder,  when  he  himfelf 
u  was  feized,  though  he  was  never  con- 
u  fined  by  it)  feveral  individuals  com- 
46  plained  of  colds,  which  were  confidercd 
ec  as  accidental,  and  but  little  attended  to; 
but  it  was  not,  I  think,  till  after  the 

A  a  4  “  1  oth 
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“  10th  of  November  that  the  malady  be- 
u  came  general.  On  the  15th  I  firft  vifited 
“  a  patient  labouring  under  it.  The  man-  * 
“  ner  of  feizure  and  the  fymptoms  were 
c(  fimilar  here  to  your  defcription  of  them; 
cc  feveral  complained  of  a  heavy,  dull  pain 
a  in  the  head,  and  many  had  fixed  pains 
<c  in  the  fide.  The  appearance  of  the 
“  tongue,  the  feel  of  the  {kin,  were  as  you 
a  defcribe ;  and,  though  the  pulfe  was  ge- 
<c  nerally  full  and  quick,  yet  I  was  not 
4C  fenfible  of  that  hardnefs  in  it  that  you 
“  menticmed ;  fo  that  the  violence  of  the 
u  cough,  with  the  pains  in  the  breaft,  and 
4t  the  difficulty  of  expectoration,  indi- 
“  cated  the  neceffity  of  taking  off  blood 
u  rather  than  the  fiate  of  the  pulfe. 
“  The  blood  always  had  the  appearance 
“  which  you  defcribe.  I  never  once  faw  it 
44  cupped  or  purfed  up.  In  general  it  was 
“  neceffarv  to  draw  off  blood,  and  many 
“  times,  oftener  than  once ;  but  I  never 
“  once  ordered  it  without  the  patient’s 
f  being  fcnfibly  relieved  by  it,  and  the  be- 
u  nefit  was  commonly  felt  immediately. 
u  I  ufually  directed  blifters,  too,  on  ac- 

a  count 
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“  count  of  the  pain  in  the  head,  the  incef- 
“  fant  cough,  or  the  fixed  pains  in  the 
“  breaft,  and  their  falutary  effedts  were,  I 
“  think,  as  conftantly  perceived. 

“  Befides  thefe  I  ordered  the  neutral 
“  falts,  pedtoral  lindtufes,  foft  lubricating 
“  drinks,  which,  with  a  fuitable  diet,  uni- 
“  verfally  fucceeded,  for  I  loft  none  ;  and 
<c  I  have  hardly  heard  of  any  that  died  of 
“  this  diforder.  The  medicines  and  diet 
“  directed,  kept  the  bowels  properly  lax,  fo 
“  that  I  hardly  ever  ordered  any  purgative. 
“  None  of  my  patients  were  feized  with  a 
“  diarrhoea,  fo  that  I  never  obferved  the 
“  colour  of  the  ftools;  though  I  have  fince 
“  heard  that  feveral  young  people  were  at- 
“  tacked  in  this  way,  and  had  the  diforder 
“  lightly.  Towards  the  decline  of  the 
“  diforder  forty  or  fifty  drops  of  the  elix. 
“  paregor.  in  a  draught  with  oxym.  fcill. 
“  one  fcruple  or  one  fcruple  and  a  half, 
“  taken  at  bed-time,  abated  the  violence 
“  of  the  cough,  procured  reft,  and  occa- 
“  fioned  a  gentle  moifture  on  the  fkin.  In 
“  two  cafes  which  I  faw,  the  diforder 

‘‘  fhifted  to  the  putrid  clafs.  A  gentle- 
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“  man’s  coachman  was  feized  with  the 
Cc  common  fymptoms,  was  blooded,  8cc. 
“  got  better,  went  abroad,  got  well  :  the 
u  fame  complaints  returned,  was  blooded 
“  again,  was  relieved,  but,  in  a  few  days, 
iC  I  was  fent  for,  when  I  found  him  la- 
u  bouring  under  a  great  deje&ion  of  fpi- 
<c  rits,  defpairing  of  his  recovery  ;  a  ftu- 
“  pifying  pain  in  the  head,  oppreffion  of 
“  the  prascordia,  moderate  warmth  of  the 
u  fkin,  with  a  quick  rather  than  low  pulfe, 
cc  and  a  great  general  debility.  I  had  the 
a  curiofity  to  examine  his  throat,  of  which 
<c  he  did  not  complain,  when  I  found  thin 
cc  white  Houghs  in  the  uvula  and  tonfiis. 
“  Blifters,  a  warm  regimen,  and  the  bark, 
“  with  gargles,  in  about  ten  days  reftored 

him. 

u  The  other  was  butler  to  a  gentleman, 
<c  fix  of  whofe  fervants  I  had  prefcribed 
u  for  in  the  reigning  diforder,  and  who 
“  had  been  recovered  by  bleeding,  and  the 
a  ufual  regimen.  This  man,  believing 
“  himfelf  feized  with  the  common  com- 
u  plaint,  fent  for  the  apothecary  to  bleed 
**  him  ;  but  four  ounces  only  were  taken 

7  “ 
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44  oft,  as  he  was  faintifh.  I  faw  him  by 
44  accident  next  day  ;  the  blood  was  florid 
44  and  of  a  weak  texture  ;  his  pulfe  quick 
44  and  feeble :  fome  ulcers  appeared  on  the 
44  tonfils.  By  the  bark  and  a  warm  regi- 
44  men  he  got  x  well  in  a  few  days.  In 
44  many  gentlemen’s  families  in  this  county 
44  not  one  fervant  free  from  the  diforder, 
44  in  others  but  one  or  two  infedted.  I 
44  think  it  raged  chiefly  in  the  weftern  and 
44  northern  parts  of  this  county.  Many 
44  perfons  in  Dorchefter  complained  of 
44  coughs  and  colds  ;  but  a  few  only  con- 
44  fined  to  the  houfe. 

46  You  may  remember  that,  in  the  fpring 
44  of  the  year  1762,  a  diforder  fomewhat 
44  fimilar  to  this,  but  not  fo  general,  was 
44  very  frequent  in  moft  parts  of  this  king* 
44  dom  ;  but  what  correfponded  with  it  in 
44  almoft  every  particular,  was  the  fever 
44  and  cold  that  appeared  in  the  winter  of 
44  the  year  1732,  in  mofl  parts  of  Europe, 
44  America,  and  the  Weft-Indies,  of  which 
44  a  particular  account  is  given  in  the  fe- 
44  cond  volume  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical 
K  Effays.5' 

'  ;  •  f  ■  ,  •  Dr. 
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Dr.  THOMAS  GLASS,  Exeter. 

IN  the  city  of  Exeter,  and  the  country 
about  it,  colds  and  coughs  were  not  more 
frequent,  than  ufual,  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  paft  autumn.  But  from  the  8th  of 
November  the  number  of  people  who  were 
continually  coughing  increafed  fo  faff,  that 
it  was  foon  evident  the  Epidemical  Colds, 
which  began  in  London,  as  we  were  in¬ 
formed  by  the  public  papers,  more  than  a 
week  before,  had  reached  us.  This  dif- 
eafe  appeared  to  be  at  its  height  here  frorq, 
the  1 8th  to  the  24th  of  the  fame  month, 
and  attacked  very  few  after  the  4th  of  De¬ 
cember  ;  but  by  this  time  almoft  every  one 
had  felt  more  or  lefs  of  its  effe&s. 

On  the  nth  or  12th  of  November  it 
made  its  appearance  in  the  Devon  and  Ex¬ 
eter  Hofpital,  and  within  a  week  feized  173 
perfons,  being  all  the  fervants  and  patients 
then  in  the  houfe,  except  two  children ; 
162  of  them  were  coughing  together.  Is 
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it  not  remarkable  that  fuch  a  number  of 
hofpital  patients,  affii&ed  with  fo  various 
and  different  kinds  of  diftempers,  and  un¬ 
der  the  operations  of  the  moft  efficacious 
medicines  of  the  moft  oppofite  qualities, 
fhould  have  been  all  affedled,  almoft  at  the 
fame  time,  and  in  the  fame  manner,  by  the 
caufe  of  thefe  epidemical  coughs  ? 

Two  or  three  days  after  the  hofpital  had 
been  attacked,  the  City  Workhoufe  was  vi- 
fited  by  them  :  of  near  200  poor  people, 
who  are  in  this  houfe,  but  few  efcaped ;  all 
the  others  were  complaining  at  the  fame 
time. 

From  Exeter  the  difeafe  travelled  to¬ 
wards  Cornwall ;  about  the  13  th  of  No¬ 
vember  it  arrived  at  Okehampton  and  Afh- 
burton,  and  about  the  15th  at  Plymouth. 
I  have  no  certain  intelligence  when  or 
where  it  paffed  from  Devonfhire  into  Corn¬ 
wall  ;  but  by  the  20th  it  had  reached  Tru¬ 
ro  ;  and,  before  the  end  of  the  firft  week 
in  December,  had  fpread  to  all  parts  of 
that  county. 

The  conftitution,  produ&ive  of  this  Epi¬ 
demic,  very  feldom,  I  believe,  continued 

to 
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to  exert  its  influence  with  much  force  in 
any  place  more  than  three  weeks  or  a 
month ;  fo  that,  after  this  time,  a  few  only 
were  attacked  by  it :  and  it  was  generally 
obferved,  that  in  the  churches,  for  two  ' 
Sundays  following,  nothing  was  to  be  heard 
but  coughing;  and  that  on  the  third  Sun¬ 
day  this  difturbance  was  much  lefs.  I  can¬ 
not  find  that  there  is  any  part  of  thefe  two 
counties  but  what  was  vifited  by  it. 

Its  appearance  in  this  city  was  the  fame 
as  in  London,  except  only,  that  it  was 
here  much  more  favourable,  and  attended 
with  fome  fymptoms  befides  thole  you  have 
mentioned  in  your  Sketch  :  for  many  of 
our  patients,  efpecially  luch  as  had  a  con- 
flderable  degree  of  fever,  complained  of 
great  lownefs  of  fpirits  and  fudden  weak- 
nefs ;  feveral  of  them  of  a  perfect  inap¬ 
petency  both  to  meat  and  drink  (molt 
of  thefe  had  fevere  coughs  without  much 
fever),  and  fome  of  them  a  forenefs  through¬ 
out  the  wind-pipe  and  oefophagus,  with  a 
great  pain  in  fwaliowing  even  liquids, 
others  of  a  violent  pain  in  their  ears.  A 
few  had  {loughs  of  the  malignant  kind  on  I 

their 
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their  tonfils ;  fwellings  of  thefe,  and  of  the 
fub-maxillary  glands  were  not  unfrequent, 
but  occurred  oftener  in  feme  owns  than 
others.  One  of  my  patients  had  a  large 
parotid,  which  fuppurated  flowly,  and 
broke  at  the  end  of  three  weeks.  Erup¬ 
tions  on  the  lips,  towards  the  crifis,  were 
a  common  and  very  falutary  fymptom. 
Many  felt  no  feverifli  heat,  but  almoit  ail, 
if  not  all,  had  more  or  lefs  of  a  cough. 

This  circumftance,  probably,  induced  Sy¬ 
denham  to  give  the  name  of  Tuffis  Epi- 
demica  to  the  difeafe  which  had  been  called 
Febris  Catarrhalis  Epidemica  by  his  prede- 
ceffors,  who  feetn  to  have  been  of  opinion 
that  a  cough,  without  a  fever,  was  nothing 
more  than  a  fymptom  of  a  common  cold. 
The  impropriety  of  calling  a  cough,  with¬ 
out  any  feverifh  heat,  a  catarrhous  fever, 
being  obvious. 

Moft  people  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom, 
who  had  coughs  and  colds  during  the  late 
epidemical  conflitution,  -took  no  more  no¬ 
tice  of  them  than  they  would  have  taken 
of  common  colds,  and  got  well,  when  they 
were  without  a  fever,  fooner  than  thofe 

who, 
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who,  in  the  like  circumftances,  fubmitted 
to  confinement.  Nor  needed  fuch  perfons 
any  other  treatment  than  that  which  Sy¬ 
denham  recommended  to  his  patients,  who 
had  epidemical  coughs,  but  no  fever,  in 
the  year  1675. 

But  thofe  who  appeared  to  be  feverifh, 
and  had  pains  in  their  head,  breaft,  back, 
or  limbs,  were  advifed  by  the  Faculty  in 
this  city  to  confine  themfelves  to  their  beds, 
and  to  drink  frequently  barley-water,  wa¬ 
ter-gruel,  linfeed-tea,  and  other  foft  di¬ 
luting  liquors,  which  were  fometimes 
fweetened  with  honey,  very  hot.  Saline 
draughts,  with  fpermaceti,  were  often  pre- 
fcribed  ;  to  which,  if  the  patient  felt  him- 
felf  low,  and  inclined  to  be  faint,  was 
added  cordial  confection  ;  or  if  he  was  not 
difpofed  to  fweat  freely,  emetic  tartar*  but 
not  enough  to  excite  a  naufea.  A  plenti¬ 
ful  and  eafy  fweat,  continued  for  a  fuffi- 
cient  fpace  of  time,  carried  off  the  catar- 
rhous  fever  and  pains  on  the  firft,  fecond, 
third,  or  fourth  day  of  the  difeafe.  This 
fever,  which  has  been  called  a  Diary  and 
Decreafing  Fever  j  becaufe  it  either  ends  or 
I  begins 
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begins  to  decline  within  twenty-four  hours, 
and  never  exceeds  the  fourth  day,  was  ac¬ 
counted  an  eflential  part  of  the  Catarrhous 
Epidemic,  and  feems  indeed  to  be  an  im¬ 
mediate  effed  of  its  caufe.  But  the  cough 
generally  remained  after  the  fever  was  fub- 
dued,  until  an  eafy  expedo ration  of  con- 
coded  matter  put  an  end  to  it.  The  foft 
diluting  liquors,  and  the  medicines  above- 
mentioned,  were  defigned  to  bring  on  this 
critical  expedoration,  as  well  as  to  pro¬ 
mote  a  fweat.  And,  to  anfwer  that  end* 
paregoric  elixir  was  likewife  given,  if  the 
cough  was  very  troublefome,  and  the  mat¬ 
ter  brought  up  by  it,  crude  and  thin,  af¬ 
ter  the  fever  was  gone  off  or  confiderably 
abated. 

In  a  certain  town,  many  periods  to 
whom,  as  foon  as  they  applied  for  affift- 
ance,  wine-whey  with  fpirits  of  hartfhom 
Was  freely  given  to  force  out  a  fweat,  and 
paregoric  elixir  to  quiet  their  cough,  be* 
Came  delirious. 

Sometimes  a  violent  cough,  with  confi- 
derable  but  not  inflammatory  pains  about 
the  breaft,  feemed  to  require  bleeding  on 

Vol.VI,  B  b  '  the 
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the  fecond  or  third  day  of  the  difeafe;  bu? 
this  evacuation  weakened  the  patient,  with¬ 
out  removing  his  pains,  or  mitigating  his 
cough  in  any  confiderable  degree,  and 
feemed  to  retard  his  recovery.  In  feveral 
inftances,  as  I  am  well  informed,  the  lofs 
of  blood,  at  this  early  period  of  the  difeafe, 
was  followed,  not  immediately,  but  within 
a  few  days,  by  fevere  paroxyfms,.  refem- 
bling  thofe  of  an  intermittent.  And  I  ap¬ 
prehend  that  bleeding  is  then  only  neceffary 
in  this  diftemper,  when  it  is  accompanied 
with  real  inflammatory  fymptoms  :  and 
that  purging  is  alfo  improper,  unfefs  a  fe¬ 
ver,  which  requires  this  evacuation,  is 
complicated  with  the  catarrhous  com¬ 
plaints  ;  a  fpontaneous  fweat  being  the  na¬ 
tural  remedy  of  the  fever,  which  is  moft 
eflential  to  them.  Mercatus  has  very  judi- 
cioufly  remarked,  that  this  Epidemical  Ca - 
tarrhons  Difeafe  is  to  be  treated  according 
to  the  nature  and  difpofition  of  the  fever 
with  which  it  happens  to  be  afFociated  ;  for 
that  in  fome  cafes  bleeding  is  neceffary,  in 
others  purging  ;  but  in  moft  a  proper  re¬ 
gimen  only  is  required.  This  judgment 

of 
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of  the  Spanifh  phyfician  is  confirmed  by 
the  experience  of  our  fagacious  Sydenham, 
who  cured  the  Stationary  Fever  of  1675, 
when  it  was  united  with  the  Epidemical 
Cough  of  that  year,  in  the  fame  manner, 
and  with  the  fame  fuccefs,  as  he  had  done 
before  thefe  coughs  made  their  appearance. 

If  the  feverifh  diforder,  accompanying 
the  catarrhous  complaints,  continues  in- 
creafing  for  two  or  three  days,  it  is  certain 
that  another  fever,  befides  the  Diary  or 
Decreafing  Fever,  is  complicated  with  them. 
This  adventitious  fever  has  been  mod  com¬ 
monly  found  to  produce  either  fymptoms 
peculiar  to  fevers  of  the  inflammatory  kind, 
or  thofe  which  were  the  diftinguiihing 
marks  of  the  fever  of  the  feafon. 

Before  we  were  vifited  by  the  late  Epi¬ 
demic,  the  atrabilious  conftitution,  which, 
according  to  Dr.  Grant’s  accurate  obferva- 
tions,  begins  fome  time  in  O&ober,  or  the 
beginning  of  November,  had  taken  place. 
And  on  this  account  a  plentiful  difcharge 
of  black  bilious  ftools,  coming  on  of  its 
own  accord,  or  procured  by  gentle  and  re¬ 
peated  purging  medicines,  when  there  were 

B  b  2  pains 
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pains  or  uneafinefs  in  the  bowels,  or  a  dif~ 
tenfion  of  the  belly  and  praecordia,  with 
inquietude  or  other  figns  of  turgid  matter 
in  the  inteftines,  foon  freed  the  patient 
from  the  fever  of  the  feafon,  and  all  thfc 
complaints  arifing  from  it. 

But  when  any  danger  was  apprehended 
from  inflammatory  complaints*  which  did 
not  often  happen  in  this  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  more  or  lefs  blood  was  taken  away. 
This  Was  always  fizy,  and  the  fize  for 
the  moft  part  formed  a  cup-like  appearance. 
We  had  likewife  recourfe  to  antiphlogiftic 
medicines,  and  occafionally  to  blifters, 
which  more  fenfibly  abated  pleuritic  pains, 
being  applied  to  the  part  affe&ed,  than  the 
previous  bleeding. 

Feripneumonic  complaints,  the  moll: 
alarming  fymptom  of  all,  were  gradually 
carried  off  by  a  free  and  eafy  expe&oration 
of  digefted  matter.  Such  remedies  were 
therefore  adminiftered,  as  have  been 
found,  by  experience,  to  promote  the  di- 
geftion  of  thick  vifcid  humours,  collected 
and  retained  in  the  lungs,  and  to  facilitate 
their  difcharge. 

*  Thb 
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This  difeafe  proved  fatal  to  exceeding 
few  in  this  city  or  country,  and  thofe  who 
died  of  it  were  ancient  perfons  or  pulmo¬ 
nics.  Such  as  thefe  have  been  the  prin¬ 
cipal  fufferers  in  every  epidemical  catar- 
rhous  conftitution,  of  which  I  have  read 
any  defcription.  Children,  both  in  Devon- 
{hire  and  Cornwall,  were  lefs  fubjed  to 
the  diftemper  than  adults  ;  their  com¬ 
plaints,  when  they  had  taken  it,  were 
{lighter,  and  they  fooner  got  well.  Al- 
moft  all  of  them  had  watery  eyes  and  a 
running  nofe. 

From  the  accounts  and  defcriptions  given 
us  by  phyficians  of  the  Febris  Catarrhalis 
Epidemica,  or  Tufies  Epidemics,  which, 
fince  the  year  1557,  have  made  their  ap¬ 
pearance  in  Europe  at  leaffc  a  dozen  times, 
it  is  fufficiently  evident  that  they  are  the 
fame  difeafe,  diverfified  only  as  the  fmall- 
pox  are,  by  the  influence  of  the  climate, 
the  feafons  of  the  year,  and  the  conftitu^ 
tion  of  the  air. 

Whilft  it  was  the  general  opinion  of  phi- 
lofophers,  that  all  things  upon  earth  were 
governed  by  the  heavens,  phyficians  im- 

B  b  3  puted 
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puted  the  Epidemical  Catarrhous  Semi- 
peftilential  Fever,  to  the  influence  of  the 
liars  ;  whence  the  Italians  gave  it  the  name 
of  Influenza. 

Wintringham  and  others,  who  attribute 
this  general  Epidemic  to  moift,  cold  wea¬ 
ther,  coming  on  fuddenly  after  a  lafting* 
warm,  dry  feafon,  feem  not  enough  to 
have  apprehended  that  it  is  a  difeafe  of  all 
feafons  and  climates,  which  I  think  it  mod 
certainly  is.  For  we  are  informed  by 
Willis,  in  cap.  xvii.  de  Febribus ,  that  it 
vifited  this  kingdom  in  x^pril  1658  ;  and 
that  the  whole  fpring  and  the  beginning 
of  the  fummer  this  year  were  uncommonly 
cold,  and  the  preceding  winter  exceffively 
hard.  And  Mercatus  relates,  in  lib.  ii.  dc 
intern .  morb.  curat,  that  it  was  raging  in 

fome  part  or  other  of  Spain  during  the 
whole  fummer  of  the  year  1 580,  and  de- 
llroyed  not  a  few.  It  is  recorded  by  Fon- 
feca,  in  Difputat.  dc  Garotillo ,  that  in  the 
year  155 7,  it  infefted  Alia,  came  from 
thence  to  Conftantinople,  then  fpread  itfelf 
over  all  Europe,  and  afterwards  attacked 
America.  And  by  a  Society  of  *  Phyflcians 

at 
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at  Edinburgh,  in  the  fecond  volume  of  their 
Medical  EJfays ,  that  about  the  middle  of 
November  1732,  it  made  its  appearance  in 
the  northern  parts  of  Germany,  and  reached 
Naples  and  Spain  before  the  end  of  Fe¬ 
bruary  1733,  having,  in  the  mean  time* 
over-run  all  Europe.  That  about  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  following  October  it  arrived  in 
New-England,  and  travelled  fouthward  to 
Barbadoes,  jaimaca,  Peru,  and  Mexico, 
much  at  the  fame  rate  as  it  had  done  in 
Europe.  Now  thefe  hiftorical  fads  being 
jnconfiftent  with  the  conjedures  of  'thefe 
gentlemen,  who  would  perfuade  us  that 
this  uncommon  and  mod  univerfal  difeafe 
is  produced  by  the  fame  conftitution  of  the 
air,  as  that  which  produces  our  common 
autumnal  colds  and  coughs:  if  we  believe 
the  hiftorians,  we  mull  neceffarily  con¬ 
clude  that  this  notion  of  the  theories  is 
falfe.  .  .  .  , 

Nor  does  this  diftemper  feem  to  arife, 
which  is,  I  think,  at  prefent  the  more  ge¬ 
neral  opinion,  from  contagion.  For  in 
this  city,  in  the  year  1729,  it  was  conjec¬ 
tured  that  two  thoufand  perfons  at  lead 

B  b  4  were 


376  Medical  Obferv  at  ions  and  Inquiries* 

• 

were  feized  with  it  in  one  night.  But 
what  is  more  extraordinary,  before  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  autumn,  in  the  year  1557,  it 
attacked  all  parts  of  Spain  at  once,  fo  that 
the  greateft  part  of  the  people  in  that  king¬ 
dom  were  feized  with  it  almoft  on  the  fame 
day.  This  very  Angular  circumftance  is 
related  by  Mercatus,  who  fays,  that  it  hap? 
pened  in  his  own  time. 

And  after  all  the  attempts  that  have 
been  made  to  afcertain  the  caufes  of  gene? 
ral  Epidemical  Difeafes,  not  arifing  from 
the  fenfible  qualities  of  the  air,  we  feem  to 
have  as  little  real  knowledge  of  them  as  the 
ancient  Greek  phyficians  had,  who  referred 
thefe  diftempers  to  fomething  in  the  air, 
which  is  not  the  object  of  fenfe,  but  which, 
like  the  Supreme  Caufe  of  all  things,  only 
manifefts  its  exiftence  and  power  to  us  by 
its  effeds.  This  fomething,  therefore, 
though  different,  in  different  epidemical 
conftitutions,  was  not  improperly  called  by 
Hippocrates  to  Qeiov, 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  in  this  part  of 
the  country,  in  the  month  of  September, 
gnany  horfes  and  dogs  were  feverdy  afSided 
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fcyith  colds  and  cough.  Which  circum- 
fiance,  it  fhould  feem,  was  not  merely  ac¬ 
cidental  ;  fince  it  has  been  obferved,  that 
horfes  were  infe&ed  before  men  in  three 
general  epidemical  conftitutions  that  have 
happened  in  our  time.  And  I  am  inclined 
to  think,  that  the  peftilence  mentioned  by 
Homer,  which,  within  the  fpace  of  nine 
days,  fpread  itfelf  over  all  the  Grecian 
quarters,  and  a  little  while  after  difap-p 
peared,  was  an  Epidemic  of  the  fame  kind; 
becaufe  neither  the  true  plague,  nor  any 
other  epidemical  difeafe,  with  whofe  hiftory 
I  am  acquainted,  has  been  known  to  make 
fo  rapid  a  progrefs,  or  to  end  fo  foon,  as 
that  peftilence  did. 

V  - 

Dr.  ASH. 

Birmingham,  Dec.  2,  1775. 

I,  2,  and  3.  THE  Epidemic,  of  which 
we  had  accounts  in  the  public  papers  from 
London,  made  its  appearance  in  this  place 
about  the  middle  of  November;  and  no 

V  ' 

frelh  fubje£ts  were  attacked  with  it  after 

the 
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the  7th  or  8th  of  December.  The  period 
of  it  did  not  exceed  a  month ;  there  was 
no  diftinftion  of  the  fexes  amongft  grown 
perfons  :  thofe  who  were  moft  in  the  air 
were,  in  general,  leaft  affedted  ;  few -chil¬ 
dren  difeafed. 

4,  5,  6,  and  7.  In  the  town  many  were 
fuddenly  feized,  efpecially  in  the  morning 
early,  with  univerfal  rigours,  and  pains 
in  the  limbs  and  back  part  of  the  head,  a 
roughnefs  rather  than  forenefs  in  the  throat, 
great  laffitude  and  dejection  of  fpirits, 
great  oppreffion  on  the  praecordia,  and 
fome  few  with  pleuritic  pains.  Many  com¬ 
plained  of  a  naufea,  and  an  inclination  to 
vomit.  The  tongue  was  generally  moift 
in  the  beginning,  with  a  whitenefs  and 
fometimes  a  darker  cruft  toward  the  back 
part  of  it.  The  {kin  was  feldom  hot  or 
dry,  and  the  general  temperature  of  the 
habit  moderate.  The  appetite,  except  in 
the  lubje&s  who  complained  of  naufea, 
was  not  much  afredted  ;  but  the  patients  in 
general  complained  of  a  total  lofs  of  a  diftinc- 
tion  of  tafte  of  one  kind  of  food  from  an¬ 
other.  The  cough  was  incefiant,  efpe- 
*  cially 
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pally  on  lying  down  In  bed.  In  no  pa¬ 
tient,  whom  I  attended,  any  hardnefs  or 
tenfion  in  the  pulfe:  and  it  never  appeared 
neceffary  to  take  any  blood  away.  In  fome 
few  who  had  been  blooded,  on  account  of 
an  haemorrhage  from  the  nofe,  through 
the  violence  of  the  cough,  the  blood  ap¬ 
peared  florid,  and  of  a  tender  texture ;  the 
urine  was  fecreted  generally  in  fmall  quan¬ 
tities,  and,  of  courfe,  high-coloured  :  the 
flate  of  the  bowels  uncertain.  Where  a 
tendency  to  a  diarrhoea  came  on,  it  gene¬ 
rally  removed  the  difeafe,  and  where  a 
want  of  ftools,  indicated  an  aperient  in  the 
beginning  of  the  difeafe,  it  had  in  general 
the  fame  happy  effe&s. 

8,  9,  10,  11,  and  12.  An  early  atten¬ 
tion  to  adminifter  and  repeat  fome  mild 
cathartics,  with  diluting  cooling  liquors 
and  mild  diaphoretics,  foon  brought  on 
an  eafy  expe&oration,  and  removed  all  the 
other  fymptoms  except  the  cough,  which 
generally  continued,  in  fome  degree,  ten 
or  twelve  days,  but  was  much  relieved  by 
fmall  doles  of  anodynes.  The  aged  and 
jdifeafed  patients,  efpecially  afthmatics,  fuf- 

fered 
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fered  moft,  and  to  fome  few  it  proved  fa-« 
tal.  In  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  when 
not  immediately  relieved  by  the  firft  in*- 
tentions,  many  difficult  and  perplexing 
fymptoms  arofe  that  were  not  eafily 
removed,  and  often  appeared  alarming. 
Gentle  and  repeated  purgatives  were  of  the 
moft  certain  ufe ;  and,  if  not  early  admi- 
niftered,  or  neglected  to  be  repeated,  an 
obftinate  coftivenefs  fometimes  came  on, 
that  was  to  be  relieved  only  by  clyfters  fre^ 
quently  repeated ;  and,  in  one  cafe,  all  ef¬ 
forts  of  that  kind  were  ineffectual ;  and, 
although  the  heat  was  moderate  the  whole 
time,  the  difeafe  proved  fatal,  and  termi¬ 
nated  in  a  mortification  of  the  bowels. 

In  thefe  aggravated  fymptoms  of  the 
diforder  the  nights  were  in  general  difi- 
quiet,  the  cough  continued  violent,  although 
the  expectoration  was  plentiful ;  and  the 
head  was  affeCted.  Blifters  were  generally 
of  good  effeCt,  and  fomentations  and  fina- 
pifms  to  the  feet  gave  great  relief.  The 
difeafe  was  particularly  troublefome  to  wo¬ 
men  in  the  latter  part  of  their  pregnancy. 
An  healthy  young  woman,  very  near  her 

time^ 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries .  381 

\ 

time,  was  feized  with  this  difeafe  :  the 
fymptoms  were  more  violent  than  com¬ 
mon  ;  but  no  affiftance  was  called  to  her^ 
on  a  fuppofition  that  medicines  were  im¬ 
proper  in  her  prefent  fituation  :  after  her 
delivery  all  affiftance  was  in  vain,  and  ffie 
died  phrenetic  on  the  fifth  day.  Her  child 
was  born,  to  all  appearance,  in  a  health¬ 
ful  ftate,  but  was  feized  with  convulfions 
the  fecond  day  after  its  birth,  and  died  the 
evening  preceding  the  mother’s  death.  I 
was  called  upon  to  attend  two  other  wo¬ 
men  in  the  fame  fituation,  and  directed 
for  them  the  ufual  methods  of  treatment  $ 
they  had  both  a  happy  delivery,  and 
the  cough  and  all  other  fymptoms  ceafed 
foon  after,  except  the  dejection  qf  fpirits, 
with  fome  flight  palpitations  of  the  heart, 
which  foon  gave  way  to  fetid  medicines. 

The  difeafe,  in  its  decline,  often  aflumed 
the  form  of  an  intermittent ;  and  the  Pe¬ 
ruvian  bark  feemed  immediately  indicated, 
but  it  never  had  its  wifhed-for  or  expected 
fuccefs  :  it  feemed  to  aggravate  the  difeafe, 
and  threatened  to  bring  on  a  relapfe,  and 
was  never  of  ufe  except  it  a£ted  as  a  brifk  . 

purgative 
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purgative  on  its  being  firft  given,  which 
was  often  its  immediate  effect ;  if  not,  it 
was  highly  prejudicial.  '  Befides,  the  gentle 
and  mild  cathartics  frequently  repeated, 
with  diluting  liquors,  mild  diaphoretics, 
with  fmall  dofes  of  emetic  tartar  in  every 
form  of  medicine.  Emetics  were  given 
with  the  greateft  fuccefs,  efpecially  when 
the  naufea  immediately  indicated  them ; 
but  if  not  immediately  indicated,  were,  in 
general,  found  to  abate  the  progtefs  of  the 
difeafe. 

The  different  ftate  of  the  blood  in  this 
place,  from  what  you  found  it  in  London, 
defer  ves  our  peculiar  attention.  In  a  work- 
houfe  in  a  neighbouring  town,  three  died 
of  the  Epidemic,  who  were  all  blooded  :  all 
the  reft  recovered  who  were  not  bled,  but 
took  the  repeated  purgatives  only  and  the 
Decolium  Nitrofum . 

% 
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Dr.  W.  WHITE. 

York,  Dec.  22,  1775, 

THIS  epidemic  difeafe  feems  to  have 
appeared  rather  earlier  with  us  than  in 
London  :  it  was  obferved  before  the  end  of 
October,  became  general  in  the  beginning 
of  November,  at  which  time  many  whole 
families  were  indifpofed.  Not  one  dwell- 
ing-houfe  efcaped  :  T  was  myfelf  feized 
with  it  on  the  2d  of  that  month ;  and,  in 
a  very  £hort  time,  it  became  the  moft  uni- 
verfal  difeafe  that  hath  been  remembered 

-  if  *i %  '‘•jfifc/*  •**>  ’-*  -  *  f  7  ;  . 

with  us.  It  was  much  abated  by  the  firft 
week  of  December,  and  feems  now  to  have 
entirely  left  us. 

The  attack  was  generally  fudden,  with  a 
fenfe  of  fevere  coldnefs,  efpecially  in  the 
back  and  lower  extremities.  This,  in  many, 
was  attended  with  a  giddinefs  ;  in  a  few, 
with  naufea  and  abhorrence  of  food,  gene¬ 
rally  uneafinefs  about  the  prsscordia,  great 
anxiety,  and  wearinefs.  The  pulfe  fmall 
and  contracted,  from  ten  to  twenty  above 
the  natural  rate;  urine  pale,  body  gene- 

8  rally 
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vally  coftive.  Some  had  more  or  lefs  fore- 

«  , 

nefs  in  the  throat,  and  what  is  called  a  fluf¬ 
fing  in  the  head,  and  fneezirig  violently  5 
all  had  a  very  bad  tickling  cough,  which 
foon  caufed  flitches  and  forenefs  in  the 
bread. 

*  * 

Thofe  fymptoms,  as  they  were  more  or 

lefs  violent,  were  fooner  or  later  followed 
by  feverifh  heat,  but  feldom  to  any  high 
degree,  remarkable  forenefs  all  over  the 
body,  and  flight  pains  in  the  head,  limbs, 
loins,  and  breaft.  The  urine  now  feldom 
high-coloured,  forming  a  cloud  when  cold  5 . 
a  diarrhoea  uncommon  here,  the  contrary 
ftate  common.  Pulfe  in  moft  one  hundred 
in  a  minute,  in  feveral  much  quicker,  fel¬ 
dom  full  or  flrong.  Tongue  whitifh,  but 
moift,  little  remarkable  thirft,  a  complaint 
of  a  bad  tafte  in  the  mouth  was  general* 
and  the  breath  offenfive. 

No  regular  crifis  was  obfervable,  the  fe¬ 
ver  was  of  the  remittent  kind,  and  gra¬ 
dually  fubfided  in  general.  All  became 
much  worfe  in  the  afternoon,  and  fo  con¬ 
tinued  till  three  or  four  o’clock  the  fol- 
lowing  morning,  about  which  time  a  mo- 
,  derate 
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derate  fvveating  relieved  the  patient,  who, 
after  a  few  hours  of  quiet  fleep  awoke 
much  eafier  :  the  difeafe  thus  went  on  fe- 
veral  days,  without  any  intervening  cold 
fit.  For  four  days  together  my  pulfe  was 
90  (15  above  the  natural  rate)  in  the 
morning,  in  the  evening  115:  the  fame  I 
obferved  in  feverai  others. 

In  all,  the  nervous  fyftem  was  much  dif-  . 

.^1 

ordered,  various  affections  of  the  fpafmo- 
die  kind  occurred*  and  the  anxiety,  defpond- 
ency,  and  reftleffnefs,  were  much  more 
remarkable  than  the  general  mildnefs  of 
‘  the  vafcular  irritation  gave  room  to  ex¬ 
pert. 

Regarding  the  prognofis  :  A  quick  re¬ 
covery  followed  fuch  urine  as  quickly 
turned  milky  after  making,  foon  after  de- 
pofiting  a  copious  fediment  3  it  was  always 
attended  with  moift  {kin,  an  abatement  of 
the  cough,  the  quicknefs  of  the  pulfe,  and 
anxiety*  Some  had  more  confiderabie 
fweats  ;  I  faw  no  crifis  by  a  fpontaneous 
diarrhoea,  nor  any  recovery  without  the 
urine  above-mentioned. 

Vol.VI.  C  c  This 
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This  epidemic  was,  with  us  in  general, 
fo  mild,  as  feldom  to  engage  the  attend¬ 
ance  of  a  phyfician  ;  yet  it  brought  fome 
aged  afthmatics,  and  young  people  of  a 
confumptive  habit,  into  imminent  danger: 
of  fuch  a  few  died  in  this  city,  efpecially 
the  former. 

As  to  the  curative  part,  it  was  feldom 
neceffary  here  to  take  away  blood  :  fome 
were  relieved  by  it,  but,  in  general,  it  did 
hurt  by  depreffing  the  patients.  An  inge¬ 
nious  apothecary,  who,  from  his  exten- 
five  practice,  had  a  very  great  number  of 
the  fick  under  his  care,  informed  me  that 
this  evacuation  feemed  to  relieve  fome  im¬ 
mediately,  but  that  he  never  faw  in  any 
other,  difeafe  fo  many  bad  fymptoms  fol¬ 
low  bleeding  as  in  this  epidemic.  Gentle 
cooling  purgatives  were  univerfally  benefi¬ 
cial  in  abating  the  anxiety  and  raifing  the 
fpirits.  Emetics  were  feldom  indicated ; 
nor  were  blifters  often  required,  but  were 
/ufeful  in  abating  the  cough  and  hitches. 

The  difeafe  was  feldom  fo  violent  as  to 
call  for  antimonials  ;  but  when  ufed,  as  I 
3  did 
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did  in  feveral  cafes,  they  never  failed  in 
their  febrifuge  effects.  I  never  gave  an 
anodyne  until  the  pulfe  was  confiderably 
reduced,  to  about  80,  then  they  had  every 
defirable  effect*,  when  given  without  this 
rule  they  often  difagreed  with  the  patient, 
acting  as  a  ftimulant. 

The  appearance  of  the  urine  above-men¬ 
tioned,  which  was  always  attended  with 
other  figns  of  an  apyrexia,  was  my  rule 

■  — >  ~  »  1  * 

for  giving  the  cortex ;  and  it  never  failed 
in  quickly  reftoring  the  patient.  Without 
its  affiftance  feveral  continued  for  fome 
time  in  a  weak  and  irritable  condition,  fo 
as  to  alarm  their  friends  with  the  appre- 
henfion  of  a  confumption.  I  was  called  to 
one  patient  who  had  been  a  month  in  this 
fituation,  weak,  languid,  difpirited,  and 
worn  out  with  a  violent  cough  and  want 
of  deep ;  his  urine  was  as  above  deferibed  \ 
the  cortex,  and  an  anodyne  at  night,  with 
riding" upon  horfeback,  foon  cured  him. 

But,  in  general,  a  few  days  confinement, 
abftinence  from  flefh  meat,  and  frequent 
fippings  of  fome  tepid  peftoral  drink,  fuf- 
figed  for  the  cure.  But  it  was  univerfally 

C  c  z  .  found1 
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found  neceffary  to  allow  a  nutritious  diet ; 
and  fuch  as  had  been  accuftomed  to  liquors 
of  the  more  ftimulating  kind  became  worfe 
if  debarred  their  ufe  ;  the  anxiety,  inquie¬ 
tude,  and  other  nervous  affe&ions  being 
encreafed  by  fuch  procedure. 

Although  I  keep  a  journal  of  weather, 
I  think  it  unneceflary  to  relate  it ;  it  agrees 
pretty  much  with  Dr.  Fothergill’s  account. 
I  fhall  juft  obferve,  that  the  epidemic  was 
probably  checked  here  by  a  fudden  fevere 
froft  and  fnow.  The  .thermometer,  which 
had  been  for  forne  time  between  40  and 
50,  fell  in  one  night’s  time  to  22,  and 
continued  for  feme  days  below  the  freezing 
point.  It  is  one  of  Farenheit’s,  and  hangs 
in  a  garden  behind  my  houfe,  having  an 
open  expofure  to  the  fouth-weft. 

The  above  account  of  the  epidemic,  as 
it  appeared  at  York,  may  be  depended  up¬ 
on  for  its  exa&nefs,  being  the  refult  of  my 
own  and  the  joint  obfervations  of  the  fa¬ 
culty  here,  and  it  will  give  me  pleafure  to 
find  it  acceptable  to  Dr.  Fothergill. 

W.  W.  , 


t 
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I  .  „  I  ' 

'  Dr.  HAY  GARTH,  Chejler. 

THE  epidemical  catarrh  of  1775  feized, 
in  general,  the  inhabitants  of  Chefter  about 
the  middle  of  November,  From  the  15th 
till  the  25th  of  that  month  the  diftemper 
fpread  moft  universally  ;  yet  very  few  were 
attacked  fo  late  as  December.  Indeed  I  faw 
one  cafe,  on  the  2d  of  November,  of  a  lady 
who  had  Suffered  manifeft  Symptoms  of 
this  epidemic  fix  days  before  ;  but  1  heard 

i  ✓ 

of  no  other  inftance  of  its  appearing  here 
fo  early,  and  the  diforder  did  not  become 
general  till  near  a  fortnight  later.  This 
epidemic  pervaded  all  North  Wales  within 
three  or  five  days  after  its  general  Seizure 
of  the  inhabitants  in  Chefter  ;  that  is,  on 
the  1 8th  or  20th  of  November,  as  I  have 
had  authentic  information  from  every  town 
and  every  confiderable  village,  and  their 
neighbourhood.  I  was  curious  to  know 
how  thofe  were  affeCted  who  were  moft 
Secluded  from  the  intercourfe  of  Society; 
an  intelligent  practitioner  informs  me  that 

C  c  3  in 
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in  Llyn,  the  mod  weftern  and  remote  cor* 
ner  of  Garnarvonfhire,  this  epidemic  began 
about  the  20th  of  November,  was  general 
through  every  part  of  this  peninfutaj  and 
affeded  all  clafles  of  people :  that  one  in  a 
family  now  and  then  efcaped  it,  but  that 
he  knew  no  family,  however  fmall,  among 
whom  it  did  not  make  its  appearance.  My 
medical  correfpondents  mention  that  fome 
cafes  occurred  in  one  part  of  Wales  fo  early 
as  Odober  the  27th,  and  in  another  the 
beginning  of  November.  In  the  weftern 
part  of  Chefhire,  and  that  part  of  Shrop¬ 
shire  which  borders  on  Chefhire,  I  ob- 
ferved  that  this  difeafe  began  foon  after  the 
middle  of  November.  However  I  am  cer¬ 
tain  that  in  fome  Chefhire  villages  the  epi¬ 
demic  had  not  appeared  till  more  than  ten 
days  later,  though  it  afterwards  vinted 
thefe  places.  Thefe  fads,  compared  with 
the  general  feizure,  make  the  theory  of 
this  epidemic  very  difficult.  On  the  whole, 
1  believe  people  in  the  country  were  at¬ 
tacked  rather  later  than  in  the  towns  they 
furronnded,  lefs  feverely,  and  lefs  gene¬ 
rally;  however,  not  only  the  inhabitants 

of 
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of  villages,  but  of  folitary  houfes,were  feized 
with  this  difeafe.  I  could  not  difcover  that 
high  or  low,  dry  or  moift  fituations,  the 
neighbourhood  of  mountains,  or  of  the  fea, 
or  any  other  particular  expofure,  rendered 
the  epidemic  either  later  or  milder  ;  though 
I  made  very  circumftantial  inquiries  to  af- 
certain  thefe  fads. 

,  ^  '  1 

In  this  epidemic  at  Chefter  the  catarrhal 
and  feverifh  fymptoms  were  moft  general  ; 
yet  I  faw  a  few  cafes  of  fever  without 
cough,  and  more  of  cough  without  fever. 
The  catarrhal  fymptoms  were  a  frequent 
cough,  which  generally  brought  up  pellu¬ 
cid  phlegm,  and  in  old  people  a  plentiful 
yellow  difcharge  ;  but  in  fome  cafes  was 
dry,  hard,  and  violent :  a  copious  watery 
defluxion  from  the  eyes  and  nofe,  frequent 
fneezing,  hoarfenefs,  and  fore  throat.  The 
feverifh  fymptoms  commenced  fometimes 
before  and  fometimes  after  the  cough,  and 
began  with  chilly  and  hot  fits,  irregular 
and  alternate,  followed  by  laflitude,  in¬ 
quietude,  uncommon  lofs  of  ftrength  and 
fpirits,  want  of  fleep  and  appetite,  giddi- 
nefs,  acute  pain  in  the  head,  cheft,  or  a 

C  c  4  '  par- 
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particular  point  of  the  belly,  all  increafed 
by  coughing  ;  alfo  an  aching  pain  in  the 
head,  back,  hips,  and  limbs.  The  pulfe 
was  feldom  very  full  or  ftrong,  except  in 
peripneumonic  cafes  ;  the  fkin  had  often 
no  unufual  heat,  the  tongue  was  generally 
white  and  moift,  fometimes  yellowifh  and 
furred  ;  the  urine  appeared  varioufly,  but 
was  commonly  high-coloured  during  the 
fever.  Unlefs  an  inflammation  attacked 
the  lungs,  which  was  a  frequent  and  dan¬ 
gerous  termination  of  the  difeaie,  the  fever 
ufually  ceafed  in  a  few  days.  The  cough 
continued  longer,  and  was  of  more  uncer¬ 
tain  duration.  The  preceding  fymptoms 
were  by  far  the  mod  univerfal,  and  exhi¬ 
bit  the  regular  appearance  of  the  difeafe. 

The  mo  ft  common  anomalous  complaint 
was  a  diarrhoea,  with  blackifh  ftools  :  fick- 
nefs  and  vomiting  occurred  lefs  frequently. 
I  faw  five  patients  who  had  fallen  down 
in  a  fwoon,  preceded  by  a  violent  head- 
ach ;  three  of  thele  were  young  women, 
who  had  the  other  fymptoms  very  mildly  ; 
the  fourth  was  a  gentleman  of  an  athletic 
habit,  who  was  never  confined  by  the  dif¬ 
eafe  $ 
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eafe;  and  the  fifth  was  a  married  lady, 
who,  without  a  preceding  cough,  had  a 
very  violent  loofenefs,  fticceeded  by  a 
phrenitic  delirium,  and  then  by  a  very 
urgent  cough  ;  the  loofenefs,  delirium,  and 
‘  cough  fucceeded  alternately  to  each  other 
twice  over  in  a  regular  manner,  but  never 
exifted  together  :  at  laft  a  red  rough  itch¬ 
ing  rafh  covered  the  whole  body,  after 
which  no  fymptom  but  the  cough  re¬ 
mained.  In  a  young  girl,  a  fmooth  red- 
11  efs  of  the  fkin  covered  a  great  part  of 
her  body,  exactly  like  the  appearance  in 
fcariet  fevers.  One  cafe  differed  entirely 
from  the  ufual  inflammatory  type  of  the 
difeafe.  A  young  lady  at  a  boarding-fchool 
was  feized  at  the  fame  time,  and  with  like 
fymptoms,  as  2 6  of  her  fchool-fellows. 
Two  days  after  her  fir  ft  .irvdifpofition  a 

diarrhoea,  with  black  ftools,  began,  and 

* 

continued  above  three  weeks,  attended  with 
a  putrid  fever,  black  dry  tongue,  fauces 
and  lips;  fordid  teeth,  total  deafnefs,  and 
an  idiotic  delirium  ;  yet  fhe  recovered.  Her 
mother  and  two  other  attendants  were  in¬ 
fected  by  this  fever,  in  which  their  heads 

were 
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were  principally  affected  with  violent  pain 
and  a  wild  delirium  :  the  fever  was  fatal 
%to  one  of  the  attendants,  wfflo  died  phrene¬ 
tic.  The  proof  of  infedion,'  in  this  pu¬ 
trid  fever,  was  moft  evident ;  but  I  faw 
no  inftance  of  the  epidemical  catarrh  that 
appeared  to  be  communicated  by  infedion. 
A  very  large  proportion  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Chefter  were  feized  with  this  epidemic  ; 
but,  as  far  as  may  be  concluded  from  one 
obfervation,  it  appears  that  there  were 
fewer  in  the  higher  than  the  lower  ranks 
of  fociety*  In  the  Abbey  Square,  inhabited 
by  perfons  who  live  in  eafe  and  affluence, 
only  73  were  attacked  out  of  97  neigh¬ 
bours  ;  that  is,  fcarcely  more  th^n  3  in  4 ; 
at  the  Crofs,  inhabited  by  people  in  trade, 
that  compofe  the  middle  rank,  109  had  the 
difeafe  out  of  1 1 4 ;  that  is,  nearly  18  in 
ig  ;  whereas  in  the  Houfe  of  Induftry  not 
one  perfon  efcaped  the  diforder  out  of  175. 
Other  difeafes  did  not  preclude  this  :  I  faw 
it  accompany  meafles,  confumption,  mor¬ 
tification,  gout,  fcurvy,  dropfy,  jaundice, 
&c.  It  attacked  many  who  were  confined 
to  their  houfes,  and  even  to  their  beds 

with 
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with  other  ailments.  Young  children  in 
general  recovered  fooneft,  and  had  feweft 
violent  complaints :  however,  I  was  in¬ 
formed  by  a  perfon  of  {kill,  that  he  faw 
one  child  of  two,  and  another  of  three 
months  old,  with  evident  fymptoms  of  this 
diftemper.  It  was  moll  fatal  to  the  aged, 
the  afthmatic,  and  thofe  who  were  debili¬ 
tated  by  other  diforders. 

A  flight  degree  of  the  difeafe  foon  went 
off  without  confinement,  any  particular 
diet  or  medicines;  but  many  aggravated 
>  both  the  fever  and  cough,  by  expofing 
-  themfelves  to  cold.  With  a  large  num¬ 
ber  the  fymptoms  were  fo  violent  as  to 
confine  them  to  the  houfe,  and  even  to 
bed  :  in  thefe  cafes  plenty  of  cooling  and 
diluting  liquids,  drank  warm,  by  encourag¬ 
ing  fweats  which  came  on  fpontaneoufly, 
feemed  greatly  to  abate  the  fever.  When 
the  cough  was  very  violent,  during  or  af¬ 
ter  the  fever,  bleeding  in  general  rnani- 
feftly  alleviated  it,  though  the  blood  had 
feldom  a  thick  fizy  cruft,  and  often  none 
at  all.  In  one  cafe,  even  at  fo  advanced 
ail  age  as  75,  the  breathing  was  fo  labo¬ 


rious* 
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rious,  from  a  fuppreffion  of  the  cough,  and 

the  relief  from  bleeding  was  fo  manifeft, 

/ 

and  fo  immediate,  that  it  convinced  both 
my  patient  and  myfelf  that  this  remedy 
fnatched  her  out  of  the  very  jaws  of  death. 
In  fome  cafes,  antimonials  manifeftly  aba¬ 
ted  both  the  fever  and  cough ;  in  fome 
blifters  were  of  fervice  ;  in  general,  cool¬ 
ing  purgatives  and  other  antiphlogiftic  re¬ 
medies  and  regimen,  which  it  is  unnecef- 
fary  to  fpecify,  had  a  falutary  effect. 

At  Chefter  the  fpring  of  1775  (March, 
April,  May,  and  beginning  of  June)  was 
remarkably  dry,  and  the  three  laft  of  thefe 
months  unufually  warm  :  on  April  the  28th, 
at.  two  P.  M.  the  thermometer  was  72°  in 
the  (hade.  July,  Auguft,  and  Septem¬ 
ber,  were  wet  and  warm.  On  the  19th 
and  20th  of  October,  for  48  hours,  was  a 
ftorm  of  wind  from  the  weft,  attended  with 
rain.  The  ftorm  was  remarkable  both  for 
violence  and  duration,  which  wrecked  many 
fhips  on  our  coaft  :  the  newfpapers  did  not 
fhew  that  it  extended  to  any  great  diftance  ; 
but  different  ftorms  are  mentioned  to  have 
happened  at  different  times :  their  hiftory, 

connected 
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conne&ed  with  that  of  the  catarrh,  may 
illuftrate  the  queftion  whether  epidemics 
have  any  dependance  on  ftorms.  During 
November  the  wind  was  generally  from 
the  eaft  :  the  air  was  hazy  for  an  unufual 
number  of  days  in  this  month.  About 
Auguft  and  September,  in  North  Wales, 
almoft  all  the  horfes  were  feized  with 
coughs. 

Though  I  find  that  18  epidemics  of  this 
kind  have  been  recorded  in  medical  books 
during  the  laft  400  years,  yet  perhaps  it 
may  not  be  deemed  fuperfluous  to  mention 
another  inftance  of  this  catarrh,  which 
feems  to  be  different  from  the  hiftories  I 
have  had  an  opportunity  to  confult  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  age  of  thofe  who  were  affedled. 
The  diftemper  was  general  in  this  city  and 
neighbourhood  :  the  annexed  cafe  happened 
15  miles  from  hence.  As  thefe  epidemics 
are  generally  mildeft  in  warm  weather,  the 
feafon  probably  was  a  caufe  of  its  being  < 
attended  wTith  moderate  fymptoms.  The 
following  account  is  extra&ed  from  a  let¬ 
ter  I  wrote  to  my  highly  efteemed  friend, 
Dr.Watfon,  junior,  on  July  5,  1769: 

4 1?  -  €  '  “  In 


3  98  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries . 

ct  In  May  fome  children  were  attacked 
cc  with  a  cough  and  fever.  iTowards  the 
<fi  middle  of,  June  the  difeafe  became  al- 
is  moft  universal  among  children,  between 
u  a  few  months  and  eight  or  ten  years 
“  old,  very  few  efcaping.  In  general  it 
<c  feized  upon  all  the  children  in  a  family, 
<c  though  fome  inftances  occurred  where 
<c  only  one  was  attacked  out  of  feveral  who 
u  lived  together.  Others  in  the  country, 
iC  who  had  no  communication  with  the  in- 
“  fe&edf  were  feized  about  the  fame  time, 
u  and  with  equal  violence.  Hence  this 
<c  catarrh  feems  to  have  been  occafioned  by 
<c  the  epidemical  conftitution  and  unknown 
<c  influence  of  the  air,  rather  than  infec- 
“  tion.  Though  the  difeafe  has  been  uni- 
“  verbal,  I  have  heard  of  but  two  or  three 

“  cafes  in  which'  it  was  fatal.  The  fymp- 

' 

“  toms  of  this  catarrh  are  a  fhort  fxequent 
«  tickling  cough,  exa&ly  like  the  cough 
“  which  attends  the  meafles ;  fome  are 
u  fir (1  feized  with  fneezing.  In  a  few 
u  days  the  fever  begins  with  a  quick  fre- 
“  quent  pulfe,  a  hot  and  fometimes  a  moift 
“  fkin,  and  a  white  tongue.  The  cough 
*  “  generally 
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u  generally  begins  before  the  fever,  and 
continues  after  it.  Some  children  have 
C£  the  cough  (which  is  a  very  diftinguifh- 
able  one)  without  any  fever.  During 
“  the  fever  they  are  generally  very  fleepy, 
“  and  fometimes  delirious :  a  difficulty  of 
“  breathing  generally  comes  on  when  the 
ct  cough  and  fever  are  violent.  The  urine, 
<f  in  all  the  cafes  I  have  feen,  has  a  co- 
“  pious  white  fediment ;  the  blood  is  very 
fizy  ;  worms  are  frequently  difcharged 
“  by  ftool  during  the  fever.  This  circum- 
<c  fiance  has  increafed  a  fufpicion  I  have 
“  entertained,  for  fome  time,  that  worms 
are  not  fo  often  as  fuppofed,  or  proba- 
“  bly  not  at  all,  the  caufe  of  fever.  It  is 
“  oatural  to  expert  that  fevers  fliould  ex- 
{c  pel  worms  from  the  inteftines,  but  not 
C(  very  likely  that  worms  could  produce 
“  fevers  ;  for  many  reafons  that  might  be 
“  adduced,  were  this  the  proper  occafion 
“  of  difcuffing  the  point. 

<c  In  this  epidemic  bleeding  gave  immc- 
u  diate  relief.  Emetic  tartar  abated  re- 
£i  markably  both  the  fever  'and  cough : 
thefe,  with  blifters  and  cooling  diluting 

<c  drinks, 
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44  drinks,  are  the  remedies  on  which  I 
44  principally  depend.  I  do  not  know  of 
44  any  cafe  that  ended  fatally  when  treated 

44  in  this  method  :  one  of  thofe  who  died 

* 

44  was  not  blooded.  I  will  tranfcribe  you  a 
44  cafe  to  illuflrate  the  difeafe,  in  a  concife 
44  method  that  I  keep  the  hiflory  of  almoft 
u  all  my  patients : 

44  Junii  17,  1769.  iEtatis  6,  Mifs  D — * 
44  Tuffis,  dies  viii.  nunc  brevis,  fre^ 
44  quens,  et  pituitam  movens.  Fe- 
44  bris,  dies  v.  nunc  cutis  calor  au£tus, 
44  madorque  ;  lingua  albida ;  P.  1325 
44  capitis  dolor ;  urinse  fedimentum 
46  album,  copiofum. 

4t  V.  S.  §  v.  Hirudo  tempori.  Tart. 
4t  emet.  gr.  *,  2dls  horis  ad  furfum 
44  vel  deorfum  purgandum,  quotidie. 
44  Vefic.  dorfo. 

44  jun.  25.  Apyrexia.  Tuffis  tantum 
44  matutina. 

44  Hauftus  Peruvianus  ter  quotidie. 

(f  Jul.  1.  Ad  fanitatem  perducitur. 

.  ;  '  1  '  *  *  * 

1 

<c  In  this  cafe  emetic  tartar,  in  others 
u  bleeding,  gave  molt  relief.  It  may  not 

4  44  be 


/ 
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**  be  improper  to  mention,  that  while  this 
epidemic  prevailed,  I  met  with  a  cafe 
of  the  croup ,  diftinguifhed  by  a  pecu- 
€C  liar  hoarfe  wheezing  refpiration  :  this 
u  patient,  who  was  a  boy  about  five 
<c  years  old,  fpat  up  from  his  wind-pipe 
“  four  white  tough  membranes,  *  about 
iC  four  inches  long,  and  half  an  inch 
<c  broad,  on  which  the  wheezing  ceafed. 

4 

In  this  cafe  both  the  tonfils  and  fau- 
u  ces  wrere  covered  with  a  white  mem- 
<c  brane.  It  feems  remarkable  that  this 
<c  difeafe,  which  is  frequent  in  Scot™ 
<c  land,  Sweden,  Germany,  America,  and 
41  the  Weft  -Indies,  places  fo  diftant  and  fo 
ic  different  in  climate,  fhould  never  have 
4 6  appeared  in  London,  as  I  was  lately  af* 
“  fured  by  a  phyfician  of  long  and  the 
mo  ft  general  practice  in  that  metropolis, 
u  In  Chefter,  and  North-Wales,  feveral 
“  cafes  have  occurred  to  my  obfervation 
“  within  a  few  years.’3 


Vol.  VI.  D  d  Dr ; 
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Dr.  R.  PULT  E  N  E  Y, 

T  . 

of  Blat\dford,  Dorfetfhire. 

,  «  Dec.  18,  1775, 

THIS  diforder  was  heard  of  earlier 
here  than  at  London. 

Some  were  fo  teized  with  the  cough,  as 
to  be  obliged  to  get  out  of  bed  and  fit  by 
the  fire  in  the  night-time  :  by  this  method 
they  gained  a  truce,  and  thought  them- 
felves  much  relieved,,  Nothing  relieved  the 
patients  fo  much  as  bleeding.  I  have  not 
remarked,  for  feveral  years  paft,  die  fame 
general  neceffity  for  bleeding,  or  the  fame 
good  effe&s  from  it.  In  feveral  inftaiices 
I  repeated  it  to  the  third  time,  and  did 
not  think  I  ever  had  reafon  to  repent  of 
it. 

It  feems  to  me  that  it  was  by  no  means 
fo  univerfally  felt  with  us  as  in  Town ; 
and  I  do  not  know  of  one  perfon  that  died 
of  it* 

•  I  heard 

)  *  .  v 
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I  heard  much  of  horfes  and  dogs  hav¬ 
ing  been  affeded,  before  we  heard  of  it 
among  the  human  race. 


Dr.  WILLIAM  THOMSON, 

/ 

of  Worcefter. 

/  -  . 

Dec,  20,  1775, 

THIS  diftemper  became  general  here 
about  the  middle  of  November,  and  fpread 
gradually  in  the  country  around. 

In  fome  the  head  was  affeded  to  a  de¬ 
gree  of  ftupor  and  delirium,  which  were 
relieved  as  foon  as  the  cheft  was  affeded. 

A  diarrhoea  frequently  happened,  and 
always  moderated  the  other  fymptoms. 

In  mo  ft  cafes  where  the  fymptoms  were 
violent,  bleeding  was  neceffary,  even  to  the 
third  time  :  nor  did  I  obferve  any  incon¬ 
venience  from  it. 

The  fatal  confequences  of  the  diforder 
to  old  afthmatic  people  were  frequent 
hereabouts. 


V 


D  d  3 


People 
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« 

People  in  general  recovered  flowly,  and, 
for  a  good  while,  fuffered  great  weaknefs 
and  dejedion. 


G.  SKENE,  of  Aberdeen. 

IT  began  here  near  the  end  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  and  continued  for  four  or  five  weeks : 
the  fecond  and  third  week  it  was  very  ge¬ 
neral.  It  went  regularly  northward,  but 
was  not  univerfal  to  the  north  of  this  city. 
It  did  not  vifit  Fraferburgh,  though  there 
was  a  putrid  fever  there  very  fatal  at  that 
time. 

The  difeafe  never  aflumed  the  type  of 
an  intermittent  here ;  but  it  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  intermittent  fever  is  not 
known  in  Aberdeen.  We  never  fee  a  re¬ 
gular  intermittent,  except  the  patients  bring 
it  from  other  climates  immediately,  or  have 
been  great  fufferers  by  it  formerly  in  other 
countries ;  and  our  fevers  very  rarely  af- 
fume  that  form  in  their  decline. 


\ 
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Dr.  D.  CAMPBELL, 

of  Lancafter. 

Feb.  18,  1776. 

WHEN  the  diforder  became  fo  univer- 
fal  here,  I  think  its  nature,  as  a  contagious 
complaint,  might  (befides  its  running  fo 
generally  through  whole  families)  be 
fairly  proved  by  its  progrefs  from  Lon¬ 
don  to  the  North.  Every  account  {hewed 
the  prevalence  of  this  epidemic  in  London , 
for  near  three  weeks  before  it  extended  to 
Lancajler .  Even  when  aimed  every  perfon 
at  Liverpool  was  attacked  by  it,  I  fcareely 
remember  to  have  heard,  upon  the  mod 
diligent  enquiry,  that  a  greater  number 
of  perlons  was  affedted  with  catarrhous 
fymptoms  than  ufual.  But  I  think  in 
about  three  days  after  we  had  been  in¬ 
formed  of  the  frequency  of  the  complaint 
at  Liverpool,  there  was  fcareely  a  family 
in  this  town  but  had  one  or  more  perfons 

D  d  3  feized. 
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feized.  About  this  time,  I  remember  to 
have  feen  a  gentleman  from  Kirkby  Lonf- 
dale,  which  lies  about  fourteen  miles  hence 

in  a  north-eaft  diredion,  who  informed  me, 

» 

not  a  perfon  he  then  knew  of  was,  at  that 
time,  affeded  there;  but  the  next  week 
he  informed  me,  it  was  then  equally  uni- 
verfal  as  with  us.  At  the  fame  time  he 
told  me,  that  Kirkby  Steven  (which  lies 
about  the  fame  diftance  from  Kirkby  Lonf- 
dale  in  a  fimilar  diredion)  had  yet  efcaped. 
In  a  few  days,  however,  I  underftood  the 
complaint  was  equally  general  there. 

Thefe  complaints,  which  in  a  manner 
difappeared  on  the  fetting  in  of  the  froft 
in  the  beginning  of  January,  have,  fince 
the  thaw,  which  took  place  the  ill  of 
February  again,  become  rife,  though  not 
with  the  fame  frequency  and  violence  as  in 
December. 


v  AS 
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AS  the  defign  of  this  publication 
will  not  permit  us  to  add  to  the  foregoing  any 
more  hiflories  of  the  Influenza ,  fo  it  is  hoped 
the  Reader  voill  think  thefe  already  fuff - 
cient  for  a  full  and  clear  illuflration  of  this 
difeafe.  At  the  fame  time  it  may  be  pro¬ 
per  to  mention ,  that  obfervations  on  the 
fame  fubjeri  vuere  alfo  communicated  to 
Dr.  Fothergill  by  Dr.  Walker  (late  of 
Hull,  novo)  of  Leeds;  Dr.  Thomas  Per- 
cival,  of  Manchefter  ;  Dr.  J.  Coakley  Lett- 
fom,  London  ;  and  fome  others  of  the  Fa¬ 
culty.  *  • 


t 


"t 
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XXXI.  An  Account  of  a  fatal  Difeafe  of 
the  Stomach ,  by  Michael  Morris,  M.  D . 
j F.  i?.  S.  Relation  of  the  Ap¬ 
pearances  on  opening  the  Body ;  Mr. 

Henry  Watfon,  jF.  S,  and  Surgeon  to 
the  Wefiminfter  Hofpital. 

\  '  v. 

Crown  Street,  Nov.  18,  1782. 

1  '  '  /  ;  i,  '  ’  *  >>- 

JAMES  MEEK,  aged  above  fifty  years, 
taller  than  the  middling  fize,  and  of 
a  fwarthy  bilious  complexion,  was  admit¬ 
ted  into  the  Wefiminfter  Hofpital  on  Sep¬ 
tember  9,  1782. 

He  was  confiderably  emaciated,  having 
been  for  feveral  years  fubjedt  to  pains  in 
the  ftomach,  attended  with  vomiting,  and 
frequently  with  a  difcharge  of  a  blackifh 
.liquid.  During  the  laft  four  months  the 
efforts  to  vomit  were  fo  frequent,  that  he 
could  retain  neither  food  nor  medicine 
above  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  He  often 
complained  of  two  lumps  that  feemed  to 
prefs  upon  the  lower  part  of  the  flomach, 

>  though 
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though  nothing  of  the  kind  could  be  per¬ 
ceived  on  examining  the  abdomen. 

He  was  ordered  to  take  fmali  quantities 
of  chicken  water  frequently  :  when  he  had 
taken  and  rejected  about  two  quarts  the 
vomiting  ceafed,  and  he  foon  after  re¬ 
tained  a  pint  of  broth  the  whole  evening. 
At  night  he  took  an  anodyne  pill,  and 
flept  tolerably  well.  The  following  day* 
finding  himfelf  fo  much  better,  he  tried  a 
little  folid  food,  but  in  lefs  than  an  hour 
it  was  rejected,  and  the  efforts  to  vomit 
returned  with  as  much  violence  as  ever, 
attended  with  a  difcharge  of  the  blackifh 
acrid  liquor,  with  which  his  ftools  were 
likewife  coloured.  T  he  patient  complained 
often  of  a  burning  pain  in  the  ftomach, 
particularly  when  he  threw  up  the  blackifli 
liquor.  His  bowels  were  kept  open  by 
clyfters,  and  he  took  oleum  ricini  every 
day,  which  was  the  only  medicine  that 
feemed  to  pafs  through  the  ftomach.  He 
was  confined  to  his  bed  during  the  laft 
fortnight,  and,  growing  daily  weaker,  died 
pn  the  5th  of  October.  I  requefted  Mr. 
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Henry  Watfon  to  examine  the  ftate  of  the 
vifcera ;  and  he  fent  me  the  following  ac-* 
curate  account  : 

Dear  Sir, 

€t  To  comply  with  your  requeft,  I  now 
u  fend  the  few  obfervations  I  made  on 
u  opening  the  body  of  James  Meek,  your 
<c  late  patient  in  the  Weftminfter  Hofpital, 
cc  who,  naufeating  every  kind  of  food, 
<c  threw  up  whatever  he  ate  or  drank. 
u  Whether  he  had  in  his  life-time  any 
<c  fingular  or  uncommon  fymptom  befides 
“  his  frequent  vomiting,  you  muft  know 
u  beft  who  attended  him. 

“  The  caufe  of  his  diffolution  proved  to 
“  be,  what  I  could  not  have  fuggefted,  hav- 
<c  ing  never  met  with  the  leaft  fimilar  ap~ 
u  pearance  in  any  fubjeft.  I  fhall  defcribe 
“  it  hereafter,  but  I  muft  firft  inform  you 
“  that 

“  The  abdominal  vifcera,  in  general, 

were  in  a  pretty  found  ftate  : 

“  The  inteftines,  which  were  thin,  pale, 
u  and  diftended  with  air,  contained,  as 

i  c‘  might 
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might  be  expected,  but  a  fmall  quantity 
*c  of  liquid  fasces  : 

“  The  kidnies,  fpleen,  and  liver  were 
u  in  a  healthy  condition ;  the  pancreas 
u  found  ;  the  gall-bladder  almoft  empty ; 
a  its  internal  furface  ftrongly  corrugated, 
u  and  its  coats  thickened,  with  its  cyftic 
“  dudi  much  more  fo  : 

*  s  ,  . 

*c  The  ftomach,  which  was  a  large  one, 

v  1 

*c  appeared  empty,  and  to  have  been  much 
u  diftended  by  air ;  for  its  body,  great  ex- 
“  tremity,  and  upper  orifice  were  rendered 
€C  very  fmooth  and  thin,  perhaps  from 
€C  preflure,  while  the  lower  extremity,  and 
<c  pylorus,  were  thickened  and  hardened 
u  by  difeafe  : 

“  The  pylorus  had  very  much  the  re~ 
<c  femblance  of  an  os  tineas,  being  a  full 
u  inch  thick,  proje&ing  within  the  duo- 
u  denum  as  that  does  within  the  vagina, 
u  Having  cut  it  through,  this  thicknefs 
“  was  evidently  enough  going  on  towards 
u  the  body  of  the  ftomach,  but  flopped  a 
a  little  beyond  the  fmall  extremity  : 

V-'  .  ”  ..  ‘  k  /  ■  • 

“  This 


l 
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44  This  fmall  extremity  was  not  only 
«4  thickened,  but  almoft  totally  obftruftcd ; 
44  hence  the  ftomach  refufed  folids,  no  part 
44  of  which  could  ever  be  urged  beyond 
44  the  pylorus;  and  the  digeftive  powers 
44  being  at  length  totally  deftroyed,  even 
44  fluids  could  not  be  long  retained  : 

44  An  ulcerated,  a  thickened,  or  an  in- 
44  durated  pylorus  is  by  no  means  a  fingu- 
,44  lar  or  uncommon  difeafe  ;  for  each  has 
44  been  often  defcribed ;  but  the  paflage 
44  from  the  ftomach  into  the  duodenum,  al- 
44  mo  ft  totally  obftrucled  by  a  number  of 
w  tubercles,  is  a  difeafe  not  as  yet  illuf- 
44  trated  by  any  ingenious  Member  of  your 
44  Society ;  who,  had  he  ever  met  with  fo 
4C  Angular  a  cafe,  would,  no  doubt,  before 
“  now,  have  defcribed  it  for  public  inform- 
41  ation ;  I  fhall  therefore  particularly  na- 
“  tice  this  appearance  : 

44  Within  the  pylorus  and  that  part  of 
4C  the  ftomach  which  adjoins  it,  called  its 
44  fmall  extremity,  I  found  a  clufter  of 
44  tubercles,  lying  fo  clofe  upon  each  other, 
44  like  pebbles  in  a  water-pipe,  that  no- 

4<  thing 
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tc  thing  but  what  gently  glided  between 

“  them  could  have  had  any  chance  of  paf- 

<c  fing ;  every  tubercle  had  a  covering 

cc  from  the  villous  coat,  only  here  it  ap- 

“  peared  more  loofe,  fpongy,  and  a  little 

u  loaded  with  blood,  but  without  the  lead 

« 

u  veftige  of  ulceration  : 

“  In  the  furrows  between  the  tubercles 
“  a  glazy  mucus,  tinged  with  bile,  was 
“  interpofed,  which  at  laft,  filling  up  every 
u  chink,  rendered  the  obftru£tion  ftill  more 
u  complete  : 

“  Some  of  thefe  tubercles  wore  exactly 
u  the  appearance  of  a  final!  marnilla  or 
nipple,  having  a  broad  bafis  riling  to  a 
“  cone,  were  about  the  lize  of  a  large  pea, 
u  and  felt  firm  under  the  finger.  The 
<c  thickefl:  and  fmalleft  lay  juft  within  the 
“  pylorus,  fo  as  to  furround  that  valvular 
u  orifice.  They  grew  broader,  flatter,  and 
<c  more  difgregate,  as  they  fpread  towards 
u  the  body  of  the  ftomach.  Though  they 
<c  extended  throughout  the  final]  extre- 
<c  mity,  there  was  not  a  Angle  one  to  be 
<c  obferved  in  the  great  extremity. 

4 
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'  1  ' 

u  Are  then  thefe  tubercles  enlargements 
u  of  the  mucous  follicles  ?  They  poffefs 
u  the  very  place  of  thofe  follicles,  though 
“  now  jndeed  within  a  bed  of  cellular 
ic  membrane,  that,  by  inflammation,  had 
“  been  much  condenfed  and  thickened.  I 
“  fhould  not  therefore  fcruple  to  call  this 
“  a  glandular  difeafe.  Is  it  fcrophulous  ? 
“  I  fhould  not  call  it  fo,  that  difeafe  being 
“  an  indifpofition  of  the  lymphatic,  not 
“  of  the  mucous  glands,  though  thefe 
“  may  often  fuffer  from  their  bad  neigh- 
cc  hours. 

w  Now  the  di  order  before  us,  when  at 
<c  its  height,  muft  always  prove  fatal,  be- 
“  caufe  it  deftroys  by  inanition. 

“  When  your  patient  was  firft  brought 
“  to  the  Hofpital,  in  that  ftage  of  the  dif- 
u  eafe  perhaps  a  Angle  grain  of  mercury 
“  might  have  been  improper :  But  would 
“  not  mercurials,  with  a  milk  diet,  at  an 
<c  early  period,  have  afforded  fome  chance 
u  of  relief  ? 

“  I  muft  not  part  from  you  without  ob- 
u  ferving  the  very  unfortunate  fituation  of 
\  >  “  thefe 
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w  thefe  tubercles :  had  they  been  formed 
any  where  within  the  body  of  the  fto- 
c<  mach,  and  not  juft  at  the  outlet  for  the  in- 
“  gefta,  probably  your  patient  might  have 

u  continued  in  this  world  much  longer, 

,  •  \ 

u  I  remain, 

“  Dear  Sir, 

t 

<c  Yours  fincerely, 

Rathbone  Place, 

July  12,  1783. 

“  H.  WATSON.” 

*  . 
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General  EXPLANATION  of  the 
a?inexed  PLATE. 


WHAT  was  observed  in  opening  the 
body  of  Matter  Shaw  ,  (aged  ele¬ 
ven  years)  May  1 8,  1761,  by  Meffrs  La¬ 
tham  and  Dr.  Hunter,  intended  for  thofe 
who  are  little  converfant  in  anatomy. 

The  lungs  of  the  right  fide  adhered 
ftrongly  and  univerfally  to  the  furround*- 
ing  parts.  The  heart  was  lefs  pointed, 
or  of  a  more  globular  form*  than  ufual, 
and  more  flefhy  in  its  fubttance,  being 
as  firm  to  the  touch  upon  the  right  fide 
as  upon  the  left. 

When  cut  through,  the  right  ventri¬ 
cle,  or  cavity  of  the  heart,  appeared  to 
have  fully  as  thick  fides  as  the  left,  and 
in  both  fides  the  cavity  was  ttnall  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  thicknefs  of  the  fieili. 

The  paflage  from  the  right  ventricle 
into  the  pulmonary  artery,  which  fhou'ld 
Vo^.  VI.  E  e'  have 


/ 
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have  admitted  a  finger,  was  not  fo  wldf 
as  a  goofe  quill ;  and  there  was  a  hole 
(formed  no  doubt  in  the  firft  organiza¬ 
tion)  in  the  partition  of  the  two  ventri¬ 
cles,  large  enough  to  pafs  the  thumb  from 
one  to  the  other. 

The  pulmonary  artery  was  as  thin 
in  its  fubftance  as  any  common  vein  : 
though  it  was  very  fmall  at  its  begin-  <. 
ging,  yet,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the 
heart,  it  became  gradually  almoft  as  large 
as  common. 

From  thefe  appearances  it  was  plain  that, 
in  the  living  body, 

1 .  A  very  fmall  quantity  only  of  blood 
(inftead  of  the  whole)  pafied  through  the 
lungs  to  receive  the  benefit  of  refpira* 
tion,  and  that  with  a,  fmall  force  too. 

2.  The  greateft  part  of  the  blood  in  the 
right  ventricle  (all  of  which  fhould  go  into 
the  pulmonary  artery)  was  driven  with  that 
of  the  left  ventricle  into  the  aorta,  or 
great  artery,  and  fo  loft  all  the  advan¬ 
tage  which  it  ought  to  have  had  from 
breathing. 


Thefe 
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Thefe  circumftances  account  fufficiently 
for  the  fymptoms  of  an  imperfedt  and 
difturbed  circulation,  and  of  a  weak  and 
oppreffed  breathing  in  the  living  fub~ 
jefl:. 


•s  i* 

*  v 

Fig.  i.  A  view  of  a  portion  of  the  ftomach,. 
with  part  of  the  Inteftinum  Duodenum* 
flit  open  and  inverted. 

A.  Duodenum  in  its  natural  ftate. 

B  B.  The  Pylorus,  or  lower  orifice  of  the- 
ftomach,  greatly  thickened,  and  projedt- 
ing  confiderably  within  the  Duodenum. 

C.  From  B  to  C,  the  final!  extremity  of 
the  ftomach  thickened  and  indurated  all 
the  way  to  its  termination  in  the  body 
of  the  ftomach. 

D  D.  About  one- third*  of  the  body  or 
large  expanded  portion  of  the  ftomach, 
turned  back  for-  its  more  convenient 
fufpenfion  in  the  bottle. 

*  E  e  %  E  E0. 


* 
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EE.  A  duller  of  tubercles  pretty  com¬ 
pletely  filling  up  the  Pylorus  and  lower 
paffage  from  the  ftomach  into  the  Duo¬ 
denum. 

•  %  \ 

[83s  The  Tubercles  are  by  no  means  well 
exprefled  in  the  Plate,  The  fhades  are 
every  where  too  hard.  The  Duodenum 
is  painted  too  broad,  too  dark  and  rigid.] 
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Head-ach,  — ■  —  108,  128 

Baker,  Sir  George,  his  Obfervations  on  the 
Influenza  in  177 5,  at  London,  —  352 

Bark,  Obfervations  on  the  Ufe  of,  in  the 
Gout,  —  —  —  21 1 

Baftard  Children,  the  Signs  of  their  being 
murdered  uncertain,  —  266 

— < - —  - —  on  their  death,  Circum- 

ftances  and  Motives  are  to  be  attended  to,, 

268 

— ■ — —  - - — —  the  Father  generally  the 

greateft  Criminal,  —  —  269 

—  - the  Death  of,  often  acciden- 

tal,  —  —  —  .  273 

- - - Cafes  of  their  accidental 

Death,  —  — ?  —  274, 

—  . -  ■  — — - the  Mothers  not  always  con¬ 

fident  in  their  Conduft  on  the  Emergency 
of  the  Birth,  —  —  278 

»— ■  — • - natural  Appearances  may  be 

miftaken  for  Marks  of  a  violent  Death,  282 

Baftard 


INDEX. 

Baftard  Children,  the  fwimming  of  the  Lungs 
in  Water*  no  certain  Proof  of  Refpiration, 

■  Page  284 

- - a  Child  having  actually 

breathed,  no  Proof  that  it  was  afterward 
murdered,  —  —  —  287 

Bathing,  cold,  its  Ufe  in  Cafes  of  a  Locked 
Jaw,.  .  —  —  —  143 

Belladona,  the  ripe  Berries  of,  dangerous  to  be 
eaten,  —  —  —  222 

Bile,  apt  to  produce  the  fick  Head-ach,  109 
— —  the  Quality  of,  depends  on  that  of  the 
Food,  —  —  —  no 

* -  great  Quantities  of,  thrown  out  of  a 

gouty  Stomach  by  Emetics,  —  204 

Bladder,  Account  of  an  encyfted  watery  Tu¬ 
mour  adhering  to  the  pofterior  Part  of,  that 
brought  on  a  fatal  Suppreffion  of  Urine, 

91 

- - Appearances  upon  Diffedtion,  94 

Remarks  on  the  Symptoms  and  Na¬ 
ture  of  this  Diforder,  —  —  96 

— - a  Pundture  through  the  Return  ad- 

vifeable  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  —  101 

Bleeding,  Enquiry  into  the  Propriety  of  this 
Operation  in  Apoplexies,  —  80 

. - might  prevent  an  Apoplexy  if  fore- 

feen,  when  it  cannot  recover  from  one,  86 

* — - improper  in  Fits  of  Giddinefs,  121 

Blows  on  the  Plead  j  fee  Head, 

Brain,  Hi  (lory  of  an  extraordinary  Affediion 
of,  —  —  —  180 

— —  Appearances  on  Diffediion,  —  182 

E  e  4  Bread, 


4 


4 
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Bread,  an  Article  of  Food  not  eafy  of  Di- 
geftion,  —  —  Page  126 

—  ought  to  be  fparingly  ufed  by  Valetudi¬ 
narians,  —  —  127 

Breakfaft,  general  Obfervations  and  Rules  as 
to  the  ufual  Articles  for  this  Meal,  119 
Brumwell,  Mr.  his  Account  of  the  danger¬ 
ous  Effedts  of  eating  ripe  Berries  of  the 
Belladona,  —  —  222 

Butter,  its  Qualities  as  an  Article  of  Food 
inquired  into,  —  —  120 

. - not  friendly  to  the  Stomach,  after  hav¬ 

ing  been  expofed  to  the  Heac  of  an  Oven, 


•Campbell,  Dr.  his  Obfervations  on  the  In¬ 
fluenza  in  17 75,  at  Lancafter,  —  405 

Camphor,  Experiment  of  its  EfFedts  on  Ani- 
'  mals,  —  —  229 

Catara&s,  practical  Remarks  on,  —  250 

- - Symptoms  of  the  firft  Appearance 

of  this  Diforder,  —  —  251 

- — - favourable  and  unfavourable  Symp¬ 
toms  of,  '  —  —  ibid. 

- - - Enquiry  whether  Deprefllon  or  Ex¬ 
traction  be  the  moft  advifeable  Mode  of 
Cure,  —  —  252 

- - Inftrudtions  for  the  Operation  of 

Couching,  —  —  254 

- - Cafes  defcribed,  — •'  258 

Catarrh,  epidemical ;  fee  Influenza. 

Catheter,  flexible,  an  Incontinence  of  Urine 
cured  by  the  Ufe  of,  —  169 

1  Cheston, 


/ 

INDEX. 

Cheston,  Mr.  his  Hiftory  of  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  Cafe  of  Mr.  Holder,  —  Page  31 
Chocolate,  general  Rules  for  the  Ufe  of,  122 
Coffee,  not  naturally  unwholefome,  ibid . 

- - the  proper  Time  for  drinking  it  after 

Dinner,  —  —  .  133 

Cold,  epidemical ;  fee  Influenza. 

Couching,  Inftrudtions  for  that  Operation, 

254 

Cough,  a  fingular  Kind  of,  cured  by  Eau  de 
‘  'Luce,  —  •  —  163 

Cullum,  Mr.  his  Account  of  an  encyffed 
watery  Tumour  adhering  to  the  pofterior 
Part  of  the  Bladder,  which  brought  on  a  fa¬ 
tal  Suppreffion  of  Urine,  —  91 

Cuming,  Dr.  his  Obfervations  on  the  Influ¬ 
enza  in  1775,  at  Dorchefter,  —  357 

D 

Death,  apparent,  produced  by  a  large  Dofe  of 
Opium,  Cafe  of  a  Recovery  from,  —  33 1 
Deglutition,  Cafe  of  a  fpafmodic  Inability  of, 
cured  by  mercurial  Undtion,  —  138 

Diarrhoeas,  Obfervations  on  the  Cure  of,  by 
frnall  Dofes  of  Ipecacuanha,  —  186 

Diet,  often  of  more  Efficacy  in  Diforders, 
than  the  whole  Materia  Medica^  75,  114 
. —  general  Obfervations  on,  and  Rules  for, 

ll$ 

- - the  Quantity  of,  a  mod  important  Arti¬ 
cle  of  Attention,  — •  '  1 16,  126 

-m  I  ■  -  -  •’  Diet, 


INDEX. 

Diet,  Opinion  of  the  famous  Dr.  Mandeville  as 
to  the  wholefomenefs  of  particular  Articles 
of,  '  —  —  Page  1 19 

Digeftion,  the  Operation  of,  after  Dinner, 
fhould  not  be  interrupted  by  the  Addition 
of  Coffee  and  Tea,  —  —  132 

Dinner,  the  Exceffes  of  this  Meal,  of  danger¬ 
ous  Confequence,  —  —  124 

Dobson,  Dr.  his  Account  of  the  fuccefsful 
Treatment  of  a  fuppofed  Hydrocephalus  Inter¬ 
ms ,  — -  —  —  4$ 

* - —  his  Account  of  the  Benefit  re¬ 

ceived  from  a  refufcitated  Salivation  in  the 
Cure  of  certain  anomalous  Symptoms,  174 
Douglas,  Dr.  his  Account  of  a  fingular 
Cough,  —  —  163  ■ 

Drinking,  general  Rules  for,  —  130 

Dropfy,  Cafes  wherein  it  was  fuccefsfully  treat¬ 
ed  by  fmall  Doles  of  Opium,  —  19 

Drummond,  Mr.  his  Account  of  the  Succefs 
of  cold  Bathing  in  the  Cafe  of  a  Locked 
Jaw,  —  — 1 

E  ;  , 

Eating  deftroys  more  than  drinking,  124 
Eau  de  Luce ,  fuccefsful  Application  of,  in  a 
fingular  Kind  of  Cough,  —  163 

Emetics,  their  experienced  good  Effe&s  in 
gouty  Affections  of  the  Stomach,  204 

- -  fuccefsful  Application  of,  in  reco-* 

vering  a  Perfon  from  apparent  Death  occa* 
fioned  by  a  large  Dofe  of  Opium,  —  33! 

Epidemical 


INDEX. 


Epidemical  Catarrh  ;  fee  Inf.uenza. 

Epilepfy,  Remarks  on  the  Cure  of,  by  Dr. 
Fothergill,  —  —  Page  68 

- nervous  Medicines  not  to  be  relied 

on  for  it,  —  —  —  69 

• - nor  Tin,  —  —  70 

— — 1 —  general  Obfervations  on  the  Diforder, 

72 

’ — . —  Danger  of  having  Recourfe  to  An- 
thelminthics,  —  —  73 

- - general  Hints  of  Advice  for  Epilep¬ 
tic  Patients,  —  —  74 

- - -  Remarks  on  Specifics  for,  77 

—  .  -  ■  ■  Patients,  fhould  never  be  taught  to 

have  periodical  Apprehenfions,  ™  79 

Extravafation  of  Blood  into  the  Pericardium, 
Cafe  of,  —  - —  1 

-  - - Appearances  on  Difledtion,  5 

F 

Feather  of  a  Pen,  extradled  from  the  Oefo- 
phagus  of  a  Man  who  had  let  it  flip  down 
his  Throat,  —  —  1231 

Fermented  Liquors,  difapproved  of,  130 

Fever,  intermitting,  a  Diforder  not  known  in 
Aberdeen,  —  —  —  404 

Fluxes,  Obfervations  on  the  Cure  of,  by  fmall 
Dofes  of  Ipecacuanha,  —  186 

- - -  Method  of  adrniniftering  this  Medi¬ 
cine,  —  —  —  188 

— - — .  proper,  attending  Regimen,  —  190 

Food,  the  Qualities  of,  not  fo  important  as 
.  the  Quantity,  —  —  125 

2  Fothergill, 
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Eothergill,  Dr.  his  Account  of  his  owri 
Practice  in  the  Cure  of  theEpilepfy,  Page  68 

- - his  Enquiry  into  the  Propriety 

of  bleeding  in  Apoplexies,  —  80 

— - — - his  Remarks  on  the  Diforder 

called  the  Sick  Head-ach,  —  103 

— - — — - - dietetic  Obferv&tions  and  Rules 

given  by,  —  •—  1 14 

- - - complains  of  a  Pamphlet 

wrongfully  imputed  to  him,  —  ,  135 

•  - - -  his  Obfervations  on  the  Cure 

of  Fluxes  by  fmall  Dofes  of  Ipecacuanha, 

186 

•  - - ; -  his  Sketch  of  the  Influenza  in 

1775,  at  London,  —  —  346 

Fruit,  general  Caution  for  the  eating  of,  129 

G 

Giddinefs,  fudden,  bleeding  nbt  a  proper  Ope¬ 
ration  for,  —  ,  —  —  121 

Ginger,  an  Infufion  of,  in  boiling  Water, 
ufed  as  a  Subftitute  for  Bath  Water  inf  a 
gouty  Affection  of  the  Stomach,  — ■  199 

Glass,  Dr.  his  Obfervations  on  the  Influenza 
in  1775,  at  Exeter,  —  —  364 

Gout,  Obfervations  on,  '  —  198 

« ■  — ■»  Exercife  ought  to  be  ufed,  as  foon  as 
the  inflammatory  State  6f  the  Fit.  is  paft, 

200 

*  - gouty  Limbs  kept  cool  in  the  Weft  In¬ 

dies,  —  —  201 

. ■  checked  by  the  Ufe  of  Leeches,  202 

*  - good  Effects  of  Emetics  in,-  20*4 

Gout* 
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Gout,  fuccefsful  Experiments  of  keeping  gouty 
Limbs  cool,  —  —  Page  207 

- -  general  Conclufions  as  to  the  proper 

Treatment  of  this  Diforder,  —  218 

<  .  \  '  « 

'  H 

Hall,  Mr.  his  Account  of  an  Aneurifm  in 
the  Aorta,  which  burft  into  the  Trachea, 

h 1 .  -  ■  M- j;  ;  ",  2 3 

- - Rev.  Mr.  fome  Account  of  his  blind 

Children,  —  —  —  263 

Hamilton,  Dr.  cures  a  Supprefiion  of  Urine, 
'  by  aPun&ure  made  in  the  Bladder,  through 
the  Anus,  —  —  101 

Haygarth,  Dr.  his  Account  of  the  apparent 
Effects  of  Mercury  in  Cafes  fuppofed  to  be 
Hydrocephalous,  —  —  58 

- his  Obfervations  on  the  Influ¬ 
enza  in  1775,  at  Che  her,  —  389 

Head,  Blows  on,  however  flight  the  Injury 
done  may  appear,  deferve  ferious  Attention, 

'185 

* - Account  of  a  flatulent  Tumour  on,  open¬ 
ed  and  cured,  —  —  192 

Head-ach,  lick,  Remarks  on  that  Diforder, 

10  3 

- - - general  Symptoms  of,  —  104 

-r - Manner  and  Time  of  its  Attack, 

ic6 

»■  ■■  proceeds  from  Errors  in  Diet,  107 

- - - Methods  of  Cure,  —  no 

Heart,  a  total  Ceflfation  of  its  A6lion  remark¬ 
ed,  on  an  Extravafation  of  Blood  into  the 

Pericardium,  —  ~  —  <1 

*  • 

Heart* 
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Heart,  Appearances  on  DifleXion,  Page  5 

-t - Cafes  of  a  Mal-conformation  in, 

29 1 

— -  References  to  engraved  Figures, 

296 

. . .  Reflexions  on  thefe  Cafes,  304 

Heart-burn,  the  ufual  Caufes  of,  —  123 

Heberden,  Dr.  his  Obfervations  on  the  In¬ 
fluenza  in  1775,  at  London,  —  349 

Hey,  Mr.  his  Relation  of  feveral  obftinate 
Diforders  of  the  Stomach  cured  by  taking 
Milk  in  fmall  Quantities,  —  319 

Ho  ffman,  Mr.  his  Method  of  recovering 
Perfons  who  have  eaten  the  Berries  of  the 
deadly  Nightfhade,  —  1  226 

- - Experiment  made  by  him  with  a 

Decoction  of  the  Root,  —  227 

- - his  Experiment  of  the  EffeXs  of 

Camphor  on  Animals,  —  229 

Holder,  Mr.  Surgeon  at  Gloucefter,  Hiflory 
of  his  uncommon  Diforder  in  the  Heart, 
and  Death,  '  —  —  31 

- - - Appearances  upon  DifleXion,  '43 

Hunter,  Dr.  his  Account  of  the  fuccefsful 
Treatment  of  a  fuppofed  Hydrocephalus  ln~ 
ternuSy  ~  —  5  2 

- - - —  his  Obfervations  on  the  Uncer¬ 
tainty  of  the  Signs  of  Murder  in  the  Cafe  of 
Baflard  Children,  2 66 

— ■ - his  Relation  of  three  Cafes  of  a 

Mal-conformation  in  the  Elearr,  —  291 

his  Account  of  the  Cure  of  a 


fevere  Diforder  in  the  Stomach  by  Milk 
taken  in  fmall  Quantities,  —  310 

Hydrocephalus 


INDEX. 


Hydrocephalus  Int emus ,  fuccefsful  Treatment 
of  that  fuppofed  Diforder,  Page  48,  52,  58 


Jaw,  Locked,  Efficacy  of  cold  Bathing  in, 

'  .  '  ,  .  143 

Influenza  in  1775,  feveral  Defcriptions  of,  and 
Methods  of  Treatment,  in  various  Parts  of 
England,  —  — - 


-  at  London,  —  — ~ 

-  at  Doncafter,  — .  — 

-  at  Exeter,  — -  — 

-  at  Birmingham,  — 

-  at  York,  — 

-  at  C  heller,  ™ 

-  at  Blandford,  — 

-atWorcefter,  — 

-  at  Aberdeen,  — 

-  at  Lancaller,  — 


340 
ibid . 

357 
36+ 
377 
383 
~389 
402 

403 

404 

405 

~ — - Derivation  of  this  Name  for  the 

Piforder,  —  —  374 

— - chronological  Account  of  its  feveral 

Appearances,  —  —  ibid. 

Ipecacuanha,  fmall  Dofes  of,  fuccefsfully  ad- 
miniflered  in  Fluxes,  —  186 

, — - Method  of  adminillering  it  in  fuch 

Cafes,  —  —  188 

- - Cautions  againfl:  large  Dofes  of  it, 

189 

- - its  Mode  of  Operation,  —  190 

Jffqes,  fuccefsful  in  an  Angina  P efforts y  13 


Kidney, 


X 


INDEX, 


*37 

242 


K  -  * 

Kidney,  difeafed.  Account  of,  — 

* - -  Appearances  upon' Difie&ion, 

- — - another  fimilar  Cafe,  Note, 

King,  Mr.  his  Account  of  the  Cafe  of  a  Pen- 
feather  extracted  from  the  Oefophagus  of  a 
Man  who  had  let  it  flip  down  his  Throat, 

231 


Leeches  applied  to  moderate  Fits  of  the  Gout, 

j  202 

Lloyd,  Mr.  his  Account  of  a  flatulent  Tu¬ 
mour  on  the  Head,  opened  and  cured, 

19 2 

Lucas,  Mr.  his  pradlical  Remarks  on  Cata¬ 
racts,  —  —  —  2JO 

1  '  t\  ■  t*.«. 


Macbride,  Dr.  his  Hiftory  of  an  Angina  Pec¬ 
toris,  —  —  —  9 

Mandeville,  Dr.  his  Opinion  of  the  whole- 
fomenefs  of  particular  Articles  of  Food, 

119 

Marriage,  perfonal  Qualifications  ought  to  be 
materially  attended  to  in,  —  309 

Mason,  Mr.  his  Account  of  the  Succefs  of 
fmall  Dofes  of  Opium  in  dropflcal  Cafes,  . 

19 

Meal,  a  full  one,  often  the  Caufe  of  fudden 
Death,  —  —  83,  134 

Mea^ 


INDEX, 


Meal,  a  full  one,  its  probable  EfFe&s  on 
the  human  Frame,  and  the  bed  immediate 
Means  of  Relief  '*  —  Page  84 

— -  general  Obfervations  reflecting  the  Re¬ 
gulation  of  our  Meals,  — -  1 18 

Meat,  adhering  to  one  Kind  of,  will  fome- 
times  cure  a  Flux,  —  —  190 

Mercurials,  fuccefsfully  adminidered  in  a  fup- 
pofed  Hydrocephalus  Interims ,  — •  48 

*  - another  Indance  confirming  their 

Ufe  in  this  Diforder,  —  52 

- - -  apparent  Erfeds  of,  in  other  Cafes, 

fuppofed  to  be  Hydrocephalous,  58 

- happy  Efledts  of  a  mercurial  Unc¬ 
tion  in  a  fpafmodic  Inability  of  Deglu¬ 
tition,  —  _  —  138 

Mill:,  a  fevcre  Diforder  of  the  Stomach  cured 
by  taking  it  in  fmall  Quantities,  310 

*  - the  Method  recommended  by  its  Succefs 

in  fimilar  Cafes,  —  319 

Mineral  Waters,  the  Ufe  of  mud  be  perfe- 
vered  in,  to  produce  any  good  Effed,  113 
Mitchell,  Mr.  his  Account  of  the  Cure  of 
an  Incontinence  of  Urine,  by  the  Ufe  of 
the  flexible  Catheter,  —  169 

Minorca,  Remarks  on  the  Climate  of  that 
Ifland,  —  .  —  —  212 

Monro,  Dr.  Alexander,  his  Account  of  the 
the  Cafe  of  a  difeafed  Kidney,  Note,  244 
Morris,  Dr.  his  Account  of  a  fatal  Difeafe 
of  the  Stomach,  *  —  —  408 

'Murder  of  Baflard  Children,  Uncertainty  of 
the  Signs  of,  —  '  —  266 

F  f  Nervous 

«  » 


Vo  1..  VI, 
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INDEX. 

‘  -  N 

Nervous  Medicines  not  to  be  depended  on  in 
the  Angina  Psbtoris^  —  v  Page  1 3 

—  - — - n0r  in  the  Epilepfy,  69 

Nightfhade,  deadly,  Inftances  of  the  Danger 

of  eating  the  Berries  of,  —  222 

— — — — - — -  Mr.  Hoffman’s  Method  of  reco¬ 
vering  Perfons  who  have  eaten  the  Berries 
of,  —  —  226 

* - - - —  botanical  Defcription  of  the  Plant, 

ibid . 

-  - - - Experiment  made  with  a  Decoc¬ 

tion  of  the  Root,  by  Mr.  Hoffman,  227 

° 

Opium,  fmall  Dofes  of,  fuccefsful  in  dropfi- 
cal  Cafes,  —  —  19 

- recommended  in  the  Epilepfy,  79 

- —  good  Effe&s  of,  in  the  Cafe  of  a  dan¬ 
gerous  Retention  of  Urine,  —  246 

- - Cafe  of  a  Recovery  from  apparent 

Death  occafioned  by  a  large  Dofe  of,  331 
- - its  Mode  of  extinguifhing  Life,  Note, 

'  335 

P 

S' 

Paffion,  fudden  Gulls  of,  frequent^  produce 
an  apoplexy,  - —  —  85 

Pearson,  Mr.  George,  his  Account  of  the 
Cafe  of  a  difeafed  Kidney,  —  236 

«■'  Pearson, 
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Pearson,  Mr.  John,  his  Account  of  the  good 
EfFedts  of  Opium,  in  a  dangerous  Retention 
of  Urine,  —  —  Page  246 

Pericardium,  Hiftory  of  an  Extravafation  of 
Blood  into,  —  —  1 

- - - Appearance,  on  Diflfedtion,  5 

Pies,  Meat,  often  produce  the  Diforder  called 
the  Sick  Head-ach,  —  108 

Pregnant  Women,  who  dare  not  avow  their 
Situation,  Objedts  of  the  greateft  Compaf- 
fion,  —  —  269 

Pringle,  Sir  John,  his  Obfervations  on  the 
Influenza  in  1775,  at  London,  —  348 

Pudding,  efpecially  when  baked,  an  im¬ 
proper  Supplement  to  a  plentiful  Dinner, 

1 28 

Pulfe,  why  an  infufficient  Guide  to  an  Opera¬ 
tor  during  an  Apopledtic  Fit,  —  83 

Pulteney,  Dr.  his  Obfervations  on  the  In¬ 
fluenza  in  1775,  at  Blandford  in  Dorfetfhire, 

402 

Punch,  to  what  Conflitutions  this  Liquor  is 
molt  luitable,  —  — -  —  13 1 

R 

Regimen  is  too  often  negledted,  except  un¬ 
der  an  immediate  Courfe  of  Phyfic,  19 1 
Reynolds,  Dr.  his  Obfervations  on  the  In¬ 
fluenza  in  1775,  at  London,  —  353 
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Salivation, 


INDEX. 


S 

Salivation,  refufcitated,  Benefit  of,  in  the  Cure 
of  certain  anomalous. Symptoms,  Page  174 
Sedatives,  the  proper  Clafs  of  Medicines  in 
Epiiepfies  produced  by  terrific  Emotions  of 
the  Mind,  —  —  79 

Seqhira,  Dr.  his  Account  of  a  fpafmodic 
Inability  of  Deglutition,  cured  by  mer¬ 
curial  Un&ion,  —  —  138 

Skene,  Mr.  his  Obfervations  on  the  Influ¬ 
enza  in  1775,  at  Aberdeen,  —  404 

Small,  Mr.  his  Obfervations  on  the  Gout, 

198 

« - —  his  general  Conclufions  as  to  the  pro¬ 
per  Treatment  of  that  Diforder,  —  218 

Spirituous  Liquors,  an  Attachment  to,  fhould 
be  carefully  guarded  againfl:  in  the  early 
Parc  of  Life,  —  —  13 1 

Stomach,  a  fevere  Diforder  of,  cured  by  Milk 
taken  in  fmall  Quantities,  —  310 

- - — —  other  Cafes  of  a  limilar  Nature, 

'  ,  3l9 

m — -  Account  of  a  fatal  Difeafe  of, 

408 

- - - ... _ Appearances  on  Diflection,  410 

Strength,  great  Exertions  of,  their  mechani¬ 
cal  Effedts  on  the  human  Frame,  —  7 

Sugar,  neceffary  Cautions  for  the  Ufe  of, 

I23 

Supper,  general  Obfervations  on  this  Meal, 

xi8,  133 
Swallowing, 
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Swallowing,  a  fpafmodic  Inability  of,  cured 
by  mercurial  Un&ion,  Page  132 

T 

Tartar,  emetic,  good  to  expel  Bile  from  the 
Stomach  in  the  Gout,  — ■  204 

-  - Cautions  as  to  the  Ufe  of  it  with 

this  Intention,  —  —  210 

Tea,  not  naturally  unwholefome,  —  122 

- its  Properties  as  a  cuftomary  Regale  af¬ 
ter  Dinner,  —  —  13 1 

—  ought  to  be  drank  foon,  as  a  fubftitute 

for  the  Bottle,  —  —  133 

Terror,  fudden  Influences  of,  productive  of 
Epilepfies,  —  —  79 

Tetanus,  Inftances  of  the  Efficacy  of  cold 
Bathing  in,  %  —  — -  143 

- Opiates  neceflary  to  complete  the 

Cure,  —  —  —  16 1 

Thomson,  Dr.  his  Obfervations  on  the  In¬ 
fluenza  in  1775,  at  Worcefter,  —  403 

Tin,  not  to  be  relied  on  for  curing  the  Epi- 

lepfy,  —  ~ .  .  .  7° 

— —  the  bed  Mode  of  adminifiering  it, 

ibid . 

— — -  large  Dofes  of,  a  certain  Remedy  for  the 

—  —  71 

Tumour,  a  flatulent  one  on  the  Head,  opened 
and  cured,  —  »■—  192 

- -  fee  Bladder . 


Vegetables, 
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Vegetables,  general  Rule  for  the  Ufe  of,  in 
Diet,  —  —  Page  128 

Urine,  a  fatal  Suppreffion  of,  brought  on  by 
an  encyfted  watery  Tumour  that  adhered 
to  the  pofterior  Part  of  the  Bladder,  91 
« — —  Appearances  upon  Diflfedion,  94 

- - Remarks  on  the  Symptoms  and  Nature 

of  this  Diforder,  —  —  96 

. -  a  Puncture  through  the  Reftum,  advis¬ 
able  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  —  101 

, - *  an  Incontinence  of,  cured  by  the  Ufe  of 

the  flexible  Catheter,  —  169 

. - good  Effedts  of  Opium  in  the  Cafe  of  a 

dangerous  Retention  of,  —  24$ 
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Water,  the  beft  Liquor  to  drink,  when  it 
agrees  with  the  Conftitution,  —  130 

Watson,  Mr.  his  Account  of  Appearances 
on  the  Difledion  of  a  Patient  who  died  of 
a  Diforder  in  the  Stomach,  —  410 

Webster,  Dr.  his  Account  of  the  Cafe  of  a 
difeafed  Kidney,  Note,  —  244 

WhaTeley,  Mr.  his  Account  of  a  Recovery 
from  apparent  Death,  in  confequence  of  a 
large  Dofe  of  Opium,/  —  331 

White,  Dr.  his  Obfervations  on  the  Influenza 
in  1775,  at  York,  —  383 
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Wine, 
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Wine*  ought  to  be  drank  with  Caution* 

Page  130 

Wright,  Mr.  his  Hiltory  of  an  Extravaia- 
tion  of  Blood  into  the  Pericardium,  1 

Wright,  Dr.  his  Account  of  the  Ufe  of 
cold  Bathing  in  Cafes  of  a  Locked  Jaw* 
'  .  14  3 
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